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There is an exciting journey ahead for Fair Haven Christian Church.  This 
Engagement Journal is meant to accompany you through the commitment 
Sunday of the Ready Initiative (11/20/22).  The Engagement Journal includes a 
place for sermon notes, as well as questions you can discuss with your family 
or small group.  Like our community, our church is growing. The READY 
Initiative is a two-year generosity initiative to Ready us for God’s continued 
blessing. We need to continue in all our current ministries while Readying 
ourselves and our campus to o�er a warm welcome to the new people God’s 
calling us to reach with the Gospel.  Each Sunday between now and 
commitment Sunday we will study what God is calling us to do.  Throughout 
the week, I encourage you to prayerfully consider how God is asking you to 
sacrifice in pursuit of His calling.  While the Ready Initiative includes a financial 
component, our primary goal is 100% participation by those who call Fair 
Haven home.  There is great power when each of us comes together as one 
in pursuit of God’s vision for the Church.  Fair Haven has had a rich history of 
trusting God’s leading when He’s made it clear, “It’s time to get READY.”  Once 
again, God has made it clear to our Eldership through prayer and unity that it’s 
time to get Ready.  I’m excited to walk down this path with you.  Only God can 
lead us to accomplish His vision for Fair Haven.  We will follow God, trusting in 
His provision and wisdom for each day.  By God’s grace and leading, we will 
be Ready for those God is calling us to reach with the Gospel.     

What is The READY Initiative All About?

Like our community, our church is growing. The READY Initiative is a two-year 
generosity initiative to Ready us for God’s continued blessing. We need to continue 
in all our current ministries while Readying ourselves and our campus to o�er a warm 
welcome to the new people God’s calling us to reach with the Gospel.

Brian Clark
Lead Pastor

“
”
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T H E  P R I M A R Y  G O A L   1 0 0 %  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  

When we lock arms together, there is nothing that God cannot do through us.  We want every 
person who calls Fair Haven Christian Church their church home to be a part of The READY 
Initiative. Now is the time that we come together as a unified body of believers and advance The 
Ready Initiative vision and mission.

T H E  G I V I N G  G O A L

$ 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

We are trusting Him to move through His 
people to invest $4 million over these next 
two years so we can be READY! We will…

STAY READY
As we prepare for God to bless 
us with continued growth, we 
must ensure that we continue to 
support our current ministry 
budget over the next two years.  
Our two-year ministry budget is 
$2,350,000.  

GET READY
We are grateful that God has 
blessed us with continued 
growth.  We are near capacity 
and adding an additional worship 
service will not serve the needs 
of our community.  Instead, the 
time is now to build a new 
worship center so we can o�er a 
warm welcome to the new 
people God is calling us to reach 
with the Gospel.  

T H E  R E A D Y  
V I S I O N  

STAY READY - $2,350,000

GET READY  -  $1,650,000
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Generosity Matters and Makes a Di�erence

Every day, we make financial decisions. Some decisions are small such as, “Should we make our 
co�ee at home or splurge for a latte at Starbucks?”  While other decisions are big like, “Which 
house, which car, or which college should I choose?” And some decisions focus on the future 
such as, “How much we should spend on Christmas, or which retirement funds should I choose?”  
Probably the most challenging decision we make with money is the decision to give. Giving 
creates tension…“How much is enough?”… “How can I give more?”  That’s why giving is such a 
big deal! Giving is not just a financial decision. It is a deeply spiritual decision. Giving is a tangible 
way we declare our trust in and commitment to God. We have put the following together to help 
you consider how God has blessed you and how He might invite you to trust Him during The 
READY Initiative.  

Why is giving to the church something that is important to God??

Why is giving to the church something that is important to you??

How does John 3:16 and 2 Corinthians 8:7 work together to form 
how we/you feel about giving to the church? 

?



Ephesians 
5:1-2 “Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, 

because you are his dear children. Live a life filled 
with love, following the example of Christ. He loved 
us and o�ered himself as a sacrifice for us, a 
pleasing aroma to God.” 

The INFLUENCE of Generosity

Spiritually speaking, who has had the most influence on me to understand the value 
of generosity and following the example of Christ? 

Is my value on the importance of living a generous life influencing others? If so, in 
what ways have I seen evidence of this? If not, what do I feel I need to do about this? 

 

What is the most generous thing I’ve seen someone do? How has that changed me? 

 

Who will be influenced by my commitment to The READY Initiative and what do I 
hope it will inspire in them? 

 

In reflecting on these questions and in light of The READY Initiative, what things do I 
feel I need to do/change in terms of my generosity?  

Questions for Reflection 
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Where are you on your 
Giving Journey?
The READY Initiative is an opportunity for each of us to grow spiritually in 
our giving and generosity. What you see here is an illustration of a person’s 
Giving Journey. Our giving journey should help us focus on our behavior 
and the attitude of our heart about giving rather than just the amount 
we give. Each step in this journey represents a lifestyle of becoming 
increasingly more generous as you grow in your relationship 
with Him. Where are you on your Giving Journey and through
The READY Initiative could we challenge you to take 
another step in your journey?

INITIAL GIVER - 
2 CORINTHIANS 8:7-15

An Initial Giver is 
someone who decides to 
give for the first time. It is 
time to give something 
and trust God and the 
leaders of the Church 
with this gift.

CONSISTENT GIVER - 
2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-8
A Consistent Giver who takes the next 
step to exercise the discipline of giving 
regularly. In today’s world, it is often 
easier to do this online, but non-online 
givers can be consistent givers as well.  

INTENTIONAL GIVER - LUKE 14:28-35
An Intentional Giver is someone who begins to think about their 
giving in relation to what they make and what they spend their 
money on. For example, this type of giver begins asking the 
question, “Why am I giving more to my cell phone company than I 
am giving to God?” or “Should I be giving to God more than I give 
for my car payment?” This giver starts to make their giving an    
      intentional choice that re-directs how they prioritize and 
         spend their money. Many times, this is when someone 
              begins to tithe by re-directing a certain percentage of
                     their income that they want to give to God.  

fairhavencc.org/ready



Circle where you believe you are on 
your Giving Journey and write below 
here what you believe it will take for you 
to take the next step on this journey

SURRENDERED GIVER - 
COLOSSIANS 1:15-18, 22-23

A Surrendered Giver is someone who out of a deepening 
relationship with God says, “Instead of how I live determining 
how I give, how I give will now determine how I live!” A 
Surrendered Giver gives in a way that changes them so that 
they can honor God with 100% of what He has given them, 
whether direct monetary giving or a God-honoring use of an 
existing resource like a home or a vehicle. 

LIFETIME GIVER - 
I TIMOTHY 6:6-19

A Lifetime Giver is someone who now thinks about their giving in terms impacting the 
Kingdom work for the long-term rather than just month-to-month or even year-to-year 
generosity. They make decisions in the short term which have longer term e�ects as it 
relates to their generosity capacity. They think of what home they buy, what car they 
purchase, how much savings they choose to keep, in relation to their generosity 
capacity and their READY Initiative commitment. A Lifetime Giver might be someone 
who has a lifetime giving goal which governs their larger-ticket decisions. Many times 
they even look at their estate planning in terms of what they can leave to help the 
Kingdom work beyond their lifetime
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Generosity and your LIFESTYLE

Read Colossians 3:1-4 

“Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of 
heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand.  Think about the 
things of heaven, not the things of earth.  For you died to this life, and your real life is 
hidden with Christ in God.  And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole 
world, you will share in all his glory.”

In the way that I live my life and set my priorities in life, are my sights set on 
the realities/things of heaven or the realities/things of earth? ?

More specifically would I say that my giving is reflective of my sights being 
set on the realities of heaven or the realities of earth?  ?

What changes in my lifestyle and/or sacrifices do I feel God is inspiring me
to make to see our READY Initiative vision become a reality??

What is/are the barrier(s) that would try and keep me from making these 
changes or sacrifices? What is God asking me to do about these barrier(s)? ?



Ways to Help you 
See How You Can Give…more
Make Lifestyle Changes during these 24-months 

King David declared, “I will not o�er to God a sacrifice that costs me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24). He 
understood that the value of the gift presented to God is determined by its value to the giver. A gift that 
would touch the heart of God must first touch the life of the giver. This is the spirit of lifestyle worship. If it 
is for my God, my gift must have meaning and value to me in this READY Initiative

Redirect 
Paid Expenses 

You may have current expenditures that will cease, or you will pay 
o� during The READY Initiative. consider including that in your 
commitment. 

Increase 
in Income

You may an increase in salary or a bonus during The READY 
Initiative. Could God be calling you to include that in your READY 
Initiative commitment during these 24-months? 

Give from 
your 98% 

For the average household, only 2% of their net worth is cash 
which means 98% is in other assets. In many cases, those 
assets have achieved tremendous unrealized gains in value 
over the years. If these assets were sold, some portion of the 
gain would be lost to taxation. Gifts of appreciated assets 
avoid the occurrence of capital gain tax. Giving appreciated 
assets like stocks, investment securities, real estate, art, 
jewelry, coin collections, and other valuable assets to The 
READY Initiative can be advantageous to both the donor and 
our church. 

What will it take for us to reach our goal of 
$4,000,000 over the next two years?

Certainly, it will take some substantial gifts, but it could also happen by each one of us making 
small changes in our lifestyles to sacrifice something that has value for something we value more, 
in this case, the mission and vision of Fair Haven Christian Church. Think about how even small 
changes can add up to make a big di�erence in reaching our goal if we each consider every big 
and small sacrifice we can make.
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Read 
Acts 20:33-38 “‘I have never coveted anyone’s silver or gold or fine clothes. You 

know that these hands of mine have worked to supply my own 
needs and even the needs of those who were with me. And I have 
been a constant example of how you can help those in need by 
working hard. You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: 
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’’” When he (Paul) had 
finished speaking, he knelt and prayed with them. They all cried as 
they embraced and kissed him good-bye. They were sad most of 
all because he had said that they would never see him again.”

Generosity as your LEGACY

In the passage, Paul is saying goodbye to the Ephesian’s elders. They both know they will 
never see each other again. In his final words, Paul is essentially imploring them to live 
lives of radical generosity. Of all the messages and topics that could be his final one to 
them here, why do I think generosity would be his final message to them?  

What am I intentionally doing right now to build a legacy of the value of generosity in my 
children and/or those in whom I influence?

 

Am I giving financially in a way that still changes me, or has it become comfortable and 
routine? What can I do about this? 

 

Am I ready to trust God to make a commitment such that He is going to have to show-up 
in order for me to honor it? Why or why not? 

 

What am I beginning to feel that God wants me to commit to The READY Initiative?   

Questions for Reflection 
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10Exterior representation presented by BGW Architects.

The READY Initiative Daily Prayer
Lord, you are more generous than I deserve, and I am constantly amazed by your 
faithfulness. You bless me in ways I don’t anticipate, and I am grateful. Help me use all 
you have given me for your glory and to bless others. I can’t see the future, so I need 
your direction to make this commitment. In this READY Initiative, show me changes 
and sacrifices I can make as I stand for and with my church for your glory. I pray the 
same for the rest of my church family as they are considering their commitments for 
The READY Initiative. Lord, tell me what You want me to do…and I’ll do it. 
In Jesus name I pray…Amen

Stick one of these little dots in places 
where you will see them every day.

Places like…
· the bathroom mirror,
· your computer screen,
· the corner of your rearview mirror,
· your tablet or iPad,
· your cell phone,
· or even your wristwatch.

Every time you see these dots 
as you go through your day, 
pray for The READY Initiative. 

Pray for: 
    • God to give you 
clarity/direction about your 
commitment.  
    • Others in our church family 
as they’re considering the same.



CALCULATE HERE

What I/We normally give in a year

My/Our expanded annual generosity
for The READY Initiative.

x 2 YEARS   =   $

$

$

$

+

=

+

$
One-Time Capital Gifts of Cash and/or 
other non-cash assets

=

$
MY/OUR TWO-YEAR COMMITMENT

DECEMBER 2022 - DECEMBER 2024

NAME:  
ADDRESS: 
CITY:                                         STATE                    ZIP
EMAIL:  

THE READY INITIATIVE GOALS 

When we lock arms together, there is 
nothing that God cannot do through us.  
We want every person who calls Fair 
Haven Christian Church their church 
home to be a part of The READY Initiative. 
Now is the time that we come together as 
a unified body of believers and advance 
The READY Initiative vision and mission. 

The PRIMARY Goal  100% Participation

We are trusting Him to move through 
His people to invest $4 million dollars 
over these next 2 years so we can be 
READY!

The GIVING Goal 

STAY Ready - 2 Year Budget - 
$2,350,000 
As we prepare for God to bless us 
with continued growth, we must 
ensure that we continue to support 
our current ministry budget over the 
next two years.  Our two-year 
ministry budget is $2,350,000.   

GET Ready - Additional Funds for 
Building - $1,650,000 
We are grateful that God has blessed 
us with continued growth.  We are 
near capacity and adding an 
additional worship service will not 
serve the needs of our community.  
Instead, the time is now to build a 
new worship center so we can o�er 
a warm welcome to the new people 
God is calling us to reach with the 
Gospel.  
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2 - Year
Gift Level

This Gift Level corresponds 
Weekly
Gift of...

Montly
Gift of...

Annual
Gift of...

Total Gifts 
Needed at 
this level

Gift Level Total 
for our Initiative

$  90,000
$  80,000
$  70,000
$  55,000
$  45,000
$  35,000
$  25,000
$  15,000
$  10,000
$   5,000

$    90,000
$  240,000
$  210,000
$  275,000
$  405,000
$  630,000
$  750,000
$  600,000
$  500,000
$  300,000

$   865

$   769

$   673

$   529

$   433
$   337

$   240

$   144

$     96

$     48

$   3,750

$   3,333

$   2,917

$   2,292

$   1,875
$   1,458

$   1,042

$     625

$      417

$     208

$   45,000

$   40,000

$   35,000

$   27,500

$   22,500

$   17,500

$   12,500

$     7,500

$     5,000

$     2,500

1
3
3
5

9
18
30
40
50
60

$  4,000,000

$  4,000,000 Goal

READY
Gift Profile Guide

Use this Commitment Card example to help you prayerfully
consider what level of generosity God is calling you to during 
The READY Initiative.  You’ll get a fresh new card to fill out on 
Commitment Sunday.

COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 20, 2022

MY 
COMMITMENT

Two Year Gift Chart:  
As you pray and 
seek God’s direction 
for how you should 
give, use this chart 
as a discipleship 
tool.  Allow it to 
inspire and 
challenge you 
toward greater 
generosity as we 
embark on this 
READY Initiative 
together.
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The READY Initiative   

Sermon Notes and Small Group 
Discussion Questions 
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SERMON NOTES 
WEEK #1
Surrender

Small Group Question

14

“What’s the di�erence between being For 
The Ready Initiative and being surrendered?”

It’s one thing to be supportive, it’s another to be 

_________________________.

Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” “Truly 
I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, 
you will disown me three times.” But Peter declared, “Even if I have to 
die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the 
same.    Matthew 26:33–35, NIV 

The threshold of surrender is  

_______________________.

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  
Matthew 16:24, NIV 

Peter had a spirit-led, surrendered   

______________________.

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”   Acts 2:36, NIV 



SERMON NOTES 
WEEK #2 
Trust

Small Group Question
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 “How does trusting God help us make wise decisions?”

What’s easy?  To _________________________ myself.

Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, 
but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and 
disown you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or I may become poor and steal, 
and so dishonor the name of my God.  Proverbs 30:8–9, NIV 

____________________ on God is the language of 
satisfaction and fulfillment. 

…Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses 
and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver 
and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will 
become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  Deuteronomy 8:12–14, NIV 

 
God honors _____________ because _____________honors 
God.

But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
“Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water 
and came toward Jesus.  Matthew 14:27–29, NIV 



SERMON NOTES 
WEEK #3
Generosity

Small Group Question
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 “Why is a generous spirit appealing?”

__________________ is a heart issue, not a money issue.  

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you 
have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  
Hebrews 13:5, NIV 

God doesn’t want something _________________ you, he

wants something ________________you.

Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything under heaven 
belongs to me.  Job 41:11, NIV 

A good steward has the foresight to use  _____________ while 
it has value to make an eternal di�erence where it has no value.

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a 
firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that 
is truly life.  1 Timothy 6:18–19, NIV 

How you view God impacts your view of  _____________.

“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I 
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’  Matthew 
25:24–25, NIV 



SERMON NOTES 
WEEK #4 
Sacrifice

Small Group Question
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“How is sacrifice linked to our relationships with others?”

We _______________  for what is most important to us.

In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme 
poverty welled up in rich generosity.  
2 Corinthians 8:2, NIV 

Is my generosity motivated by

 __________________ or __________________?

For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 
their ability. Entirely on their own,   
2 Corinthians 8:3, NIV 

Little changes in our hearts when we give out of 

_______________________________.

But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not 
sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt o�erings that cost me nothing.” So 
David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of 
silver for them.  2 Samuel 24:24, NIV 

Sacrificial generosity is always 

____________________________.   

they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to 
the Lord’s people.  2 Corinthians 8:4, NIV 



Small Group Question

SERMON NOTES 
WEEK #5
Commitment and
Unity
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“What excites you about The READY Initiative?”

Today is the day we join together to make a commitment 
of sacrificial generosity to the Lord through the Ready 
Initiative.  The Ready Initiative is a two-year generosity 
initiative to ready us for God’s continued blessing.  We 
need to continue in all our current ministries while 
readying ourselves and our campus to o�er a warm 
welcome to the new people God is calling us to reach with 
the Gospel.  

Our goal is that 100% of our church family will commit to 
sacrificially supporting the Ready Initiative.

Paul said this to the church in Corinth: 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in 
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  
2 Corinthians 9:6–7, NIV 

Today as you make your commitment, we pray you do so 
with joy as you support the work of the gospel at Fair 
Haven.  Know that your commitment is private.  The 
pastoral sta� and elders do not see commitment cards or 
giving records



ARE YOU
?


