
BY BEN BRAFMAN, J.D., LL.M. 

s a trial 
l a w y e r ,
I will be
the first to
agree that
w o r d s

yield tremendous power. 
In court, words can sway 
people's judgments and 
determine if the defen­
dant is found to be guilty 
or innocent. But even in 
less consequential cir­
cumstances, words have 
the power to dramatical!J 
change the way we per­
ceive others. Harnessing 
the power of words and 
communicating effective!J is one of the 
essential skills any good litigator must 
possess. 

Sometimes, even one word can be all it 
takes to yield this power. And sometimes, 
it does not need to be a word that is spo­
ken; even a word omitted can make all the 
difference. Ironical!),; one of my favorite 
stories demonstrating this point comes 
not from my life as a lavryer but from my 
life as ashul member. 

After my parents passed away, I wanted 
to do something to honor their memory. 
Both my parents possessed a steadfast 
dedication and mesz'ras nefesh for Torah. 
My father literal!J had mesz'ras nefesh 
when he ran into a burningshulin Vienna 
to save asefer Torah on the eve ofKristall-
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nacht. My mother, who narrow!J escaped 
the Holocaust and came to America as a 
15year-old girl without any fami!J, dared 
to remain dedicated to Yiddishkezt while 
alone in the New World. To honor their 
memory and recognize their dedica­
tion to Torah, I decided to sponsor the 
paroclzes-the cover of the aron kodesh 
housing the szftez' Torah-in every shul I 
am affiliated with. 

In the shul I daven in, Congregation 
Beth Sholom of Lawrence, a beautiful!J 
designed blue velvetparoches adorns the 
shul for most of the year. On it reads the 
inscription: 

In Loving Memory qf Sol and RoseBrqfinan 
by Thez'r Children and Grandchildren 

The paroclzes stays 
up for most of the 
year, except for the few 
weeks around the Yo­
mz'm Nora i'm. For those 
weeks, my shul-like 
many other shuls­
switches the regular 
year-long paroclzes for 
a special white one. I 
wished to sponsor that 
paroclzes as well, and 
I requested for that 
one to be dedicated in 
memory of the six mil­
lion Jews who perished 
in the Holocaust. 

Sure enough, when 
I came into shul that Rosh Hashanah, I 
saw the new white paroclzes. It was stun­
ning and had elaborate designs embroi­
dered onto the velvet cloth. As I walked 
up to it to take a closer look and admire 
the craftsmanship, I gulped as I read the 
words at the bottom oftheparoches, em­
broidered with beautiful gold thread: 

In Honor ef the Six Mz'llz'on :Jews 
Murdered z'n the Holocaust 
by Linda and BenBrr,ifman 

I was horrified and simultaneous!J 
deep!J amused. The entire Yomz'm No­
raz'm, I kept staring at the aron kodesh 
and could not stop thinking about how 
it implied that my dear wife and I were 
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