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“They will rebuild the ancient ruins, repairing cities 
destroyed long ago. They will revive them, though 
they have been deserted for many generations.”

ISAIAH 61:4
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We could have never imagined 

all that God would do when 

we began this journey in 

the fall of 2013. Because 

we moved to Philly in faith, our first radical act was 

to empty our savings account to rent a place to live. 

Upon arrival, we had no jobs and no one would sell 

us a home or rent to us, except one landlord. He asked 

us to give him first, last, security, and six months of 

rent up front. We had no other options, so we did it! 

This has been a journey of miraculous provision; from 

finally securing a venue one month before launch, 

facing great personal danger and unfathomable loss, 

to extraordinary gain - we’ve experienced it all here in 

Philadelphia. Yet, similarly to when we were writing 

that first intimidating check, we feel the same stirrings 

that greater is upon us. 

So much has happened over the last few years that it’s 

hard to quantify the ongoing impact of the pandemic 

we experienced as well as the mighty shift in our 

culture during this time. The GOOD NEWS is, the 

gospel hasn’t changed one bit, nor has the mission of 

this church. Sure, methods adjust and strategies come 

and go, but our mission to REVIVE EVERY BLOCK is 

unmovable. Furthermore, and most importantly, our 

collective goal as believers to advance the message of 

Jesus to the ends of the earth is built upon a rock that 

will prevail despite any attempts to defeat it. 

You may have heard the saying, “Before there’s a 

breakthrough, there’s usually a breakdown.”  In other 

words, people often quit right before they achieve the 

success they’ve been working towards. We’ve had some 

moments over the past few years 

where we were close to breaking 

down. Yet, there is a sense of 

victory and hope that has driven 

us to this moment; a moment 

of extraordinary possibility and 

opportunity. We believe that the 

greatest outpouring of revival 

is at our doorstep and it’s only a 

matter of time before we see the 

harvest we’ve been praying for. 

You may sense it too, and we can walk confidently in faith 

knowing that it’s on the way!

Our church has battled back over the last few years with 

incredible fortitude from the Holy Spirit. We’ve opened 

new locations, moved venues many times, hired staff, 

fasted, prayed, and have positioned ourselves for this 

tremendous move of God. There’s only one piece left for 

us to overcome together, and that is finding long term 

facilities for some locations. One of the greatest challenges 

and threats to our generational viability is the insecurity 

of where we gather. From landlords, to city regulations, 

and ultimately not being in control of our own destiny, 

our ability to serve our communities and evangelize 

effectively is greatly limited. For us to truly be here to 

stay, we must acquire our own strategic bases throughout 

our city and region. 

As you prayerfully read through 

this brochure, we’re certain that 

God will compel you to sacrifice 

and significantly participate 

in this “impossible” venture of 

securing facilities in Philadelphia 

and reviving every block. This 

mandate is a reminder of  Luke 

18:27, “Jesus replied, ‘What is 

impossible with man is possible 

with God.’” 

With that, we love you so much and are thrilled to partner 

together in this remarkable season and adventure. 

Here to Stay, 

Pastors Joey and Lauren Furjanic

THIS IS THE MOST
EXTRAORDINARY

SEASON WE’VE 
EVER EXPERIENCED

IN OUR LIVES
AND ESPECIALLY
AS THE CHURCH  

OF JESUS CHRIST.
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September 14 
The Block Church Launch

September 18 
The Block Church 
Center City Launch

October 14
The Block Church 
Northeast Launch

April 20
Largest Egg Hunt In The City - 36,000 Eggs

Aug 17
Most Members Adopted in One Night - 198

Aug 19
The Block School of Leadership Launch

Sept 8
Largest Attended Sunday - 1,738

Feb 9
The Block Church Passyunk First Public Gathering

March 1
Most Baptisms In One Day - 74

March 30
Food Bank Launch

Sept 15
Moved Into TBC HQ

Sept 27
The Block Church Online Launch

October 1
Mesquite Extension Site 
Launch

2014

TIMELINETIMELINE

2017

2020

Sept 12
The Block Cares Official Launch

Sept 19
The Block Church Español Launch

Oct 10
Single Day Salvation Record - 85

April 3
The Block Church Northwest Launch

April 17
Largest Easter In Person - 1,543

2022

20212019

2018
2016
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837
BAPTISMS

3,935
SALVATION RESPONSES

6
LOCATIONS

10,000 +
COMMUNITY HOURS SERVED

$1,000,000
INVESTED INTO

CHURCH PLANTING,
MISSIONS, AND

OUR CITY

OVER



There are 1.6 million people in Philadelphia - people that are hurting and seeking truth. 

Although the city has deep roots in religion and established churches, the vast majority of 

Philadelphians are not plugged into a local church. Philadelphia lost a reported 1,214 lives 

to overdose in 2020, the murder rate hit a reported historic level of 561 in 2021, and it is the 

poorest of the ten largest cities in America. 

Additionally, only 14.8% of our population is actually scripture engaged - a 6.7% decline 

since 2020. The truth is that consistent church attendance significantly improves your 

mental health. People who attend a Christian church regularly are 29% less likely to be 

depressed, five times less likely to commit suicide, have reduced anxiety, and are the 

only population segment whose mental health improved during 2020. One of the most 

evangelistic things we can do is establish neighborhood-driven churches that become part 

of the community. And right now, as many are leaving the city in droves, we are telling our 

city that we aren’t going anywhere! 

HERE TO STAY IN PHILADELPHIA
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I’ve fought cancer and battled Covid, pneumonia, 
and sepsis. Through it all, the support and prayers 
from The Block Church have carried me through. 
It is the genuine love from everyone who, along 
with God, have changed my views on religion. I’ve 
experienced the power of prayer and the goodness 
of God in this place. There is no place I’d rather be.

-  V .  A N D R E W S

Before finding The Block Church, I was pursuing 
happiness in all the wrong places while struggling 
with my faith. I had recurring thoughts of giving 
up since all seemed senseless. At The Block, I found 
community that encouraged, cared, and loved me 
even in my darkest hour, and I have learned that 
only Christ can fill that void I once felt.

-  L .  M O N T A S

STORIES 
OF
LIFE
CHANGE

STORIES 
OF
LIFE
CHANGE

After decades of hardships and difficult life circumstances, I became sheltered and 
disconnected from many aspects of my life. I now live connected and embrace all the 
important aspects of living a Christ-centered life. This transformation started after I 
began attending TBC in November 2020 and serving in April/May 2021. The supportive, 
loving, and Christian community found within TBC has been foundational in my 
transformational process as follower of Jesus.

-  C .  W I L M E R

I came to The Block Church not knowing what to expect. I knew God was calling me, but 
I wasn’t ready to commit. He got me there and didn’t let go. He kept drawing me closer 
and closer, and ever since that day I spent weeping at our Port Richmond location, He’s 
called me closer with every day that passes. TBC shattered every misconception that had 
me thinking I wanted nothing to do with organized religion. Through God and my TBC 
community, I was given the chance to wrestle through some of the hardest times of my 
life and come out still feeling blessed and so loved by Jesus. Giving my life to Jesus has not 
only changed me but those around me. I’m forever grateful for that door hanger. 

-  M .  B R E N N A N
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Eight years ago, I came to The Block Church lost and broken with nowhere else to turn. 
I had just lost my family due to the opioid epidemic and I honestly felt that my life as I 
knew it was over. After hearing sermon after sermon, week after week, I came to know 
and trust that Jesus is truly our Lord and Savior and I began a relationship with Him. 
I now tithe, I’m a better person, and I maintain my relationship with Him. My family is 
back together stronger than ever and I’ve witnessed God’s promises over and over again 
in my life. Life begins with Jesus! 

-  B .  S M A L L



“WE COULD NEVER HAVE IMAGINED ALL THAT GOD WOULD DO…”



WHAT’S
HAPPENING
AT THE BLOCK CHURCH
TODAY?

KIDS & YOUTH: Radical gun violence, drug culture, and broken families have deeply 
wounded our next generation in Philadelphia. Our aim isn’t just to babysit or play games at 
youth group; we are raising up leaders and world changers to revive our city and world for 
generations to come.  

EVENTS: One thing about us is that we’re gonna throw a party!  In a lot of ways, events 
and outreach is the motor that drives our evangelism efforts. We take great joy in throwing 
all sorts of special events to draw the lost, bless the community, and build the saints. We 
believe church should be full of unforgettable experiences and that’s what we aim to do every 
time we put an event on the calendar.
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BAPTISMS: Taking the step to be baptized in water is how people go public with their 
faith and where the commitment in front of friends, family, and the local church is made! It’s 
the outward expression of their internal decision to follow Jesus Christ and we make a big 
deal out of Baptism Sundays! We have seen hundreds of people make this decision, including 
children, youth, parents, grandparents, and people in recovery. It compels us every time to keep 
inviting people to church so that our friends and neighbors can experience that same power. 



BEYOND
OUR
WALLS
We believe the local church is the annuity for global and local missions. We’re able to reach out, serve, fund, 
and innovate in many communities. In fact, as you read this, we will have given away over one million 
dollars to local and global efforts throughout our existence.

THE BLOCK CARES: Our vision is to develop initiatives centered on the kids and youth of our city 
who are most significantly impacted by the unique challenges of their environment. Through mentorship 
and community programs, we seek to provide stability and support to empower vision for a future that 
goes beyond current circumstances.

SERVE SATURDAY: Serving is essential to evangelism and lets those in our city know we love them. 
This isn’t just something we do, it’s who we are. Once a month, we take our efforts to the streets through a 
variety of projects that make a difference in our communities.

CHURCH PLANTING: Not only do we do our part in multiplying through locations, but we believe in 
the need for community churches around the world. Because of that, we help start churches both nation-
ally and globally through direct relationships and network partnerships. 

DISASTER RELIEF: Because of our generosity, we have been able to meet the needs of disaster relief 
efforts in Puerto Rico, Ukraine, and other places through national and global partners. 

GLOBAL MISSIONS: We’ve been funding foreign missionaries since we launched in 2014 and will 
continue our support as well as expanding these efforts steadily.
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STORIES 
OF
LIFE
CHANGE

STORIES 
OF
LIFE
CHANGE

Since coming to The Block Church, I went from witnessing my brother overdose on heroin 
to seeing him come out of addiction and accept Jesus into his life. I went from hanging 
at bars with my best friend and brother in law to worshiping the Lord and serving beside 
them on the hospitality team. Now, our children are learning about Jesus and being raised 
in this church. From day one at The Block, every single person made me feel at home, and 
now it is a second home to me and my family. I am so thankful to the Lord for guiding 
me here. 

-  E .  G O N Z A L E Z

I was dead in my sin but found life in Christ and my life has never been the same. The 
Block Church helped me reconcile and cultivate a genuine relationship with God and 
they’ve blessed me with love, community, and opportunity. They took me in when I felt 
like no one would, they never judged me, and they’ve always called me higher to my full 
potential in Christ. I thank God every day for The Block Church and the leaders He has put 
in my life. My success is attributed to their selflessness, obedience, and acknowledgement 
of the call to make disciples. 

-  J .  R O M A N

For years I was resentful after being hurt by people who called themselves Christians. After 
years of seeking happiness in the wrong places, plagued by sadness and disappointment, I 
turned to God. The Block Church was my first church home, and has demonstrated what 
it is to truly follow Christ instead of following a religion. I’m so blessed to be able to grow 
in my faith within this incredible community.

-  J .  T H O M P S O N
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My life changed when I first stepped into The Block Church doors. I remember it 
like it was yesterday. Hearing Pastor Joey speak with the passion he has is icing 

on the cake after a tough work week. I never before would say I can’t wait til Sunday, but 
now that’s what I say from Monday on. I’m a better man and father because of The Block 
Church.

-  S .  L U G O



WHERE IS 
THE BLOCK 
CHURCH 
GOING AND 
WHAT’S IN 
THE FUTURE?

WHERE IS 
THE BLOCK 
CHURCH 
GOING AND 
WHAT’S IN 
THE FUTURE?

hrough our vision campaign, we’ll spend the next two years raising additional funds to 

purchase strategic buildings that enhance our ministry and secure our future. While we 

won’t limit our current ministries, we will pause from launching new locations in an effort to 

strengthen the locations we currently serve.

WHY DO WE NEED THIS?
The Block Church can no longer leave our destiny and future in the hands of landlords. During 2020, 

we learned how volatile and vulnerable our ministry could be without having our own spaces to 

gather for services, base outreach out of, do personal ministry, and broadcast to the world.

Furthermore, as our church ages, we must consider the longevity and energy of our extraordinary 

volunteers as they’ve consistently set up and torn down countless places. To maximize reaching 

people for Jesus and to provide sustainable ministry long term, acquiring facilities in strategic places 

is our best next move. Finally, not having a larger facility or a broadcast facility limits our ability to 

host large events, worship concerts, conferences, large scale outreaches, and midweek opportunities. 

WHAT IS THE URGENCY? 

From one being the lowest and ten being the highest, we’re at an eleven. We have contracts and leases 

that are ending without guarantee of renewal. We are especially limited in parking and growth space 

(specifically in The Block Kids), so to identify, purchase, and renovate in sooner than two years is in 

our best interest.

T
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PORT RICHMOND LOCATION

NORTHWEST LOCATION

NORTHEAST BROADCAST BUILDING
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HOW 
TO GET
INVOLVED

As we’ve researched property, construction costs, 
and worked with design builders to determine 
what we need, we’ve approximated what some 
of these facilities could cost. The examples listed 
aren’t final, but they are a way for us to understand 
the potential opportunities before us. You’ll see 
a goal amount for us to raise as a church family 
that would go to support loans and construction. 

THE
OPPORTUNITY
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PORT RICHMOND/ ESPAÑOL

NORTHEAST

NORTHWEST

$1.9 MILLION

$3.7 MILLION

$2.4 MILLION



EXTRAVAGANT GIVER

TITHER/PERCENTAGE GIVER

INTENTIONAL GIVER

FIRST TIME GIVER

I AM/
WE ARE
STEPPING
UP TO:

Beyond your current giving, which funds all operational costs (current facilities, ministry, missions 
giving, and staff), we’re asking each person to make a prayerful and sacrificial commitment to the 
Here to Stay campaign. It will certainly take all of us and our goal is 100% participation over the next 
two years.

WHAT IS MY PART?
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GIVING
MADE
EASY

You can give via check made out to The Block Church with “Here to Stay” in the memo line. 

Give online by going to theblockchurch.org/give, following the prompts, and selecting “Here to Stay” 
as the fund from the drop down menu. 

Give via text by texting “TBCGIVE” TO 94000, following the prompts, and selecting 
“Here to Stay” from the drop down menu.

To give non-cash stored assets, crypto, stocks, or bonds, please email finance@theblockchurch.org

WAYS TO GIVE

HOW TO FIGURE OUT YOUR HERE TO STAY COMMITMENT

GIFTS NEEDED

1
3
6
5
15
20
30
45
70
80

MANY

2 YEAR TOTAL GIFT

$350K
$250K
$100K
$75K
$50K
$35K
$25K
$20K
$10K
$5K

<$5K 

CUMULATIVE

$350K
$1.1M
$1.7M

$2.075M
$2.825M
$3.525M
$4.275M
$5.175M
$5.875M

ULTIMATE GOAL: 100% PARTICIPATION

$6.275M$6.275M

+
WHAT IS MY

VISION FUND
GIVING?

CURRENT TOTAL GIVING 

ADDITIONAL MONTHLY GIVING 

GIFT OUT OF STORED ASSETS

= TOTAL

HERE TO STAY COMMITMENT



“THEY WILL REBUILD THE 
ANCIENT RUINS, REPAIRING CITIES 

DESTROYED LONG AGO. THEY 
WILL REVIVE THEM, THOUGH THEY 
HAVE BEEN DESERTED FOR MANY 

GENERATIONS.”
Isaiah 61:4

The goal of this entire vision campaign is to get 
100% participation from our church family. As 
you consider your part to play in this moment, 
this is a reminder that the most important 
thing you can do is ask God WHAT He wants 
you to do, before you ask Him HOW you’re 
going to do it. As you 
pray, God will lead you to 
the right number. In all 
likelihood, God will speak 
something to you that 
feels like a stretch or even 
something impossible. 
Congratulations, welcome 
to the next level of faith! 
Beyond buildings and 
greater funds, obedience to God’s voice is the 
overarching win for this project.

When it comes to how we accomplish this, there 
are multiple ways. The best example is buying a 
house. Often, you put down a larger chunk up 
front of stored assets (i.e. cash, crypto, stocks, or 
funds from selling something like a car) to make 
the additional monthly gifts more manageable. 
Most people will combine stored assets and their 
increased monthly giving to accomplish their 
two year goal. Even crazier, when individuals 
do this, they often exceed or increase their 

commitment and God always blows them away 
with His ability to provide seed for the sower. 

If you don’t have stored assets to give up front, 
aren’t currently giving a regular percentage, or 
have never given, this is a great season to increase 

your contributions. 
Many folks may look 
at their phone bill and 
additionally give that 
amount. Others may cut 
a current entertainment 
enjoyment during this 
time to contribute that 
amount. Some may even 
skip buying the new car 

and make the older one work longer for this 
season. Finally, others may sell items not needed 
or pick up a side hustle to accomplish their faith 
goal. Whatever it is for you, the hope is for all 
to join this journey and watch God do miracles.

In conclusion, everyone, even kids and youth, 
can join in on the fun. This effort to stay in 
Philadelphia is going to take all of us, near and 
far. Let’s partner with God so we can be HERE 
TO STAY!

THE GOAL OF 
THIS ENTIRE 

VISION 
CAMPAIGN IS 
TO GET 100% 

PARTICIPATION
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REVIVE EVERY BLOCK


