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Watches & Jewellery

Oris has created a limited edition 
version of its Aquis dive watch to raise 
awareness of the plight of the dugong, 
an endangered species of marine 
mammal that is known to inhabit 
waters around the island of Koh Libong 
off Thailand. Conservationists and 
islanders believe there are 170 dugongs 
in the area and are aiming to protect the 
colony from illegal hunters who kill the 
creatures for their meat and oil. The 
Oris Aquis Date Calibre 400 watch 
(below) features a green dial inspired by 
the sea surrounding Koh Libong and a 
grey bezel based on the colour of the 
mammal’s skin. An engraving of a 
dugong mother and calf adorns the back 
of the watch, which costs £2,800 and is 
limited to 250 examples.

Phillips heads east
Auction house Phillips is previewing 
highlights from its November Hong 
Kong watch sale at four locations 
throughout Asia during the coming 
weeks. The watches, which include a 
1953 Patek Philippe Reference 2499 first 
series valued at HK$7.8mn-15.6mn 
($1mn-2mn), were on show in Bangkok 
until yesterday before moving to 
Singapore (October 13-15); Taichung 
(November 9) and Taipei 
(November 12-13). All 260 lots, 
including an ultra-rare 
Philippe Dufour Simplicity 
which has been in the 
hands of its original 
Japanese owner since 
2007, will be at the 
auction taking place 
on November 28-29. 

Going up
Young Swiss dial name 
Norqain — founded in 2018 
by Ben Kuffer and advised by 
industry veteran and former 
LVMH watch division boss 
Jean-Claude Biver — has opened 
its first outlet outside Switzerland 
in Singapore’s prestigious Orchard Road 
shopping area. Norqain’s watches can be 
found in the Melcher’s luxury goods 
complex, where its retail space is 
fittedwith a ski lift chair imported from 
Zermatt, site of the brand’s original 
store.

Oris Thais 
up with 
marine 
charity

pattern from the Heian period and strap 
linings in kakiiro — a scarlet brown 
colour. Both elements featured in 
typical outfits worn by kabuki masters. 
The watches follow a collaboration 
announced in August between Seiko and 
Kosuke Kawamura in which the collage 
artist produced dial patterns for a series 
of 3,000, £380 Seiko 5 sports watches. 

Living the dream
Singapore will play host to the 

second Zenith DreamHers 
event on Wednesday, during 
which the watch brand will 
introduce its three new 
female ambassadors. 
Japanese actress Chiaki 
Horan, French violinist and 
social media star Esther 
Abrami and British rally 

driver Catie Munnings, who 
competes in the Zenith-

sponsored Extreme E electric 
race series. The DreamHers concept was 
established in 2020 to promote the 
brand’s Defy Midnight collection, its 
first purely female watch line. Existing 
Asian ambassadors include Singapore 
media personality Sheila Sim, Japan’s 
Olympic rhythmic gymnast Airi 
Hatakeyama and veteran Chinese 
actress Song Jia.

What goes around
Asian buyers heading to Geneva for the 
annual November’s watch auctions have 
been snapping up tickets for the 
inaugural edition of RE-Luxury, which 
claims to be the first show open to the 
trade and public that focuses on the “re-
commerce” of luxury goods. The 
brainchild of Fabienne Lupo, former 
president and chief executive of the 
Fondation de la Haute Horlogerie, RE-
Luxury will host 30 exhibitors ranging 
from artisan restorers to pre-owned 
watch sellers including Richard Mille, 
eBay and WatchBox. The four-day event, 
running from November 4-7, will also 
feature conferences and talks about the 
new circular economy in the luxury 
world. Lupo hopes to stage a similar show 
in Hong Kong if this one proves 
successful. Tickets for the Geneva event 
cost SFr30 per day or SFr90 for four days.

Sky’s the limit
Teenage Japanese-British skate-
boarding sensation Sky Brown is the 
latest ambassador to be recruited by 
watchmaker Tag Heuer. The 14-year-
old, who shot to fame last year when she 
won bronze in the postponed 2021 
Olympic Games held in Tokyo — despite 
suffering multiple skull fractures in a 
training accident — still lives in the town 
of Miyazaki where she was born. 
Simon de Burton

Japanophilia in the UK
British watch brand Schofield’s HQ in 
the West Sussex village of Upper 
Beeding might be 6,000 miles from 
Tokyo, but that did not prevent 
Japanophile founder Giles Ellis from 
taking inspiration from a manhole 
cover spotted in the city’s Fuchu 
district. And now the cover’s decorative 
pattern — depicting a blossoming 
plum tree — appears on the 
sterling silver and glass 
case back of Schofield’s 
latest model, the 
Japanese Beater B5 
(right). The tree’s soft 
pink tones were also 
applied to the dial and 
strap of the watch, 
which sells for £3,580 
and is supplied with a 
matching lapel pin.

Going for the tripple
High-end Japanese brand Grand Seiko 
has announced that its watches have 
been nominated for awards in three 
categories at this year’s Grand Prix 
d’Horlogerie de Genève — the Oscars of 
watchmaking. Grand Seiko’s Kodo 
model is tipped to win the tourbillon 
category, while its Ushio Tide and 
Mistflake watches powered by the 
hybrid Spring Drive movement will 
compete in the dive watch and Petite 
Aiguille prizes respectively. Winners 
will be announced at the GPHG 
ceremony in Geneva on November 10.

Fruitful market
Golden Concept, a Swedish 
manufacturer of ultra-luxury tech 

accessories, says Asia is proving 
to be the most popular market 
for what it claims is the world’s 
most expensive Apple Watch 
case. The Diamond Edition case 
is hewn from a solid block of 

titanium set with 443 
diamonds and costs 
$15,000. Just seven will 
be made and, of the three 

delivered since the 
product’s August launch, 

two have gone to Asian buyers.

Oriental arts
Seiko has released a pair of 
limited edition Presage watches 

inspired by kabuki theatre, the 
classical dance and drama shows 

which became famous during the 17th 
century for their glamorous costumes, 
stylised performances and elaborate 
make-up. The three-hand (£900) and 
chronograph (£1,030) models will each 
be available in 2000 examples and have 
brown dials decorated with a traditional 


