housing throughout the provinoe

Lack of rental
accommodation a
province-wide problem
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indinjg reniad necomunmdmion
i Lethbridgn isn't casy and irs
doubly difficult to find

affondable aceessibbe housing

Anvd Lethbridge is nat alone, Brad
Andersan, i guadriplegic, wants arn
arcessible unir with a wheelin shower
bt his stiempts 1o (nd semething
suitable have been stynied ot every
[T,

v bveen bookinig for aboul thre
months in the ciry mrcwy and 1'm not
finding anyihing,” hie snid.

Anderson lved in Lethbridge up
uantil fonr years ago. He owned 2 T
then, b after be finlshed university,
he couldnt find a job and had student
T tir pray.

[ endded 1 selling my houst o pay
off my student laans and | endedup in
my SRS " i sabcd.

Fiks sisrer lves in the coLmry neas
Pine Lake and they converied part of
thie earagis dnso Hving guirioes. e =il
fyers e amowd n duiring the past
thiree winters and he's dEsprrate (o
sy o B ity whone B can got o
wharn e warnts

Cine o (e apuons he's considenng
| e yming 10 T Uipiversiry of
Lethbateljpe for funhor stadies. e
goes ahead witl tiat plan mind
provided he applies for housing early
enough, he should be able to live in

. one of the university's 14 accessible
\ residence units.

Anderson also checked with the

Chirs Schamber showing His accessible bathetam in his home, sav then s 4 pro
=y e = 8 probierm wath 8 ek of hirries e glifnsisbis

Accessible housing lacking

Lethbridge Housing Authariby; the
body that manages seseml affardable
housing profects ineluding Halmrast
Manor, Halg Tower and Hirdie Manor,
Chut of 407 sultes 16 are handicapped
aroessiblie

Lethbridge Hopsing piinages 4
handful of other properties fcluiding
the Castle Aparments and individual
cluplesos and fonr-plexes and it fus
budicadditional affordable housing
umits with grants from e provincial
povemment with plans (o s mvore.
While Lethbridge Housing may not be
albsle to provide an accessible it
irnmediately, chief adminkstrator Chris
sehvonbrun sabd turpover ol uniis does
aceur and he encousnged Andersan to
apply, even hiugh it coudd rake tirme
for a stiiabibe unit o becems pvalable.

Thie housing association also
opeTaies b rent subsidy progd and
works with abous 20 kindlerds and
suppars about 650 hattsehohls
Hiowever, 1ast vears provineiidl budget
inclisded & roducton in the pverall rom
supphemen badged Some oukling
munmagemei bodis put caps i place
us & peslt. Numbers for the 2H4-15
budget havent yet been finalized.

Anderson has also been sooking for
i accessible unil chewhiere

Alberta,
Chiris Schatijbyet harmierfnee

consultant, said part of the problem &
a lick of barries-free affordable
housing.

"ywiuer the govenment b giving 0wt
afficrdalile hovsing momsy = L' nol
up on the policie o e vl dheeee
O W i e \whighe 10 per oent ol

it

had 10 go In
tmwnr which i —the it
gomenmeit i) luwﬂm!ﬂm
nﬂ.‘:lﬁlhld'lllul.lliﬂ[utﬂdi i wir 8
il Irigge tha justa
housing,” he said.

Making units barrier free from the
peginning means no rgtroﬁmng down
the road 10 make a unit suitable for

one pursons needs only.

Hae i ety by lom bidsrnes

"Gy theey meed b purt 6 L Bt mone
furds into the accessibde afordable
heosing than just giving it the sarme
arnovia T alfopdable howsingg o
thiry can adapt an accessibile sulie 1o
be universal depending onawhoover
lives there,” he suid.

schmmber aaid hie's Timillarwith
Anderson’s sinution and e erognies
thie sitysition b stmilar in other Al
citles

*{r's 1 problorm Uirougghout the
provines, Thens o it
iconsslivle housing,” he sibd. 71 think
(he goriEmimEnt esds m put SIE
fundds fin accisashle howsing o
people can havea chance (o e
whiere thisy wani i participate in
whaleier cormmunity ey want 1 live:
if i husion.”

Goprjon LA ol the Alberia Buidlelitig
¢ ode inclicmes a resdential project !
fanded whally or pardy by 1
province is pegquired 10 hined ormmh
numbet of “adapiable dwelling unis
yehibch cold be made 10 et bamer
frps design principhs.” 0 a projectof
10 1o 25 nifs, Two o (o A
reuiired 10 be adaprable diwelling

s dry 26 1 Sih-umit
five and for a54-12
mindnuam B




