
Presented by GreenBiz Group, the VERGE 2019 conference 
brought together over 3,000 attendees to discuss innova-
tive ideas and solutions to accelerate a transition to a clean 
energy economy. In keeping with its mission of sustainabil-
ity, conference organizers coordinated the installation of 
a renewably-powered commercial microgrid that provided 
high-quality, uninterruptable electricity for the event’s main 
stage and several EV charging stations.

Microgrids are a decentralized and innovative alternative 
to centralized utility grids. When charged with a renewable 
source such as solar energy, microgrids offer commercial 
customers a carbon-neutral power system that can operate 
independently from the utility grid. Microgrids incorporate 
batteries for energy storage and power conversion equip-
ment to power electrical loads during utility outages or at 
remote sites not serviced by a utility.

Blue Planet Energy’s commercial Blue Ion LX microgrid 
seamlessly and efficiently powered the VERGE event. “In 

two days, we installed a fully functioning, distributed, 
renewable, and resilient microgrid system using off-the-
shelf energy assets,” said Eric Faurot, CEO of GreenBiz. 

Based on the VERGE event’s energy requirements, Blue 
Planet Energy installed a 125 kW/64 kWh Blue Ion LX 
microgrid system. The Blue Ion LX integrates safe and non-
toxic Lithium Ferrous Phosphate (LFP) energy storage with 
high-quality power conversion equipment. 

For the VERGE event, Blue Planet Energy integrated 
diverse charging sources with its microgrid system, 
including a per-manently installed 72 kW solar array 
mounted on the nearby Golden State Warriors’ former 
practice facility, and a biogas generator manufactured by 
All Power Labs. Site control and visualization equipment 
provided by Blue Planet Energy’s technology partner, Ageto 
Energy, monitored and controlled system components and 
provided event attendees a detailed view of the Blue Ion LX 
microgrid in operation.

Blue Planet Energy Microgrid 
Powers VERGE 2019 Event
Surrounded by wildfires and amid utility public safety power shutoffs that impact-

ed millions of Californians, the VERGE 2019 conference in Oakland, California was 

a beacon of energy independence. A real-world solution to utility blackouts and 

climate change, Blue Planet Energy’s commercial microgrid powered the event.  

“Blue Planet Energy’s 
commercial Blue Ion 
LX microgrid system is 
a best-in-class 
independent power 
solution. It’s a building 
block for a modern 
utility grid that’s 
resilient, reliable, and 

carbon-free.”

  —Wes Kennedy
       Application Engineer
     Blue Planet Energy
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