
Stormwater Pollution is the #1 water quality issue

Fertilizing your lawn

Hazardous waste

Pet Waste

Be River Smart

Washing your car

Fertilizers are easily transported from lawn to
storm drain, and once in the water cause
algae blooms, which take up the oxygen

needed for aquatic life. 

What Can You Do?
What Can You Do?

What Can You Do to prevent
hazardous waste from entering our

streams, rivers and Long Island
Sound?

What Can You Do?

Use fertilizers sparingly or not at all, and stick
to organic, slow release fertilizers. When
mowing the lawn, mow high and leave

clippings. They will naturally fertilize your
lawn, leading to better results for your home

and the watershed!

Pet waste is a source of bacteria, such
as E.coli, and if left out it can be

carried by stormwater into the water
we fish in, swim in, and drink from.

Throw the waste in the garbage, or
flush it! Flushing will bring it to be

treated in a sewage plant or septic
system.

Check and fix any oil leaks from your car,
lawn mowers, and other equipment. Clean up
spills immediately - collect in plastic jugs and

use kitty litter to soak up any residue.

Properly dispose of unused medications - take
them to the police department’s drug drop
box, town collection events for hazardous
waste, or check with your local pharmacy.

When you wash your car on a paved surface,
stormwater carries oil, grease, and soap

towards storm drains, which flow directly into
streams and rivers, and can eventually end up

in Long Island Sound!

Wash your car on the lawn, and use
biodegradable soap. The ground helps

naturally filter out pollutants. Alternatively,
use a car wash where the water is recycled

and treated.



Home projects to do

Rain Barrels

Rain Gardens

Resources

Funding for Farmington River Watershed Association’s River Smart
educational handouts is provided in part by the Long Island Sound

Futures Fund

Creating natural areas for water to soak
into the ground - natural filtration - is an
excellent way to reduce polluted runoff,

and can beautify your home!
 

By collecting rain from your roof, you can
water your garden and lawn without
depleting drinking water sources. The

stormwater collected recharges
groundwater, rather than flowing into

storm drains, which lowers water bills and
reduces energy use.

 

Rain barrels can either be
purchased, or built yourself.
Google search rain barrel

companies in your area, or check
out Rain Water Solutions: 

www.rainwatersolutions.com/colle
ctions/rain-barrels

DIY mentality? Grab some tools and
involve the family for a fun project.
Get creative and paint a design on

the barrel! Check out this link for
simple step-by-step instructions for

building your own:
 

Rain gardens infiltrate stormwater
and prevent pollutants from flowing

directly into storm drains, which
lead straight to streams and rivers! 

www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Mb2dFnbUc30

Rain Gardens...
Reduce polluted runoff
Provide wildlife habitat

Beatify your lawn
Protect against erosion
Recharge groundwater

UCONN offers a free systematic guide
to planning, implementing, and
managing a rain garden. More

information can be found here as well
as a free user-friendly app: 

http://nemo.uconn.edu/raingardens

http://nemo.uconn.edu/raingardens

