
REMEMBER!

Cap the standpipe (if needed)

Install a downspout extension

Cut end of existing downspout

Redirecting a Downspout
Redirecting roof runoff is as simple as adding a downspout extension! a downspout extension is a PVC or metal

attachment that goes on the bottom of an existing downspout. These should carry your roof runoff at least 5 feet
away from your home to prevent water damage to your home or foundation. However, not all sites as well suited
for a simple redirection. If the slope of your lawn is too steep, or if your lawn is small compared to your roof, you

may consider installing a rain barrel or rain garden instead.
 

The materials needed to redirect your downspout cost $30 or less and the tools required are common: hacksaw,
drill, pliers, tape measure, and a screwdriver. Make sure you have the right protective gear before starting - safety

goggles and gloves.

Attach the elbow

Using a fine-tooth hacksaw, cut the end of the downspout so
that it ends approximately 9 inches above the standpipe.

Remove the cut piece from the area.

If redirecting a downspout directly connected to the storm
drain system with a standpipe, you will need to cap the top of

the existing standpipe. Use a plug with a wing nut or an
expansion plug/cap. 

Attach the elbow to the cut downspout by placing it
over the end. Use needlenose pliers to crimp the

downspout for a good fit. Secure the elbow to the
downspout on either side with sheet metal screws. You

may need to predrill the screw holes. 

Attach the elbow into a downspout extension made of the
same material as your downspout. Slide the extension over
the elbow and secure it using sheet metal screws. Consider

using a splash block as well, which will help prevent soil
erosion, and can help direct water toward rain/rock gardens

DOWNSPOUTS SHOULD:
Drain at least 5 feet away from your home 

Be at least 5 feet away from your property line
 Point toward grass or gardens- NOT toward your driveway or

neighbors house!

Source: hƩp://www.lcbp.org/water-environment/water-quality/stormwater/how-to-redirect-a-downspout/
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