
The importance of tax-time: 


Why do I even need to file taxes? 
This year parents can get up to $5,200 when they file taxes! 

Thinking about taxes can feel stressful! 

But for millions of families, and for most 

families it is actually the time when they 

can get the largest check ($$$$) they’ll 

receive all year. 



This year (2023) parents with 1 child born 

in 2022 or before could be eligible for up to 

$5,200 in cash as part of their tax refund. 

Parents with 2 children could get up to 

$9,100. 



The money is from “tax credits” which is 

money given to families in their tax 

refund. The only way to get these credits is 

by filing taxes.


 


Many families, especially new parents, 

miss out on this money by not filing, 

leaving $12 Billion unclaimed every year.

Watch out for the tax 
preparers who charge high 
fees to take a big piece of 
your well-earned refund! 

There are a lot of myths about taxes 
that aren’t true. 

Not true! When you “file taxes” you are telling 

the government your income.  Even if you do 

not owe taxes, there may be tax credits 

which can give you cash! This year, you can 

get money back (up to $5,200) even when 

you don’t owe taxes. So, it is worth it to file!


Not true! As long as your child has a SSN, 

parents with an ITIN or a SSN are eligible for 

up to $2,000 from the Child Tax Credit (and 

up to $1,500 can be refunded to you) for 

children born before 2023. If you have a SSN 

and some paid work you may get up to 

$3,700 more from the Earned Income Tax 

Credit too.  


Not true! 70% of folks in the U.S. can get  

their taxes prepared for free! There are both 

IRS-certified tax preparers and free versions 

of software that families can use, and low-

cost options like Let’s Get Set to make it 

easier. 


01.
MYTH: I don’t owe taxes so there is no 
reason for me to file

02.
MYTH: I can’t get any tax credits or tax 
credits aren’t for me.

03.
MYTH: Taxes have to be hard. If I want to 
get them done, I have to pay someone a 
ton of money to do them for me. 


