
 

 

 
    
 

Columbus Office: 

  77 S. High Street, 10th Floor 

  Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

Ohio Parole Board 

Parole Board Members 

4545 Fisher Road, Suite D 

Columbus,  

Ohio 43228 

 

Dear Ohio Parole Board Members, 

 

My colleagues and I are asking this Board to give a full and fair review of the application 

submitted by Mr. Anthony Apanovitch and expeditiously set this matter for a full hearing. 

Anthony Apanovitch was accused and convicted of the burglary, rape and murder of Mary Anne 

Flynn in Cleveland in 1984. He was quickly targeted by the police although there was no physical 

or eyewitness evidence to place Mr. Apanovitch at the scene of the crime, and ignoring his alibi, 

he was sentenced to death by electric chair.  

 

In 2000 the medical examiner in Cuyahoga County tested DNA and found Mr. Apanovitch had 

not committed said crime. The medical examiner failed to share these DNA results with Mr. 

Apanovitch and his lawyers, they only told the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor, for eight years after 

the finding.  

 

In 2015, after a two-day hearing the judge found that “evidence meets, and exceeds, the standard 

of clear and convincing evidence of actual innocence as far as the vaginal rape” and Mr. 

Apanovitch was “acquitted of vaginal rape”. The story should end there, an innocent man is sent 

home to live his life freely, but that is not the case.  

 

In 2018, the Ohio Supreme Court reversed the common pleas court ruling by saying they did not 

have jurisdiction to reverse his sentence and reinstated his conviction and returned an innocent 

man to death row.  

 

As State Representatives of Ohio and sponsors of HB 586, which regards post-conviction relief 

based on DNA evidence of innocence, we are asking this Board to give a full and fair review, 

whether through investigating, holding a hearing or making a clemency recommendation for Mr. 

Apanovitch. This injustice needs to be corrected now, an innocent man has already served almost 

40 years in prison, despite DNA evidence not placing him at the scene of the crime. This ruling 

needs to be reversed, swiftly, there is no reason for a man whose innocence was proven to spend 

any more time on death row. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

       
Representative Joe Miller     Representative Bill Seitz 



 

    
Representative Latyna. M. Humphrey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Representative Sharon A. Ray 

 

 

  


