
 

 
WORKFORCE, FACILITIES, AND PROGRAM EXPANSION  
Head Start programs face many of the same challenges that other non-profits and businesses do.  
Operating and building costs have significantly increased, workforce and labor shortages are impacting 
early learning programs, and many Head Start programs don ’t have the classroom space needed to 
enroll more children.   

In 2023, the Oregon Head Start Association is focused on addressing these critical challenges.  Our 
primary goal is to ensure that every family eligible for Head Start is provided an opportunity for their 
child to enroll in a local program.  In order to do this, we need more classrooms and more employees.  
 

Program and Workforce Funding Requests  

• $391 million in funding for Early Head Start and Oregon Pre-Kindergarten programs.  

• The Governor’s budget includes new funding as part of an early childhood stabilization package 
that will help programs address the cost of inflation, workforce shortages, and overall 
operational costs.  $25.6 million is slated to help Head Start programs.    
 

Facilities Funding Requests  

• The Oregon Head Start Association supports $20 million in LIFT funding to co-locate early 
learning space next to affordable housing under development.  In 2021, there was $10 million 
allocated to the Oregon Housing and Community Services for this program.  This funding would 
be in the OHCS budget bill, SB 5511.  

• The Oregon Head Start Association supports HB 3005 and the development of an Early 
Childhood Infrastructure Fund and an allocation of $110 million in funding for grants to eligible 
pre-school providers and programs.  The early childhood infrastructure needs around the state 
are significant – and this investment would help address this critical need. 

 

HEAD START PROGRAMS HAVE A TRACK RECORD OF SUCCESS! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Head Start puts children on the 
pathway to success. 
Children are more likely to read by 
the 3rd grade, graduate from 
high school and receive a post-
secondary degree. 

 

Children’s health is important. 
Programs promote physical, dental, 
and mental health.  They provide 
free daily meals and snacks to 
promote good nutrition and 
ensure children are healthy and 

ready to learn. 

 

Head Start emphasizes the role of 
parents as their child’s most 
important teacher. 
Parents learn how best to support 
their child’s educational 
development and are given 

opportunities to advance their own 
education and gain job training.  



 

 
ABOUT HEAD START AND OREGON PRE-KINDERGARTEN  
Oregon Pre-Kindergarten (OPK) is a state funded program that operates under the same guidelines as 
federal Head Start Programs.  Head Start provides free pre-school for children ages 3-4.  Programs 
support critical language, literacy, and emotional development, and are located in every county in 
Oregon.  Head Start provides nutrition support, health care support, and prioritizes working with 
families to help them stay engaged and involved in their child’s education.  Head Start’s OPK programs 
provide children with a chance to begin public kindergarten well-adjusted and ready to learn.  

Children eligible for Oregon Pre-Kindergarten come from families that earn less than 100 percent of 
federal poverty level, are currently homeless, in foster care or from families receiving TANF or SSI 
benefits.  Approximately 17,500 children are enrolled in federal or state Oregon Pre-Kindergarten 
programs.   
 

ABOUT EARLY HEAD START  

Early Head Start provides early learning and comprehensive child development along with family 
support services to low-income families with children birth to 3 years of age.  Programs serve families 
with full-day and full-year programs tailored to meet the needs of eligible families.  Services include 
both center-based services in an early learning care and educational setting with home visits.  The 
program also provides home-based services with weekly home visits for those parents who prefer that 
option.   


