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City to observe Fire Prevention Week, Honolulu Hale to be illuminated 
 

 
 

Mayor Blangiardi presenting a proclamation to Fire Chief Sheldon Hao and the Honolulu Fire 
Department during a ceremony on Friday 

  
HONOLULU – During a ceremony today, Mayor Rick Blangiardi proclaimed October 9 to 
October 15, 2022 to be Fire Prevention Week (FPW) in the City and County of Honolulu. In 
addition, Mayor Blangiardi has requested that Honolulu Hale be lit in the color red from 
sundown on Sunday, October 9 through sunrise on Saturday, October 15 to observe FPW.  

The City and County of Honolulu observes FPW each year, along with the nation, during the 
week of October 9 in commemoration of the Great Chicago Fire, which began on October 8, 
1871, and killed more than 250 people, left 100,000 individuals homeless, and destroyed more 
than 17,400 structures. FPW celebrates fire awareness, highlights the importance of this week, 
and supports the mission to provide for safer communities.   

This year’s FPW theme is “Fire won’t wait. Plan your escape.” because 75% of fire deaths 
nationally occurred in the home. The ability to evacuate a home during a fire depends on early 



warning from smoke alarms, advanced planning, and regular practice. According to the National 
Fire Protection Association, home fires in 2020 resulted in 2,360 civilian deaths in the U.S. 

“The brave men and women of the Honolulu Fire Department, who risk their lives daily to 
protect us and our property, definitely know the importance of being proactive,” said Mayor 
Blangiardi. “I encourage everyone to invest the time to learn more about home fire escape 
planning and to take the necessary and possible life saving steps to ensure our families are 
safeguarded from harm.”  
 
“The Honolulu Fire Department is committed to ensuring the safety of the public we serve,” said 
Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) Fire Chief Sheldon Hao. “We urge everyone to ensure smoke 
alarms are maintained and working, create an escape plan with all members of your household, 
and practice it regularly to make sure loved ones know what to do when the smoke alarm 
sounds.”  

This year’s FPW activities include a Family Day on Saturday, October 22, at the Honolulu Zoo 
and the public is invited to attend. Come learn more about fire safety and meet members of the 
HFD. More information can be found on the HFD website at https://fire.honolulu.gov/.    
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Stay connected with Mayor Rick Blangiardi on social media: 
Facebook - Mayor Rick Blangiardi 
Twitter - @MayorRickHNL 
Instagram - @MayorRickHNL  
 


