
For Lawyers and Accountants
Corporate structure charts communicate a great deal of information through the use of 
unique shapes, lines, and styling. Many �rms, and even individual practitioners, have nuanced 
approaches to how they visualize entities, but there are many accepted conventions that 
everyone should be familiar with.

Without a platform specialized for corporate diagramming like Blue J Diagrams, it can be 
challenging to recall the many di�erent shapes and unique conventions that exist, or easily 
apply them. 

A Guide to Common 
Corporate Diagram Shapes 
and Conventions

This infographic guide serves as a go-to resource on the unique shapes for di�erent types 
of entities and relationships in your corporate structure chart.  

Beyond shapes, here are other widely-accepted conventions to help you communicate 
e�ectively in your structure charts. 

www.bluej.com 

Want to get started with a diagramming solution specialized for corporate 
structure charts? Then visit Blue J Diagrams today. 

Visit bluej.com

Rectangle

A Corporation

Indicates 
the entity or 
relationship 
is proposed

A jurisdictional line, commonly used to 
delineate between foreign and domestic 

entities in a single chart (instead of or 
in addition to the blue shading) 

Indicates 
the entity or 
relationship 
is dissolved

Indicates an 
action taking 

place

Indicates entity 
is foreign rather 
than domestic

Hybrid Branch or Disregarded Entity (treated 
as a branch for US federal tax purposes; 
corporation in the state of organization 
or foreign jurisdiction (where applicable)

Trust US parent 
corporation

A Partnership A Branch, Disregarded 
Entity or Individual 

Hybrid Partnership 
(US partnership, foreign 

corporation)

Reverse Hybrid 
Corporation (US 

corporation, foreign 
pass-through)

Triangle Oval Triangle in Rectangle

Upside Down Triangle 
in Rectangle

Circle in 
Rectangle

Horizontal Rhombus 
(Diamond)

Dash-Line X in Shape, 
on Line

Curved Line 
with Arrow

Horizontal or 
Vertical Line

Blue Fill 
Shapes

Rectangle with 
USP Label

Represents 
an asset BankControlled foreign 

corporation 

HexagonBlue Rectangle 
with CFC Label

Pentagon with 
Bank Label
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