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January 19, 2023 

 

Secretary Kimberly D. Bose 

Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission 888 First Street, NE 
Washington, D.C. 20426 

 

  RE: Ashton Dam Hydroelectric Project P-14634 

  Proof of Publication of Notice of Intent, Request to 

  Use the Traditional License Process, and  

  Preliminary Application Document 

 

 

Transmitted herein for filing by the New England Hydropower Company (NEHC) is the proof 

of publication with respect to NEHC’s Notice of Intent, Request to Use the Traditional License 

Process, and the Preliminary Application Document. 

 

The public notice was published on Thursday, January 19, 2023 in The Valley Breeze, a 

newspaper serving Providence County.  The public notice was prepared and published in 

accordance with 18 C.F.R. § 5.3(d)(2). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (339) 293-3157 or at carol@nehydropower.com with 

any questions or comments. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

New England Hydropower Company, LLC 

 

Carol Wasserman 

 

Carol Wasserman, Principal  

 

mailto:carol@nehydropower.com
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Lincoln resident Keith Tucker said their fam-
ily’s annual Christmas display and collection 

effort this year resulted in $350 in donations 
for local animal shelters and the Woonsocket 
Cat Sanctuary to provide supplies and foods. 

“Our donations tripled this year, and it was 
all thanks to the article The Valley Breeze 

wrote,” he said. Pictured here are, from left, 
BODIE TUCKER, 4, BLAKE TUCKER, 7, and 

BRYNN TUCKER, 9.

Tucker family 
collection exceeds 

expectations

Nonprofits invited to 
sign up to raise funds at 

401Gives
PROVIDENCE – 401Gives is 

gearing up for a return on April 1. 
Nonprofits who wish to participate 
and raise funds for their work are 
invited to register now and can do so 
at 401gives.org.

Powered by United Way of Rhode 
Island, 401Gives was created as a 
unified day of giving to both sup-
port the state’s nonprofit community 
and uplift the work of a sector that 
touches nearly every Rhode Islander, 
states a news release. Organizers say 
it provides an easy way for people to 
donate directly to any of hundreds of 
nonprofits.

New and returning nonprofits are 
invited to attend any of a number of 
401Gives trainings and workshops 
geared toward sharing insights and 
best practices. A schedule of sessions 
and instructions on signing up can be 
found at 401gives.org/info/trainings. 
Additionally, the trainings page fea-
tures a library of helpful on-demand 
videos, and a toolkit for organizations 
can be found at 401gives.org/info/
nonprofit-toolkit.

For more information, contact 
Caitlynn Douglas at 401-444-0720, or 
email 401Gives@unitedwayri.org.

Women’s Fund of R.I. and 
Women’s Bureau to hold 

reception Jan. 25
PROVIDENCE – The Women’s 

Fund of Rhode Island is hosting a 
reception to honor women recently 
elected into Rhode Island office on 
Wednesday, Jan. 25, at 2 p.m., in the 
Governor’s Reception Room at the 
Rhode Island Statehouse.

The program will feature congrat-
ulations and inspiring remarks from 
some of the state’s top female law-
makers, states a news release, includ-
ing Lt. Gov. Sabina Matos, House 
Majority Whip Katherine Kazarian, 
and Central Falls Mayor Maria 
Rivera.

Both the Women’s Fund of Rhode 
Island and the Women’s Bureau will 
use the event as an opportunity to 
launch their annual Women’s Well-
Being Index, a report showcasing sig-
nificant data on Rhode Island women 
and organizational policy priorities. A 
ceremony honoring the newly-elected 
women will end the program.

The public is invited to attend. 
Refreshments will be served before 
and after the program. To register, 
visit https://tinyurl.com/2yhaxxf4.

Tech Time for Seniors at 
Lincoln Library

LINCOLN – Need help to sign 
up for email or want to start read-
ing eBooks or listen to audiobooks? 
The library can help. Tech Time for 
Seniors, a drop-in program will be 
held at the Lincoln Public Library, 
145 Old River Road, on the following 
Mondays: Jan. 23, Feb. 6 and Feb. 13 
at 10 a.m.

Registration is not required. For 
more information, visit lincolnlibrary.
com.

IN BRIEF

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF FILING WITH 

THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
ASHTON HYDRO, LLC

100 CUMMINGS CENTER, STE 451C, BEVERLY, MA 01915
ASHTON DAM HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT

FERC NO. P-14634

In accordance with the requirements of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (the Commission), Ashton 
Hydro, LLC (Ashton), hereby gives notice and declares its intent to apply for an original license for the uncon-
structed Ashton Dam Hydroelectric Project, P-14634. The run-of-river Project is located at the Ashton Dam 
on the Lower Blackstone River, Town of Cumberland, Providence County, Rhode Island, within the Blackstone 
River Valley National Historic Corridor, at a site used primarily for passive public recreation.

On or about January 13, 2023, Ashton will file with the Commission its Notice of Intent (NOI) to seek an origi-
nal license for an unconstructed <10 MW project, a Pre-Application Document (PAD) and a request to use the 
Traditional License Process (TLP). The NOI provides notice of Ashton’s intent to file a license application for 
the Project. The PAD summarizes relevant information about the Project and its operation and addresses the 
potential operational effects on environmental and cultural resources.

Ashton invites resource agencies, non-governmental organizations, and members of the public to participate in 
the licensing and to comment on this Notice. The NOI, PAD, and associated reference materials are available for 
inspection and reproduction online at the Project website: www.nehydropower.com/projects/ashton-hydro-llc 
and at the Commission’s website: https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/elibrary.asp, under docket number P-14634. 
These documents are also available from Ashton in hard copy, upon request to sama@nehydropower.com.

Ashton’s request to use the TLP is based upon three previous years of pre-PAD consultations with federal and 
state agencies, local authorities, and interested stakeholders, as well as information developed by Ashton char-
acterizing existing environmental conditions at the Project Site, including geological conditions, river flows, 
HEC RAS analysis, stability analysis, existing contamination, aquatic habitat and water quality, endangered, 
threatened, and special concern species, wetlands alterations, and significant cultural and historical structures.

Due to these pre-PAD consultations, Ashton does not anticipate an elevated level of complexity or controversy 
regarding resource issues during the licensing process. The Commission’s authorizing the use of the TLP will 
not infringe on the ability of agencies or the public to provide comments on the Project or on Ashton’s ability 
to address such comments. As prescribed by 18 C.F.R. § 5.6(d)(2), comments on the request to use the TLP 
are due to the Commission no later than 30 days following the filing date of this request. All responses must 
reference P-14634.

Comments should address:
(A) likelihood of timely license issuance,
(B) complexity of the resource issues,
(C) level of anticipated controversy,
(D) relative cost of the TLP compared to the integrated licensing process,
(E) the amount of available information and potential for significant disputes over studies,
       and
(F) other factors the commenter believes pertinent.

As prescribed by 18 C.F.R. § 385.2003(c) commenters must submit an electronic filing via http://www.ferc.
gov/docs-filing/ferconline.asp or an original and eight copies of their comments to the Office of the Secretary, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street NE, Washington, DC 20246.

Town of Lincoln Public Schools
Invitation to Bid

Special Education Instructional & Related Services

Lincoln Public Schools will receive sealed requests for Special Education 
Instructional & Related Services until January 31, 2023 at 10 AM.

Bid specifications will be available by emailing beckn@lincolnps.org or 
may be picked up at the Business Offices of the Lincoln Public Schools, 
135 Old River Road, Lincoln, RI 02865, Monday through Friday between 
the hours of 9 am and 3 pm.

The Lincoln School Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any 
and all proposals, in part or in whole, at their sole discretion. The decision 
of the School Committee shall be final and binding on all proposers with-
out recourse.

John J. McNamee, CPA
School Business Administrator
Lincoln Public Schools

ABOUT US
The Valley Breeze is 

a locally owned newspaper 

Office location: 6 Blackstone Valley Place, 
Suite #204, Lincoln, RI 02865
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. 
Closed weekends and holidays. 
Call us: 401-334-9555
Fax: 401-334-9994
Online: www.valleybreeze.com

READER SERVICES
DO YOU HAVE A STORY IDEA?
Contact Managing Editor Ethan Shorey at       
ethan@valleybreeze.com or call 
401-334-9555, ext. 130. 24-hour, 
7-day voice mail.

ADVERTISING – Call your sales representative, 
or Sales Manager Bob Fisher at 401-334-9555, 
ext. 127 or email: bob@valleybreeze.com 

CLASSIFIEDS – Place ads at valleybreeze.com, 
or call 401-334-9555 during office hours. 

NEWS BRIEFS AND CALENDAR EVENTS 
Let others know about events sponsored by 
your non-profit organization, church or school.

• Deadline: Entertainment news is Friday at 
noon. All other news is Monday 3 p.m.                               

• Submit: We prefer receiving news via e-mail. 
Send yours to news@valleybreeze.com. You 
may also fax or mail your item. Receipt does not 
guarantee publication. Event marketing by for-
profit businesses requires paid advertising.

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE? 
Share the good news of your births, 
engagements, weddings and anniversaries. This 
is a free service. Pictures will be returned upon 
request.

• Get forms: Visit www.valleybreeze.com, click 
on “Celebrations” at left, and select a form; or 
call 401-334-9555; or stop by the office during 
business hours. 

OBITUARIES – Obituaries cost $99–$138. 
They are posted online immediately, and placed 
in the first available paper. Check with your 
funeral director for details. 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A PREVIOUSLY 
PUBLISHED STORY? 
All current stories remain free online for one 
week after print publication. Older stories are 
now archived online back to July 2001. We’re 
sorry, but we have few back issues of papers 
in our offices and cannot provide free library 
services.         

• Online: Visit www.valleybreeze.com, and click 
on “Search The Breeze Archive.” Use keywords 
to find old stories. Single stories cost $2.95 
through our Newsbank partners. Multi-story 
packages, which provide lower costs per story, 
are also available.

SUBSCRIPTIONS – The Valley Breeze may be 
delivered anywhere in the United States, in an 
envelope, by First Class mail only. The cost is 
$189 per year, or $4 per week. 
Phone 401-334-9555 for details.

COPYRIGHTS – valleybreeze.com or its content 
may not be linked to any other Web site without 
the written permission of the publisher. News 
aggregators that solicit advertising may not link 
valleybreeze.com.
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