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The Princeton Project 55 Fellowships program connects talented Princeton graduates with some of 
the most effective and innovative public interest organizations around the United States. 

Our Fellows spend a year working in substantive, paid positions and join a lifelong community of 
more than 2,000 Princeton alumni who have launched their postgraduate lives through Project 55 

since the program’s inaugural cohort in 1990.

What makes a Project 55 Fellowship unique is our holistic approach to personal and professional 
development. Fellows engage in enrichment and community building through intentional aspects of 
the Fellowship program: a professional placement, mentors from within our network, professional 
development and career enrichment events and webinars, a mid-year, weekend- long retreat, and 

local and cross-cohort community building and support.

This formative, immersive experience instills in each Fellow a greater awareness of critical social 
issues, a deeper understanding of their capacity to bring about change, and a lifelong commitment 
to civic engagement. Fellows are able to affect social change by contributing to an organizational 

mission that is personally and professionally meaningful. On the Path serves as Princeton 
AlumniCorps’ directory, sharing details about each Project 55 Fellow participating in this year’s 

program.
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We encourage you to follow our Fellows throughout the year as they share their experiences on 
Instagram (@princetonalumnicorps) and The Leading Edge blog, alumnicorps.org/leadingedge. 
Please also connect with us online on Facebook (/AlumniCorps), Twitter (@AlumniCorps), and 

LinkedIn (company/princeton-alumnicorps).

The Project 55 Fellowship Program is made possible by over 100 volunteers, more than 500 
donors, and 37 nonprofit partner organizations throughout the United States. There are 45 new 
Fellows, and 2 continuing Fellows participating in the Project 55 Fellowship Program during the 

2020-21 program year.

https://www.instagram.com/princetonalumnicorps/
http://alumnicorps.org/leadingedge
http://www.facebook.com/alumnicorps
http://www.twitter.com/alumnicorps
https://www.linkedin.com/company/princeton-alumnicorps/
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Alexa Adams, 2020

Ishanya Anthapur, 2020

Taylor Branch, 2019

Connor Bridges, 2019

Caro Cantu, 2020

Caroline Castleman, 2020

Alison Chang, 2020

Patricia Chen, 2020

Abe Cruz, 2020

Kathleen Farace, 2020

Hannah Fein, 2020

Ariel Fonner, 2019
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2020-21 Project 55 Fellows
Fellows listed in alphabetical order by last name with Princeton class year

Serena Lu, 2020

Taylor Mills, 2020

Abbie Minard, 2020

Ananya Mittal, 2020

Camille Moeckel, 2020

Marisela Neff, 2020

Ebun Olunuga, 2020

Vayne Ong, 2019

Maggie Orlova, 2020

Megan Ostrowski, 2020

Kezia Otinkorang, 2020

Nathan Poland, 2020

Irma Qavolli, 2020

Manny Ramirez, 2020

Gabriela Rivera, 2020

Dae San Miguel, 2020

Jessica Schreiber, 2020

Becca Senatore, 2020

Maria Stahl, 2020

Alexis Stokes, 2020

Jane Sul, 2020

Hadley Wilhoite, 2020

Shani Williams, 2019
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Project 55 Fellowship Program Staff
Program Staff include Princeton AlumniCorps employees who coordinate the recruitment and application process for 
the Project 55 Fellowship program. They design, evaluate, and amend the program each year to ensure that it fulfills 
AlumniCorps’ mission of mobilizing people, organizations, and networks for the public good.

Caryn Tomljanovich, Executive Director

Caryn joined Princeton AlumniCorps in November 2013 and focuses on 
growing and strengthening AlumniCorps programs across the country. 
Prior to joining AlumniCorps she worked for both the Hunterdon Land 
Trust and the Hunterdon Art Museum as Director of Development. At 
both organizations, she was responsible for grant writing, event planning, 
direct appeals, and major donor strategies. She previously helped start 
the Upstate Institute at Colgate University working with faculty and 
administrators to develop the Institute’s strategic plan and structure their 
summer fellowship program. Her work there involved connecting students 
and faculty with civic engagement projects in the Central New York region, 
and working with nonprofits throughout the region on their strategic 
plans. Prior to the Upstate Institute, Caryn worked for the Partnership for 
Community Development where she focused on downtown and small 
business development in Hamilton, NY. She also spent time teaching adult 
micro-enterprise classes throughout the beautiful Finger Lakes region 
of NY and managing a microfinance revolving loan fund while at Worker 
Ownership Resource Center (WORC). Caryn applied her expertise to 
develop and teach online undergraduate and graduate-level grant writing 
classes for Excelsior College. During her career, she has developed and 
helped implement strategic plans for a variety of nonprofit organizations in 
multiple sectors. 

She earned a BA in Economics from Connecticut College and a Masters 
in Public Policy with a focus in Community Development from Rockefeller 
College at SUNY Albany. She has also completed a certificate in Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion from Cornell University.
Pronouns: She | Her | Hers
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Soraia Francisco, Program Manager

Mx. Soraia Francisco is a proud queer pup parent and cancer survivor. Born 
in Portugal, they migrated to the United States with their family, graduated 
from Rutgers University as a first-generation college student, and then 
traveled to multiple U.S. cities as a two-term serving AmeriCorps member. 
During Soraia’s service terms, they provided relief and long term-recovery 
for natural disaster survivors, college readiness tutoring for underserved 
students, and various community-oriented service projects. After their 
last service term, Soraia found a new home in the Pacific Northwest; 
there they spent four years building relationships with and serving youth 
as a School Outreach Coordinator for Communities In Schools. In 2016, 
Soraia was diagnosed with stage three colorectal cancer and underwent 
treatment in Seattle. Soraia, cancer-free, resumed their graduate degree 
program in Human Sexuality Education; they became invested in pursuing 
transformative sexology as a student and emerging professional in the 
human sexuality field. Soraia joined Princeton AlumniCorps in 2018 as 
a Program Associate and loves working with such a dedicated, justice-
oriented, and fun team.
Pronouns: They | Them

Brielle Blackshear, Development and Programs Operations Associate

Brielle has been a staff member at AlumniCorps since 2017. Starting off 
as the Office Intern for AlumniCorps during her last semester of college, 
she was drawn to the organization’s mission and team dynamics and was 
given the opportunity to start her professional career at AlumniCorps as 
the Project Assistant. More recently, she was promoted to Development 
and Programs Operations Associate where she continues to support 
the Program and Development teams in executing various operational 
responsibilities. Brielle is a graduate of the Rutgers University School 
of Management and Labor Relations with a minor certification in Public 
Health. During undergrad, she worked in administration at the Rutgers 
University Department of Latino and Caribbean Studies. She was also the 
Public Relations Manager for the Rutgers University Students with Children 
Organization, a student-led organization whose mission is to make higher 
education more accessible for mothers and fathers. She brings a passion 
for community work and advocacy to Princeton AlumniCorps, and in her free 
time, she enjoys traveling with her 4-year-old son.  
Pronouns: She | Her | Hers
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Bay Area (San Francisco and Oakland)

This year, five Fellows will be working at three different partner organizations in the Bay Area.

Altitude Learning 
NewSchools Venture Fund

UCSF Breast Cancer Center
2020-21 Area Committee Chair: Abigail Kelly ’15

Alison Chang ’20, she/her/hers, UCSF Breast Cancer Center

Alison Chang hails from Walnut, a suburb located in sunny Southern California, but lived 
in Fremont, California for the first four years of her life. At Princeton, she majored in 
Medical Anthropology with a certificate in Global Health Policy. Alison has always been 
inquisitive about the intricate aspects of medicine, health, and well-being. Luckily, she has 
had the privilege to explore her passion for medicine in shadowing, wet lab research to 
investigate asthma outcomes for infants in utero during Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico, 
and even in interviews with international communities in China to investigate barriers to 
accessing healthcare. Being on the women’s golf team for four years - with the chance 
to lead the team as co-captain in her senior year - has continued to be one of the most 
formative, gratifying, and special parts of Alison’s Princeton experience. Another joy has 
been working with children. She loves volunteering at the Princeton Nursery School, 
much of which has been her favorite part of the week, and being an outreach coordinator 
for Camp Kesem, which supports children through and beyond a family member’s cancer 
diagnosis. In her gap year, she is excited to pursue a path that intersects her love of 
storytelling, medicine, and community outreach. Moving forward, Alison cannot wait to 
work at UCSF Breast Care Center, where she seeks to work more innovatively and think 
more urgently with patients in mind, alongside inspiring leaders in the breast care field. 
Other loves include the beautiful outdoors, Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams, journaling, John 
Mayer, acai bowls, supporting the Lakers, and being able to witness all four seasons at 
Princeton.

Sadie Henderson ’20, she/her/hers, Altitude Learning

Sadie Henderson is from Hattiesburg, Mississippi. At Princeton, she majored in History 
and minored in South Asian Studies and Gender and Sexuality Studies. Her independent 
work primarily focused on family history, as her mother was born in Nairobi, Kenya, but 
migrated to Starkville, Mississippi, so that her grandfather could pursue a PhD. Education 
has always been a central theme for her family, and she is excited to dive into the world 
of education technology with Altitude Learning. She is excited to learn more about the 
innovative field of education technology and contribute to Altitude Learning’s growth.
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Ananya Mittal ’20, she/her/hers, UCSF Breast Cancer Center

Ananya Mittal was born in Washington DC but grew up half a world away in New Delhi, 
India. At Princeton, she was a neuroscience major with certificates in Linguistics and 
Cognitive Science. She is fascinated by the human brain and loves learning about how 
children develop! Her senior thesis was about how early language acquisition affects 
mental representations and early learning in babies. Ananya has been interested in the 
intersection between research and medicine for as long as she can remember and she 
wants to spend some time exploring both fields before she decides what she wants 
to do next. She is so excited to be at UCSF, where she will get to immerse herself in 
an environment that will give her the best of both worlds. In her free time Ananya also 
dabbles in graphic design, binge watches Disney movies, and tries to cook (often failing 
miserably).

Ebun Olunuga ’20, she/her/hers, UCSF Breast Cancer Center

Ebun Olunuga was born and raised in Silver Spring, Maryland. She is the youngest 
daughter of Nigerian immigrants and was raised in a vibrant and diverse community with 
an appreciation for different cultures. At Princeton, she majored in Molecular Biology 
with a certificate in Neuroscience and has always had a strong interest in healthcare and 
pursuing a career in medicine. On campus, Ebun occupied several leadership positions 
as a Residential College Advisor (RCA) in Whitman College, President of the Princeton 
Premedical Society, as well as Captain of the Princeton Cheerleading Team. She is 
excited to explore the city of San Francisco next year where she will be a fellow at UCSF 
Breast Cancer Care Center.

Gabriela Rivera ’20, she/her/hers, NewSchools Venture Fund

Gabriela Rivera is from Arlington, Massachusetts. At Princeton, she majored in 
Anthropology with certificates in Global Health and Health Policy and Latin American 
Studies. She greatly enjoyed opportunities to meaningfully engage with the community 
while at Princeton through education-related initiatives. Being a teacher and a project 
leader for El Centro, an adult ESL program, has been an especially influential part of 
her life over the past four years. She was also a board member on the Pace Center’s 
Student Volunteers Council and a volunteer with HomeFront and Womanspace in 
Trenton. Her ethnographic research for her senior thesis looked at the transformative 
power of community-based responses to Hurricane María in Puerto Rico, and Gabriela is 
particularly excited to build on her qualitative research experience during her fellowship 
with EF+Math at NewSchools Venture Fund.

Bay Area (San Francisco and Oakland)
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Boston
This year, six Fellows will be working at three partner organizations in Boston:

Community Group
EMNet at Massachusetts General Hospital

2020-21 Area Committee Co-Chairs:  Ruby Guo ’19 and Jaein Jung ’20

Alexa Adams ’20, she/her/hers, Community Group

Alexa Adams is from Clifton, New Jersey. At Princeton, she majored in English with 
certificates in Gender and Sexuality Studies and European Cultural Studies. She is 
passionate about education and super excited to support and learn from students as 
a Community Group Operations and Special Projects Fellow. Alexa’s most rewarding 
experiences at Princeton have been tutoring elementary school students with the 
Princeton Scholars Program, serving as a Community Action Fellow and Leader, and 
working with the Office of International Programs as a Global Ambassador. As a first-
generation college student, she feels that education has radically shaped her life and she 
looks forward to working for a network of schools and educational programs near Boston. 
In her free time, Alexa loves reading, watching Disney movies, baking, and playing with 
animals.

Ishanya Anthapur, originally from the Bay Area, CA, graduated from Princeton University 
in May 2020 with a major in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. She has always harbored 
a love of exploring new countries and cultures and has spent time in over fifteen 
countries. Ishanya is a member of the UN-Women Faith and Gender fellowship at 
Princeton, where she and other fellows collaborate to address issues of gender violence 
and the intersection of activism with religion. In 2019, Ishanya received a research grant 
to work with a professor at Princeton to study immunology, diet, and animal behaviour 
in field mice. In the summer of 2018, Ishanya worked for the International Network of 
Engaged Buddhists centered in Bangkok, Thailand where she worked with Buddhist 
activist Achan Sulak Sivaraksa on generating peace talks between Burmese Buddhist 
and Muslim activists. She also helped organize and run a social activism training program 
for Southeast Asians through Chulalongkorn University (CURLS 2018). Ishanya is an 
avid musician and is a member of an a cappella group, Princeton Roaring 20, and a rock 
music group, PURE.

Ishanya Anthapur ’20, she/her/hers, Community Group

Jaein Jung ’20, she/her/hers,  EMNet at Massachusetts General Hospital

Jaein Jung hails from the southern coast of Massachusetts but considers Boulder, 
Colorado as her first hometown. She is the daughter of Korean immigrants and the 
oldest of three children. Although she is a proud STEMinist, Jaein decided to major 
in Anthropology with a certificate in Global Health & Health Policy. She studied for a 
semester in London and spent summers in northern India and South Korea. These 
experiences abroad inspired her to pursue international medicine and contribute to 
creating a future in which health is a universal human right. Since her freshman year, 
Jaein worked as a student assistant at the Frick Chemistry Laboratory and was a member 
of the Premeds Without Borders group. Jaein also values community service and 
volunteered at a local hospital and a shelter in Trenton, NJ. In her free time, Jaein loves 
playing the violin, drawing, and practicing calligraphy. She is thrilled about joining the 
EMNet team as a Clinical Research Coordinator next year.
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Boston

Camille Moeckel ’20, she/her/hers, EMNet at Massachusetts General Hospital

Camille Moeckel is from Cromwell, Connecticut. She has always been particularly 
interested in medicine and the social and economic determinants of health, and one day, 
she hopes to pursue a career as a doctor. At Princeton, she majored in Sociology and 
minored in Global Health and Health Policy. Her independent work focused primarily on 
the intersection between genomics and adverse experiences and hardship as a child. 
She is excited to gain clinical research experience at the Emergency Medicine Network 
Coordinating Center.

Maggie  Orlova ’20, she/her/hers, Harvard Medical School

Maggie Orlova is from Vancouver, BC. She was born in Moscow, Russia, but her family 
immigrated to Canada when she was four years old. At Princeton, she concentrated in 
Chemical and Biological Engineering and completed certificates in Russian Language 
and Culture, as well as Engineering Biology. She is interested in pursuing a career as 
a physician-scientist. During the summer of her junior year, she was a Reiner G. Stoll 
Undergraduate Fellow in the Link Lab. She also held a ProCES research internship 
at Hyacinth AIDS Foundation in New Jersey during her sophomore year. These two 
internships were instrumental in influencing her career path. Outside of class, Maggie 
was a member of the Varsity Women’s Water Polo team, Scholars Institute Fellows 
Program, Real Food Co-op, Cloister Inn, Find the Match, and Team U. She held positions 
as a Summer Campus Tour Guide, Dillon Swim Coach and Circulation Desk Assistant at 
Donald Stokes Library. Maggie looks forward to being a Project 55 Fellow at the Gygi Lab 
in the Molecular Biology department at Harvard Medical School. She hopes to bring her 
knowledge acquired throughout her undergraduate career to the lab, as well as learning 
new skills during this time.

Tomi Lawal is from Pinehurst, North Carolina. He is the child of Nigerian immigrants and 
is interested in biology, medicine, and healthcare. At Princeton, he majored in Ecology 
and Evolutionary Biology and minored in Global Health & Health Policy. Tomi volunteered 
in the Emergency Department at Penn Medicine Princeton Medical Center and Ascend 
Hospice, in addition to serving as a Residential College Advisor in Butler College and as 
a fellow for the Carl A. Field Center. He is excited to conduct research as a Project 55 
Fellow at EMNet and deepen his understanding of healthcare systems through clinical 
research. Some of his hobbies include running, watching Marvel movies, and listening to 
music.

Tomi Lawal ’20, he/him/his, EMNet at Massachusetts General Hospital
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Megan Ostrowski ’20, she/her/hers, Sinai Community Institute
Megan Ostrowski is from Amherst, New Hampshire. At Princeton, she majored in 
Molecular Biology with an emphasis on courses focusing on issues of healthcare and 
public health policy. She has always been interested in making healthcare more equitable 
among all members of society and she is excited to be able to have more of an active 
role doing this at Sinai Community Institute. Megan is also very involved in dance and is 
excited to have the opportunity to explore the dance community in Chicago.

Sera Gorucu ’20, she/her/hers, Illinois State Board of Education

Sera Gorucu is from Paterson, New Jersey. She has one older sister and two parents, 
both Turkish immigrants. She has long been interested in enhancing the ways people 
choose to communicate with each other, which intertwines with how she thinks about 
education and how it can improve. She has always been interested in civic service and 
loves taking every chance she can to give back to the communities she is part of. Over 
time, education has become a priority for her in choosing how she serves, and she is very 
excited to be working for the Illinois State Board of Education this year.

Chicago
This year, five Fellows will be working at five different partner organizations in Chicago:

Carole Robertson Center for Learning 
Chicagoland Workers Fund Alliance 

Illinois State Board of Education 
North Lawndale Employment Network 

Sinai Community Institute
2020-21 Area Committee Chair: Virginia Midkiff ’14

Caroline Castleman ’20, she/her/hers, North Lawndale Employment Network

Caroline Castleman is from Devon, Pennsylvania, in the suburbs of Philadelphia. At 
Princeton, she studied the history of science, received a certificate in neuroscience, 
and completed the pre-med curriculum. She has also been involved with editing and 
journalism work both on and off-campus, and is excited to further develop this interest in 
information dissemination while gaining new data visualization skills during her Fellowship 
year with the North Lawndale Employment Network. Caroline is looking forward to finally 
leaving the East Coast and learning more about the North Lawndale neighborhood (both 
its history and present) through community-based work there. She hopes to apply lessons 
and skills from this Fellowship year to further education in medicine and history.
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Becca Senatore ’20, she/they, Chicagoland Workers Fund Alliance

Becca Senatore is a Jersey native and one of five kids. Becca majored in Slavic 
Languages and Literatures and are always happy to talk about their thesis topic, so ask 
them about Russian rap music! Their ambitions have always been rooted in their values: 
compassion, equity, community, and justice. They find their “why” in hearing those who 
often go unheard, and see their fellowship with the Chicagoland Workers Fund Alliance as 
a natural and exciting extension of that purpose. They also love finger-painting, hot tea, 
singing in the shower, and long walks on the beach.

Chicago

Hadley Wilhoite ’20, she/her/hers, Carole Robertson Center for Learning

Hadley Wilhoite is from Portland, Oregon, where people like to “keep it weird” and think 
outside of the box. From a young age, her brothers DeVaughn and Dorsey taught her the 
importance of playfulness, laughter, and cherishing moments with family, and she realized 
the impact of close, lasting relationships. At Princeton, she majored in Spanish and 
Portuguese and received a certificate in Latin American Studies. Hadley was a committed 
member of the Princeton Women’s Track and Field Team, and she took advantage of 
opportunities to visit local elementary schools for Reading with the Tigers. She has 
developed a passion for education and youth development, and she has cherished 
opportunities to connect with Spanish-speaking populations. Hadley is thrilled to learn 
how the Carole Robertson Center supports Chicago’s children and families, and she is 
eager to discover where her passion for community empowerment will take her.
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New Jersey & Philadelphia
This year, six Fellows will be working at six different partner organizations in the New Jersey and Philadelphia area:

Burke Foundation
D & R Greenway

Free Library of Philadelphia
Jewish Community Housing Corporation of Metropolitan New Jersey

New Foundations Charter Schools
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital

2020-21 Area Committee Co-Chairs: Melissa Hager and Jean Trujillo *95

Arielle Lawson ’20, she/her/hers, Burke Foundation Program and Policy Fellow
Arielle Lawson is from Pembroke Pines, Florida. Since she was young, she has had an 
interest in the medical field and continued to pursue that interest at Princeton through 
volunteering at Princeton Medical Center and as a Peer Health Advisor. At Princeton, she 
majored in Philosophy and minored in Values and Public Life, while completing the pre-
med requirements. Through her studies, she developed an interest in researching health 
as a human right and the ethical underpinnings of disparities in health outcomes on a 
national and global scale. Arielle is excited to work with the Burke Foundation and further 
understand what necessities community-based organizations need to improve early 
childhood development practice and maternal health outcomes.

Abe Cruz ’20, he/him/his, Jewish Community Housing Corporation
Abe Cruz was born in Mexico and immigrated to New Jersey at the age of three. He is 
a proud member of the First Generation Low-Income (FLI) community and will be the 
second in his family, after his sister, to have attended college. At Princeton, he majored in 
Economics, and focused his independent research on U.S. immigration policy. Abe has 
a passion for education opportunity access and has worked as a tutor, as a Princeton 
In Civic Service (PICS) intern, and as an Outdoor Action leader. During the summer 
before his senior year, he taught financial literacy at Eagle Rock School and Professional 
Development Center and assisted the Residential Life team on campus. He is excited 
to work for the Jewish Community Housing Corporation as the Sustainability and 
Fundraising Fellow and hopes to learn the ins and out of helping run a non-profit. Abe 
was also a member of the Princeton University Band where he “plays” the bass drum.

Caro Cantu ’20, she/her/hers, New Foundations Charter Schools
Carolina Cantu is from Edinburg, Texas. She is the eldest of three siblings and grew up 
in a predominantly Hispanic community in South Texas. At Princeton, she majored in 
Anthropology with a focus on law, politics, and economics and received a certificate in 
Brazilian Studies. Having attended a charter school herself prior to going to college, she 
has been interested in the role of education and accessibility and hopes to continue to 
learn about the role of charter schools as a Special Projects Fellow with New Foundations 
Charter School.
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Marisela Neff ’20, she/her/hers, Thomas Jefferson University Hospital
Marisela Neff is from Buffalo, NY. She studied Chemistry with a certificate in Latin 
American Studies. Marisela has spent a great amount of time involved in civic 
engagement activities and learning about global health. As the first in her family to attend 
college, she has spent a great deal of time mentoring and giving back to first-generation 
and low-income students like herself. She is pre-med and is particularly interested in 
helping underserved communities through primary health care as a doctor. A daughter 
of a Mexican immigrant, she is particularly interested in helping Latino communities in 
the United States. In her free time, she enjoys spending time outdoors, doing work at a 
bench, walking, or going for a run.

Maria Stahl ’20, she/her/hers, D and R Greenway

Maria Stahl is from Shorewood, Wisconsin. She was introduced to ecology in high school 
when she read Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac and has since fallen in love with 
the study of the interconnectedness of living things. During her time as an undergraduate, 
she became involved with Princeton University’s Outdoor Action Program, helping 
introduce incoming first-year students to life at Princeton through multi-day backpacking 
trips. At D&R Greenway, Maria will combine her love for the outdoors and her interest 
in outreach to engage local community members in conservation projects in the greater 
Princeton area. Maria is also looking forward to taking advantage of all the great places to 
go for runs nearby!

Irma Qavolli ’20, they/them & she/her, Free Library of Philadelphia

Irma Qavolli was born in Peja, Kosovo but has lived in central New Jersey for most of 
their life. Irma was raised in an Albanian and Bosnian diaspora household that instilled 
in them a love of community beyond borders. Irma has worked to sustain these values 
through their academic career at Princeton. As a concentrator in Linguistics with 
certificates in Cognitive Science and Translation & Intercultural Communication, Irma’s 
research has focused on documenting migrant and heritage speaker communities and 
how systems can better serve and reflect these communities’ linguistic realities. Irma is 
elated to continue working for and with the community as the Community Engagement 
Program Coordinator at the Free Library of Philadelphia, where she hopes to create 
collaborative library programming that will strengthen community relationships within and 
beyond the Free Library.
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New York
This year, eighteen Fellows will be working at thirteen different partner organizations in New York City and Connecticut: 

Association to Benefit Children 
Coalition for Hispanic Family Services 

Manhattan District Attorney’s Office 
Emma’s Torch 

Housing Development Fund 
National Dance Institute 

New Alternatives for Children 
New York Center for Child Development 

Partnership Schools 
Prep for Prep 

Reach Out and Read 
Rockefeller Foundation 

Women Creating Change
2020-21 Area Committee Co-Chairs: Andrew Goldstein ’06 and Karenna Martin ’15

Taylor Branch ’20, she/her/hers, New Alternatives for Children

Taylor Branch is a proud native of New York City and graduated from Princeton in 2020 
with a degree in African American Studies and certificates in Spanish Language and 
Culture and Latin American Studies. At Princeton, Taylor found herself continually drawn 
to the African Diaspora in the Caribbean and South America, focusing on the intersections 
of race and surveillance in her independent work. She spent three summers traveling to 
Spanish and Portuguese speaking countries where she developed her proficiency in both 
languages. Outside of the classroom, Taylor divided her time between various campus 
jobs, dancing hip-hop with the Black Arts Company, and taking care of her emotional 
support dog. Her academic training taught Taylor to be attuned to the challenges of 
underserved, undervalued communities, and as a result, Taylor is excited to continue 
that mission as a Case Associate at New Alternatives for Children, where she will assist 
vulnerable children with medical complications and their families with navigating the foster 
care system.

Patricia Chen ’20, she/her/hers, New York Center for Child Development
Patricia Chen was born in Taiwan and immigrated to Vancouver, Washington when 
she was six years old. She concentrated in Neuroscience and pursued certificates 
in Cognitive Science and Teacher Preparation. Her interests lie at the intersection of 
health, education, and art, which she has explored through different avenues during her 
time at Princeton. Patricia has worked in a lab, worn different hats of mentorship (from 
a Residential College Advisor to a Peer Health Advisor), and participated in various 
performing arts groups (Triangle, VTone, Koko Pops). She hopes to continue exploring 
these different fields and how they can come together at the New York Center of Child 
Development. Patricia is looking forward to learning about the nonprofit landscape and 
how healthcare and education operate in marginalized communities.
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New York

William Grear ’20, he/him/his, Coalition for Hispanic Family Services

William Grear is from Wakefield, Rhode Island. At Princeton, he majored in Politics and 
earned a certificate in Contemporary European Politics and Society, focusing his research 
on left-wing populist movements across Europe. He was a member of the Princeton 
University Jazz Ensembles, and performed regularly with contemporary artists such as 
Rudresh Mahanthappa, Darcy James Argue, Ambrose Akinmusire and Billy Childs. In 
the summer before his senior year, as a Grassroots Intern through Princeton’s Office of 
Religious Life, William taught English at a public Buddhist university in Cambodia and 
established an extracurricular English-speaking club centered around Cambodian politics 
and history. As both a lifelong musician and aspiring educator, William is interested in 
expanding access to high-quality public education in underserved communities, especially 
through inclusionary arts programming. He is excited to advance this mission as a Fellow 
with the Coalition for Hispanic Family Services.

Hannah Fein ’20, she/her/hers, Association to Benefit Children (ABC)

Hannah Fein is from Williamstown, Massachusetts. At Princeton, she concentrated in 
Psychology, and her research focused on racial diversity in higher education. She was 
heavily involved in the dance community on campus, serving as President and Vice 
President of eXpressions Dance Company and also dancing with Triple 8 and the Dance 
Department. Hannah spent her summers pursuing social psychology research at Williams 
College and interning at several arts-related nonprofits. She is inspired by the Association 
to Benefit Children’s dedication to families across New York and mission to enhance the 
lives of the city’s most vulnerable children, and she is honored to be serving as a Project 
55 Fellow with them.

Ariel Fonner ’19, she/her/hers, National Dance Institute

Ariel Monique Fonner is originally from Mount Holly, New Jersey, but grew up in 
Goldsboro, North Carolina. As a child, she was always interested in the arts, particularly 
dance, and the enriching avenues they can open for students of all ages. At Princeton, 
she majored in Psychology, finding a deep passion for educational psychology. Ariel 
has volunteered with multiple literacy-promoting programs in the Princeton area. She is 
eager to continue to join two of her areas of interest as the Program Assistant during her 
second Fellowship year at the National Dance Institute (NDI). Ariel has 19 years of dance 
experience which she credits with instilling a strong sense of discipline and wonder in 
her overall life, within and apart from academics. She looks forward to continuing to work 
at NDI and finding areas of their programs to support, and when possible, implementing 
positive change.

Continuing Fellow
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Katie Kuk ’20, she/her/hers, Association to Benefit Children (ABC)

Katie Kuk grew up in New York City. At Princeton, she majored in Spanish with a 
certificate in Global Health and Health Policy. Katie figure skated with the Synchronized 
Skating Team during her time at Princeton and has volunteered extensively with various 
community service organizations. As an aspiring physician, she is particularly interested 
in working to break down language and cultural barriers in healthcare, addressing 
social determinants of health to bring about health equity, and working for immigrant 
and vulnerable populations. Katie cannot wait to return to New York City to work with 
the Association to Benefit Children to work for causes she is passionate about and help 
bring about changes she wishes to see in society. She is excited to learn more about the 
social issues to which she is committed, take an active part in contributing to such efforts, 
explore more avenues through which she can continue to affect change, and better 
determine what she can do next to best contribute to the society at large. During her free 
time, Katie enjoys baking, crocheting, and working on small craft projects.

Daniel Lee ’20, he/him/his, Emma’s Torch
Daniel Lee is from Brookfield, Wisconsin. At Princeton, he majored in Public and 
International Affairs, with a certificate in Urban Studies. On campus, Daniel served as the 
Public Relations Chair for Princeton Conservation Society and as an officer for Princeton 
Quadrangle Club. He was also a volunteer for the Petey Greene program, where he 
tutored incarcerated youth at the Albert C. Wagner Youth Correctional Facility. In the past, 
Daniel has studied abroad in Athens, Greece as part of the Princeton Global Seminar 
Program. He also went to the American Prairie Reserve in Montana with the Conservation 
Society to help create a student documentary. Daniel hopes to learn from and contribute 
to Emma’s Torch and the organization’s greater goals of empowering refugees in the city.

New York

Emma Hergenrother ’20, she/her/hers, Housing Development Fund

Emma Hergenrother is from Ridgefield, Connecticut. At Princeton, she majored in 
Religion and completed the pre-medical requirements, conducting independent research 
on the interaction between Christian theology and environmentalism. Throughout her 
college career, Emma volunteered for various community efforts, including as a mentor for 
local children, a certified volunteer for a local hospice, and an intern for an international 
arts festival. She is excited to work for the Housing Development Fund in Stamford, 
CT, where she hopes to learn about the cross-section between affordable housing and 
sustainability. In her free time, Emma enjoys running and listening to music from the 
1960s.
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New York

Serena Lu ’20, she/her/hers, Manhattan District Attorney’s Office

Serena Lu is from Staten Island, New York. Growing up, she was a member of the USA 
Rhythmic Gymnastics National Team and competed nationally and internationally at 
numerous World Cups and World Championships. While at Princeton, she majored in 
Psychology with a certificate in Dance. After retiring from rhythmic gymnastics in her 
sophomore year of college, she directed her passions towards dance and exploring 
different ways to benefit the community, especially through the legal system. Serena 
is looking forward to joining the District Attorney’s office in New York, where she can 
continue contributing to the public sector through the legal system.

Taylor Mills ’19, she/her/hers, Partnership Schools

Taylor Mills is from Ewing, New Jersey, and comes from a family of educators. For this 
reason, she has been passionate about education equity from a young age. Valuing 
service and giving back to her community, she is excited to work for an organization 
that shares those same principles. At Princeton, Taylor served as a Residential College 
Advisor and a community action leader while pursuing a degree in Sociology as well as 
a certificate in Gender and Sexuality Studies. Previously, she worked at the YWCA of 
Princeton as their Social Justice Intern for over a year. Much of Taylor’s research and 
coursework at Princeton has focused on the intersection of sociology and education. She 
is excited to work as a Fellow with Partnership Schools and looks forward to learning 
more about education equity policy and initiatives, particularly for nonprofits and urban 
Catholic schools.

Abbie Minard ’20, she/her/hers, Partnership Schools

Abbie Minard is from Mars, Pennsylvania, where she grew up on a flower farm. At 
Princeton, she concentrated in History with a Creative Writing certificate while cultivating 
a deep love for the experimental arts. She was fortunate to have a primary and secondary 
school experience that inspired joy in learning, creating, and shaping the person. She 
is excited to work at Partnership Schools as the organization makes similarly rich 
educational environments possible for underprivileged students in NYC. Abbie continues 
to make artistic work in performance, sound, video, and text, and she firmly believes in 
the importance of joy-making as a tool for creating positive social change.

Michael Lotito ’20, he/him/his, Reach Out and Read

Michael Lotito is from Conshohocken, Pennsylvania. He is the youngest of three children 
-- his oldest sister, Lisa, is a graphic designer/art director in Paris, and his middle sister, 
Dana, is an English teacher in Baltimore. He majored in Psychology on the pre-med 
track at Princeton, and was the captain of the Club Basketball team, a member of Speak 
with Style, and worked two campus jobs as a part of the federal work-study program. His 
time as a Community Action leader for two years had an enormous impact on his desire 
to apply for the Project 55 Fellowship program, and he is very excited to serve the New 
York City community as a Fellow at Reach Out and Read, an early literacy intervention 
initiative across each of the five boroughs. In his free time, Michael enjoys listening to 
music/playing piano, playing ping pong, and reading/watching fantasy/sci-fi books/movies.
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Vayne Ong ’19, she/her/hers, Women Creating Change

Vayne Ong is most recently from East Windsor, New Jersey. She immigrated with her 
family from Malaysia to the Jersey Shore at a young age and has always been passionate 
about intersectional community organizing and building. At Princeton, she majored in 
History with a certificate in Urban Studies, with interests in the relationships between 
labor, race, and migration, and built and natural environments. She is also interested 
in the vast, creative possibilities of public scholarship and scaling and demystifying 
the tools of knowledge production for marginalized communities. As president of the 
Princeton Women’s Alliance, she organized and facilitated regular dinner discussions 
and workshops surrounding issues of gender, race, and socioeconomic inequality for 
the university’s diverse constituency. In spring 2019, she co-founded and led Princeton’s 
first undergraduate gender studies conference. She is excited to continue this work on 
the ground as the Civic Matters Fellow at Women Creating Change, where she will be 
working with historically underserved women populations in New York. In her free time, 
Vayne enjoys reading, biking, and English football.

Kezia Otinkorang ’20, she/her/hers, Coalition for Hispanic Family Services 

Kezia Otinkorang was born in Accra, Ghana, and raised in Northern New Jersey. At 
Princeton, she majored in Public Policy and minored in African Studies, African American 
Studies, and Spanish Language and Culture. Kezia’s interests lie at the intersection 
of racial justice, the law, and public service. She gained a keen interest in those fields 
due to her undergraduate coursework, experience interning at an academic enrichment 
program in Boston, and participation in various cultural groups on campus. She is very 
excited to spend this coming year working as a Fellow at the Coalition for Hispanic Family 
Services (CFHS), where she hopes to learn more about non-profit management and the 
administration of critical services to marginalized communities. In addition, she hopes that 
her time at CFHS will be the start of a life-long commitment to public service. In her free 
time, she enjoys cooking, traveling, reading, and singing.

New York

Nathan Poland ’20, he/him/his, Rockefeller Foundation

Nathan Poland hails from Rockville, Maryland. He is Cameroonian-American and has 
spent a great deal of his life living abroad in Mexico and Brazil. At Princeton, he majored 
in African American Studies and minored in Statistics & Machine Learning and Latin 
American Studies. Nathan has worked primarily in the areas of legal advocacy and social 
justice, seeking to find the intersection between the two. He has volunteered to teach in 
prisons through the Petey Greene and PREP (Princeton Re-Entry Preparation) programs, 
advocated with and on behalf of marginalized people through campus organizing, and 
interned at the Bronx Defenders and New York Legal Assistance Group. Nathan is 
interested in exploring philanthropy with the Rockefeller Foundation as an avenue to 
greater social equity. He also enjoys playing guitar, exercising, and trying new dishes with 
friends.
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Alexis Stokes ’20, she/her/hers, Association to Benefit Children (ABC)

Alexis Stokes hails from Ann Arbor, Michigan. At Princeton, she majored in Psychology 
and minored in Spanish Language and Culture. Her independent research in psychology 
along with her experiences volunteering and being a Residential College Advisor for 
two years sparked her interest in mental health, particularly in Black and low-income 
communities. She is excited to continue pursuing her passions at the Association to 
Benefit Children, and ultimately hopes to provide mental health services to youth with 
depression and anxiety. Outside of her professional and academic endeavors, Alexis 
enjoys discovering new music and traveling with friends and family.

New York

Jessica Schreiber ’20, she/her/hers, Reach Out and Read

Jessica Schreiber is from Nashville, Tennessee. At Princeton, she concentrated in 
English with a certificate in European Cultural Studies and conducted independent work 
analyzing representations of the Holocaust’s second generation in experimental fiction 
through different forms of storytelling media. On campus, Jessica was deeply involved in 
the music community, Jewish community, and service community. She sang in the Glee 
Club and in Koleinu, an a cappella group where she served one term as president. She 
also served as president of Princeton’s chapter of Challah for Hunger, an organization 
that bakes and sells challah and donates proceeds to local food banks and national 
hunger advocacy organizations. She also acted as Volunteer Coordinator on the board 
of Princeton Disability Awareness. Interested in storytelling and the medical humanities, 
Jessica is excited to support early childhood literacy efforts in her role organizing 
operational logistics as Development and Executive Assistant at Reach Out and Read.

Shani Williams ’19, Prep for Prep

Shani Williams is originally from Georgetown, Guyana but moved to the US with her 
family at the age of 14. At Princeton she majored in French & Sociology, while also 
completing her pre-medical courses. She has always had an interest in helping others 
and giving back to her community and aims to enrich herself by learning as much as 
possible about how social dynamics and policies affect health outcomes. As a result, she 
has committed herself to learning various languages (currently French and Spanish), 
interacting with individuals from diverse backgrounds, and learning more about the 
policies created to address the nation’s growing mental health dilemma. Shani completed 
her 2019-20 Project 55 Fellowship at Quartet Health as a Clinical Analyst. For the 2020-
21 Fellowship year, she is excited to join the Prep for Prep Team as a Post Placement 
Coach.
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Kathleen Farace ’20, she/her/hers, Blue Star Families

Kathleen Farace is from Stafford, Virginia. At Princeton, she studied Economics with a 
certificate in Technology and Society. Kathleen served on Butler College Council, tutored 
students at McGraw, served as social chair at Quadrangle Club, and was a member 
of Kappa Kappa Gamma. She is excited to be the incoming Social Impact & Outreach 
Fellow at Blue Star Families. As the daughter of two military veterans, Kathleen has 
always been very aware of the unique challenges that military families face and looks 
forward to working with them for the next year.

Washington, D.C.
This year, seven Fellows will be working at seven different partner organizations in Washington, D.C.:

Blue Star Families
Community Development Bankers Association

Literacy Lab
National Institutes of Health

Partners for the Common Good
PAVE (Parents Amplifying Voices in Education)

PeerForward
2020-21 Area Committee Chair: Brandon White ’09

Todd Gilman ’20, he/him/his, Community Development Bankers Association
Todd Gilman is from just outside of Philadelphia. At Princeton, he concentrated in English 
with a certificate in Latin and took leadership roles in Orange Key. He participated in 
several Princeton-sponsored summer programs, including a PICS internship on Capitol 
Hill. He is excited to continue his work in Washington, DC at the Community Development 
Bankers Association, advocating for economic development in low and moderate-income 
communities. After his fellowship, he plans to pursue a career in law with an interest in tax 
policy and economic development.

Connor Bridges ’19, he/him/his, PeerForward
Connor Bridges is from London, England. At Princeton, he majored in Operations 
Research and Financial Engineering with a certificate in Applications of Computing. 
On campus, he has volunteered with Big Brothers Big Sisters for several years and 
undertaken roles such as a Peer Academic Advisor, a Peer Health Advisor, and a BSE 
Interactor. He has also been a member of both the Men’s Heavyweight Crew team 
and the Men’s Rugby team. As a first-generation college student, Connor is excited to 
continue working with PeerForward for a second year as a continuing Project 55 Fellow, 
where he will help guide other first-generation, low-income students to college.

Continuing Fellow
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Washington, D.C.

Alex Jiang ’20, he/him/his, National Institutes of Health
Alex Jiang is from Little Falls, New Jersey. Throughout his four years at Princeton, 
Alex has dedicated much of his time to mentoring students coming from diverse 
socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds. His penchant for teaching reaches beyond 
students and into general nutrition for members of the Trenton area wishing to learn more 
about healthy living. His passion for understanding the human body and for interpersonal 
relationships has informed his career path in medicine. Alex is ecstatic to apply his 
concentration in Molecular Biology and his certificate in Global Health and Health Policy 
to his research training in obesity and metabolic disorders at the National Institutes of 
Health. There, he will receive a comprehensive overview of the science behind metabolic 
diseases while being in contact with patient volunteers. Outside of his academic interests 
and goals, Alex enjoys the outdoors and the gym, oftentimes with the company of friends.

Manny Ramirez ’20, any pronouns are fine, PAVE
Manny Ramirez is from Easton, Massachusetts. Growing up there, he cultivated his 
interests in geography, languages, and music both in the classroom and in the marching 
band and musicals. At Princeton, he majored in Public and International Affairs and 
minored in Chinese Language & Culture and South Asian Studies. After being blessed 
with the opportunity to travel to many countries over the past four years, Manny hoped to 
stay in the US after graduation to learn how to leverage his language skills to advocate 
for more marginalized communities. Therefore, he is thrilled to be able to work as a 
community organizer at PAVE this year, where he hopes to empower parents to become 
the best advocates for their children in DC’s public schools.

David San Miguel ’20, they/them or he/him, Partners for the Common Good
David San Miguel-Tasch is from Guaynabo, Puerto Rico. At Princeton, they began 
their studies in the Chemical and Biological Engineering Department but ultimately 
concentrated in Psychology with a certificate in the Program for Gender and Sexuality 
Studies. David’s people-focused and equity-driven interests, alongside a fascination 
with human behavior and decision-making, motivated this veer in academic direction. 
Witnessing the residual effects of imperialism, the depth of the socioeconomic gap in 
educational access, and the pervasiveness of gender-related violence in Puerto Rico, 
their aim to advance social justice was cemented early on. David has also always had a 
creative and artistic background, applying their interests in graphic design to Más Flow 
Latin Dance Company’s publicity as well as the pages of the Nassau Weekly, and they 
are excited to contribute these skills to community development as a Marketing and 
Development Associate at Partners for the Common Good. 
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Washington, D.C.

Jane Sul ’20, she/her/hers, Literacy Lab
Jane Sul is originally from South Korea but spent most of her formative years in New 
Zealand and New Jersey. Having moved around a lot, she is interested in questions of 
identity and finds the US very interesting in this regard. At Princeton, she concentrated 
in Public Policy and obtained a certificate in French. She acted in many French plays as 
a member of L’Avant-Scène, the University’s French Theater Troupe. Her experience as 
a tutor at a local correctional facility with the Petey Greene program sparked her interest 
in education during her freshman year. Through the Petey Greene program, she learned 
first-hand about the severe inequality in our education system and the harmful impact 
it has on individuals. Jane is thrilled to be able to work towards the goal of bettering 
American education at the Literacy Lab, where she will be an assistant to the CEOs. 
Throughout her Fellowship, she hopes to become knowledgeable about literacy in the US, 
the public education system, and nonprofit management. In her spare time, Jane likes to 
go on day hikes, read, and most importantly, eat good food. She is excited about all of the 
gastronomical adventures that lie ahead in the nation’s capital!
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2020-21 Partner Organizations
We encourage you to learn more about the partner organizations that will be hosting Project 55 Fellows for the 

2020 - 21 program year.
Altitude Learning

Association to Benefit Children (ABC)
Blue Star Families
Burke Foundation

Carole Robertson Center for Learning
Chicagoland Workers Fund Alliance

Coalition for Hispanic Family Services
Community Development Bankers Association

Community Group
D and R Greenway

Emma’s Torch
EMNet

Free Library of Philadelphia
Harvard Medical School

Housing Development Fund
Illinois State Board of Education

Jefferson Health
Jewish Community Housing Corporation

Literacy Lab
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office

National Dance Institute
National Institutes of Health

New Alternatives for Children
New Foundations Charter Schools

New York Center for Child Development
NewSchools Venture Fund

North Lawndale Employment Network
Partners for the Common Good

Partnership Schools
PAVE (Parents Amplifying Voices)

PeerForward
Philanthropy U
Prep for Prep

Reach Out and Read
Rockefeller Foundation

Sinai Community Institute
UCSF Breast Cancer Center

Women Creating Change
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