
 
 
 

What is the Georgia Special Needs Scholarship?  
The Georgia Special Needs Scholarship is a state-funded scholarship that helps children with special 
needs to attend the school that best fits their needs. Since 2007, it has enabled thousands of kids to 
attend another public school, a participating private school, or one of Georgia’s three state schools for 
the blind and deaf.  

 

Does it make a difference?  
Yes! Families love the program. In a recent survey of families with kids using the program, parents are 
seeing immediate turnarounds in their kid’s attitudes, social skills and grades.  
 

The Georgia Department of Education reports that 89 percent of kids receiving a special needs 
scholarship made academic progress in math and 87 percent of kids made academic progress in 
reading. 

 

Qualifying for a Scholarship:   
To be eligible to receive a scholarship, students must: 

 Have a parent who currently lives in Georgia and has been a resident for one calendar year;  
 Have an active Individualized Education Program (IEP) and have been receiving special needs 

services during the 2009-10 school year;   
 Have been enrolled as a student at a Georgia public school for the entire 2009-10 school 

year.  
 

Students who have one or more of the following special needs may qualify (given the above 
requirements are met): autism; deaf/blind; deaf/hard of hearing;  emotional and behavioral disorder; 
intellectual disability;  orthopedic impairment; other health impairment; specific learning disability; 
speech-language impairment; traumatic brain injury; or visual impairment. 

 

Scholarship Amounts & Participating Schools 
While scholarship amount vary by child, the average in 2009 was $6,342. Your child’s scholarship 
could be more or less.  For links to the scholarship calculator from the Georgia Department of 
Education and a list of participating private schools, visit www.GASpecialNeedsScholarship.com. 
 

The deadline to enroll your child in a private school 

using a Georgia Special Needs Scholarship is August 25, 2010 
 

 
For more materials to distribute or for more information, visit www.GASpecialNeedsScholarship.com 

 or call (678) 578-6067. 
 

 

 
The Center for an Educated Georgia is a non-profit organization committed 
to ensuring that all Georgia children have access to a quality education.   
 

 
 

Because when it comes to education, one size does not fit all. 

 

A Parent’s Guide:  

How to apply for the  

Georgia Special Needs Scholarship  
 

 

All you need to know to get started. 
 

http://educatedgeorgia.org/news-q10-y2009-c2-School_Choice_Works_Survey_Results_of_Families_Receiving_the_Georgia_Special_Needs_Scholarship.aspx
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