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They used to say that 
Agriculture has no future, but 
with thanks to God and our 
determination we succeeded 
in turning the desert into a 
green land.



The late Sheikh

Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
(May God Bless His Soul)



Today we stress to pursue 
the same approach and give 
our support to complete the 
institutional and legislative 
bodies and consolidate the 
government and people 
efforts to preserve and protect 
environment and wildlife.



H.H. Sheikh

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the United Arab Emirates

Founder and Patron of the Award
(God protect Him)



The genius of the Late 
Sheikh Zayed in the field of 
agriculture lie in challenging 
the impossible, this gives a 
leading example to follow 
and to believe that there is no 
barrier against achieving our 
all dreams for a better future.



H.H. Sheikh

Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi

 Deputy Supreme Commander of
the UAE Armed Forces



The patronage of H.H. Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
UAE President’s (God protects 
Him), to Khalifa International 
Date Palm Award has granted 
it excellence and leadership to 
reach a global prestige as the 
first specialized scientific award 
for date palm sector worldwide.

We  are proud of this award, 
which contributed constructively 
and actively in the development 
of the date palm sector on a 
global level, and has become a 
bright event in the Emirates track 
record of achievements in all 
international forums. The award 
highlighted the civilization of 
the UAE, and is actually playing 
a constructive role in improving 
Date Palm cultivation as a part 
of our prestigious heritage and 
our bright present.



H.H. Sheikh

Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Deputy Prime Minister

Minister of Presidential Affairs



We express today our deep 
gratitude to His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, UAE President 
(God protects Him) for his 
wise decision to establish this 
Award and his strong support 
for it and his keen interest to 
encourage all efforts aimed at 
the continued improvement of 
date palm cultivation and the 
enhancement of its processing 
and even place UAE to be a 
leading center for research, 
development and production 
and all what is related to this 
fruitful and blessed tree.



H.H. Sheikh

Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Minister of Tolerance

President of the Award’s Board of Trustees
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Introduction of the Secretary General to the Yearbook 
of the Tenth Session
An Eventful Year under Honorable Patronage 
and a Bright Future 

While Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation 
is entering its Twelfth year, the Secretariat General of the Award is honored to 
put between your hands all achievements of the past year, namely within the 
Yearbook of the Award for the Eleventh Session 2019, through which we shall 
complement the success and leadership career the Award has assumed over 
ten years and during which it has achieved a lot of accomplishments and gains 
which effectively and largely influenced the date palm sector, in particular, and 
agricultural sector, in general, at the Arab and international levels. With an 
outlook vision, the Award has managed to distinctively highlight this important 
sector and to draw a brighter future for those serving the blessed tree and 
the agricultural sector in general, through the support and honoring such a 
sector is having and up to its significance in securing food and nourishment by 
providing creative and innovative solutions in accordance with the best practices 
conducive to fostering of the food security of peoples and communities around 
the world.

The achieved success and the characteristic imprint the Award has left over the 
last decade made us feel proud and our thanks to the great support and kind 
patronage of the Award’s founder and patron H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates (God protects Him). The Award 
has been honored by bearing His Highness’ name and by having his patronage 
to realize such a prestige and leadership worldwide. His Highness’ honor of 
establishing “Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation” has further emphasized the keenness and attention he has rendered 
to date palm tree and agricultural innovation towards ensuring a better future 
for this sector as a cornerstone of the global food security.

The attention and support of H.H, Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Higher Commander of the Armed Forces, 
have also had a great effect on the Award’s achievement of unique and quality 
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accomplishments in addition to the support and follow-up of H.H Sheikh Mansour 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, 
who rendered the Award special attention and constant and industrious follow-up. 
The Award has been keen to translate the constructive visions and ideas of His 
Highness to achieve widespread and gain attention at the most important Arab 
and international forums. Moreover; the attention and follow-up of H.H. Sheikh 
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Board 
of Trustees of the Award, have largely influenced the gains and successes the 
Award has achieved at all levels.

We, the Secretariat General of the Award, are confident that the future would 
be lovelier and that our giving would be greater. The Award would spare 
no effort to play a bigger role and dramatically affect the agricultural scene 
by its comprehensiveness and distinctive support and sponsorship of all the 
activities and events related to date palm sector and agricultural innovation 
at the Arab and International levels. We are confident and hopeful that 
the award would maintain leadership and brilliance and would receive the 
attention and participation of the most important international institutions and 
organizations as well as influential personalities, including experts, scientists, 
growers and academics within a steady and purposeful methodology, which 
honestly translates the visions and attention of H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates (God protects Him). As such, 
the Award would add extra achievements to the Emirates golden record at the 
most important platforms and forums and highlight His Highness’ attention 
and keenness to develop the date palm sector and agricultural innovation.

The Yearbook you have in hands, and while monitoring and documenting 
the activities, events and programs where the Award took part and provided 
sponsorship and support at the local, Arab and international levels during the 
Award’s Tenth Session, consists as well the fruitful harvest of concreted efforts 
and investment of ideas, science and technology for serving the agricultural 
sector, in general. It also emphasizes that Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation would steadily and confidently proceed forward 
to achieve leadership and excellence and to draw the outline of a yet brighter 
future for the date palm sector and agricultural innovation within an approach 
of equal opportunities, transparency, clarity and embracing of ideas and projects 
intended to achieve a distinctive imprint and quality shift in the international 
agricultural sector up to the vision of the wise leadership and the pioneering 
position the United Arab Emirates is occupying at the world’s level.

Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid
Secretary General
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
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Winners
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SAHAM AGR
Morocco

• SAHAM AGRI, subsidiary of the Saham Group, has launched in 2014 the 
biggest Medjool farm in the world with more than 52.000 Medjool palm 
trees in a 500 hectares farm near the city of Boudnid in Tafilalet region in 
South Eastern Morocco.

• Saham Group is an International Company operating in many countries in 
Africa, Middle East, Europe, America and Asia. Saham Group core activities 
are outsourced services, real estate, education, healthcare and Agriculture.

• Guided by the desire to put people at the heart of its priorities, Saham 
Agri, through Saham Foundation, has also committed to fighting against 
inequality, as well as to promoting access to care, education and jobs for the 
most marginalized in society. The goal being to achieve wider integration 
into society as a whole.

• In order to fight against the biggest inequality in Morocco, our company 
has identified the Tafilalet region, which is the homeland of the Medjool 
palm tree to be one of the poorest regions in Morocco. The Tafilalet region 
has suffered the most in Morocco from the Fusarium Oxysporum Albedinis 
disease (commonly called “Bayoud”) which destroyed during the last 50 
years more than 10 million palm trees (2/3 of the Moroccan palm grove).

• The social and economic situation of the palm grove inhabitant and particularly 
the Tafilalet region has largely deteriorated during the last 50 years.
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