
 
 
 
 

  Make a Donation 
by cheque or internet 

 Support  the 
AID AFRICA  

CHARITY SHOP 

 Summer 
2020 

Due to coronavirus, our Holt Charity shop was forced to close 
3 times during the year in national lockdowns, meaning no income 
from this source, though we still had rent and utilities to pay. 
We re-opened immediately restrictions  
were lifted, with the shop covid secure,  
but we still have a lot to make up! 
You can help—donations, Standing Orders,  
buy on Smile Amazon, & Give as You Live 
check out our website for more info....  

Pure and genuine religion ... 
means caring for orphans  
and widows in their distress.  
                                     Jas 1:27 

Schools closed in March due to the pandemic, and didn’t re-open till September, when 
Form 4—the exam year—returned for intensive study to prepare for missed exams. 
Though scheduled for late October, they were abandoned due to allegations of leaked 
papers, so were delayed till after Christmas. The remaining students 
returned in October with the new academic year put back till 
Jan 2021.  

AID AFRICA 
UK Reg Charity No 1116336 

Charity Shop: 

7 Shirehall Plain 
Holt, NR25 6HT 
01263 713641 
07979 888398  

info@aid-africa.com

www.aid-africa.com

 Donate monthly by  
  Standing Order 
(Please ask for info) 

If you’re able to,   
 please PRAY for the     

 work of AID AFRICA 

Leave us a legacy 
in your Will 

During 2020 we:  
• provided over 90,000 meals 
 

• helped 1,386 households with food 
 

• restored safe water to about 24,000 people  
          (2,233 households, and 5 schools) 
 

• gave out 2,672 bars of soap 
 

• had 65 students on our Education Programme 
 

• held our popular Elderlies Luncheons until March, but then had to  
          cancel due to coronavirus. 
 

• had 12 goat kids born this year—4 female, 8 male 
 

• produced hundreds of litres of goats’ milk, distributed to acutely vulnerable babies,  and   
  nursery schools. 

 

• grew & distributed over 5,000 tree seedlings 
 

• envisioned 3 villages to grow moringa for community nutrition, prepared seeds, fencing & compost  
 

• gave out hundreds of metres of plastic sheeting for roofing 
 

• helped resolve 63 emergency situations 
          (transport, ambulances, and treatment for urgent medical & maternity needs). 

Food Programme—Dec-Mar 2021 
A 3-month programme providing 
maize, dried soya meals & soap 
(skin & laundry), each month to  
200 extra-vulnerable families. 

Coronavirus….. 2020 
All over the world the pandemic has radically changed circumstances  
and has inevitably affected our work in the rural areas of Malawi. 
Usually UK Directors spend 4-6 months there each year, checking  
local situations, encouraging staff and implementing new projects  
- but this year it’s different! 
 

No flights, no travel, and a drastic fall in income as our 
Charity Shop closed due to Covid-19. 
 

However the needs in Malawi haven’t diminished, and the 
threat of the virus only adds to the usual day-to-day challenges. 
 

So how have we helped during the 2nd half of 2020? 

“Open Hand Projects” 
 is the local title of  
Aid Africa in Malawi 

Hunger continued to be the major concern, an ongoing battle, but during the first 6 
months of 2020, we managed to help support over 800 families, providing the basis 
for over 50,000 meals….. 

However, as the year wore on, 
we discovered that 97% of our 
“cash-for-work” scheme was for 
food—a disturbing indicator of 
the level of local hunger. 
 

By August, many of the most 
vulnerable were hungry.  Our 
main Food Programme wouldn’t 
begin till Christmas, but in the 
meantime, due to a special  
donation, 50 extra families  
benefited from “food tokens” 
each month, providing funds  
for the maize basis of about 30 
meals each. This was increased 
in December to100 households 
greatly helping hundreds of 
those most at risk, and would 
continue each month until the 
maize harvest 2021.   
 

Vegetables were also grown on 
site and given to those in need. 

Food Programme distribution—December 2020 
Just one story …. 
Late one afternoon, our Family Worker came across Fages, and 
her 3 young children, sitting on the roadside. The children were 
hungrily eating mangoes and she had a few in her sack. She 
asked where she had come from, and was surprised to learn 
her village was far away, but she’d come, desperately seeking 
food for her family. A stranger had kindly given her a few mangoes 
—a prolific fruit in season, but only if you own the tree!  
She was desperate…. 
 

The following day our Reception was open so Fages was invited 
to our Centre to see if we could help. Early next day, she walked 
for over 2 hrs to reach us, but we were able to help immediately 
with a food token, and her family was included on our Food 
Programme.  She was delighted to receive maize, soya meals 
and soap — this blessing, she said, would give her the strength 
to work in her field throughout the hunger season to provide for 
her children. 

Borehole repair—another 9 planned for January 2021 
Moringa Groves—training, followed by preparation, planting & fencing the new groves 
New academic year begins in January, we’re adding 30 new students to our list 
Maize distributions—in January and February, potentially 40,000 more meals…. 



Throughout the year, the situation 
in Malawi continued to challenge, 
intensified of course, by the  
coronavirus pandemic.  
 

Repairing borehole pumps is  
always important in rural Malawi, but particularly in 
the health crisis, as we tried to empower women to 
socially distance by reducing congestion at the pumps. 
Safe water available more locally also benefits the 
frail, sick and disabled, who might struggle with mobility 
and carrying weight (23kgs per bucket of water) 
over long distances….. 
 

We repaired another 7 pumps in August—we’d   
already repaired 7 earlier in the year—so thousands 
of people in the remote areas had water restored, 
and we also distributed soap. 

During August 2020, we repaired  
7 borehole pumps,  

restoring clean, safe water back to  
439 households & a school— 

about 4,000 people in the remote areas 

Also repaired:  
Msikita Village 1 
(50 households) 
Msikita Village 2 
(60 households)  
Liphala Village  
(63 households) 
Thomu Village  
(76 household) 

Nambiti Primary School Borehole 
(67 households & 2700 students) 
This pump had been broken for 3 months and served 67 local 
households as well as all the 2,700 students at this school. 

Thamanda Village Borehole 
(75 households) 
Thamanda Village has only one 
borehole, so when this heavily-
used pump broke down, many 
struggled to find safe water, walking 
long distances to surrounding  
villages or risk using potentially 
polluted water. 

Namaroka Village Borehole 
(48 households) 
When this pump broke down 
in June, the women struggled 
to find clean water for months, 
and had to walk to the bore-
hole in another village. This 
meant they spent a lot of time 
daily collecting the family’s 
water, risking neglecting their 
families & fields, and adding                      
to crowds at other water points. 

The school had been closed 
due to coronavirus, but when 
it reopened, the repaired 
pump meant the students 
weren’t at risk by wandering 
off site for water …. 

By the end of  
the year,  
preparations  
were already in 
place to repair  
9 more pumps 
serving a further 
5,500 people! 

Thamanda Village 

Nambiti School 

Namaroka Village 

By the end of the year, this exciting new project was already in the latter stages of  
preparation ready for the main roll-out beginning in January 2021. All was on target…. 
 

The aim was to provide high-grade nutritional benefit to hundreds in the impoverished  
rural areas, by establishing “Moringa Groves” - woodlots of 100 moringa trees—in 3 
villages to begin with. 
  

Moringa is an amazing, fast growing local tree, with leaves that 
contain a range of impressive nutrients, delicious served as a 
green vegetable or salad. Despite this, it’s under-utilized mainly 
due to difficulties protecting it from marauding livestock—which 
graze freely—as it grows. So this project is trialling woven  
modular fencing panels made with traditional skills from local 
materials, to keep the young trees safe during their early years. 
 

To begin the project, three villages were chosen, known for their hard work, commitment 
and concern for the vulnerable in their communities.  Meetings were held to introduce 
the plan, then voluntary committees formed to manage the groves’ implementation 
and care.  Once approved, OHP staff assessed the donated land for suitability, then 
trained in producing compost — an essential element in the planting of the groves. 

 Moringa leaves contain  
vitamins A,B,C,E & K,  

calcium, protein, potassium, 
iron, copper, zinc, 

 all 9 essential amino acids 
and 46 antioxidants. 

By October, all 3 groups had prepared  
2 compost pits, leaving the contents 
to mature, so they’d be ready to plant 
the tree seedlings in January. 
 

In the meantime our agri staff were 
busy sowing moringa seeds, and 
glycidia which would form a permanent 
living fence around each grove, when 
the bamboo panels were removed. 
 

Training for setting up the groves, 
fencing, and planting was scheduled 
for January 2021, construction of the 
groves would follow, helped and  
supervised by our staff, who would 
then monitor them regularly. 
 

Above left; 
Preparing  
compost pits 
 

Above right: 
Moringa growing 
in our tree nursery 
 

Right:  
Spraying the 
fencing panels 
for protection 
against pests. 


