
The Revolution in Poblacion
By Martha Ignacio


It wasn’t too long ago when I never really strayed away from the central business district when looking for a place to eat in Makati – I confined myself to the streets riddled with malls for countless options – I never dared to step foot on the outskirts of the tall office buildings. It was fear that kept me from looking around, thinking to myself that it wasn’t worth the trip cause I wouldn’t find a restaurant I would like in those areas. But thankfully, all that has changed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]After a short few years, what was once known as P. Burgos become a thriving neighborhood that recently underwent what I would call a cultural revolution. Now called Poblacion, it is a place that could so easily be loved, with a dynamic energy that connects at every corner. You feel a smooth buzz as you walk on the very streets that make up the entire community.

Having grown up and never even temporarily resided outside of Manila, I can’t help but feel a spark inside me as I see a creative diversity converge into a collective. There are more options now than ever as an influx of industry newcomers enter Poblacion, showing off an array of hole-in-the-wall restaurants and bars. Once having limited choices, the spot between Rockwell and Makati Avenue has something to suit anyone’s mood; doesn’t matter if you’re a local, a tourist, or a night owl looking for booze or food.

And that’s because you would easily notice that every establishment in Poblacion coherently exudes an upscale aura amidst their quaint confines. Each one has its own personality and unique charm that no similar concept is available nearby, giving visitors a wide variety of places to choose from.

When feeling hungry, make your way to The Smokeyard for smoked pulled pork, brisket or ribs – and revel in the juicy meat provided by the foundations of American barbecue. Those looking for Thai food can head to Crying Tiger, as Bistro Manuel, known for a more elevated dining experience, finds a place next door. For working nomads need to munch on comfort food and coffee, there’s Commune. And of course, for dessert: best to ready your sweet tooth at Bucky’s. 

When the sun goes down, Costa Rica-themed Pura Vida enjoys hosting chill Jamaican nights. Tilde is more for those who’d like to take a glass of brewed beer made in-house – but don’t get that confused with Bar Mathilde, which gained popularity for its cocktails and drinking games like Drinko Plinko. Friendly backpackers can always be spotted staring into the city skyline on the rooftop bar of Z Hostel, unless you’d prefer to relive the 80’s at Filling Station. 

Even with the drastic change, Poblacion remains home to older mainstays, like A. Venue and Ringside, now a landmark with its multicolored neon name brightly lit next to a sign that reads “midget boxing.” That’s not to forget about the red light district, which seems to have its hold in that location as well. 

What was known as “Backwell” (back of Rockwell) has proven that an urban space can exist in contrast to its posh-labeled neighbors in the city. Its size may be a miniscule portion of Metro Manila, but Poblacion has proven to be a representation of its people.

Its rebirth is a constantly evolving result of influence from the locals, from both personalities and lifestyles. The district in Makati is where you can easily find people aversive to mundane activities and individuals who want to enjoy in different yet distinct atmospheres. The revolution has personified the area, giving it a kind of charm only Poblacion can call its own.
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