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Pocket Forests: Workshop & Walk
Meeting Point: tbc | 10:30am | €6
As founder members of award winning social enterprise Pocket Forests, Ashe 
Conrad-Jones and Catherine Cleary are aiming to reconnect people with 
nature to tackle the biodiversity and climate crises, by partnering with multiple 
institutions. For Applefest, they will present an introduction to community 
composting and lead a walk along the Greenane Greenway talking about how 
to rejuvenate soils and plant small areas with native trees and shrubs.
Information and booking via website

The Honey Show
CTI, Raheen | 2-4pm | free
Hosted by the South Tipperary Beekeepers Association, there will be a wide 
range of exhibits of honey, beeswax, wax products, mead, wine, cakes & 
photography, a cookery demonstration with honey & a talk on plants for bees.

Spoken Word Reading
Bakers Bar | 2:30pm | free
Live readings of the poetry trail poems on the theme of Harvest and ‘Outside 
the lines/Inside the lanes’ will be shared in the intimate surroundings of Baker’s 
courtyard. Event hosted by Eileen Acheson & Jenny Cox of Write Minds.

Cedartowns
Bakers Bar | 4pm | free
The Cedartowns effortlessly blend a palette of eclectic influeces into a 
distinct and exciting new sound. Well crafted original songs feature the 
blood harmonies of Mary and Michele Nugent, complemented by excellent 
musicianship and elegant arrangements. Folk, blues and pop sensibilities 
weave together to form a tapestry of evocative melodies and sweet harmonies. 
The band cannot be easily categorised, but consistently 
deliver a polished, uplifting and memorable performance.

Artisans of Clonmel
Showgrounds Shopping Centre
Following the success of last years’ “Our Sense of Place” project, which shared 
the stories of immigrants in a published book, Clonmel Applefest have teamed 
up with Cashel Arts Festival to collaborate on a new project, which will this 
time explore and celebrate local artisans. “Artisans of Tipperary” will pair local 
writers with makers from Clonmel and Cashel to tell the stories of members of 
our communities who use their hands and tools to make and repurpose objects 
and artefacts. Artisans approached will range from cobblers, bakers, potters to 
carpenters, silversmith and stonemasons. The resulting stories will be brought 
together in two collections, enhanced with portraits by photographers Denis 
Vahey from Cashel and John Kelly from Clonmel.

Outside the Lines
Grounds of Old St Mary’s Church | From 23rd Sept till late October
The special Arts Council 70th anniversary commission aims to explore creative 
play with children and their parents using a diversity of natural materials and 
media, including cob, an ancient traditional building technique. Recycled 
and repurposed found objects, including a pulpit from Old St-Mary’s Church 
have also been integrated in this quirky assemblage. The resulting artwork is a 
celebration of creativity, resilience and imaginative problem solving, combining 
the joyful playfullness of the participating children with the visionary artistic 
interpretation of Brigid Teehan.

For all enquiries and registration, contact registerapplefest@gmail.com

Tipp Food Residency
Clonmel Applefest artist in residence Aoife Barrett has been working since early 
June with seven Tipperary Food producers to gather insights, stories, fun facts 
and visual impressions about their practices. The idea of this experimental 
residency came from the artist’s desire to learn more about traditional skills 
and crafts, food practices and how we can reconnect with our food.  As a 
printmaker, she has always been interested in slow-production crafts and 
how working with our hands can help us to engage and connect more deeply 
with the world around us. She collaborated with seven local food producers: 
Magner’s Egg Farm, Blackcastle Farm, Cashel Farmhouse Cheesemakers, The 
Apple Farm, Irish Hedgerow, Hickey’s Bakery and Galtee Honey. During her 
visits, she gained an understanding into their craft and practices, finding out 
more about regenerative farming, cheesemaking, 
beekeeping, animal & appletree husbandry
and biodiversity.

Procession Workshop
Showgrounds Shopping Centre | Sat 10 & 17 Sept, 10.30 & 2.30 | free
The procession is Applefest’s ongoing exploration of what an Indigenous 
harvest ritual might look like in our day and age. It is bringing together a mixed 
group of locally based artists, community performers and people who wish 
to take part in creating a new cultural tradition for Clonmel Town, one based 
on celebrating food, nature and indigenous stories. The resulting procession 
and ritual will include an assortment of joyful nature revellers, escorting the 
Caim Coracle to be launched onto the Suir river. To get in the mood, there will 
be performance workshops with Rogù on 10th Sept & costume-making with 
Grainne & Elke Wilson on 10th & 17th. 
Limited numbers - more info & booking via email: registerapplefest@gmail.com

More info and details on www.clonmelapplefest.ie
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Food, Heritage, Nature

22-25 September 2022

Brave: Sculpture by Gerardine Wisdom 
Tesco Roundabout
The beautiful sculpture commissioned last year from the North Tipp Artist 
Gerardine Wisdom, who makes work out of Shannon rushes will get another 
outing, this time on the Tesco roundabout.

Inside the Lanes: Poetry Trail
Clonmel Laneways | from 15 September
The Applefest Poetry Trail is back again, weaving words through the laneways 
of Clonmel. Follow the map and discover the hidden gems written by local 
and national poets on the themes of Harvest and Outside the Lines/Inside 
the Lanes. The poems will be read out at open mic sessions at the Harvest & 
Heritage Day on 24th Sept and at Spoken Word event on 25th Sept.

The Caim Coracle: Write a release message
In ancient times, the Caim was a profound ‘circling prayer’ used by ancient 
Celts to symbolise protection or the encircling of love and the coracle was used 
to navigate the rivers, lakes and seas of Ireland. As part of the 2021 Indigenous 
project, our team of makers constructed a traditional coracle from local 
materials enhanced with willow weaving & rush braiding. We come together 
to use our ‘Caim Coracle’ as a vessel to release difficut emotions, celebrate the 
lives of those who are no longer with us and to transport messages of love as 
we launch the boat on the waters of the river Suir at our Harvest procession.  
Look out for the boat at various locations during the festival week-end.

The Big Bake-Off
register by 22nd sept | entries € 5
Who will make the best pie, tart, bun or cake using local apples? Enter our big 
bake-off competition and find out whether you can be the champion of them 
all. Senior and junior category.
To register and for more details, email registerapplefest@gmail.com

#harvest #outsidethelines

www.clonmelapplefest.ie



Outside the Lines sculpture launch
Grounds of Old St-Mary’s | 5pm | free
The official unveiling of this public art commission is the culmination of a 
five-months long exploration and socially engaged collaborative process 
between artist Brigid Teehan and several Clonmel children, including young 
residents of Suir Island’s Hughes Mills complex.  The resulting artwork is a close 
collaboration and listening journey between the artist and the participating 
children which will see its unveiling as an interactive installation in the 
biodiverse surroundings of the churches’
grounds. Refreshments will be on offer.

Out of Bounds film screening by Grace Wells
Tipperary Museum of Hidden Histories | from 5pm | free
This short ‘film-enquiry’ investigates the relationships between creativity, 
play and place by eco-poet and environmentalist Grace Wells. Invited by 
Clonmel Applefest to explore Article 31 of the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, Wells’ film focuses on the freedoms and limitations that 
modern Clonmel offers to children and is a companion piece to Brigid Teehan’s 
commissioned collaborative artwork. Screening will continue till end of Sept.

Tipp Food Producers Table Mats by Aoife Barrett
Tipperary Museum | from 5pm, runs till 23rd October
This new work by printmaker Aoife Barrett comprises eight tablemats which 
were created in response to site visits and conversations with seven local food 
producers. The project stems from Aoife’s interest in learning more about 
how food is linked to family and communal practices and how the act of 
eating brings people together. The installation uses the medium of traditional 
printmaking, as well as exploring papermaking and embedded printing 
techniques. The exhibit will be on display 
amongst the Museum collection
until the 22nd October.

Welcome
We are delighted to be back this Autumn for the fifth edition of Clonmel 
Applefest. We have some exciting projects and events in store for you, including 
a new book, a printed tablemat installation at the Museum, another site-
specific sculpture at Old St-Mary’s, and a fabulous Harvest Procession complete 
with a finale Fire Spectacle on Suir Island!  Before all this gets off the ground, 
you can join us for costume and performance workshops, as well as a varied  
free performance programme for Culture Night! So grab a pen, highlight your 
favourite bits, bring your friends and folks and get involved.

Artisans of Clonmel Project book launch
Under the Arches, Main Guard | 6pm | free
Join the participants of the Artisans of Clonmel project for the launch of the 
book of interviews about 13 locally-based artisans and their craft, complete 
with exquisite photographs by John D.Kelly. This project is the culmination of a 
four-month mentoring process, during which local writers  received training in 
interviewing skills and editing  from writing mentor Sue Leonard. Books will be 
for sale on the night and at Chou’s Cottage & Bookmarket 
subsequently.

Street Feast
Mitchell Street | 7:30pm
Its time to take over the Streets of Clonmel as we celebrate harvest time! Come 
and meet your local and international neighbours as we break bread and 
sample some of the tastiest food Clonmel has to offer: meet and chat  with old 
and new friends, and mark the beginning of Applefest. Live music and fresh 
food on  sale from several outlets.

More info and details on www.clonmelapplefest.ie

Landspeak: Manchán Magan reading & Pop Up Gaeltacht
Eldon’s Pub | 7pm & 9pm | free | book a seat via our website
In his illuminating new book, Manchán Magan sets out on a journey, through 
bogs, across rivers and over mountains, to uncover the ancient myths that 
have shaped our national identity and are embedded in the strata of the land 
that lies beneath us. From 9pm onwards, Pop Up Gaeltacht Cluain Meala and 
Manchán will host an evening as gaeilge complete with Trad music interludes. 
The Pop Up Gaeltacht is open to people who are fluent in Irish, those who 
have just began to learn, and everyone in between. Bígí linn ar an 23ú mí Meán 
Fómhair i Eldons le Manchán Magan.

Climate Worrier by Colm O’Regan
Hearn’s Ballroom | 9pm | free| book a seat via our website
Are you worried about All The Bad News On The Environment and 
laugh grimly at it all? Avoid despair and instead join Colm in an 
hour of stand up comedy, memoir and even hope, as he tries to
grapple with Everything Being Broken and where he might start
to help. Along the way,  find out what Greta has in common with
Irish aul lads, how to harness the power of Liveline and a simple
trick for the first step in Doing A Bit.

The Wild Geeze
Lili’s Lane | 10pm | free | book a seat via our website
The Wild Geeze are farmer comedian Breda Larkin from the metropolis of 
Ballinasloe and burlesque chanteuse Miss Lavelle of the 061. The talented duo 
meet in an explosion of unapologetic queer female-led entertainment. Breda 
Larkin puts down the shovel to pick up the guitar to host & sing with Miss 
Lavelle in a show of the wild and wonderful. With a show stopping all female 
cast starring comedian/artist The Dirt Bird, powerhouse poet performer Osario, 
reigning Mx Burlesque Ireland Bonnie Boux, and activist/rapper Lady Grew 
complete with disco after-party.
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Funders

Partners
Tipperary Museum of Hidden Histories, Healthy Tipperary, Old St Mary’s, Lawpro, 
Suircan Environmental, Pocket Forests, Clonmel Tidy Towns, Tipperary Tourism, 

Hearn’s Hotel, Baker’s Bar, Eldon’s Bar, 2Cando Arts, The Bunker, OPW, Showgrounds

Sponsors

Patrons
Westgate Dental Clinic, FOH Financial Services, Hickey’s Bakery, Cashel Farmhouse 
Cheeses, Bob Fitzgerald Hardware, Maguire Bardon Solicitors, O’Sullivan’s Motors

Thankyous
Bernard Prendergast at Old St Mary’s Church, Paul Kelly, Deirdre Murray, Alan Moore, 
Melissa & David at Sureprint, Jon & Aimee at Lionprint, Jenny Cox & Eileen Acheson, 
Catherine & Caitlin McVicker, Carol Creighton at Clonmel Borough Council, Jaimie & 

Fergal at Hearns, Tipperary Food Producers, Melanie Scott, Eddie Meegan, Margo Hayes 
& Fiona Flavin @Tipp County Council, Con Traas, Marie McMahon and the Museum 

team, Chou’s Cottage, Eamon Lacey, Martin O’Dwyer and all the volunteers.

Additional Credits
Logistics & social media: Kate Tuohig, graphic design: Paul Bokslag,

Website design: White Setter Design

Programming Committee
Brid O’Donnell, Lyn Mather, Jeanette O’Dwyer, Elke Wilson, Marie-Claire Heffernan

Board of Directors
Annabella Alvarez, Brid O’Donnell (treasurer), Sarah Furno (Chair),

Theresia Guschlbauer (secretary),  Lyn Mather

Sun, Moon and Seasons: a talk by John Hackett of South East Astronomy
Main Guard | 11am | free
The audience will be given a general overview of our Solar System and the 
influence of the Sun and Moon on the seasons and life here on Earth.

Harvest & Heritage Fair
Suir Island Car Park | 12 - 5pm | free
This year, we are bringing back our much loved Apple & Heritage Fair, with 
participative arts and crafts activities, including pottery, natural material 
workshops, costume making and bicycle repair. Also featuring crafts stalls, live 
music, Spoken Word, a large apple press and a selection of food and coffee trucks 
to keep you entertained and fed.

Community Dinner
Suir Island Car Park | 5-6:30pm | BYO or buy on site
Join us for a relaxed community dinner, sample foods from our selection of 
foodtrucks or bring your own to share amongst friends and strangers. Meet some 
of the performers and artists involved in the festival and get in the mood for the 
procession with last minute costume adjustments and free tribal face painting.

Harvest Procession & Finale Fire Spectacle with Rogù
leaves and returns to Suir Island Car Park | 7pm sharp | free
Discover the magic of a collective nighttime walk enhanced by sound, mischief 
and fire. This procession is the culmination of two year exploration into what an 
Indigenous harvest ritual might look like in our day and age. It brings together 
locally based and guests artists to celebrate the end of the harvest and the 
coming of darkness. We will walk through Clonmel Streets to bring the Caim 
Coracle with messages collected over the previous weeks to the river for a release 
ritual onto the Suir waters.  The walk will return to Suir Island Car park for a joyful 
Finale Fire Spectacle by the gifted artists of Rogù Arts. 
More info on how to get involved on reverse page.

Culture Night Events Culture Night Late Events


