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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Help Fight Famine is a rare coalition of Australia’s 
leading humanitarian voices which has united to 
take bold action in the face of the worst global crisis 
in a generation. This is the Albanese government’s 
first major international humanitarian test. Australia 
must take urgent action to respond to the global 
hunger crisis.

The 2022/23 October federal budget should:
•	 Deliver	an	urgent	$150	million	Famine	Prevention	Package	to stop a catastrophe in 
the worst-affected hunger hotspots in the Horn of Africa, Yemen, Afghanistan and Syria.

•	 Invest	long-term in a targeted Global Food Security Strategy

•	 Include	measures	to	strengthen	resilience	of the Asia Pacific region to climate change, 
disasters, and economic shocks by increasing Australia’s development assistance
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OVERVIEW
The world is facing an unprecedented global hunger 
crisis. A staggering 50 million people are on the brink 
of famine. Every night, 811 million people go to bed 
hungry. The number of people facing acute food 
insecurity has skyrocketed from 135 million to  
345 million since 2019.
Conflict, COVID and climate shocks have created the perfect storm. The war in Ukraine has 
accelerated world hunger and exacerbated the hunger crisis. 

The most severe impacts will hit women, girls, children, people with disabilities and those 
living below the poverty line.

The Ukraine conflict has sparked grain and fertiliser shortages.

Combined with rising temperatures and ongoing Covid-induced supply chain problems, UN 
General Secretary Antonio Guterres has foreshadowed tens of millions of people experi-
encing food insecurity, malnutrition, and mass hunger and famine in a crisis which could 
last for years.

Yemen, Somalia, Ethiopia and Sudan depend heavily on wheat imports from Russia or 
Ukraine with those countries providing 40 to 90 per cent of supplies. Recent agreements 
to allow grain exports through the Black Sea are an encouraging step, but may still take 
months to implement. There are no guarantees humanitarian agencies will have preferen-
tial access over the many other countries vying for the limited supplies. 

Before COVID, the world’s food and agriculture systems were already strained. Now, 
further supply chain disruptions are rippling across the globe and climate change 
will continue to create disruptions. The result is smaller farmers, who produce 
80 per cent of the world’s food, are producing less. Vulnerable families 
are losing income, selling assets to cope while also grappling with 
unaffordable food prices. 

Last year food prices soared to a record for this decade. In 
some countries where conflicts, disaster and emergencies are 
rampant, there have been 30 per cent increases in food costs.

Parents are forced to cope by eating less. Child labour 
and forced marriage are emerging as growing problems. 
Hunger is powerfully fuelling violence and social unrest. 
Development is being undermined, causing conflict, which 
is responsible for 65 per cent of life-threatening hunger. In 
places like Yemen and South Sudan, fighting has destroyed 
livelihoods and forced families to flee homes and farms.

Political stability relies on access to food with stable market 
prices of staple items. When this is threatened, the threat of 
famine looms large over the most at-risk areas of the world.

As the scale and complexity of humanitarian emergencies grows, 
there is major concern over the way the world is responding. The 
support needed to address these crises is weakening. A major gap 
has opened up between the money needed to stop catastrophes and 
the amount provided. 
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HELP FIGHT FAMINE
Australia faces a crucial moment in the global fight 
against famine. We must step up and do our part.
The Australian Government can make a real difference to this urgent humanitarian 
crisis in the October 25 federal budget.

A $150 million Famine Prevention Package can help to halt disaster on a 
devastating scale.

Taking action will save lives. This package should be delivered by 
non-government organisations and humanitarian agencies with strong 
networks of local partners on the ground.

The funds would be put towards practical solutions on the ground. 
For example, in Yemen emergency food kits including rice, vegeta-
ble oil, white beans, wheat flour and sugar could be distributed.

In Ethiopia, a prolonged drought has killed 20,000 cattle. An 
Australian funding injection could help an organisation on the 
ground in its efforts to provide 17,000 bales of grass for 1417 cattle in 
the Fentale District.

In South Sudan, where half the population are facing crisis levels of 
food shortages, Australian emergency funds could help to sustain school 
feeding programs, which provide children with critical meals, keep them 
in school and feed entire families through take-home supplies.

This is the first major humanitarian test for the Albanese Government. If Australia wants to 
be seen as a global leader, not only in the Asia-Pacific region, but on the world stage, it must 
lead by example. 

Global efforts to address the global hunger crisis have been chronically underfunded. But 
the importance of arresting the lack of support has never been more important.

The Albanese government can send a powerful signal to the world: Australia is committed to 
multilateral contributions that address global humanitarian crises.

Aside from the urgently needed $150 million to stop a famine catastrophe, a more lasting 
budget commitment is sorely needed.

Investment in a multi-year Global Food Security Strategy would prevent humanitarian 
suffering before it reaches catastrophic levels and capitalise on Australia’s capabilities and 
expertise in resilient agriculture. 

Promoting best-practice agricultural innovation to build food shortage resilience could 
provide a lasting difference to an intensifying problem. It also presents an opportunity 
to demonstrate Australia’s leadership and expertise in the global agricultural and 
resilience space.

With climate change causing more frequent extreme weather events - including drought, 
fire, flood and storms - that impact food production and supply chains, medium and long-
term funding will be crucial.

A development strategy over multiple years should also promote local leadership on 
addressing food issues, support peace to address the root causes of hunger, and provide 
safety nets for vulnerable groups like women, children, people with disabilities and refugees.

While the world is facing a perfect storm for a global hunger crisis, Australia taking action will 
save lives. Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has acknowledged the looming crisis. 

He must now back up his vow to ease food shortages and access to food at this critical time.   
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. WHAT FAMINE LOOKS LIKE
In South Sudan, desperate mothers like Kengen cannot produce enough milk to feed 
their babies because of hunger. When Kengen was eight months pregnant she fled armed 
attackers who destroyed the farms in her village. After giving birth in a bush she had to visit 
relatives whose farms were spared to beg for corn to make porridge. She is gripped with 
fear over her baby’s health.

Two million women and children under five are facing acute malnutrition in  
South Sudan alone. Food insecurity in South Sudan is at its most extreme levels 
since South Sudan gained independence in 2011. The situation remains 
dire with 8.3 million people, or 75 percent of the population, facing 
severe food insecurity. 

The fallout from political upheaval in Afghanistan is still sending 
shockwaves through people’s lives. Abdul, from a village in 
Kabul province, is no longer allowed to work as a teacher 
and is unable to find another job because he lives with 
a disability. While his neighbours share food with him 
when they can, he relies on emergency relief to help his 
family survive.

Afghanistan is under massive pressure after regime 
change, the worst drought in nearly three decades 
and the COVID-19 pandemic. An estimated 4.2 million 
people are internally displaced, and 23 million are in 
need of aid.

Entire generations are under threat with almost eight 
million children aged below five at risk of death from 
wasting without therapeutic food and care. That 
shocking figure is on the rise.

In the world’s hungriest countries, children too young to 
walk are surviving on less than one meal a day. Classrooms 
are empty because students are too hungry to go to school. 
Some 204 million children globally are missing out on meals 
because of school closures. Girls are often the first to be taken out 
of school and the last to eat when food runs low.

Life-threatening hunger also places girls at risk of gender-based violence,  
sexual exploitation, forced early marriage and unwanted pregnancy. Kengen does not have 

enough milk to feed 
her new baby
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WAR AND FAMINE
The impact of war is reverberating around  
the world’s food system.
Conflict is the most powerful driver of the food crisis globally, responsible for the largest 
share of people facing life-threatening hunger at 65 per cent. From Yemen to South Sudan to 
Syria, protracted fighting has destroyed livelihoods and forced families to flee their homes.

The conflict in Ukraine has sent global food prices skyrocketing.

Last year produce from Ukraine fed 400 million people. Ukraine is often referred to as the 
‘breadbasket’ of Europe but also supplies the world with sunflower oil, barley, maize and 
fertilisers. Russia was the world’s biggest exporter of wheat, ahead of Ukraine, the fifth 
largest. The conflict has interrupted supply chains globally. 

The war means fields won’t be prepared, crops won’t be planted and fertilisers won’t be 
available. Grain is stuck in storage. Ports are blocked and warehouses storing hundreds of 
thousands of tonnes of grain have been reduced to rubble. 

A recent agreement between Ukraine and Russia to reinstate grain exports is a welcome 
step. But it will take time to implement. With so many countries reliant on these grain 
exports globally for trade and food security, there are no guarantees that supplies 
to humanitarian hotspots will be prioritised. Until fertiliser and other essential 
supplies are also included in export deals, the broader impacts on global 
agricultural production will remain. Urgent assistance to avert widespread 
famine remains critical, along with efforts to restore our fractured food 
system through a long-term Global Food Security Strategy. Australia 
should use all diplomatic means to advocate for this.
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CONCLUSION 
Australia can save lives if we act now.
An urgent budget spend of $150 million is needed to help stop a human catastrophe with 
almost 50 million people on the brink of famine.

A multi-year strategy to build global resilience and guard against hunger crises is also 
crucial. Shocks to food supply have been fuelled by Covid, conflict and climate.

The Australian Government can send a strong signal to the world that we will rise to 
the challenge.
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ACCI	Relief

ACFID

Act	for	Peace

ActionAid	Australia

ADRA

Baptist	World	Aid

CBM

Caritas	Australia

ChildFund	Australia

Global	Citizen

GMP

Micah

Oaktree

Oxfam	Australia

Plan	International	Australia

Results	Australia

Save	the	Children	Australia

Tearfund

The	Ripple	Project

UNICEF	Australia

UnitingWorld

World	Vision	Australia

Worldshare


