
UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Vatican, Santa Marta, August 25, 2022 

Mr. Patrick E. Kelly 
Supreme Knight 
Knights of Columbus 

Dear brother, 

I received with joy the news of the premiere of the documentary on Mother Teresa: No Greater 

Love that will premiere next Wednesday, August 31, at the Filmoteca Vaticana. Thank you for all the efforts 

made to capture the life of this saint whose life and testimony have borne much fruit (cf. Jn. 12, 24). I will 

not be able to accompany you in this occasion, but I want to make myself present by this means hoping that 

the documentary will do much good to all those who watch it and arouse the desire for holiness. That 

holiness that, as Benedict XVI reminded us of when giving Mother Teresa as an example, we cannot 

imagine it apart from love of neighbor: “if in my life I fail completely to heed others, solely out of a desire 

to be ‘devout’ and to perform my ‘religious duties,’ then my relationship with God will also grow arid. It 

becomes merely ‘proper,’ but loveless. Only my readiness to encounter my neighbor and to show him love 

makes me sensitive to God as well. Only if I serve my neighbor can my eyes be opened to what God does 

for me and how much he loves me. The saints—consider the example of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta—

constantly renewed their capacity for love of neighbor from their encounter with the Eucharistic Lord, and 

conversely this encounter acquired its realism and depth in their service to others” (Deus Caritas est, 18). 

Again, thank you for promoting this type of initiatives that help, in a creative manner, to make 

accessible the zeal for evangelization especially for the young generations promoting the desire to follow 

the Lord who loved us first (cf. 1 Jn. 4, 19). 

May the Lord bless you and the Holy Virgin take care of you; and please don’t forget to pray and 

pray for me. 

Fraternally, 

[signed Francis] 




