
Juneteenth is an annual celebration honoring the symbolic freedom of enslaved African

Americans from slavery. In 1865, enslaved Texans received word that the Emancipation

Proclamation was signed two years prior. Since then, African Americans have come together to

celebrate liberation on the 19th of June. 

 

In Denver, there is a Juneteenth festival each year on the “Five Points Corridor” on Welton

Street, also referred to as “the Harlem of the West”. Five Points is the heartbeat of Black

culture in Denver with numerous Black-owned businesses, including several TUF partners. It

was so great to see some of our business owners set up booths at the festival, like Monica and

De Andra from Fiddleleaf Plant Boutique!
 

While we acknowledge there is still so much work to be done for the Black Community in the

US, Juneteenth being recognized as a federal holiday is a positive step forward. On behalf of

TUF, we want to thank every activist through the years that has made it possible for this to be a

national holiday.
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A big, BIG thank you to rockstar business accountant

Keisha Clark. Keisha spent countless hours to finalize

our books and provide valuable education to our

finance team to be able to manage this process

successfully in the future. After learning more about

our organization and mission Keisha insisted on

providing her services free of charge. Community

members like Keisha Clark are exactly why we do

what we do here at TUF. Thank you Keisha!
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This year The Underdog Family was selected by Denver Public Schools (DPS) to be a

sponsor in their high school summer internship program. We were absolutely blessed to

receive two incredible students from DPS, Hassani and Kevin. 

Hassani is an aspiring entrepreneur who is working directly with our Founder &

President, Chin, managing staff workloads, meeting with donors, investors, and business

owners, and learning about efficient operational management. Kevin has a natural

aptitude for tech and web design and is working directly with our Technical Manager

Darian to help improve our internal website and build out new digital storefronts for our

local partners. Working with students is a passion that many of our staff share and we

plan to continue this relationship with DPS for many years to come. 

PNC Bank is now a proud sponsor of The Underdog Family! PNC’s generous donation

directly provided the financial support to launch Las Cazuelas de Fer’s new digital

storefront. Leadership at PNC were so thrilled about our support of small businesses,

specifically in BIPOC communities across Denver, that they made the single largest
corporate donation to date! We are so grateful for their contribution and look

forward to a long and fruitful partnership.

TUF’s second large networking event will take place at Number 38 on July 17th!
Come meet our TUF team, our small business Family, and others who believe our

community is stronger when everyone has their fair shot at success. Number 38 is

a beautiful space that just opened last year, with two volleyball courts, a full

concert stage, outdoor firepits, and more. We are incredibly grateful for Haleigh

and the full team for offering to host us. Our first summer jam will be a 90’s
Costume Party with a FREE Beach Volleyball Tournament and plenty of

giveaways – Join us and see if you can take down our TUF team on the courts on

Saturday, July 17th @ 1pm!
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