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SIMAN 3

Intention is Not Needed for Kosher Slaughtering

Includes S Se’ifim

T “Shechita eina tzricha kavana — intention is not needed for

shechita'” The meaning of this phrase is that if one slaughtered?
an animal without proper intention — to fulfill the mitzva of shechita, or
without intention to halachically slaughter, or without intention to kill the
animal in any way — and in the end, he realized that he had slaughtered
the animal according to halacha — it is considered a proper shechita, even
from the perspective of raw halacha’®. This siman discusses this halacha, and
other halachos which emanate from this principle, such as: The halacha
when the animal was cut as a result of one’s energy, but not directly; the
halacha of cutting which did not occur through human energy; and the
type of cutting which is not classified as having been done through “human
energy, and so on.

Intention is not necessary for kosher slaughtering,
but it must be performed through “human energy”

N. The gemoro states (Chulin, 31); From the fact that the Merciful One
revealed with regard to sacrifice animals: ‘And he should slaughter
the bull; iwhich is] to teach us that he intends to slaughter the bull — we
derive from this that intention is not necessary when slaughtering
animals for mundane use.

And even if he dropped a knife with his hand or foot, and did not
intend to cut anything in [the animal], and the knife continued onward
[won its own’] and slaughtered properly — Ithe animal] is kosher. But, he
must know that it was not cut in a “chalada — ‘hidden/embedded*”

1 Kosher slaughtering.
2 Throughout this text, the term “slaughtering” is used to mean “kosher slaughtering.”
3 “Me’ikar hadin.” As opposed to it only being permitted “b’dieved — after it happened.”

4 From the word “chulda — weasel”: just as a weasel covers itself.
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5 Simla Chadasha / Siman3

manner, as explained later, in siman 24 «w». And if he saw [thag the
feathers or hair [wasl cut, it is certain that it was not in a chalada
manner. And if we are worried that the hole became wider, and
[ripped through] the majority [of the simanim which must be cut] through [the animal.s]
“pirkus — spasms,’ see later, siman 24 o.

And it seems to me that even if the one throwing was a deaf or
special needs person, or a child, their shechita is kosher if someone
is watching, as explained above, siman 1 es»*. It is kosher because
it was slaughtered with “human energy.” But, if the knife fell on its
own — not through the energy of a Jewish person who may slaughter,
and it continued onward and slaughtered, lthe shechita is] disqualified
wins, i, A the passuk states: “And you shall slaughter and you shall
eat” mewin, 1220 [which infers thatl what you slaughter, you can eat.

And it seems to me that even if he grasped the knife with his hand
and he then opened his hand, or if it was in a crease in his garment,
and he stood up, and the knife fell — it is disqualified, for it did not
travel because of his energy, but rather, until now it was held up in
his hand — and when his energy was removed from it, it continued
onward on its own, and we require that the energy of a person should
do the act which causes [the knife] to go and slaughter. And even if he
opened his hand with the intention that it should go and slaughter,
it does not help, because there is no human energy.

5 Rulings of the Alter Rebbe: in siman Alef, the author only permits the slaughtering
of a person who is deaf, special needs, or a child, under certain conditions (if they know the
Hilchos Shechita, if they are familiar with the practical side of it, etc.) But the Alter Rebbe's
opinion (Shulchan Aruch, siman Alef, Kuntres Acharon, se’if koton Yud Beis) seems to be that such
shechita is permitted, even without these conditions present. (The only exception is the
slaughtering of a child under the age of 6. The Alter Rebbe holds that such a child’s actions
are not classified as “human energy,” and his slaughtering is pasul min hatorah — also in
our case here.)
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7 Simla Chadasha / Siman3

The halacha of the “energy of one’s energy” — indirect energy

2. If he threw a stone and it hit a knife, and the knife continued
onward and slaughtered — it seems to me that it is disqualified out
of doubt; for it is the “energy of one’s energy,” and perhaps it is not
like his own energy.

If one threw a knife and it slaughtered after bouncing back

A+ Ifhe threw a knife and it hit the wall, and from the power of the
hit, it bounced backward, and slaughtered on its return, it is kosher.
And this is not the “energy of his energy,” but rather, it is his “first
energy’; because the knife, which was the first litem he threv], is what
slaughtered.

And if he threw a knife upward, and it continued [and traveled away and]
to [any] sides, and it slaughtered, it seems to me that it is kosher,
because it continued onward through his energy. For if not for his
energy, it would have fallen down parallel to him [and not to the sidel.
And therefore, if he threw it upward, and after it ascended up high,
it descended downward, opposite [where it was thrown], and it slaughtered
on its descent, it is disqualified [because it fell down on its own and not because

of his energyl,

And any [slaughtering which is] disqualified because it is not one’s energy
— even if he intended to slaughter — it is not effective.

Some intention is necessary for kosher slaughtering

1. There are those of the great poskim who write that even though
we do not require one’s intention — even merely to cut [a nonhalachic
slaughter]; still, minimal intention is required, because the [wording of the]
passuk, “And you shall slaughter,” means as if it was written, “And you
shall do” — such as intending to drop [ knife] But if he did not intend
anything, but rather, his hand bumped into a knife, and made it fall
with this energy, without intention, and it [then] slaughtered — Ithe
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9 Simla Chadasha / Siman3

slaughtering] is not valid. And we should rule according to their wordss.

And the same halacha applies if he pushed a knife in his sleep, or
while awake, without any intention at all — itis also disqualified. And
it is certainly so if a non-Jew, or similar, pushed him onto the knife
and it continued onward and slaughtered — that it is disqualified.
And it seems to me that if a Jew pushed his fellow onto a knife, and
it continued onward and it slaughtered — that we should also be
stringent. For the first [person, who pushed], did not perform an action,
as it was the “energy of his energy,” and the second did not intend
[to perform] any action.

The halacha of one who intends to kill an animal and ended up doing it
halachically correct

i1, The opinion of the Rashal 2l cvun suet shiomo, perek neis, it vua cimmen [is that] the fact
that we permit [in a cas) when he threw the knife, is only lin a casel when
he slaughtered them without specific intention, because without
specific intention, it is for shechita, and it is as if he intended to
slaughter. But, if he intended to perforate’ [the animal, i.e., to kill it in a non”
halachic mannerl, it is disqualiﬁed. Until here [are the words of the Rashall, And

it is proper to worry about his words.

6 Rulings of the Alter Rebbe: The Alter Rebbe’s opinion (Shulchan Aruch, siman Beis,
Kuntres Acharon, se’if koton Alef) is that there is no requirement for any type of awareness with
regard to shechita. And therefore: If one was sleeping, or if they were pushed by a non-Jew,
and without adding of their own energy, the shechita took place, it is pasul; but in the other
cases enumerated here, there is no need to be stringent.

7 Create a hole.
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