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Eltham North Primary School has a unique history a
history of seven different settings for the one school.

The history of the Eltham North Primary School is a
remarkable story and portrays an immense community
and parental involvement. It is a story of a battle to achieve
much.

This story is condensed from an oral history of the school,
as told by 49 narrators and compiled by Eric Stephenson in
1984.

Eltham North is not a town, but a residential area 3km
north to south and 3.5 km east to west. In 1839 the area
was surveyed and belonged to the parish of Nillumbik. Part
was named St Helena by the Beale family (born on the
island of St Helena in 1790), and the area around Glen
Park Road was known as the Glen Park Estate.

Prior to 1900 the land around Eltham North was mainly
used for farming, and consisted of orchards, dairies and
woodcutting. There were some gold mines operating in the
area, and people came for picnics by horse drawn drays
from Heidelberg (originally known as Warringal). The
railway was extended to Eltham from Heidelberg in 1902
and to Hurstbridge in 1912.

In the early 1920's, more people were living in the area,
and they formed the Glen Park Progress Association to
address the issue of poor roads, as well as no water,
electricity or amenities (at this time there were only two
roads: Glen Park and Wattletree Roads). They also voiced
concerns about the distance that their children had to
travel to school. The children either attended the Eltham
school or the Diamond Creek school a walk of two to three
miles. An application was made by the Progress
Association, to the Education Department, to establish a
school at Glen Park.

Background
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Seven Schools

The First School

23 May 1924 to 30 October 1925

The Second School

2 November 1925 toAugust 1955

The Third School
September 1952 to September 1953

The Fourth School
September 1953 toAugust 1976

rd th

nd

The first school opened in a private house, 'Rest-a-While',
rented by the Education Department from a lady called Mrs
Barnes. It was situated in Lower Glen Park Road (now
known as Lower Road) and there were 37 children
enrolled. It was originally known as the Glen Park State
School.As the Glen Park area was re-named Eltham North
(as there was another Glen Park post office in Victoria), the
school was re-named Eltham North State School in
September 1924. The first head teacher was a woman,
Miss Martha Merrifield. The first school had a history of
seventeen months.

The second school was sited in Banks Road on land
bought by the Education Department from the Murray
family. The classroom, 20 feet by 30 feet, was transported
from Greensborough on a horse drawn vehicle. At the
Diamond Creek (Wattletree Road) bridge, the room
needed to be raised above the railings of the bridge to
cross.

In 1925 there were 41 children, and by 1932 there were 58
children in the one classroom. The school grounds had
very few playing areas because of the steep terrain.

It was at his school that the school bell, which now stands
in the atrium, was purchased in 1927. It originally hung in
the fork of a tree but fell down during a storm, so it was then
suspended between two posts. As well as being used for
school, the bell was rung to alert local residents of fire.

A past teacher remembers classifying 33 different species
of orchids from the Eltham North area. The school had its
own garden tended by the children in grade 5 and up. Past
pupils talk of catching black fish, red fin and the occasional
eel in the Diamond Creek. Platypuses were seen regularly.

By May 1952 there were 62 children, and they were all still
in the one original classroom. A complaint was lodged with
the Education Department, as the lighting was poor and
the desks were only 12 inches apart.

This school was used concurrently with the second school
but was classed as a third because it was on separate
land. The Progress Hall (the current Scout Hall) was
rented by the Education Department for one year. Prep,
grades 1, 2 and 3 were situated in the hall with two
teachers. Mr Barlow, the headmaster at the time, was up
the hill at the second school on his own with grades 4 to 8.

This was the first new building the school had occupied.
Parents had wanted it built where the Eltham North Park is
now, but the area was considered to be flood-prone. The
school was built on Lower Road and consisted of two new
classrooms, an office/staffroom, corridor and porch. It had
electricity, and the enrolment at this time was 98 children.
The school was occupied in two stages, during which time
Mr Barlow would ride his bike between the two sites. In
1955 an additional classroom was erected.

With continuing growth of the area, by 1971 there were 170
children at the school, housed in three classrooms and the
headmaster's office. The parents had been voicing their
concern at the overcrowding for some time. On the first day
of the school year, in 1972, parents withdrew their children
from the school in protest and had the media present to
record it. Eventually, the school was extended to six
classrooms and a corridor. The Education Department
wished to remove a portable but the parents parked their
cars around it and padlocked the gates so the loader could
not get in.

School Photo 1950
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Peter Blizzard designed the first school logo, with the 'e' for
Eltham, and the vertical arrow representing the compass
point north and the growth of the Eltham North community.

In August 1976, vandals burned down the fourth school,
but he school bell was not damaged. A school councilor
took the bell to his house, and under his bed it stayed until
the seventh school was finished.

The two end classrooms of the fourth school saved in the
blaze were cleaned up, and four portables were added to
the site. The history of the fifth school begins on the same
site as the fourth school.

The Education Department would only cover so much of
the loss of equipment; so fundraising began in earnest,
with a big community response.
Battles continued between the school council and the
Education Department in relation to the building of the new
school. The overcrowding became worse, and in 1978 the
Gospel Hall was hired to alleviate the problem. The
students prepared to move to another site temporarily,
while a new school was built on the same site.

The Education Department bought 8.01 hectares of land
on the north side of Progress Road (west of Brixton
Avenue) and put portables on this steep site for this
temporary school. There was no hall and no shelter
between the portables. The number of children at the
school was 250.

The site had previously been a farm, and an old cellar from
the original farmhouse was found. It was estimated to be
approximately 100 years old. The children wanted to stand
in front of the bulldozers to stop it from being demolished,
but were unsuccessful in their campaign.

This site was vacated after 15 months. It was used as an
annex to Montmorency High School until St Helena
Secondary College was built.

The seventh, and current, school was designed by
architects, Clarke Hopkins and Clarke, who later designed
the Eltham College on the style of Eltham North Primary
School. It cost $1 million to build and incorporated facilities
for disabled children in its design.

The gates were commissioned by the architects to a well-
known local artist, Matcham Skipper, and were finished by
his son, Marcus. 1979 was the year of the sputnik, and the
design depicts the satellite coming back from space into
the vegetation of the earth.

Pauline Toner officially opened the school on 30
November 1979. The school bell was retrieved from under
the school councilor's bed and was erected in the atrium.
The bell has become the school logo, replacing the earlier
'compass e' design.

By 1982 the building was far from big enough. Eight
portables were added to the site, the last having to be
delivered in two halves, lifted over the fence by crane,
loaded back onto the loader and transported across the
grounds.All on a school day!

The Fifth School
September 1976 to May 1978

The Sixth School
May 1978 to July 1979

The Seventh School

28 July 1979 to now
th

t h
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It was at this time that the school chose its school colours:
green and gold, to emulate the wattles of the area.

Wattletree Road plays a big part in the history of the
school. A school-crossing supervisor had been appointed
in 1975, but lights were not installed until 1984, following
several accidents. For a second time, parents protested by
withdrawing their children from the school, and had their
protest meeting televised. The long-term solution, an
underpass under Wattletree Road, has never eventuated.
Over the years the road has been lowered, widened and
straightened to improve visibility.

Eltham North received four brand new portables, which
are used by the grade 5/6 students.Anew music room was
built, the staffroom and library were extended and the
office area was re-designed to include a meeting room.
The computer lab received a technology upgrade, and all
classrooms now have phones, computers and Internet
access.

The playgrounds also had a facelift, with the sandpit
covered and three sets of new playground equipment
purchased, following great fundraising efforts of the school
community. Playground sails were erected over the prep to
grade 2 play equipment. As the size of the school has
grown, and so too the need for play space, the top car park
was turned into a playing area and the students have
access to the oval at lunchtimes.

The Environmental Program has been strengthened with
the construction of the new green house and the
installation of a water tank.

The Out of School Hours Care Program was expanded to
include before school care and moved to the larger area in
the art room, with improved facilities.

The artists in residence, Mary Lou and Chris Pittard,
continue to undertake yearly projects, such as the ceramic
tile murals and decorations around the school. The school
symbol of the bell with the arrow pointing north was
changed to a bell, drawn by Jan Wood, a former teacher at
Eltham North.

The school population increased from approximately 280
students in the late 1990s to the current number of 431.
The number of classes increased from 12 in 1994 to the
current 17 in 2004.

We said goodbye to the following staff:

Peter Furlong (Principal 1990-1996)
Josee Weel (Principal 1996 to 1999)

David Lovegott Sonia DiSilva Alf Frankland
Keith Linton Karen Sheedy Jan Wood
Mark Dixon Prue Jefferies Vanessa Harrison
Mim Hodgson Cathy Dowlan Sue Hughes
Chris Crowe Karen Dixon Lyn Sudborough
Ann Jones Silvana Caruso Gail Barnard
Betty Brooks Meredith Speed Wendy Dunn
Lee Wright Glenda Winfield

Highlights from the last 10 years

Physical Changes

Changes to students and staff

Jenny Edgebrooke
Carol West Sharon Polgar Joan Smith
Fiona Smit Peter Hagen Ben Bishop

The New School 1979

Grade Prep, One, Two playground with sails
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Introduction of new programs

Eltham North Primary School is fortunate to have a range
of management programs, which assist the smooth
running of the school. These include the introduction of
project teams on school council (marketing, finance,
community events and services, school charter, facilities,
parent representatives, out of school hours care, policy,
and uniform). Other programs are out of school hour's
care, a paid yard duty supervisor, a paid first aid officer, a
building and library fund, class parent reps, and
fundraising.

There have been many additions to the curriculum at
Eltham North. The 'You Can Do It' program has been an
outstanding project, which promotes amongst students
the skills and qualities of organisation, persistence,
confidence and getting along. There are many support
programs for students with additional needs, and students'
progress is now tracked via a database. The school
encourages students to participate in the Gateways
extension program and to attend student leadership
courses.

The teaching staff is involved in various programs,
including: Early and Middle Years of Schooling and PLOT
(Professional Learning on Line Tool). In addition, teachers
are involved in regular professional development and
attendance at school cluster meetings. They are also
abreast of current innovative programs and educational
initiatives with their involvement in Global Citizenship,
Organistional Health and the Thinking Curriculum.

Eltham North Primary participates in inter-school sporting
events and has recently enjoyed performance evenings by
students. The school band and choir have been
established, and instrumental programs are offered in
keyboard, guitar and woodwind. The Challenge program,
involving parents sharing special skills and talents with
students, has been very successful. As with many
programs at Eltham North, it demonstrates the level of
active participation of parents in the life of the school.

The school now has a Junior School Council, School
Captains and a strong leadership program which includes
Environmental, Sport, Library and Computer leaders
within each classroom.

Regular events throughout the school year include the
Family Dance and School Picnics, which are well

attended. The Grade 6 students end their final year with a
formal graduation ceremony. A successful fete was held in
2002, which was enjoyed by many and raised much-
needed funds. To commemorate our 80 Anniversary year
the school community has again come together to raise
the funds for the construction of the Rest-a-While Shelter,
a lovely meeting place for students, parents and friends of
the school.

The staff and students enjoy a wide range of programs
amidst excellent facilities. The school continues to be a
dynamic entity, constantly evolving and developing in all its
aspects, and will always have a special place in the hearts
and minds of all those connected to Eltham North Primary
School.

Curriculum Changes

t h

David Foley (Principal) with School Captains

Ceramic tile mural created by students
of ENPS with the assistance of Artists

In Residence Mary Lou and Chris Pittard
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David Foley -
Frank Butters -
Lesley Bush -

Sue James
Julie Williamson
Jo Harwood
Maryann Sevas
Chris Tatnall
Janine Tucker
Michelle Lucas
Amy Clifford
Linda Drew
Briley Stokes
Leonie Buchanan
Sue O'Neill
Julie Francis
Gail Gunn
Renee Baldwin
Julie Samartino
Nadia Bradbury

Stephen Hayes
Robyn Gibson
Wendy Hayes
Julie van Noorden - Reading Recovery
Elizabeth Doig - Speech Therapist

Sue Page - Performing Arts
Teresa Sciola - Italian
Kerry Kaskamanidis - Art
Sharon Marmo - PE/Leading teacher
Cara Grant - PE /Art
Helen Skerry - Library Technician

John Barber
Adam Roach

Robyn Ray
Maureen Roberts
Valerie Shields
Susan Jupp

Donna Morton
Donna McGregor
Pam Pritchard

Sam Wilde
Jackie Battie
Leanda Hudson

Judy Greenway
Neil Greenway

- Robert Scoberg
- Phil Champion

- Christina Demers
- Janet Sykes

David Foley (Principal)
Leonie Buchanan
Frank Butters
Sharon Marmo

Sarah Atwood
Lisa Kirton
Glenn Neyland

Johannes Janssens
Luke van Noorden
Meagan Price
Rachel Vlastuin

Principal
Assistant Principal

Business Manager

Class Teachers

Support Staff

Specilalists

Instrumental

Integration Aides

Administration

Before/After School Hours Care

Cleaners

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Department of Education & Training (DE&T)
representatives.

Non-DE&T representatives

2004 School Council Members

2004 School Captains

Cecily Vlastuin

Anna Williams
Megan Murfitt
Melissa Carnes
Sharon Lim

Teachers on Leave

Eltham North Primary School

2004 Staff
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Autographs
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