
EMERGENCIES and SCHOOL CLOSINGS/DELAYS 
 

Emergency Calls Home 
A student who needs to call home during the school day must ask for permission from his or her 
teacher to be excused from class to make the call. The office staff will assist the student in making the 
call and will help ensure any emergency request is assessed and addressed in a timely fashion. Students 
are not to use their cellphones to make an emergency call home because of the confusion it causes in 
the main office. 

 
Emergency Drills—Fire, Tornado and Other Emergencies 
Students, teachers, and other Academy employees routinely participate in emergency drills and 
procedures that are necessary to ensure everyone’s safety. Evacuation, shelter-in-place, and lockdown 
protocols have been developed to meet any of the foreseeable emergency situations that may occur 
during the school year. The school’s alarm/intercom and phone systems provide the necessary alerts 
and directions to ensure an orderly and safe response during a drill or actual crisis situation. Each 
teacher is trained in the appropriate emergency response for his or her area of supervision. 
 
Emergency protocols are provided to each employee of Ascension Academy and reviewed during 
August in-service training.  Procedural response checklists cover the following emergencies: 

● Active or threatening shooter in the building 
● Bomb threat 
● Fire inside the building 
● Tornadoes 
● Wildfire 
● Chemical spills 

 
Emergency School Closing Information 
Notification of school cancellations or weather-related postponements are communicated to 
Ascension families in the following ways: 

● Postings on the school’s website homepage with inclusion of adjusted schedules 
● Text messages sent to parents, students, and teachers 
● Media announcements on the three local television outlets  

 
Weather-related school delays or cancellations are issued by 6:00 a.m. on the morning in question or 
when possible, the night before. Early dismissals or changes in schedule for athletic or extra-curricular 
programs are issued as soon as those decisions are made.    
 
Attire expectations when a school delay for weather is called:  Students and faculty members 
may observe a free-dress day whenever the school has been delayed due to inclement weather.    
 
Should an emergency occur during the school day that would require a lock-down or evacuation of 
the building, parents are notified at the earliest moment via text message, providing information on 
the emergency as well as the plan for picking up children either at the school or at one of our 
designated evacuation sites. 


