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Founders‘ portrait

Johanna Häupl, Dana Aleff, Erik Müller (LTR)

Dana (CEO) is a mechanical 

engineer and gained her first 

work experience in research 

during her studies. She started 

in production engineering at 

the RWTH Machine Tool 

Laboratory (WZL) and spent 

the last two years before 

becoming an entrepreneur 

doing research on supply 

chain management and life 

cycle assessment. The 

informatics-based work 

trained her interdisciplinary 

understanding to combine 

production management, 

environmental impact 

assessment and software 

development. Her strengths 

are organizational and 

conceptual planning and 

thematic linking/coordination 

of different business units and 

requirements. 

Johanna (COO) is an industrial 

engineer specialized in project 

management. Her studies 

gave her crucial skills in 

interface management
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between technology and 
business administration. While 
working, Johanna is a very 
structured person who likes to 
plan a few steps in advance to 
keep everything in view. At 
Circonomit, she meticulously 
establishes the knowledge 
management and is 
responsible for the internal 
project management with her 
conscientiousness and 
accuracy. 

Erik is Circonomit's CTO. He 
completed his studies in 
computer science with the 
application subjects 
mathematics and business 
administration and 
successfully graduated as 
M.Sc. with distinction. During 
his studies, he already worked 
as a junior product owner. The 
decision to work in Silicon 
Valley for a few years after 
completing his master's 
degree was taken away from 
him in 2020 when the Corona 

pandemic started. Instead, he 
gained his own startup 
experience in the German 
startup scene. Through his 
qualifications and work 
experience, he leads the 
development of CNoptimize as 
the product owner.

All of the founders studied at 
RWTH Aachen University. For 
more than three years, they 
have supported each other 
both professionally and 
privately, which has led to a 
trusting appreciation and 
deep friendship. Like everyone 
in the team, they share a great 
passion for sports and healthy 
nutrition. Together, the three 
form a strong founding team 
whose goal is to integrate 
environmental data into the 
daily decision-making 
processes of companies.
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