
 

 

Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission  

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

                                                      Remote Meeting by Zoom 

With Audio Stream for the Public 

 

Commissioners Present by Zoom:  

Paul Downing, Bob Checkoway, Kevin Hancock, John Banks, Bert Polchies, Sandi Yarmal, 

James Cote, Ezekiel Crofton-Macdonald, Richard Rosen, Sam St. John. Joseph Barnes, Sarah 

Medina. 

 

Staff Present by Zoom: Paul Thibeault (Managing Director) 

Guests: Jeremy Ouellette, Nick Bennett 

Public: By audio stream  

 

Review of Agenda 

The draft Agenda was reviewed. The broadband agenda item was deferred to the next meeting.  

By consensus, the executive session was moved up on the agenda. 

 

Executive session 

Motion: Bert Polchies made a motion to move to executive session to consider 

personnel matters. Seconded by John Banks. Unanimously approved. The 

Commissioners conducted an executive session on personnel matters.  

Motion: Bert Polchies made a motion to leave executive session. Seconded by 

Sarah Medina. Unanimously approved. The Commissioners returned to public 

session.  

 

Review of Minutes 

The draft Minutes for April 7, 2021, were reviewed. 

Motion:  Sarah Medina made a motion to approve the Minutes as drafted. 

Seconded by Bert Polchies. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Financial Report 

The three regular financial reports were reviewed and discussed. Managing Director Paul 

Thibeault noted that Governor Mills’ Change Package for the next state biennial budget 

includes additional funding for MITSC in the amount of $55,200 for each year, and that the 

stated purpose of that funding is for MITSC to have an additional employee. Paul Thibeault 

noted that if the additional funding is approved, then he we will be preparing a MITSC budget 

for FY22 that includes a second employee.  

 



 

 

Proposals to Amend the Maine Implementing Act- Paul Thibeault stated that the 

“omnibus” bill, LD 1626, was issued and referred to the Judiciary Committee, but on May 4 it 

was held over to the January session. A public hearing was held on May 4, but another public 

hearing will be held in the next session.  

Motion: Bert Polchies made a motion that MITSC will endorse approval of LD 

1626. Seconded by John Banks. After discussion regarding whether the 

Commissioners need additional time for review and discussion before voting, 

Bert Polchies moved to table his motion on approval of LD 1626 until the June 

meeting. Seconded by Kevin Hancock. The motion to table the motion on 

approval of LD 1626 until the June meeting was approved. John Banks voted 

against the motion to table. 

 

Future Meeting Schedule- Commissioners reviewed the prior discussions regarding a 

meeting schedule. Bert Polchies emphasized that MITSC needs to have longer and more 

frequent meetings, as in the past, to complete its tasks.  

Motion: James Cote made a motion that the three remaining regular 

meetings in 2021 be held on the third Wednesdays of June, September, and 

November from 9 am to Noon, and that those meetings be conducted in a 

hybrid in-person/remote format. Seconded by Kevin Hancock. The motion 

was approved unanimously. 

 

Presentations Regarding the Wolfden Mining Project- Successive presentations 

were made by Jeremy Ouellette of Wolfden and Nick Bennett of the Natural Resources 

Council of Maine. The Commissioners posed questions and offered comments. 

 

Adjournment-  Chairperson Paul Downing noted that the meeting no longer 

had a quorum, and he adjourned the meeting.  


