
 

 

Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission  

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 

                                                      Remote Meeting by Zoom 

With Audio Stream for the Public 

 

Commissioners Present by Zoom:  

Bob Checkoway, Kevin Hancock, John Banks, Bert Polchies, Sandi Yarmal, Matt Dana, James 

Cote, John Cashwell, Sarah Medina, Ezekiel Crofton-Macdonald. 

Guests: Judd Esty-Kendall, Tony Sutton, Lexis Anderson. 

Staff Present by Zoom: Paul Thibeault (Managing Director) 

Public: By audio stream  

 

Welcome 

 Introductions were made by the Commission Members and guests.  

 

Review of Agenda 

The draft Agenda was reviewed. The issue of repatriation from Harvard Peabody Museum was 

added to new business. The executive session was moved to the end of the agenda.  

 

Review and Approval of Minutes 

The draft Minutes for the March 3, 2021 meeting were reviewed.   

Motion: Bob Checkoway made a motion to approve the Minutes. Seconded by 

John Cashwell. The Minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

Financial Report and Managing Director Report 

Managing Director Paul Thibeault referred the Commissioners to his written Managing 

Director Report which includes the Financial Report. Paul stated the current bank balance 

and noted that the audit report has been finalized and provided to the Commissioners. 

Motion: John Cashwell made a motion to approve the Financial Report. 

Seconded by Bert Polchies. The Motion was unanimously approved.  

 

Old Business 

Legislative Proposals- Update and Discussion- The Commissioners reviewed the 

discussion that was held at the prior meeting, including the idea of a “broad stroke review” 

of the current effectiveness of the jurisdictional provisions of the Settlement. It was noted 

that the “omnibus” bill has still not been issued, that the Legislature has adjourned until 

April 28, and that it seems likely that the “omnibus” legislation will be held over to the 

next legislative session. It was suggested that MITSC defer further discussion of 

jurisdictional changes until the proposed legislation is available for review. Other 



 

 

Members stated their view that the Commission has an obligation to discuss jurisdictional 

changes as recommended by the Task Force, apart from the specifics of proposed 

legislation.  

Motion: Bert Polchies made a motion, seconded by Kevin Hancock, as 

follows: 

To prioritize examining the question of whether the restoration of Federal 

Indian Law in Maine would be to the benefit of the Tribes and the State. After 

further discussion, the motion was passed unanimously.  

 

Update and Review of Sustenance Fishing Study- The three contractors working 

on the study were present to provide an update. Judd Esty-Kendall summarized the 

current status of the study and responded to some questions. Tony Sutton spoke about 

the protocol for focus groups in the tribal communities. John Banks asked about the time 

frame to complete the focus groups, and Tony stated that it depends on responses from 

and availability of participants, being mindful of traditional seasonal activities conducted 

by various focus group participants. Tony stated that the goal was to conduct the first 

focus group in April, and hopefully complete three by June. There was further discussion 

and suggestions from Commissioners about the focus groups and methodology of the 

study. Commissioners agreed to provide contact information for potential focus group 

participants.  John Banks emphasized that timely completion of the study is important, 

as current events continue to have negative impacts on sustenance activity. Judd 

confirmed that the goal is to finish the study this year. There was a consensus that the 

Natural Resources committee should be reactivated to interact with the study team.  

 

Repatriation from the Harvard Peabody Museum- Paul Thibeault described the 

request for support that MITSC received from the Intertribal Repatriation Committee. A 

discussion was held.  

Motion: Bert Polchies made a motion, seconded by John Banks, as follows: 

For MITSC to provide a letter of support for the repatriation effort. The 

motion was approved unanimously.  

 

Because of time limitations, the executive session and other remaining agenda 

items were deferred by consensus to the next meeting.  

Motion to Adjourn: Bob Checkoway made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by John Cashwell. All voted in favor and the meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

 


