
 

 

Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission  

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

                                                      Remote Meeting by Zoom 

With Audio Stream for the Public 

 

Commissioners Present by Zoom:  

Paul Downing, Bob Checkoway, Kevin Hancock, John Banks, Bert Polchies, Sandi Yarmal, 

Richard Rosen, Sam St. John, Matt Dana 

Guests: Chief Maggie Dana, Sarah Medina, Jamie Bissonette Lewey and her family members 

and friends. 

Staff Present by Zoom: Paul Thibeault (Managing Director) 

Public: By audio stream  

 

Welcome 

 Introductions were made by the Commission Members and guests.  

 

Review of Agenda 

The draft Agenda was reviewed. No changes or additions were made. .  

 

Review and Approval of Minutes 

The draft Minutes for the January 27, 2021 meeting were reviewed.   

Motion: Kevin Hancock made a motion to approve the Minutes. Seconded by 

Bob  Checkoway. The Minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

Financial Report and Managing Director Report 

Managing Director Paul Thibeault referred the Commissioners to his written Managing 

Director Report which includes the Financial Report. Paul stated the current bank balance 

and noted that the audit report is about to be finalized and provided to the 

Commissioners. 

 

Old Business 

Honoring Former MITSC Chairperson, Jamie Bissonette Lewey- Paul 

Thibeault made remarks about Jamie’s long service to MITSC, noting that Jamie was the 

longest serving Chairperson of MITSC. Commissioners expressed thanks to Jamie for her 

many years of dedicated service to MITSC. Family members and friends added comments. 

A gift created by a local Passamaquoddy craftsperson was presented to Jamie.  Jamie 

shared her reflections on her time at MITSC and expressed her hopes for MITSC’s future. 

 



 

 

Legislative Proposals- Update and Discussion- The Commissioners were provided 

with a written summary of pending legislative matters. Paul Thibeault described the 

recent meeting between Tribal Leaders and the Judiciary Committee regarding the 

anticipated “omnibus” bill. He suggested that the Commissioners hold a discussion of 

basic concepts and the question of whether the jurisdictional provisions of the Settlement 

need to be fundamentally re-examined. In response to a question, he provided historical 

background on events that led to the Settlement and how it evolved into a negotiation on 

jurisdiction rather than being only a land claim. Paul Downing expressed his opinion that 

MITSC needs to know what role Tribal and State leaders want MITSC to play in the 

current legislative discussions and going forward. He noted that the Commission as 

currently comprised has a lot of talent and energy that could be harnessed to assist the 

Tribal and State leaders. Discussion was held amongst the Commissioners. It was 

suggested that MITSC should address the basic conceptual questions about the 

jurisdictional structure under the Settlement. How has it worked out? Does it work to the 

benefit of the Tribes and the State? It was suggested that early on the Settlement structure 

may have promoted progress for the Tribes, but that as federal developments elsewhere 

in Indian Country evolved in support of tribal self-determination, the Settlement 

restrictions may have stalled progress for the Wabanaki Tribes. It was suggested that a 

productive role for MITSC would be to prepare an assessment of how the Settlement has 

worked out and submit broad recommendation rather than getting into the details of 

specific pieces of current legislation. It was suggested that such an approach could 

generate a singular MITSC product with the potential to be transformational. It was noted 

that progress in the Tribal communities in the early years after the Settlement may have 

been due more to the benefits of federal recognition (which preceded the Settlement) than 

to the Settlement. It was also noted that the Tribes still had limited governmental 

capability at the time of the Settlement and were struggling to survive. Since then, due to 

federal recognition, the Tribes have been able to substantially increase their capability in 

many areas of civil jurisdiction. However, legal disputes about jurisdiction have drained 

away tribal resources while the restrictive terms of the Settlement have impaired greater 

progress for the Tribes. The Chairperson summarized the discussion and suggested that 

MITSC prepare a “broad stroke review” of the current effectiveness of the jurisdictional 

structure under the Settlement. A  comment was made that such a review could identify 

primary principles to be kept in view by Tribal and State leaders as they consider proposed 

changes to the jurisdictional structure. There was a consensus to continue the discussion 

at the next meeting. 

 

Scheduling Next MITSC Meeting- Paul Downing suggested that a follow-up meeting be 

scheduled soon to continue the legislative discussion and to address agenda items that could 

not be reached within the available meeting time.  

 

Motion to Adjourn: Bert Polchies made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Seconded by Kevin Hancock. All voted in favor and Chairperson Downing 

adjourned the meeting. 


