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Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission 

Meeting Wednesday July 1, 2020 

11 am - 1 pm 

Remote Meeting by Zoom 

With Audio Stream for Public 

 

Commissioners Present by Zoom: Sam St. John, James Cote, John Cashwell, Bob 

Checkoway, Kevin Hancock, John Banks, Bert Polchies, Sandi Yarmal, Matt Dana, and Jamie 

Bissonette Lewey (Chairperson). 

Staff Present by Zoom: Paul Thibeault (Managing Director) 

Public: By audio stream  

 

Welcome: Chair Jamie Bissonette Lewey  

Chair Jamie Bissonette Lewey welcomed the Commission and members of the public 

listening by audio stream.  Introductions were made by the Commission Members. 

 

Review of Agenda 

The proposed agenda was reviewed. Discussion of the amicus brief was moved to the end of 

the agenda because it required executive session.   

 

Review & Approval of Minutes 

The draft Minutes from the June 3, 2020 meeting were reviewed and approved as drafted. 

Motion: John Cashwell made a motion to approve the Minutes. Bob Checkoway 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor of the motion.  

 

Financial Report and Managing Director Report 

Managing Director Paul Thibeault referred the Commissioners to his written Report 

which included the Financial Report and stated that he would answer any questions from 

Commissioners. No questions were asked.   

 

Old Business 

 

Pending Administrative Issues 

 There was some discussion about the pending administrative issues of creation of a 

MITSC non-profit entity, By-Laws review and Personnel policy review. There was a 

consensus to refer those issues back to the Administrative Committee for a report at the 

next MITSC meeting. 
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The Chairperson search was discussed. Chairperson Lewey noted that her service as 

chairperson would be ending on July 31. There was discussion of naming an acting 

chairperson or acting co-chairpersons until the search for a new chairperson is completed.  

Motion: Bert Polchies made a motion to appoint John Banks and Kevin 

Hancock as acting co-chairs until a new chairperson is selected.  John 

Cashwell seconded the motion. After discussion, the motion was approved 

unanimously.  

 

The transition period was discussed. Plans were made for Chairperson Lewey to turn over 

chairperson files and to have a transition meeting with the Acting Co-Chairs and the 

Managing Director.  

The need for a MITSC Annual Report was discussed. There was consensus that the 

Managing Director should prepare an Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2020.  

 

Biennial MITSC Budget Meeting Between the State and the Tribes 

The proposed dates of July 9 and 14 for a meeting by Zoom were discussed. It was agreed that 

the Tribal Commissioners would contact their Chiefs about the dates and designees and get 

back to the Managing Director. 

Discussion of the proposed FY21 budget was moved to a later point in the agenda. 

 

Meeting Schedule and Annual Retreat or Alternative  

There was discussion about how often to hold MITSC meetings. There was a consensus that 

meetings should be held bi-monthly, starting with September and November, and that the 

Managing Director should follow up with Commissioners and the Acting Co-Chairs about the 

specific meeting dates for those months. 

 

Conducting an Annual Retreat or determining an alternative way to do work planning and 

strategic planning were discussed. No decision was made.  

 

Pending Tribal-State Legislation 

There was discussion about whether the Maine Legislature is likely to reconvene in 2020. 

James Cote shared his understanding that it remains unclear whether the Legislature will 

reconvene and whether they will reach the Tribal-State bills if they do reconvene. There was 

a consensus that it remains a “wait and see” situation.  

 

Regulatory and Natural Resources Committee Report 

The status of the Section 6207(8) sustenance fishing study was discussed. It was agreed that 

the committee will meet with contractor Judd Esty Kendall in July on a date to be determined. 



 

3 

 

Prior to the meeting the Managing Director will provide the current study outline and other 

materials to the committee. 

 

Review of proposed MITSC Fiscal Year 2021 Budget 

 The Commissioners reviewed the proposed budget and the budget notes provided by the 

Managing Director.  

Motion:  Sandi Yarmal made a motion to approve the proposed FY21 budget as 

drafted.  Bert Polchies seconded the motion. After opportunity for discussion 

the motion was passed unanimously.  

 

Review of Draft amicus brief in PIN v. Frey appeal                                    

Motion: Kevin Hancock made a motion to go to executive session because the 

agenda item requires discussion with the attorney who is handling a legal matter 

for MITSC. Bert Polchies seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

During the transition to executive session for which the public audio stream would be 

suspended, Sandi Yarmal provided an informative update on measures that Wabanaki Public 

Health has been taking to support members of the tribal communities during the pandemic. 

 

After the discussion in executive session was concluded, a motion was made to end the 

executive session. 

Motion: John Banks made a motion to end the executive session. John Cashwell 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 The public audio stream was reconnected.  Chairperson Lewey noted that the executive 

session was informational and for discussion, and that no decisions were made. 

 

Several Commission members expressed thanks to outgoing Chairperson Lewey for her long 

service to MITSC. Chairperson Lewey shared some observations with the Commission, in 

particular encouraging the Commission to consider working on a state ICWA statute because 

of the ongoing legal and political attacks on the federal ICWA.  

 

Motion to Adjourn: Bob Checkoway made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bert 

Polchies seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, and the 

meeting was adjourned. 
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