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Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, October 9, 2019  

10 am – 2 pm 

Passamaquoddy Tribe at Sipayik 

15 Elders Way  

Pleasant Point, Maine  

 

Commissioners Present:  Michael Pearson, James Cote, Sandra Yarmal, John Cashwell, 

John Banks, Robert Checkoway, Robert Polchies, Jamie Bissonette Lewey (Chair),  

By Phone: Zeke Crofton-MacDonald, Matt Dana II  

Staff: Paul Thibeault (Managing Director), April Nicholas (Administrative Assistant).  

Tribal Leaders: Chief Marla Dana, Vice Chief Maggie Dana. 

State Officials: Representative Anne Perry & Senator Marianne Moore.  

Guests: Dwayne Tomah, Annette Sockabasin, Sebastian Teunissen, Newell Lewey, Diane 

Oltarzewski, Pat Phillips-Doyle, Janet Hough, Madeline Murphy, Kim Patwardhan (Office of the 

Attorney General), Susan Dickson-Smith, Louis Paul, Tina Downing (IT Support), Brenda 

Moore-Mitchell (Assistant to caterer), Kyla Moore (Passamaquoddy Bay Catering).  

Welcome: Chief Marla Dana 

Chief Marla Dana welcomed the Commission to Pleasant Point Passamaquoddy 

Tribe community. She expressed her gratitude with the work that is happening 

and the fact that the Commission was present in Sipayik.  

An opening prayer was offered by Dwayne Tomah.  

Review of Agenda 

Jamie Bissonette Lewey opened the meeting by welcoming all the Commissioners and 

acknowledging a special welcome of our newly assigned Commissioner Sandra Yarmal of the 

Passamaquoddy Tribe at Sipayik. Introductions of the Commissioners, Tribal leaders and guests 

were completed, and the agenda was reviewed.  

Review & Approval of Minutes 

The Minutes from the September 11, 2019 meeting were reviewed.  

Motion: Commissioner James Cote motioned to approve the Minutes; John Cashwell seconded 

the motion. It was voted unanimously. John Banks abstained.  

Financial Report- Review and Approval  

Paul Thibeault explained that the narrative corresponding to the Financial Report is the first 

part of his Managing Director Report. He discussed the September Profit & Loss report noting 

that some monthly expenses were lower than usual. Paul Thibeault identified a list of necessary 

adjustments to the approved FY20 budget: 

1. Administrative Assistant Position at 15 hours- Wages and payroll taxes. $13,048. 
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2. Summer Law clerk grant- $2500 received, $2500 already expended.  

3. Anticipated FY19 funding due from Indian Township- $1250. Still outstanding.  

4. FY19 funding received from Penobscot Nation- $2500. Already received.  

In the context of the report, Paul Thibeault gave an update on the hiring process for the 

Research position. He noted that the position was unlikely to be filled before the end of the 

current calendar year and as a result there will be adequate funding for the position for all of 

calendar year 2020.  

Motion: James Cote made a motion to approve the budget report with the list of adjustments, 

seconded by John Cashwell. The motion passed unanimously.  

Managing Director Report 

Paul Thibeault reviewed and provided copies of the presentation he made on September 13, 

2019 to the Task Force. The next meeting of the Task Force  is scheduled for October 21, 2019 at 

the State House in Augusta. Chairperson Jamie Bissonette Lewey will be attending for MITSC 

because Paul will be unavailable for a family-related reason. 

In preparation for the Task Force meetings, MITSC will discuss the issues on the Task Force 

agenda in advance to better prepare the Managing Director and the Chairperson to participate. 

Paul Thibeault reminded the Commission that Chief Sabattis would like to have a meeting with 

all Tribal Leaders and MITSC to discuss what changes the Tribes would like to make in the 

Implementing Act regarding the future role/duties of MITSC. It could also be helpful to have a 

similar meeting with State leaders. 

Given the difficulty encountered in getting D&O insurance coverage for MITSC, Paul Thibeault 

asked for an informal working group to assist with the process. Robert Checkoway and John 

Cashwell volunteered to help obtain D&O coverage. 

Paul Thibeault requested clarification  on the issue of per diem payments  for Commissioner 

services when they attend Commission related events like the Task Force. This expense was not 

included in the budget and the by-laws indicate per diem for “services”. The Chair clarified that 

when those requests for per diems are made, they will be paid by MITSC.  

Old Business 

 A. Task Force on the Implementing Act- MITSC’s future role  

Chair Jamie Bissonette Lewey placed the list of current and past proposals regarding possible 

changes to the role/duties of MITSC before the Commission for discussion. In preparation for 

creating this list, MITSC communication; MITSC reports; the recommendations of the Tribes 

and the State; and the enhancements in the Tribe’s proposal to the Task Force were reviewed.  

Each of the recommendations were discussed.  It was noted that there should be a designated 

body in the State structure that is prepared to receive, respond to and act on MITSC findings 

and recommendations. It was recommended that once we have vetted the list of proposals, we 

should spend some time describing how the proposals might be implemented and what future 

structures might need to be created. 
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B. Sec. 6207/Sustenance Project-Next Steps 

The Sec. 6207 Sustenance Project was explained. A committee has been formed to generate the 

research questions. That committee has not convened. The Chair will work with committee 

members to convene before the next meeting.  

James Cote has had some preliminary conversations with DIF&W, and they would like to meet 

with the subcommittee and eventually with the whole Commission.  

 C. Maine Constitution, Article X Research-Update 

Paul Thibeault gave a summary of Rachael Hampson’s research tracking how Article X was 

removed from published versions of the Maine Constitution. She also did an extensive search of 

case law in Maine to identify  references  to Article X sec. 5. The document review was shared 

with the Commission with a caveat that it is simply a document review, not a legal treatise or 

argument and that it draws no conclusions. The Chair requested that the Article X Review 

should be marked as a draft. Ultimately, when it is fully vetted by the Commission, it will 

become a research paper that will be available on the MITSC website.  

Motion: James Cote motioned to have watermark Draft added to the Article X sec.5 Research 

seconded by Robert Polchies. The motion passed unanimously.  

 D. MITSC regulatory agenda for FY20- Update 

Sandra Yarmal and James Cote were thanked for their participation in a preparatory phone call. 

Regulatory changes will be prepared in advance of our next MITSC meeting.   

 E. MITSC Chair- Job Description/Search- Update 

The job description committee has had preliminary email and phone communications but has 

not yet had a meeting. The committee will have a phone conference and produce a draft for 

discussion at the November MITSC meeting.  

 F. By-Laws review- Update 

Paul Thibeault explained that he is reviewing MITSC minutes to make sure that all changes to 

the bylaws have been appropriately incorporated. Once this is completed, the bylaws will be 

reviewed by the by-laws committee and then placed before the whole Commission.   

James Cote raised a question about voting over the phone during the winter months. Chair 

Jamie Bissonette Lewey explained that there is a problem with that, and it has yet to be 

resolved. In the interim, all decisions made on a conference call should be reaffirmed at an in-

person meeting. 

 G. Event to honor former MITSC Commissioners- Update 

The Chair spoke with Donna Loring about co-hosting this event in Augusta at our December 

MITSC meeting. It is the intent to hold the regularly scheduled MITSC meeting with a special 

presentation from Wabanaki Public Health. Several State Commissioners have asked about the 

health and economic wellness of Tribal communities. We are fortunate to have Sandra Yarmal 

who is a Data Analyst for Wabanaki Public Health on the Commission. At our November 

meeting, Sandra Yarmal will make a presentation about the work of Wabanaki Public Health. 
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Sandra Yarmal and James Cote will work with the Chair and Administrative Assistant to develop 

a plan for the December meeting.  

New Business 

 A. Possibly creating a MITSC nonprofit corporation 

Robert Checkoway is investigating whether it would be advisable for MITSC to form a not-for-

profit arm that focuses on education and research. This might  facilitate fundraising and 

receiving  grants. Commissioner Checkoway gave a brief description of non-profit structure, its 

benefits and drawbacks. He will be doing more research into the viability of this proposal. 

The Schedule of MITSC meetings was set:  

November 13, 2019- Indian Township 

December 11, 2019- Augusta, State House 

January 8, 2020- Conference Call 

February 12, 2020- Penobscot Nation or Conference Call  

March 11, 2020 TBD 

If winter weather prevents an in-person meeting  we will do a conference call instead and re-

affirm all decisions at the next in-person meeting.  

Motion: Robert Polchies motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by James 

Cote. The motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting ended at 2:16 p.m.  

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


