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Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission Meeting 

Monday, July 22, 2019  

1 pm – 3 pm 

10 Commissary Point Rd, Trescott, ME 04652 

 

 

Present: Commissioners John Banks, Zeke Crofton-Macdonald, Matt Dana II, Bert Polchies 

(via live video) Roy Partridge, Michael Pearson, John Cashwell, James Cote, Robert Checkoway, 

Richard Rosen, Jamie Bissonette Lewey (Chair); Staff April Nicholas (Administrative Assistant).  

Regrets: Managing Director Paul Thibeault, Commissioners Pos Bassett. Kevin Hancock and 

Sam St. John.  

Guests: Ed Bassett (former Commissioner), Pat Mallar, Carlen Holmes, Janet Hough, Diane 

Oltarzewski, Cheryl Robertson and Daphne Loring.  

Review of Agenda 

Jamie Bissonette Lewey opened the meeting by welcoming all the Commissioners and guests. 

Introductions were completed and the agenda was reviewed and amended: 

1. The Managing Director Report was offered as a written report. 

2. Under Old Business, the Legislative Committee Report and the Report on the Maine 

Constitution, Article X were deferred. 

 

Review and Approval of the Minutes 

The minutes were reviewed, an amendment to correct the spelling of Zeke Crofton-Macdonald’s 

name was offered.  

MOTION: A motion to approve the minutes inclusive of the correct spelling of Commissioner 

Crofton-Macdonald’s name was made by Matt Dana and seconded by John Banks.  approved: 

five, abstained:  four, no objections. The motion was carried.  

Financial Report  

Accounting trainer, Pat Mallar, reviewed the financial report with the Commission. She 

discussed the training and preparation the Administrative Assistant to fully utilize Quick Books.  

The Profit and Loss reports from January 2019 to June 2019 were reviewed. The Commissioners 

requested that the financial report also include actuals and year-to-date figures for the current 

fiscal year and requested the preparation of a FY 2020 budget for discussion and approval at the 

next Commission  

Old Business 

Section 6207/Sustenance Issues-Follow up  

At the January 2019 MITSC meeting, the Commission was asked by Passamaquoddy 

Commissioner, Edward Bassett, to review the impact of Sec. 6207 Sub-section 8 on the quality 

and quantity of traditional fish stocks and the impact on sustenance practices. Ed Bassett 
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reviewed the issues that brought the Passamaquoddy Tribe to request this research project 

during the Retreat. The research is in its initial stage and will be discussed as it evolves. 

Vote on By-Laws Change Regarding Mileage Reimbursements 

Motion: John Cashwell motioned to change the MITSC Bylaws to increase mileage 

reimbursement from 0.44/c to 0.58/pegging the rate July 1, 2019 federal mileage 

reimbursement rate. Robert Checkoway seconded the; it was passed unanimously.  

Planning Event to Thank Former MITSC Commissioners 

There are five outgoing Commissioners. Jamie Bissonette Lewey reviewed their substantial 

contributions to the Commission and the decision that the Commission made at the January 

meeting to honor their work. It was decided that the Managing Director would work with the 

Administrative Assistant on an event to be held in Augusta, perhaps at the Blaine House. A 

MITSC Commission Meeting will precede this event.  

New Business 

Joint Task Force on Changes to the Settlement- Role for MITSC 

The MITSC has a non-voting seat at the table. The Chair solicited input on any issues considered 

by the task force, these should be communicated directly to the Managing Director. Recordings 

of the Task Force meetings will be made available to all Commissioners for review as will the 

dates for Task Force meetings. 

Bylaws Change Regarding MITSC Duties under Sec. 6207 Subsection 8 

The Managing Director submitted a bylaws revision to include MITSC responsibilities under 

Sec. 6207. The suggested language was reviewed, changes were offered. The amended bylaw 

revision will be brought back for decision at the August meeting of the Commission.  

Chair Reaffirmation 

The Chair explained that she agreed to continue as chair after her term expired in 2018 to 

support a search for a replacement. Given that all of the state commissioners are newly seated, 

the chair explained that she would prefer that, at a subsequent meeting, the Commission 

reaffirm her as chair. After discussion, a motion was made.   

Motion: Michael Pearson made a motion to reaffirm position of chair to Jamie Bisonnette 

Lewey for the Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission, John Banks seconded, all voted 

unanimously. 

MITSC Policies- Personnel, Financial Health Reimbursement Arrangement 

Proposed policies where presented to the Commission for review. Suggestions for revision were 

made, Revisions will be considered at the August meeting.    

FY20 Budget 

The FY20 budget is under construction and will be prepared for review at the August meeting.  
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MITSC Regulatory Agenda for FY20 

The Chair requested any regulatory requests for FY20. Both the Passamaquoddy and the 

Penobscot have requests. A subcommittee was created to review the regulatory agenda: 

• John Banks (Penobscot) 

• Matt Dana (Passamaquoddy) 

• Sam St. John (Maliseet) 

• John Cashwell (State) 

• James Cody (State) 

Planning for Meetings with Chiefs and State Leaders 

It was requested that, to the extent possible, these meetings take place when MITSC meetings 

are scheduled in the Tribal communities or in Augusta.  

MITSC Meeting Schedule 

It was decided that the MITSC will meet on the second Wednesday of the month until January 

2020. 


