
 

 

 
MINUTES 

Maine Indian Tribal State Commission 
July 24, 2018 

 
The MITSC met by conference call from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm 

 
ATTENDANCE: Roy Partridge, Ed Bassett, Bert Polches, Brian Reynolds, Matt Dana, Jamie 
Bissonette Lewey, 
 
REGRETS: John Dieffenbacher-Krall, John Banks 
 
Guest Presenter: Robert Checkoway 
 
GUESTS : Andy Burt, Diane Oltrazesky, James Matlack 
 
Guests were welcomed and introductions were made.  
 
The Minutes were presented for approval. Roy Partridge motioned to approve the minutes, Ed 
Bassett seconded, the minutes were passed unanimously.  
 
The FY 2018 Final Financial Report was presented. Ed Bassett asked for clarification on the 
MITSC Report costs. Roy Partridge motioned for acceptance of the report. Ed Bassett seconded, 
the financial report was passed unanimously.  
 
Committee to Develop Job Descriptions: Jamie Bissonette Lewey asked for two volunteers, one 
from the State and one from the Tribes to work on job descriptions for: 

1. A Managing Director 
2. An Office Assistant 

Matt Dana and Roy Partridge volunteered to form this committee. They were thanked for their 
willingness to serve.  
 
September in-person MITSC Meeting: Matt Dana offered to host the September MITSC meeting 
which will either be in Indian Township at the new Bear Lodge or in Jackman so that the 
Commission could visit the Passamaquoddy Maple Syrup project. Matt Dana and Jamie 
Bissonette Lewey will report on progress preparation for the September meeting at the August 
28, 2018 conference call.  
 
Attorney Robert Checkoway: Report on PIN v. Mills from the available public recored.  
 

Bob opened the presentation with a review of the appellate process in the Federal First 
Circuit.  
 



 

 

A three-judge panel upheld US District Court Judge Singal’s decision. He determined that 
there were only two issues that needed to be resolved in the lawsuit: (a) the boundaries 
of the Reservation within a particular portion of the river referred to as the “Main 
Stem”, and (b) the scope of sustenance fishing rights of the Penobscot Nation on the 
same portion of the river.  
 
On the first issue, the court decided that the Reservation does not include the river 
itself, but instead only the islands within the river. On the issue of sustenance fishing, 
Judge Singal said the relevant laws provide “broad protection for tribal sustenance 
fishing.”  
 
These decisions were appealed to a three judge panel comprised of Judges, Juan R. 
Torruella, Bruce M. Selya (Senior) and Sandra L. Lynch. This panel upheld on the first isse 
and decided that the issue of sustenance was not ripe for decision.  
The Penobscot Indian Nation has appealed to the First Circuit en banc (as a whole). 
Motions on this appeal were heard last September. Both USET and NCAI Amici were 
accepted but the MITSC’s was denied.  
 
Since September, there has been no action by the First Circuit. If the motions are 
denied, the decision becomes final and the Tribe has 90 days to appeal for cert to argue 
the case before the US Supreme Court.  
 
All documents relevant to this case can be found at www.pacer.gov  
 

The MITSC Draft Report Tribal State Relations Forum 1:  
 
Bert Polches moved to go into Executive Session to discuss the draft report at 1:40 pm. The 
motion was seconded by Roy Partridge and approved unanimously.  
 
Bert Polches moved to end the Executive Session. The motion was seconded by Roy Partridge 
and approved  unanimously.  
 
Summary of the Executive Session: The report was received and discussed. No decisions were 
made. The report will remain a draft internal MITSC document until the Forum 2 and 3 are 
completed.  
 
Bert Polches moved to close the meeting of the MITSC, Roy Partridge seconded the motion. It 
was approved unanimously.  
 
The next MITSC meeting will be by phone on August 28, 2018 at 1:00 pm. 
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