
WABANAKI 
ABORIGINAL RIGHTS 

. . . we reserve as formerly



The Treaty of Falmouth 
1726-1727

• In 1726, the Wabanaki agreed 
to allow the provincial 
government certain rights 
upon their lands.

• And reserved certain rights 
for themselves that they 
considered inherent and 
inseparable.

• Among these rights were 
fishing and hunting rights.



Saving unto the penobscot, Noridgwock, and other Tribes, within 
his Magesty’s province aforesaid, and their Natural 
Descendants, respectively . . .  the privilege of hunting and 
fishing as formerly. 
                                        Treaty of Falmouth 1726-1727



Brief History 
of Wabanaki 
aboriginal 

rights 
The first statutory 

recognition of inherent 
aboriginal rights came 

40 years after the State 
of Maine began 

requiring hunting and 
fishing licenses



“An Act Relating to Indians” was passed in 1937. 
This law applied to the Passamaquoddy and Penobscot Tribes. 

“For the purpose of this section no person shall be considered 
an Indian unless his father or mother was an Indian.”



1947 Trapping is added to the list of Aboriginal Rights 
1953 The age was dropped to 16 years old 

1959 The language was changed defining Indian status according 
to Tribal lists. 

1971 The age was dropped to 10 years old, no change in status 
language. 



1979 The word “Indian” is defined as follows: 
“Any person who is on the membership list of the Penobscot 

Tribe, the Passamaquoddy Tribe, or the Association of Aroostook 
Indians who has resided in the State of Maine for at least 5 

years.” 



The portion of the statute referring to indians 
read as follows: 

The commissioner shall issue a hunting, trapping and fishing license to any Indian, 10 years of 
age or older, of the Passamaquoddy, Penobscot, Maliseet or Micmac Tribes without any charge 
or fee, providing the Indian presents a certificate from the respective reservation governor or 
the President of the Association of Aroostook Indians stating that the person described is an 
Indian and a member of that tribe. Holders of these licenses shall be subject to chapters 701 
to 721. 

The language we have been discussing is 
consistent.



1985, after the MIA, the Governors or 
Governing body for the Mic Mac and the 
Central Maine Indian Association (staffed 
entirely by members of the 4 Wabanaki Tribes 
and connected to tribal governments) were 
given the authority to certify membership for 
the purpose of conveying hunting and fishing 
licenses. 



Changes in 2000

• Whereas the Central Maine Indian 
Association no longer exists, and

• Whereas until Wesget Suppo is recognized 
in the statutes as the organization authorized 
to issue fishing, hunting and trapping licenses, 
Native Americans will unfairly be denied 
benefits under the inland and fisheries law.



8. Native American.  The commissioner 
shall issue a hunting, trapping and 
fishing license, including permits, stamps 
and other permission needed to hunt, trap 
and fish, to a Native American, 10 years 
of age or older, of the Passamaquoddy 
Tribe, the Penobscot Nation, the Houlton 
Band of Maliseet Indians or the 
Aroostook Band of Micmacs that is valid 
for the life of that Native American 
without any charge or fee if the Native 
American presents a certificate from the 
respective reservation governor, the 
Aroostook Micmac Council or "Wesget-
Suppo" stating that the person described 
is a Native American and a member of that 
nation, band or tribe. Holders of these 
licenses are subject to this Part, 
including, but not limited to, a lottery or 
drawing system for issuing a particular 
license or permit. 



LD 427 
FOR THE FIRST TIME, THE WESGET SIPU 

ARE REFERRED TO AS A “TRIBE.”



Recommendations

• LD 427 be voted ought not to pass. Modifying 
a generous and efficient policy that is working 
well through legislation is an extreme action.

• Pass LD 1456: Remove Wesget Sipu from all 
existing statutes and restore the legally 
accepted word, “Indian.”

• Carefully consider whether Maine should 
recognize state Tribes.




