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Without a doubt, “first impressions” play a big part in all of our 
lives. The first time we meet a person, talk to someone on the 
phone, visit a church, hear a preacher, fly in a plane, drive a car 

or visit Maranatha Village, that “first impression” is made.
By far the best advertisement for Maranatha Village is its residents, but 

a close second is that first visit to the actual campus of Maranatha Village.  
That first impression is made when the car turns off  Arbuckle Creek Road 
onto Maranatha Boulevard. If the fountain is running, it makes a differ-
ence. If the grass is cut, it makes a difference and all of the physical appear-
ance from that point on adds to the “ first impression.”

The Village Board, with many volunteers, is working hard to bring the 
appearance of the Village up to a level as pleasing to the eye as possible. A 
beautification committee under the direction of Jan Burgess is actively pursuing ideas presented to 
them. Individual residents are doing some great landscaping. Florida has a large variety of plants 
and flowers that can really add great beauty to our surroundings. Volunteers have done an outstand-
ing job of painting many of our villas. That project will start again when cooler weather returns.

Recently 29 Jacaranda trees were planted in front of the fence running 
along Gideon Road and will one day add greatly to the beauty of Marana-
tha Village. These trees were purchased three years ago when they were 
about the size of a pencil, but look at them now. For fun and future histor-
ical records, pictures were made with residents standing next to each of 
the 29 trees. It will be fun to look at these pictures 10 years from now and 
see how much the trees have grown.

Talk to Jan Burgess if you have an idea and can volunteer to do some-
thing to make the first impression of Maranatha Village better than ever 
before. Maranatha Village is the best place in Florida to live, and the 
Lord has given it to us to care for until He returns.

First Impressions!

Larry Schafer

Joyce Eaton
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(Continued on Page 9)
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The Administrator’s Perspective

DOLLLARS & SENSE Part Two
By Dr. Gerald Webber

When I pick up a 
box of Raisin 

Bran in the cereal aisle, 
I look like I’m devour-
ing a novel. I read the 
data carefully, because 
I want to know what 
it’s made of, what the 
carb and calorie count 

is, and especially how much of the stuff is in there! 
(Have you noticed how much smaller the boxes are, 
and how much more they cost?)

I don’t think I’m alone in wanting good value for 
money spent. I may soon forget what I paid, but I’ll 
long remember getting snookered on value.

The cost of living at Maranatha Village affects all 
of us, to one degree or another. For the most part, Oc-
cupancy Bonds and Acquisition Fees are a matter of 
history. The monthly Maintenance Fee – well, that’s 
another thing. Here’s the question on some minds, 
and perhaps on a few lips: does the Maranatha resi-
dent get good value from his maintenance fees?

In a presentation for a recent Village Board meet-
ing, Russ Hull, after diligent research, provided the 
answer to that question. We do!

It’s easy to forget all the basics covered by the 
monthly fee: basic cable (minimum $50-60 if con-
tracted individually), water/sewer (est. $50-70 for 
municipal services), garbage and recycling pick up, 
lawn-mowing, maintenance and lighting of common 
areas, insurance on buildings and liability, mainte-
nance of roads, use of park facilities and lakes, Vil-
lage share of fellowship hall expenses, security, pool 
and spa, golf course, recreational and fitness facili-
ties. All these benefits and more are applicable to all 
residents, including those in the mobile homes.

Villa residents also enjoy basic exterior and interior 

maintenance of their units, including heating and air 
conditioning, electrical and water services, repair or 
replacement of major appliances, periodic updating 
of floor coverings, interior and exterior repainting, 
roof replacement, and building insurance. Many of 
our residents are now, or recently have been, home-
owners on the “outside,” and appreciate the fact that, 
in this place, they will never again replace a roof, buy 
new carpet or tile, pay for termite or pest damage, fix 
or repair a faulty A/C unit or major appliance (even a 
ceiling fan!) Why? Because these things are paid for 
by our maintenance fees.

Or are they? Another thing Russ brought to our at-
tention was that the fees we pay now (with whatever 
degree of angst or pleasure) may not fully cover what 
might happen. If we were deluged with a sudden 
surge of appliance replacements, A/C failures, floor 
covering needs, etc., something would “have to give.” 
As the Village ages, we are to some extent depen-
dent on the kind of protection God gave the Israelites 
in the Wilderness, when their clothing and sandals 
lasted beyond all reasonable expectations!

Here’s the bottom line: we all need to read the fine 
print, and be encouraged that, whatever you may have 
heard, you and I (we’re in this thing together) are get-
ting good value for what we pay.

So, will maintenance fees continue to rise? It’s 
not unlikely—but only if necessary, and not without 
careful forethought, consideration of alternatives, and 
advance notice.

One more thing: When you consider the intangi-
ble advantages that can’t be measured in dollars and 
cents, would you really want to live anywhere else?  
As for me and my house—no way!

Jerry



Maranatha’s Growth & Development!
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Does it take a Village to 
rebuild a Villa or a Mobile? 

Twenty years ago, Hillary 
Clinton wrote a controver-

sial book entitled, It Takes a 
Village. The book suggested 
that expansive social programs 
were essential to assist fami-
lies in raising their children. A 
reviewer critiqued the book’s 

message by warning that “Children should be raised 
by families, churches, and communities – not...govern-
ment.” Truly, as believers, we believe that 
parents have the primary responsibility for 
child rearing, still we also believe in the 
spiritual ministry of assisting one another 
in the work of God. 

At Maranatha Village, we have looked 
to the Lord, and to “one another,” (as the 
Scripture aptly says) to see our Village de-
velop and prosper for over 43 years. God 
has truly been faithful to our Village, and 
to all of us privileged to live here!

But it is certainly true that it takes many 
hands to see a home readied for the new 
residents that God leads to live among us. 
Every new resident – whether in the villas or mobiles – 
faces the challenge of readying their new home before 
they move into our community.

Some projects 
are extensive and 
take many weeks 
of work before the 
renewed place is 
ready for move in. 
Others only call 
for a fresh coat of 
paint, or minor re-
pairs and enhance-
ments to make 

it ready for the 
furniture to arrive 
and fill the house. 
But in each case, 
it takes effort and 
effective person-
nel to accomplish 
the task of mak-
ing things ready.

A wise prin-
ciple has guided 
our community by encouraging a systematic plan of up-
grading our Village dwellings when new residents join 

our ranks. In this way, the entire Village is 
regularly being improved and strengthened. 
Deterioration is combated and the natural 
beauty of our Village is complemented.

However, all of this effort requires capable 
personnel, adequate funding, and sufficient 
time. It is usually the “time” factor that is 
most challenging! Because we use volunteer 
labor – and folks of retirement age at that – 
there is often a time lag between the desired 
completion date and the actual finishing of 
the project. 

Our Village maintenance staff is regularly 
pushed to its maximum capabilities to play 
its part in the remod-

eling process. Outside contrac-
tors are an important component 
– but they understandably in-
crease the cost of each project. 
Volunteers have been the key 
to the success of this process. 
Maranatha Village needs, and 
greatly appreciates, the many 
volunteers who sacrificially as-
sist in making homes ready for 
occupancy.

Gerry Carlson

Gerry

Reconstruction for John Thorp

Remodeled Kitchen

Renovating Shower Stall

Reconditioning ceilings & walls
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New Vil lage  Residents 

Wayne & Gloria Mott

Wayne and Gloria 
live at 203 Mid-

vale Avenue, Lot #7, in 
Clyde, Ohio. They were 
married April 7, 1967, 
and next April they will 
celebrate 50 years of 
marriage, Lord willing. 

They are members of the 
Harvest Baptist Temple in Clyde. 

Wayne has a program on the church’s radio station – 
Clean Air.FM – WHVT, in Clyde. His radio program 
is called “Evening Reflections” which can be heard  
Monday through Friday at 10:00 p.m. through 12:00 
a.m. He is located on several broadcasting frequencies:  
90.5 FM in Clyde, 94.1 FM in Findlay, and 89.5 FM 
in Coshocton. Plus, “Evening Reflections” 
can be heard on the Internet, at cleanair.
fm — http://cleanair.fm/listen/. He plays 
good conservative Christian music, takes 
prayer requests, song requests, shares the 
Gospel, gives news, stories, and events on 
each broadcast.

Wayne and Gloria have two sons, seven 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchil-
dren. Their oldest son, Wayne Rodney and his wife 

Kathy, live in Piqua, 
Ohio. Their youngest 
son, Brad and his wife, 
Louise, live in Highland 
Falls, New York.

Wayne has been the 
senior pastor of two 
Independent Baptist 
Churches in the past 23 
years. In 2000, he was called to Harvest Baptist Tem-
ple to head up the Bible College and to be their asso-
ciate pastor. He has had many opportunities to serve 
the Lord: teaching in the college, Christian school, 
missions director, Sunday school superintendent, and 
much more. Gloria has also had many opportunities 
to serve, and she has always supported Wayne’s min-

istries in whatever way she could. Both of 
them have been involved in a senior group 
called the Golden Apples. They put to-
gether John & Romans booklets in differ-
ent languages for missionaries each month. 

Wayne and Gloria have really enjoyed 
Maranatha Village, and they are looking 
forward to spending the winters in their 
own mobile at 8 Jude Street.

Gloria & Wayne Harvest Baptist Temple

Clean Air Radio Network History
1987: WHVT 90.5 FM - Clyde, Ohio
This was the year broadcasting began for what is now known as the Clean Air Radio Network.

1997: WHVT 94.1 FM - Findlay, Ohio
The first addition to WHVT, a translator, began broadcasting in Findlay, Ohio. This essentially started the “network.”

2006: www.cleanair.fm - online worldwide
The vision kept growing to the possibility of anybody in the world, with an Internet connection, having the 
ability to listen. This, of course, has gone beyond computers, and people are able to listen through their “smart” 
phones and other devices.

2011: WHVY 89.5 FM - Coshocton, Ohio
The most recent addition to Clean Air in Coshocton has been a great blessing not only to our listeners but the 
“network” as well. What a thrill it was to bring the Gospel to the people in that part of Ohio.
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A little house with three bed-
rooms, one bathroom and one car 

on the street
A mower that you had to push to make the grass look neat.
In the kitchen on the wall we only had one phone 
And no need for recording things, someone was always home.

We only had a living room where we would congregate,
Unless it was at mealtime in the kitchen where we ate.
We had no need for family rooms or extra rooms to dine
When meeting as a family those two rooms would work out fine.

We only had one TV set and channels maybe two,
But always there was one of them with something worth the view.
For snacks we had potato chips that tasted like a chip.
And if you wanted flavor there was Lipton’s onion dip.

Store-bought snacks were rare because my mother liked to cook
And nothing can compare to snacks in Betty Crocker’s book.
Weekends were for family trips or staying home to play
We all did things together - even go to church and pray.

When we did our weekend trips depending on the weather,
No one stayed at home because we liked to be together.
Sometimes we would separate to do things on our own,
But we knew where the others were without our own cell phone.

Then there were the picnics at the peak of summer season,
Pack a lunch and find some trees and never need a reason.
Get a baseball game together with all the friends you know,
Have real action playing ball - and not game video.

Remember when the doctor used to be the family friend,
And didn’t need insurance or a lawyer to defend
The way that he took care of you or what he had to do,
Because he took an oath and strived to do the best for you.

Remember going to the store and shopping casually,
And when you went to pay for it you used your own money?
Nothing that you had to swipe or punch in some amount
And remember when the cashier person had to really count?

There was a time when mailed letters came right to your door,
Without a lot of junk mail ads sent out by every store.
The mailman knew each house by name and knew where it 
was sent
There were not loads of mail addressed to “present occupant.”

There was a time when just one glance was all that it would take,
And you would know the kind of car, the model and the make.
They didn’t look like turtles trying to squeeze out every mile,
They were streamlined, white walls, fins and really had some style.

One time the music that you played whenever you would jive,
Was from a vinyl, big-holed record called a forty-five.
The record player had a post to keep them all in line
And then the records would drop down and play one at a time.

Oh sure, we had our problems then, just like we do today
And always we were striving, trying for a better way.
Oh the simple life we lived still seems like so much fun,
How can you explain a game, just kick the can and run?

And why would boys put baseball cards between bicycle 
spokes
And for a nickel, red machines had little bottled Cokes?
This life seemed so much easier, slower in some ways
I love the new technology but I sure do miss those days.

So time moves on and so do we and nothing stays the same,
But I sure love to reminisce and walk down memory lane.
With all today’s technology we grant that it’s a plus!
But it’s fun to look way back and say, “HEY LOOK, THAT 
WAS US!”   

Unknown Author—Copied

“That Was Us!”
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2 pounds thinly sliced zucchini (about 5 cups) 
1/4 cup chopped onion (or more) 
1 can cream of chicken soup, undiluted 
1 cup sour cream 
1 cup shredded carrots 
1 package stuffing mix (6-8 oz.) 
1/2 cup melted butter 
2 cups diced cooked chicken 
 
Cook zucchini and chopped onion in boiling water for 
5 minutes. Drain. 
 
Combine soup and sour cream; stir in carrots and 
chicken. Fold in zucchini and onion. 
 
Combine stuffing mix and melted butter. Spread half 
of the stuffing mixture in bottom of a 9 X 13 baking 
dish.  Spoon all the vegetable mixture on top. Sprinkle 
remaining half of stuffing mixture evenly over vegeta-
bles. Bake at 3500

 for 25-30 minutes. 
 
I promise you will enjoy this even if you think you 
don’t like zucchini!  Great when you have dinner 
guests!

Avocado Chocolate Pudding
Doris Bishop

3 ripe avocados, peeled
2/3 cup cocoa powder
2/3 cup honey
½ cup coconut milk
1 ½ teaspoon vanilla
¼ teaspoon cinnamon
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
 
Combine avocados, honey and coconut milk in a large 
bowl, blend together.
Gradually add cocoa until incorporated, pour in va-
nilla, cinnamon, and nutmeg.
Taste and adjust seasoning.  Refrigerate 1 to 4 hours, 
until chilled.
Serve garnished with whipped cream, sea salt or sliv-
ered pistachios or almonds.   Enjoy! 

Zucchini Chicken Casserole
Maribeth Smith

Here is a quick and easy Wet Burrito recipe (pretty 
healthy too). 
1# ground turkey
1/2 packet taco seasoning
1 can diced tomatoes (don’t drain)
1/2 can refried beans
10-12 tortilla shells
 
Mix together and simmer in skillet for 15 min.
Wrap mix in tortilla shells and place in a glass casse-
role dish.
Sprinkle shredded sharp cheddar cheese on top.
Optional: top with black olives.
Microwave for 10 minutes or till cheese is melted and 
shell is hot.

Wet Burrito
Judith O’Connor

Easy Chicken Chili
Rosalie Anger

1 can diced tomatoes
1 can kidney or black beans
1 can chicken breast (12.5 oz.) 
chili powder to taste (1 tsp is mild)
 
Heat together and serve with tortilla chips or rice.

(Good for those cooking for one)
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(Continued from page 1)

The above Jacaranda pictures were taken on July 13, 2016. They were started three years ago. Twenty 
nine Maranatha Villagers volunteered to stand by the trees. The Jacaranda trees start just beyond the Vil-
lage office in the  picture at the top and end at the top of  the Village property.

Jacaranda Trees

First Impressions!

Pam Kruger Betty Hendsbee

Bruce Hendsbee

Mina Oglesby

Ed Oglesby

James Pinkerton Janet Pinkerton

Rose Cousins Sue Stephens Marv Stephens Virgil Ertle

Phyllis Schafer Alice Hamblen Esther Barr Rosalie Anger Al Anger Evelyne Metzler

Carol Ashenfelder Dave Ashenfelder Jerry Webber Selma Barton Pat Greenfield

Eloise Skillman

Kathy Webber

Bonnie Bartelt Dale Moore Anne Adams



“Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ

and you will be saved.”

  Maranatha Village
11 Maranatha Boulevard

SeBring, Fl 33870-6817
863-385-7897

fax  863-385-7954
john316@maranathavillage.org 

maranathavillage.churchpage.us
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Home Going in 2016 

 Elizabeth Schildroth (former resident)   1/06/2016
 Jim Branaman        1/21/2016
 Dwight Allerton (former resident)    2/05/2016
 Marie Bonsell Hufhand      2/12/2016
 Bruce Currie (former resident)     3/08/2016
 Hoyt Douglas        3/08/2016
 Robert Barr        3/16/2016
 Bernice Meek        4/23/2016
 Eula Shattuck (former resident)    4/23/2016
 Grace Hadley        5/11/2016
 Joyce Kaufmann       5/22/2016
 Ann Moss         6/01/2016
 Cliff Truax        6/09/2016
 Doris Youmans       7/04/2016
 Lillian Orton        7/06/2016
 Dave Ashenfelder       7/20/2016
 Tom Williams        7/24/2016
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