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Florida has the most number of smart home 
properties for sale

Florida has the most number of smart home 
properties for sale at 2,242, according to a 
survey by American Home Shield. Demand 
is high for home purchases overall, but 

homeowners are seeing the value of their properties 
double after a smart home integration. Which makes 
partnering with a smart home  integrator a lucrative 
business.

Premium Digital Control is widely recognized for 
partnering with South Florida’s top architects, 
interior designers and general contractors. These 
involve million-dollar homes, offices, buildings, 
various commercial enterprises, even superyachts. 
This particular project involved a partnership with a 
construction planner.

South Florida is where investing in smart technology 
has become quite viable. In fact, it is shaping up to 
be one of the top 10 smart home capital east of the  
United, States, according to Zillow. 

Berg Insight, an independent industry analyst and 
consulting firm on IoT (internet of things) and digital 
technologies, projects that the number of households 
that adopt smart home systems will grow at a 
compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 12.5% by 
2024, resulting in 77.9 million smart homes.

The interest in smart home automation goes beyond 

All roads lead to
South Florida 

Both home and condo buying in 
South Florida are at an all-time 
high--30% up for home; 50% up 
for condos; home improvement 
projects are also up

Nearly 1,000 people move to Florida 
every day, according to Jimmy 
Pratronis, Florida’s CFO. 

In Palm Beach, single-family home 
contracts over $1 million increased 
by 268% in 2020 compared to 2019.

Movers to Florida are primarily 
from Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
New York, New Jersey and Illinois; 
it runs second to Texas for movers 
from San Francisco, California.

Sources: South Florida Business Journal, 2021, 

ISG World Report, 2020, Florida Department of 

Highways and Motor Vehicles 

the democratization of the technology. South 
Florida has a roubst real estate market. In a 
survey by move.org, Florida was the number 
one destination. 

More than 300,000 people have moved 
down to Florida in 2020; about 35,000 of 
them New Yorkers. In total, there are now 
44 billionaires in South Florida.

Movers from New York and San Francisco 
have called South Florida their new home 
or place of business, redefining its image in 
the process. From retirement haven, Florida 
has since assumed the flashier mantle of 
Next Great Tech Hub.

The lockdown in mid-2020 encouraged many 
people and businesses to make the big 
decision to move to Florida, buy properties 
and make improvements in their homes, 
offices and retail spaces. Home remodeling 
is up 73%, according to move.org.

An open economy that has no state income 
tax has certainly made Florida a dream 
destination for those who are seeking 
business opportunities, if not a permanent 
home with lower costs of living. 

FROM $15M TO $30M 
AFTER SMART TECH 
INTEGRATION

Next Great Tech Hub


A PROUD PREMIUM PARTNER
GY BUILDERS ATELIER

GY Builders Atelier made sure that 
the architecture, construction and 
interior design plan for the Ritz-Carlton 
penthouse suite in Sunny Isles fit the 
Premium smart home automation 
system. 

The collaboration resulted in a fully 
automated home with the most 
advanced smart home technologies 
integrated together for easy control, 
security and efficiency:

The Plan

PROJECT 
TOGETHER 

The Result

- Structured wiring
- Secure networks 
- Enhanced Wi-Fi
- Audio
- Video
- Smart lighting
- Automated window treatments
- Climate control
- Surveillance & CCTV
- Flood protection

The partnership between GY Builders Atelier 
and Premium Digital Control & Automation 
makes taking your project from concept 
to completion effortless. Together we are 
the preferred choice for both residential 
and commercial properties looking to build, 
integrate technology, and automate devices to 
suite their lifestyle.

Premium and GY Builders Atelier have been 
working closely together for years to build the 
most prestigious and efficient smart home, 
workplace and commercial enterprises in South 
Florida. Claudia, the Construction Planner at GY 
Builders Atelier, has directly managed project 
teams to ensure the successful completion 
of projects, following only the most rigid 
processes, compliances and safety standards. 
 
Our dedicated, certified professionals have 
have raised the bar in designing and delivering 
turnkey home and office automation systems. 
With GY Builders Atelier, we can provide 
concierge-level maintenance and service, 
earning loyal customers one project at a time.

Claudia Yances, Construction 
Planner at GY Builders Atelier

Construction Planner

RITZ CARLTON 



Adding automation projects can 
potentially double your income 
and enhance your relationships 
with suppliers and customers 

in the home, workplace and commercial 
space. 

You can look at it from the clients’ 
perspective as well. They will save money, 
live smartly and fundamentally change 
their lifestyle or improve their production 
processes, whether they’re building a 
home, restaurant or factory. 

Why do you need to work with a home 
automation company? Just as you plan 
for infrastructure, interior spaces and 
the materials, labor and equipment for 
the construction of a project, it is just 
as important to engage a home and 
workplace automation company early in 

You can look at it from 
your clients’ perspective 
as well. They will save 
money, live smartly 
and increase their 
productivity, whether 
you are planning and 
designing for their home 
or workplace.
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the design process to establish a plan, 
scope and budget for your clients. 

Sweeping change

The sweeping change is coming to South 
Florida for those looking to design smart 
homes and workplaces, especially with 
Miami now considered the fourth tech 
capital of the United States, after Silicon 
Valley, New York and Austin, Texas. 

Also, homeowners have become more 
observant and see things that need 
dressing up, improvement or fixing in their 
homes and workplaces. It wasn’t that 
much different at big offices where leaving 
the lights on or the air conditioning on 
without employees concerned companies 
trying to save on energy as an enterprise 
solution. 

51% accidentally left lights on
41% accidentally left TV/appliance on
36% wonder what’s happening at home 
       or office while away
35% leave A/C running
31% can’t remember if they locked doors
      /windows

Source: Mckinsey, percent of non-users who exhibit behavior at least once a week

Why your clients will need smart 
home or workplace technology

ADD VALUE TO YOUR 
CLIENT’S PROPOPERTY



COURSE
BUSINESSMAN
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GLOBAL FORECASTTHE NUMBERS
Types of Devices Homeowners Have and Their Benefits

• Demand for intelligent office solutions 
• Sensor networks for energy efficiency
• Advancement of  Internet of Things (IoT)
• Growing need for safety and security 

systems

• 25% users of smart workplace or IoT 
technologies in 2019 compared to 13% in 
2014

Sources: Mckinsey, Mordor
Intelligence, & 2019 Media Post

• Increasing importance of the need to 
counter security issues

• Introduction of innovative wireless 
technologies, including HVAC controllers, 
security and access regulators, and 
entertainment controls

• Recent advancements in IoT that resulted in 
price drops of sensors and processors

• 69% of US homes own at least one smart 
home product

• 83M households and about 22M homes own 
more than one smart home product

62% of people who use smart locks are satisfied.

57% of people who use smart devices say they save time.

Home
Automation Clients

Workplace
Automation Clients

MARKET GROWTH

INTERESTING FACTS

Smart Building Market

$229.10B
by 2026 at a Compound Annual 
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 18.50% over 
the forecast period 2021-2026

Home Automation Market

$313.95B
by 2026 at a Compound Annual 

Growth Rate (CAGR) of 25.3% over 
the forecast period 2021-2026

Smart Office Market

$67.69B
by 2026 at a Compound Annual 

Growth Rate (CAGR) of 13.6% over 
the forecast period 2021-2026

9.1%

9%

7.4%

7%

Saves energy

Makes things easier

Saves me time

Makes things more useful

Makes things more enjoyable

6.7%

6.4%

6.4%

6%

5%

4.3%

Design ‘Around’ the Demand

Saves energy

Surveillance cameras

4K, 8K TVs | Displays | Projectors

Soundbars

Home Theater

Makes me feel proud

Saves me money

Voice Control

Outdoor Installations

Video Distribution/AV-over-IP

Smart Appliance Connectivity

Lighting Fixtures

Home Networks

17.3%
16%

15.8%
14.8%

13.3%
11.3%
6.3%
5.5%



As for interoperability, in the summer 
of 2022, the unifying standard Matter is 
looking to make different companies and 
their respective devices work seamlessly 
together. 

Matter was formed with Amazon, Apple 
and Google, among a few other tech 
giants as members. These indicate 
the seriousness of the task at hand -- 
interoperability of devices.

As they forecast this happening for 
the entire marketplace, you will like to 
know that Premium Digital Control & 
Automation is ahead of the pack when 
it comes to interoperability, and that 
you will be too when you plan, design, 
install and program for your clients.

We’ve definitely come a long way since 
those unsightly cables of the early 2000s. 

An ecosystem for a unified Internet of 
Things is here for architects, interior 
designers and general contractors to 
add to their services.  

Aim for an integrated system 

Where is the industry now in terms of 
interoperability -- different smart home 
technology systems working together? 

There have been so many standalone 
products with single-use capabilities.  
This can leave consumers overwhelmed 
and confused as they test one product 
after another, not knowing if they will 
be able to work within a system they 
can control.

This can also perpetuate the myth that 
the smart home market is fragmented 
-- or just a collection of devices when, 
in fact, inroads have already been made 
to make them all seamless and almost 
invisible. The best system has to be 
effortless and almost second nature 
to users. 

Owning smart home gadgets is one thing, 
having them work together is another 
thing entirely. 

Premium Digital Control & Automation 
works with custom-made smart and 
workplace automation that is personalized 
for the user, which is aligned with 
how architects, interior designers and 
contractors do their job. 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT INTEROPERABILITY



The client requested for Crestron to 
be his main control system, because 
he found the app quick and easy 
to control his integrated system 
for audio, video, secure network, 
intercom, lighting control, shade 
control, HVAC control and surveillance 
cameras.

The solution
For this, Premium Digital Control & 
Automation completely upgraded the 
Crestron framework and hardware and 
made it seamless for the homeowner 
to control his 5,000-square feet home 
with a mobile device and 10 touch 
screen panels.

Premium Digital Control installed 
a smart home system consisting 
of 3 macros; 22 audio zones, 12 
video zones; automated shades and 
drapery tracks; centralized lighting; 
surveillance cameras, and enterprise-
grade network as well as TVs, ceiling 
lifts, pool control, and a climate 
control system. All the systems and 
subsystems were simplified and 
seamlessly integrated based on the 
homeowner’s request.

A new homeowner bought a 
$21M-oceanfront condo at the posh 
Regalia Miami and transformed 
it into a smart home with an 
undulating 360-degree terrace. The 
architectural and design work were 
done by Bernardo Fort-Brescia of 
Arquitectonica and interior designer 
Charles Allem of C.A.D International. 
(Check out this video for a 360-degree 
view of a sample property. Please 
note it’s a different property featured 
in the video.)  

“My system now works as fast and 
easy as my mobile device,” says the 
homeowner who wanted to replace 
his slow 9-year-old system and old 
user interface. 

The challenge 
The ultra-rich 46-story residential 
building in Sunny Isles came with 
high-tech security, lighting design and 
other advanced technologies, but the 
property developer still decided to 
have this Regalia unit integrated with 
one easy-to-control smart technology 
system to add more value to the 
luxury condo property.

A control macro installed allows the 
user to control devices and settings 
with one command, while a zone is 
basically an area where you can, say, 
select an area where the music, video 
or sound will play. There’s no actual 
limit to the number of zone(s) a user 
would like to put in their home which 
in this unit means it can have those 
many zones.

Each subsystem control:

Audio distribution: Crestron 
Swamp 24x8 was installed with a 
complementing Swamp expander 
that delivered high-output audiophile 

sound quality to every room for the 
homeowner. It proved to be the best 
choice as it reduced cabling and 
lowered power consumption.

Video distribution: Crestron’s DM-
MD32x32 digital media switcher 
provided ultra-fast digital video and 
audio-switching and lossless 4K, HD 
multi-room signal distribution. 

This also provided enjoyment for 
the client who liked having his TV 
in the bedroom unfold effortlessly 
from the ceiling down into one of the 
position presets and retracts back 
out of sight when no longer needed. 
The automated drop-down TV ceiling 

HOW TO UPGRADE A 
5,000-SQ-FT HOME INTO A 
360-DEGREE SMART HOME 
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CASE STUDY: REGALIA MIAMI 



hinge mount by Future Automation is 
controlled by the Crestron system.

Labeling wires help maintain the 
structured wiring

Integration control: Integration 
involved full control of the Crestron 
lighting, Crestron shades, surveillance, 
door sensors and the HVAC 

The brain controls everything in the 
house

Network: Revamped the network with 
Araknis dual-WAN router, including 
two 48-port POE+ switches and Wi-FI 
6 Ruckus access points to deliver high 
network speeds and a strong signal

Intercom:  Audio intercom was 
installed between touch screens. 
The intercom system made it easy 
to screen visitors, answer the door 
remotely.. The intercom system could 
also be used for phones and other 
mobile devices.

User-friendly keypads for easy control

Lighting control: The Crestron 
centralized lighting system installed 
in the residence allowed the client 
to easily operate and deliver the HCL 
(human-centric lighting) experience

For lighting and shades, Premium 
integrated Control4 with Lutron’s QSX 
processor for seamless control of 
lighting and automated shades.

The upgrade resulted in quick 
actions overall for his smart lighting, 
automated window treatments, and 
door sensors.

Client wanted to keep the pre-existing 
drapery tracks, so Premium Digital 
Control kept and made them work 
with the new Crestron Home system. 

This required making Crestron SIMPL 
Windows and Crestron Home OS work 
together as the client requested. 

HVAC control: The Crestron 
thermostat, with backlit-LCD display, 
saves on energy costs with advanced 
programming abilities

Security: Luma cameras and Crestron 
door sensors were installed. The 
choice of using Luma was for having 
crystal-clear video in 4K to avoid 
grainy, jumpy video.

Pool/Spa: Jandy IP controller was 
installed as the pool’s automation 
system for full customizable 
programming of features such as 
temperature, lighting, and purification 
for convenient management of a pool 
and/or spa.

Being a Crestron home project, with 
some limitations on the framework, 
Premium Digital Control was still able 
to integrate the Crestron system into 
the building, from the elevator to the 
unit, valet, and all the way to the front 
desk.

Non-user interaction feature of the 
home

Client was very specific with his 
lighting and shades being on a 
specific schedule. On a daily basis, 
the shades didn’t require pushing a 
button. The homeowner was able to 
change levels of illumination meant 
to rouse the homeowner to action or 
sleep.

User-initiated interaction

Client has the ability to enable and 
disable his door sensors and push 
notifications on all of his interfaces. 
He can create special scenes and 
macros that will initiate specific 
events (eg. party scene, nighttime or 
daytime). These include lights going to 
a specific level all around the house 
and to the pool. Music in various 

genres can be played all throughout 
at different levels. 

Technical details and calculations 
made on this system

Actual Crestron touchscreen panel 
The centralized lighting control 
system power calculation was 
designed based on the lighting 
designer’s fixture selection and fixture 
quantities. 

This information gave us the 
necessary power/wattage 
consumption needed for us to select 
the correct dimming modules and 
lighting load zoning for proper power 
consumption.

The equipment room power 
calculation was based on the rack 
design with the equipment selected 
for the audio distribution network 
control system and sources. 

Based on the equipment selected, 
Premium Digital Control was able 
to create the correct power/BTU 
requirements for the equipment room 
and provide all the technical details 
to the electrical and mechanical 
contractors for dedicated circuits 
and cooling supply necessary in the 
equipment room.

Conclusion
The five-star ultra-luxury condo unit 
is bound to increase its overall value 
after getting fully automated. 

Regalia Miami is a luxury tower 
located in a prime location, the 
Sunny Isles Beach at 19575 Collins 
Avenue, with the grand shopping 
experiences at Bal Harbour Shops and 
Aventura Mall; the most-talked-about 
restaurants on Las Olas Boulevard in 
Fort Lauderdale; the diverse nightlife 
in South Beach, and the wonderful 
art in Wynwood Miami. ealthspire 

A 360-DEGREE SMART HOME

https://www.wealthspire.com/
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SMART-HOME
READY RESIDENCE IS 
BUILT TO SCALE

CASE STUDY: TURNBERRY 
OCEAN CLUB  

A new homeowner bought a Having 
revolutionized the living, working, 
leisure and shopping habits of 
millions of people across the country 
for more than 50 years, the Turnberry 
name has become the epitome of 
luxury and residential projects worth 
more than $8 billion. So for its recent 
whole-home smart home project, 
Turnberry’s real estate developer 
turned to a reliable name – Premium 
Digital Control & Automation, the 
company relied on by South Florida’s 
prestigious real estate developers.

The challenge

The challenge was to build a smart 
home-ready residence – a turnkey 
smart home built to scale – in one 
of the 54-story luxurious residences 
located on a stretch of pristine 
beachfront in Sunny Isles Beach in 
Florida. 

The real estate developer’s instruction 
was even more specific. He wanted to 
make the smart home system feel as 
intuitive as any household appliance. 

“The client wanted a smart home 
system that would be easy to use 
as if it were an everyday household 
appliance. He was happy that we 
fulfilled his wish,” says Shaun Elwin, 
project manager of Premium Digital 
Control & Automation.

The $21.5-million 9,000-square foot 
turnkey residence needed to have an 
integrated audio and video system, 
lighting and shades, HVAC and 
surveillance cameras on the back of 
solid structured wiring. 
Having all lighting keypads 
programmed to an on/dim-off setting 
for simplicity and consistency was 
also a requirement. This was for 
having the lighting control system 
operate and deliver the human-
centric lighting experience all 
throughout the day.

The team buckled down to work on 
the technical details.

Lutron: The centralized lighting 
control system power calculation 
was designed based on the lighting 
designer’s fixture selection and fixture 

BEFORE &
AFTER

quantities. This information gave 
Premium Digital Control the necessary 
power/wattage consumption needed 
to select the correct dimming 
modules and lighting load zoning for 
proper power consumption.

Equipment room: The equipment 
room power calculation was based on 
the rack design with the equipment 
selected for the audio distribution 
network control system and sources. 
Based on the equipment selected, 
Premium Digital Control created the 
correct power/BTU requirements for 
the equipment room and provided all 
the technical details to the electrical 
and mechanical contractors for 
dedicated circuits and cooling supply 
necessary in the equipment room.

The solution: Both human-activated 
and no-human interaction

Control4 is the main system and 
is integrated with Lutron’s QSX 
muscular processor for expanded 
connectivity and reliability. 

From a simple press on a Lutron 
seeTouch keypad with backlighting, 
multiple macros can be initiated, 
allowing users to operate the 
centralized lights, shades, 
thermostats and more.

For the audio-video install, a 
plethora of in-ceiling and in-wall 
speakers delivered immersive, lifelike 
audio experiences and sound to 
music listening and TV watching. 
The wide dispersion of sound and 
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BUILT TO SCALE

the flat frequency response combined 
to give unmatched detail and accuracy 
in the sound of the speakers, which 
hugged the cavernous home like a warm 
blanket.

As requested, all lighting keypads were 
programmed with an on/off/dim setting. 
The client was delighted to learn how 
they could easily operate and deliver a 
HCL (human-centric lighting) experience 
– the art of creating lighting that varies 
in intensity and temperature for better 
performance, comfort and well-being.
While the lighting fixtures selected by 
the lighting designer are not tunable 
lights, Premium Digital Control provided 
a human-centric lighting experience to 

reliability. From a simple press on 
a Lutron seeTouch keypad with 
backlighting, multiple macros can be 
initiated, allowing users to operate the 
centralizing lights, shades, thermostats 
and more.

Networking: To allow for fast seamless 
connection and strong networking 
signal to use all the best that a home 
automation system can offer, Premium 
Digital Control chose Araknis as a core 
network system.

Intercom system: An intercom system 
was built into the Control4 framework 
utilizing Control4’s video doorbell and 
Control4’s latest 10-inch touchscreens 
in the high-rise condo’s elevator 
vestibule for security. 

The intercom system made it easy to 
screen visitors, and answer the door 
remotely. The intercom system could 
also be used for phones and other 
mobile devices. 

Smart lighting: As requested, all lighting 
keypads were programmed with an 
on/off/dim setting. The client was 
delighted to learn how they could easily 
operate and deliver HCL (human-centric 
lighting) experience.

The centralized lighting control by 
Lutron has centralized din panels and 
architectural SeeTouch keypads; shades 
are accessible using a Control4 app; 
lighting design was already provided

the homeowner with and without any 
human interaction with the system.
The homeowner experiences 
automated events during the day 
tailored to their lifestyle with no 
human interaction with the system.
 
As requested by the homeowner, one 
of the events programmed with no 
human interaction makes the shades 
open at sunrise in the common areas 
on the west side of the residence, and 
have the audio system play a specific 
music genre in the kitchen and family 
room at a pre-set volume level.

From sunrise to midday, lights turn 
on in the common areas at a pre-

set schedule and change light levels 
throughout the day based on custom 
programming and conditionals
Also, from sunrise to midday, lights 
turn on in the common areas at 
a pre-set schedule and change 
light levels throughout the day 
based on custom programming and 
conditionals.
The audio system plays a specific 
music genre in the kitchen and family 
room at a pre-set volume level

Each subsystem’s features

With a clear understanding of the 
details and the design required from 
inception to completion, Premium 
Digital Control built an easy and 
intuitive smart home system designed 
for scalability and sustainability. 

Premium Digital Control & Automation 
used Control4 as the main control 
system in this oceanfront residence to 
control all smart home technologies 
installed: audio distribution, 
integration control, network, intercom, 
lighting control, shade design, 
shade control, HVAC control, and 
surveillance video camera for security. 

Audio installation: The residence’s 
audio system features Audio Control’s 
8-zone amplifier; Triad’s 8-zone pre-
amplifier and Episode’s signature 
in-ceiling speakers for robust 
amplification for the whole home 
with Control4 control. For video 
distribution, Premium Digital Control 
relied on local video sources as all 
components were housed in the TV in 
a wall box. 

Integration control: Control4 is the 
main system and is integrated with 
Lutron’s QSX muscular processor 
for expanded connectivity and 



Programmable thermostat 
can control your indoor 
climate and more

Programmable thermostats can save 
money for offices as one can easily 
schedule run times for cooling and 
heating automatically – evenconsistently. 

In-wall touch panels are multipurpose 
and customizable. You can have the 
basic thermostats or get the advanced 
models that allow you to integrate all 
of your smart home devices together.

Automated window 
treatments offer safety 
and efficiency

Motorized blinds like the ones on this 
company’s office can protect your furniture 
and furnishings from discoloration from 
the South Florida sun. You can add 
security or set privacy when you set 
them automatically to open and close 
during certain times of the day.

Multipurpose SmartTV 

This office has a large smartTV in the 
common area with touchscreen panels 
around for full control.  

There are different types of devices or 
human-machine interfaces (HMIs) for 
full control.

Wired, it’s easier than ever to make 
your office serve as your home theater.  
Since your clients will naturally be in the 
common area, take the chance to show 
promotions on that massive screen.
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CASE STUDY: SABER INTERACTIVE 

VIDEOGAME DEVELOPER’S
OFFICE TRANSFORMED

Surveillance cameras and 
CCTV 

Cameras and CCTV are indoors and 
outdoors. Get cameras like what this 
office’s cameras can do: pan, tilt, zoom, 
and even withstand rain while also 
detecting motion or potential threats. 
Custom push notifications or alerts can 
be set up when a package arrives at one’s 
doorstep. Good to consider these days.

Smart lighting

In-ceiling lighting and speakers go hand 
in hand. A centralized energy-saving LED 
lighting system applied here offers many 
possibilities. 

For precision, this office can add in 
accent lights, wall wash, general lighting 
or directional lighting. 

You can control them even when you’re 
not at the office, through your smartphone.



Florida is top destination and 
no. 1 state for wealth migration

Fort Lauderdale rent prices have 
increased by 1.7% over the past 
month. According to year-over-year 
comparisons, rent prices have increased 
by 27.4% compared to last year at the 
same time. Currently, a one-bedroom’s 
median price is $1,344, and a two-

bedrooms’ price sits at $1,614.

West Palm Beach is shaping up to be 
like Manhattan’s financial district. It  is 
now called Wall Street South because 
of the increasing number of hedge fund 
managers and financial investors who 
have moved from New York. It is expected 
to get busier with more offices opening 
in 2022 with the Wall Street Journal 
calling it Office Boomtown. 

The Brightline train system resumed 
operations between Miami and West 
Palm Beach last November 8, 2021 and 
will soon go all the way to Orlando. 

Anyone involved in the housing industry – 
real estate brokers, general contractors, 
architects and interior designers – is 
going to reap the benefits of the Big Move. 

They will need to address the needs of 
these movers, because of the reasons 
they moved to South Florida — “better 
weather,” “relaxed guidelines,”“lower 
taxes,” (i.e., no income tax) and most 
interesting of all, “the Florida lifestyle.”

Where people are moving 
from and why they’re 
moving

Housing professionals will need to cater 
to the needs of people from different 
places – based on the states they came 
from. In the move.org survey, California 
came in first followed by Texas and New 
York. 

One New York resident interviewed by 
WPTV of West Palm Beach in its year-
end 2021 report said her reason to move 
from New York to Florida was based on 
her “search for space” and “freedom.” 
She was quoted as saying, “I lived in 
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A survey by move.org revealed that Florida topped the list of 
states people moved to in 2021. With many people moving 
to Florida, housing costs have increased dramatically. 

Miami rent prices have increased by 2.10% over the past 
month and a 27.5% increase from last year’s rates. Currently, 
the median price of a one-bedroom apartment in Miami 
sits at $1,565. A two-bedroom apartment sits at $2,044.

DESTINATION FOR
SMART TECHNOLOGY

https://www.apartmentlist.com/fl/fort-lauderdale#rent-report
https://www.wsj.com/articles/pandemic-turns-floridas-west-palm-beach-into-office-boomtown-11640091601
https://www.wptv.com/money/real-estate-news/what-does-south-florida-market-look-like-in-2022
https://www.move.org/moving-stats-facts/


LOCATION...
About 73% of homeowners remodeled 
their home in 2021, some increasing the 
value of their home by adding smart 
home technology. Florida is also one 
of the states with the fastest growing 
smart home adopters in the country.

Smart home technology has become a 
loose term as it also applies to commercial 
establishments looking to renovate their 
businesses for the current realities. Both 
indoor and outdoor spaces are getting 
their makeovers in Florida.

Some interesting data from move.org’s 
survey of people’s relocation all around 
the US include the following:

63% of respondents said if the 
Omicron variant of the COVID-19 virus 
worsens, they will consider a move in 
2022

62% of respondents experienced 
shortages using moving trucks and 
professional moving services during 
their move

63% of respondents said their move 
was unexpected

73% of respondents remodeled their 
home this year

31% of respondents bought a home

80% of respondents said they used 
professional moving services

Manhattan, and it was dangerous, 
dirty and a little depressing. In the 
middle of the pandemic, it was like 
the apocalypse.” 

Lifestyle preference is one other reason 
for their move, says Jeff Lictenstein, 
a real estate market broker in the 
posh area. They can eat outdoors. 
In other cities that experience the 
most unbearable winter conditions, 
they may be limited to or confined 
to indoor activities. In a dense city 
like New York, it’s not easy to create 
space, whether indoors or outdoors. 
Indoors, Manhattan affords little space. 
Outdoors, the throng of people can 
scare people from going out in a world 
still grappling with virus strains. 

Understanding the major factors that 
contributed to these people’s reason 
for relocating is crucial. Architects 
and designers will need to create 
great outdoor living environments to 
sell Florida’s tropical weather, as 32% 
of survey respondents in the move.
org survey chose Florida for “better 
weather.” 

While a change of lifestyle is good for 
some, others are coming to South Florida 
for its business-friendly atmosphere 
and zero income income tax (about 
37% cited this reason). Zero income 

tax means many have more disposable 
income to improve and remodel their 
homes.

As a result, Florida’s population has grown 
to 21.48 million, eclipsing New York, which 
is down to 19 million. From July 2020 to 
July 2021, New York’s population fell by 
319,020 people, the largest numeric decline 
of any state in the country, according to 
Census Bureau estimates. 

Living and housing costs in 
Florida

As for living costs, Florida is neither in the 
highest or lowest trend, for now. Housing 
costs and rentals may have risen but it’s 
still relatively cheaper to live here than in 
New York or California, especially northern 
California where many of the companies 
come from. It bears watching living costs 
change in 2022, because South Florida’s 
real estate market is showing no signs 
of easing up and will remain white hot 
well into 2023, if projections are correct. 

In the past year or so, many movers 
have bought houses and condos in 
South Florida which has kept stores like 
Home Depot packed with customers and 
new homeowners busy with their home 
improvement. 

https://www.kushnermoving.com/
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2021/2021-population-estimates.html?linkId=100000097331496


Premium Digital Control & Automation 
serves clients in Palm Beach County, 
Florida, the leading county in the state 
of Florida for both people and income 
growth by a wide margin, according to a 
Unacast study. It’s also the playground 
for smart home technology.

A 30,561-square-foot mansion in 
North Palm Beach that was bought 
for $1.5 million years ago was listed 
recently for $37 million, after the 
owner automated his home and did 
other smart renovations.

The house’s smart home technology 
system includes a glass elevator, wine 
room, movie theater, a full-house 
generator and a six-car, climate-
controlled garage. Outside, an infinity-
edge pool with multiple spas and 
over 450 linear feet of water frontage 
on a canal provides access to the 
Intracoastal Waterway. 

Who lives in Palm Beach 

West Palm Beach is the media darling, 
but the entire county is thriving. With 
a population of 1.4 million, it is third in 
terms of population size to Miami-Dade 
and Broward counties, but it has the 
most net population flow, with 11,100 new 
migrants; 44 of them billionaires – in its 
10.4-square mile area, with some of the 
most innovative smart home control and 
workplace automation systems.

Many of Premium Digital’s clients come 
from New York’s Wall Street which now 
comprise the most number of residents 
here. The permanent moves of hedge fund 
companies and private equity firms based 
in New York have certainly transformed 
the county and turned it into Wall Street 
South, its new moniker. 

It didn’t happen overnight. Many of the 
executives from these firms were traveling 
snowbirds who stayed in their second 
homes in the county during wintertime. 

Nearly 60,000 New Yorkers pay a visit to 
Palm Beach for 8 or more weeks. When 
the pandemic happened, many decided 
to stay for good – with about 70,000 
high net-worth New Yorkers taking $34 
billion in lost income with them.

They’re homeowners that are also renting 
offices that require smart technology. 
Used to having smart home controls, 
they are adding variations of these 
automation systems for their offices 
and commercial establishments – for 
security and efficiency. 

Movers from New York

Doug Cifu, CEO of Virtu Financial and 
co-owner of the Florida Panthers can 
no longer see why people stay in New 
York. He was quoted as saying, “ I see 
no reason why a hedge fund or private 
equity firm should stay in New York. It 
makes no sense to me whatsoever.” He 
has moved his office from New York to 

the DiVosta Tower located in Palm Beach 
Gardens, Florida.

For her part, Kelly Smallridge, president 
and CEO of Business Development Board, 
says, “It has been the most economic 
activity we’ve seen in the past three 
decades from one industry, referring 
to the corporate relocations in Palm 
Beach County, 

The Business Development Board of Palm 
Beach County (BDB) has facilitated 31 
corporate relocations that Premium Digital 
Control & Automation is tapping for its 
smart home service. Other companies 
have selected Palm Beach County for 
their relocation or expansion over the 
past year. 

Thanks to South Florida’s tropical climate 
and non-existent state income tax, these 
companies found the best reasons to 
stay – and to do business.

PALM BEACH COUNTY
SMART HOME PLAYGROUND

https://www.businessinsider.com/palm-beach-county-florida-migration-businesses-financial-services-new-york-2021-4
https://www.businessinsider.com/palm-beach-county-florida-migration-businesses-financial-services-new-york-2021-4
https://f.hubspotusercontent20.net/hubfs/2931123/Emerging%20Areas%20in%20SE%20Florida%20(2).pdf
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/real-estate/prime-property/fl-bz-prime-property-seminole-landing-20210819-sejkj7bkj5clrge2j4vcx4vjkm-story.html
https://www.wpbf.com/article/palm-beach-county-becomes-wall-street-south/36293852 https://www.bizjournals.com/bizjournals/partner-insights/2021/08/19/palm-beach-lands-10-financial-titans.html
https://www.wpbf.com/article/palm-beach-county-becomes-wall-street-south/36293852 https://www.bizjournals.com/bizjournals/partner-insights/2021/08/19/palm-beach-lands-10-financial-titans.html
https://f.hubspotusercontent20.net/hubfs/2931123/Emerging%20Areas%20in%20SE%20Florida%20(2).pdf
https://f.hubspotusercontent20.net/hubfs/2931123/Emerging%20Areas%20in%20SE%20Florida%20(2).pdf
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/realestate/wall-street-south-builds-its-own-new-york-to-lure-younger-crowd/ar-AANZ8eW
https://www.virtu.com/
https://www.nhl.com/panthers
https://www.bdb.org/
https://premiumdigitalcontrol.com/audio-visual-company-in-south-florida/customer-journey/
https://premiumdigitalcontrol.com/audio-visual-company-in-south-florida/customer-journey/
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Demand for home automation has 
been steadily rising 

Concerned with safety and security, 
homeowners have embraced the use 
of surveillance cameras and door 
locks (the entry points). 

After being introduced to automation 
by these hottest smart home 
products, many are looking for more 
intelligent smart home and workplace 
designs -- if they can only get out of 
the mire of products out there.

Customization is how the 

GET THE EXPERTISE 
YOU NEED

market will evolve

As an architect, interior designer or 
general contractor, it is important 
to know that homeowners are now 
looking at smart homes to enhance 
or transform their lifestyle, while 
workplace owners are looking for 
enterprise solutions that can help 
them streamline their processes and 
build from the lessons they learned in 
a pandemic world. 

For example, the pandemic’s 
disruption in people’s lives has also 
prompted companies to create a 
safe and hygienic environment for 

Products vs system

There is a brewing products-vs-
systems war. There are many poducts 
coming out but quantity doesn’t 
necessarily mean quality.  

There’s no telling if some of them are 
even going to survive the competition 
in a few years, especially when they 
are stand-alone devices that will not 
work within a system.

Some of these products are stand-
alone devices which could be 
sufficient for a single room but not 
for controlling an entire home or work 
environment.

They can be hugely popular but are 
one-trick toys which could disappoint 
those who think they’re smart home 
systems; they’re not. 

A smart home system means having 
control of a host of things in your 
client’s home or workplace using a 
touch screen device. 

These can be their home theater 
system, lighting, automated window 
treatments, thermostat, surveillance 
camera and CCTV, secure networks, 
enhanced Wi-Fi routers — all with 
structured wiring that’s neatly tucked 
from view and yet also expandable 

if your client is going to add more 
automation to their spaces.

Your clients will need help in 
integrating all of these subsystems. 

There’s the challenge of seamlessly 
integrating everything together. The 
job is just too much for one person to 
do, because here are lots of moving 
pieces when building a cohesive 
smart home or workplace and one 
needs professional installers or 
integrators to do the job.

6 reasons you need 
professional integrators or 
installers

Who can you trust to do the job with 
you? Here’s how to pick a professional 
home automation installer or 
integrator:

1. Professional integrators 
plan ahead.

The best integrators know how 
to plan and design and work with 
architects, interior designers and 
electricians, the latter being a critical 
part in the automation of many 
electric-based automation work. They 
should be able to envision what the 
clients want even in an empty room 
or house and work well with others.  

returning workers. A conventional 
home or workplace will simply not cut 
it anymore based on current realities.



2. Professional integrators 
need to be trained 
programmers to do their 
job.

This industry is growing and smart 
home brands have ramped up ever-
expanding ecosystems that make it 
harder for consumers to catch up — and 
learn everything on their own. Unlike 
consumers, professional installers not 
just keep up with trends but also train 
for programming. 

Programming skills are critical when 
integrating products that’s incompatible 
with their home automation systems. A 
professional would be able to personalize 
a system’s user interface on some wall 
touchscreens, even their smartphones.  

3. Professionals need to 
make their customers feel 
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at ease.

The industry is in a constant state of 
flux as new challenges crop up when 
making these devices talk together. 
The best professionals guide their 
customers to meet and even surpass 
client expectations. Often, there is some 
maintenance needed when it comes to 
running a home or workplace automation, 
and one needs professionals who can 
troubleshoot issues or take care of bugs 
in a system.

4. Professionals know that 
technology can help raise a 
property’s value in Florida. 

Professional integrators are always up to 
the challenge of planning and designing 
while also implementing custom solutions.

Charles M. Adams, owner of a 
30,561-square-foot smart home in North 

Palm Beach, is selling his smart home for 
a staggering $37 million after purchasing 
it for $1.5 million in 2015. He custom-
built it with a chef’s kitchen, a private 
salon and spa, a glass elevator, movie 
theater, a full-house generator and a 
six-car climate-controlled garage.

5. Professionals that 
provide a white-glove 
service in this industry 
mean they make sure 
they keep areas clean and 
undisturbed after each job. 

This has been the case for Premium 
Digital Control, which has worked on 
many projects. These include whole 
homes, restaurants and bars, conference 

rooms, hotels, fitness and spas, clinical 
offices, and conference rooms.

6. Professional installers 
trust a few names to 
deliver on their claims. 

These prestige brands, Control4, Crestron, 
Ketra, Lutron and Savant, are not the 
leaders in smart home and workplace 
automation for nothing. Together, they 
have more than 150 years of combined 
experience with continually evolving 
technology that’s ahead of everybody 
else.

GET THE EXPERTISE
YOU NEED



A FEW OF OUR  
RECENT PROJECTS

OUR KEY
PARTNERS
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http://echoaventurafl.com/
https://www.apartments.com/pearl-house-bay-harbor-islands-fl/jysy2s5/
https://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/residences/sunny-isles-beach
https://www.trumpmiami.com/
https://www.turnberryo.com/
https://www.control4.com/
https://www.crestron.com/
https://www.lutron.com/en-US/pages/default.aspx
https://www.savant.com/
http://aurorasunnyislesbeach.com/


THE PREMIUM SYSTEM
OPENS UP OPPORTUNITES 

GET INTO A 
MORE 
INTEGRATED 
SYSTEM
Based in South Florida, Premium Digital 
Control and Automation partners with 
top architects, interior designers, 
builders and other professionals to 
provide fully integrated and luxurious 
smart home and smart office 
systems from Palm Beach to Miami. 

We have an in-house team of insured and 
bonded technicians with certifications 
from CEDIA and prestigious brands 
used in our system installations. 
These brands include Control4, 
Crestron, Ketra, Lutron and Savant.  

We provide fast-turnaround planning, 
designing, programming and installation 
that provides security, comfort and 
entertainment for homeowners as well 
as security and efficiency for businesses.

Schedule a home or office visit now. 
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https://premiumdigitalcontrol.com/
https://premiumdigitalcontrol.com/


Contact Premium Digital Control & Automation Today

START YOUR NEXT 
PROJECT WITH US

Miami/Dade: (305) 433-6185   |  Broward/Palm Beach: (954) 637-1361

Info@premiumdigitalcontrol.com  |  www.PremiumDigitalControl.com

GET A CUSTOMIZED SOLUTION

https://premiumdigitalcontrol.com/contact/

