
Overland adventure across the World’s Driest Desert outside of the polar regions



Nomadic Road is an award winning experiential travel company that bridges dream and routine. We are the pioneers when it

comes to organizing motoring expeditions to far ends of our planet. With our extensive experience, each expedition is carefully

crafted wherein you’ll be driving legendary expedition vehicles, taking on adventurous and unprecedented journeys that

guarantees to go well beyond the guidebook and offering unique insights about the places you go to.



There are still a few places left on this planet where you can make a pioneering

journey: Argentina’s Atacama Plateau and Chile’s Atacama Desert are one of them. A

land where nature is still the owner; a land of colors and silence, where the sheer

size and beauty of the landscapes is truly humbling. An unknown territory for most

people, it is a land that leaves its mark. Exploring what this otherworldly landscape

has to offer requires some effort, but it more than pays off. This overland

expedition will take you through some of the challenging trails of the Worlds

ultimate rally - Dakar. You will be driving across this elevated plateau of wildly

striking and desolate landscapes is filled with the rare sights of salt flats, flamingos,

ancient Incan trails, desert labyrinths, herds of llamas and vicuñas, the turquoise

lakes and clay-brick pueblos.







The city of Salta is renowned for its colonial architecture, friendly population and claret-red ponchos. It lies at

the foot of the eastern slopes of the Andes, in the only Argentine region where vestiges of Indian heritage are

still visible.

Salta is the gateway to the Northern region of Argentina. It’s a handsome dichotomy. A small city with

beautifully preserved colonial buildings and fine museums stands in stark contrast to the desolate wilderness

that surrounds the region. After you arrive, we have arranged a private transfer from the airport to the hotel.

You have an option to come a day or two earlier to get acclimatized as well as explore this quaint city. You will

be staying in an original luxury themed boutique hotel that provides excellent boutique service. This handsome

townhouse will delight; stylish, unpretentious and decidedly loiter-worthy with innate elegance oozing from

every carefully polished pore. It’s sophisticated while keeping true to cultural roots, and easily the most

impeccable place to bed down in the historic heart of Salta. This evening we will have a detailed expedition

briefing followed by a welcome dinner to get to know each expedition member on this epic journey.

Our first day of our motoring journey – a fantastic drive across the Andes, through the infinity of the Puna

Plateau. We will have a great crossing of the Humahuaca Valley, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, driving

through some interesting dirt trails. Geological wonders aside, Quebrada de Humahuaca holds the story of

Argentina itself. The desert valley has preserved evidence of life dating back 10,000 years, from early hunter-

gatherer tribes to pre-Hispanic communities, Incan culture, Spanish colonizers, all the way to the struggle for

independence in the 20th century. That’s pretty much the entire history of the nation right there—and we

haven’t even gotten to the valley’s famous “rainbow,” a wash of earth-tone colors created by layered geological

strata – Cerro de los Siete Colores (the Hill of the Seven Colors), which is located outside the town of

Purmamarca. And then we head to our hotel - the Manantial del Silencio, situated just above the village and with

a picture postcard view onto the Hornocal, 14 coloured mountains. The hotel is an unexpected oasis of comfort

and tranquillity in the heart of the spectacular Humahuaca Gorge. The design, both inside and out, is colonial

and elegant; with long stone corridors, archways, and a predominance of white giving the whole place a fresh

feel.



Today we head out of Purmamarca and its vibrant colored mountains for an epic overland border crossing from

Argentina into Chile. Driving along winding and dramatic trails through the Lipán Mountain Pass, located at

4,170masl, from which offers amazing panoramic views overlooking a rather stark landscape. As we continue

our drive, on the other side, you will see the Salinas Grandes, one of the largest salt flats in Argentina. In some

directions the blinding white expanse seems to go on forever with only a stark line separating the snow like

ground with the vast blue sky. In other directions you can just make out the deep red mars like landscapes of the

Andes mountains in the background. They also have these unique turquoise pools which makes the landscape

look different. Then we continue our drive through the Jama Pass that has an elevation of 4283 masl, located on

the border between Chile and Argentina. It is the northernmost road border crossing between the two countries.

Once we cross into Chile, we head straight to San Pedro De Atacama, located 2500 masl, on the north side of

Atacama Salt Flat. The town is set on one of the many oases formed by the rains of the "Bolivian Winter" in

Atacama Desert, the driest in the world.

PS: Our route today involves crossing few high-altitude passes, we have planned to avoid staying longer at such

elevations as it can cause acute mountain sickness (AMS). The route is pretty much deserted and we have

planned for scheduled stops enroute where we could relax for some time. You will really appreciate the ever-

changing landscape unfold in front of you as you drive through this brilliant stretch of road.

This morning you wake up amidst the incredible landscapes of Atacama. The land seems to be uniting the

moon, stars, and layers under the earth’s crust. With its vast desert plains, the Atacama Desert, volcanic summits,

stunning white salt pans, undulating rock and orange rock and sand and Turquoise Lagoons. Atacama’s biggest

secret is that it has an incredible variety of wildlife, flora, and fauna, despite its being deserted and inhospitable.

So today we head out to explore some of these stunning natural wonders. We will start with Cordillera de la Sal

(salt mountains) that was formed millions of years ago. Moulded through time by rain, wind and the Sun of the

Atacama Desert, its final form that we know nowadays counts with a great variety of natural sculptures, different

types of stratifications and varied colorations by the mineral diversity of the place.

Next, we head towards Valle de la Luna with their otherworldly rock formations, which will leave you in no

doubt as to the origin of its name: this is well and truly a lunar – if not Martian landscape…



… This wonderful natural phenomenon, is due to the encounter of the Atacama Desert with the Andes mountain

range, which is produced by smooth slope changes. Valle de la Luna is an area of stone and sand geological

formations. It was declared a Natural Sanctuary and is also part of Los Flamencos Reserve, a protected zone. A

place of desolation where the wind has sculpted mounts and ravines of salt, clay and gypsum. There is no life in

this valley and no humidity; it is the most inhospitable place on the planet. We will have time to visit the Tres

Marias (Three Marias), rocky mounds formed by erosion, la Mina de Sal Victoria (mine), where you can take a

short walk around the Valle de la Luna, and climb the Duna Mayor (dune of 2600m), from where you can see

the beautiful sunset. For those who aren’t keen on walking, instead of climbing the dune, there is another option

to drive towards the Mirador del Coyote, which is also part of the reserve from where you can see the sunset.

A very early departure will take us to the Geyser del Tatio. El Tatio Geyser Field (locally known as Los Geysers

del Tatio) is located within the Andes Mountains of northern Chile at 4,200 meters. With over 80 active geysers,

El Tatio is the largest geyser field in the southern hemisphere and the third largest field in the world. Here you

will see one of the most astonishing phenomena produced by nature and look at contrasting colors produced by

the steam columns in the highest geothermal field in the world. You can walk across the tracks over the

geothermal field and also swim in the thermal springs and observe numerous volcanic formations.

From here we then head to the villages of Caspana, Chui-Chiu and Pucara de Lasana, which are called as “Out of

the World Villages”. These highland village characterized by the great development of alpaca and cactus wool

crafts.

At night, depending on the weather, we will meet with a passionate astronomer from the observatory of San

Pedro de Atacama to embark on an astronomical journey and witness the beauty of the starry sky of the

Atacama Desert.

Today will probably be one of the most intense days of the whole trip and also challenging as we will covering

some of the Dakar rally sections used in the past. We start the day by driving through the hallucinatory

landscapes of Salar De Atacama, the largest salt flat of Chile and the second largest in the world. The lake under

the salt flat has one of the largest lithium reserves in the world. Arriving into the salar, an arresting backdrop of

orange and purple-hued mountains surmounts the habitat of huge flocks of wild flamingos…



… From here we head towards the high-altitude lagoons of Minique and Miscanti (altitude 4,120m) that offer

majestic panoramic views of an Altiplano desert surrounded by towering volcanoes and abounding with wildlife

like flamingos, foxes, and vicunas.

From here we then cross over into Argentina via the Sico Pass (4092 masl), following one of the ancient trading

routes made by llama caravan between the Oases of the Puna. Back in the Argentine Plateau, the landscape will

completely change. The labyrinth Desert, a fossil dunes desert, made by clay and gypsum crystals, is the only

maritime sediment deposit of the Puna. This area is actually studied for its similarities to other planets physic

characteristic (Planetary Geology). Later we arrive at Tolar Grande, one of the remotest places on earth.

We will be camping in a very special place with no infrastructure. The kind of experience where you sleep

beneath the stars amidst the clearest skies in the world and wake up in the middle of nowhere for once in a life-

time sunrise experience.

PS: From today onwards we will be staying at a much higher altitude for next couple of days. Not to worry, we

have factored in the right acclimatization program and also, we will be carrying oxygen canisters in case the

need arises.

Today we will be tracing some of the trails used by Dakar rally in the past. First, we will drive through Salar De

Arizaro, located near Tolar Grande, the largest in Argentina and the third in the world. From the salt flats we

head south towards Cono de Arita, a rather mysterious place and had has the most amazing natural formations.

Its name Arita was given by the ancient aboriginal people who lived in the area, in the Aymara language it

means “sharp”, it was the best adjective that this community found to describe this gigantic brown formation.

Then we continue our journey south towards Salar de Antofalla, located in an inhospitable and inaccessible

place in Argentine Puna and holds the record for being the longest salt flat in the world. With no water, no

vegetation and only capricious shapes shaped by erosion over millennia, it is the only thing to be found for

dozens of kilometers around. The Antofalla salt flat has three small interconnected lagoons called Ojos del

Campo. Each one is of a color: the first is blue, the second is black and the third is orange.

We spend all this day exploring these magnificent natural wonders before heading towards Antofagasta de la

Sierra to spend the night. Antofagasta means “house of the sun”. Relentless sun, watchful of the hard work of the

people and persistent in its fight against the cold wind of the mountain. Immersed in the Puna and lodging its

characteristic Mount Torreón, which represents a natural milestone.



This morning, we leave Antofagasta de la Sierra and head towards Galán Volcano, one of the largest exposed

calderas in the world and forms part of the Central Volcanic Zone of the Andes, one of the three volcanic belts

found in South America. The road to the summit, part of the Central Volcanic Zone of the Andes, is gravel,

rocky, tippy and bumpy at times. One mistake can have serious consequences.

On the, way we drive through the Laguna Grande which is home to one of the world's largest populations of

James flamingos. It's an extraordinary sight. Then we reach Cerro Galán, which is one of the largest craters in

the world, with a diameter of about 30 km, it shelters the Laguna Diamante, which is home to flamingos and

ducks, protected from the wind by the walls, in this extremely harsh environment. We will enjoy magnificent

views of the Puna "catamarqueña". And then we continue our drive through the amazing dirt trails and

mesmerizing landscapes all the way to El Peñon.

We will be staying at Hosteria El Peñon for two nights. Only a few places can make you feel as connected to the

environment as the Hosteria El Peñon. Situated at 3,390 metres above sea level, Hosteria El Penon is a

comfortable refuge located in the small oasis town of El Penon, from which you can easily explore the vast,

stark, unbelievably beautiful Argentine Puna of Catamarca.

Today you discover one of the Puna’s most unique, surreal and breath-taking Campo de Piedra Pomez (pumice

stone field). Arrive first at towering snow-white dunes where we have planned a special 4x4 driving experience

on the untrodden rippling sand and along the ridge which shimmers against a cobalt blue desert sky. The views

across the desert plateau towards the contorted rock of the luminous pumice field and pitch-black lava rocks are

astounding. Continue to the vast pumice fields themselves and wander through the silent canyons and wind-

eroded crevasses.

This strange landscape of white labyrinths and sand dunes is located a few miles to the west, on a track where

the path continues through some sand that we could describe as the dream of the explorer, an overlanding

adventure. Return to the Hotel, just on time to enjoy stunning sunset views from the village.



After days of intense travel on the High Desert Plateau, the North West still has plenty of surprises. And finally,

today, we will be back at civilized altitudes with more oxygen to fill our lungs. What’s even better is that we will

be staying in one of the finest hotels in the region.

Along the way, we pass through the charming village of Hualfin: meaning "City surrounded by fortifications",

referring to the presence of important archaeological sites of great cultural and archaeological importance like

the "Pucara de Hualfin". We take a 4x4 track to Route-40 to visit the pre-Columbian ruins of Quilmes, a sacred

city dominating the Yokavil valley, notably the two small perched fortresses. At the top, the viewpoint allows us

to discover this village of the Quilmes community, which in the past practiced cattle breeding and agriculture.

And after all the adventure we reach Cafayate, a pretty town in the Calchaquíes valleys, famous for its vineyards,

among the best in the country. This village, located in the heart of the Calchaquies valley in the province of

Salta, is internationally known for the quality of its wines, the mildness of its climate, the kindness of its

inhabitants and the beauty of its landscapes. We will discover the narrow streets and the central square of the

village. This day will also include tasting of red, rosé and white wines.

We will be staying at Patios de Cafayate, a superb hotel that offers old world luxury with outstanding views,

facilities and food. Located in its own working vineyard, you are given the feeling of total seclusion while being

only a couple of minutes outside of the town. Moreover, with a superb restaurant, a pool and a full spa, there are

few reasons for you to leave anyway!

This morning, you leave Cafayate in the direction of the "Quebrada de las Conchas" which offers undoubtedly

the most spectacular landscapes of the Argentine Northwest: imposing and semi-desert mountains with

multicolored rocks sculpted by erosion. A spectacle that nature has prepared for centuries and that will surprise

you! We then continue our journey and take the Route-40. Little by little, we leave the green landscapes for a

more desert landscape and cross the "Quebrada de las Flechas", geological formation representing rock spires

that rise towards the sky. Arrival in Molinos, a small colonial village dating from 1659, with a majestic church

and the elegant farmhouse of Isasmendi, the last governor of the city of Salta.



We carry on until reaching the colonial town of Cachi, which lies at 2200 masl. Cachi is a tranquil Andean village

featuring low-whitewashed houses and the San José Church with its sculpted roof of cactus-wood dating back to

the eighteenth century. We drive through spectacular landscapes such as those offered by the Piedra del Molino

mountain pass at 3600 masl, the Quebrada de Escoipe, a deep gorge where the green of the wood’s contrasts

with the ochre of the soil on the bare mountains of “Cuesta del Obispo” and Los Cardones National Park

composed of stark expanses scattered with candelabrum-shaped cacti, until reaching Salta. We will be staying at

the Estancia House of Jasmines. Enjoy a hundred hectares, just for you, which you can discover on foot or by

mountain bike among the plants of Jasmines. At the base of the Andes and just a few minutes from Salta, the

Relais & Chateaux House of Jasmines estancia is cradled by a warm and romantic atmosphere

We have planned for a wonderful farewell dinner this evening to celebrate and cherish all the wonderful

memories we had over the past 2 weeks.

Depending on the time of your flight, a private transfer will take you to the airport. For those who are interested

in extending your trip either before or after the expedition, you can consider one of our trip extension

programs as mentioned below:

•

•

•







• Exclusive Expedition Vehicle for each team of 2 people

• Fuel for the Expedition Vehicle

• Nomadic Road Expedition Leader throughout the trip

• Exclusive Expedition Photographer cum Filmmaker throughout the trip

• Local cultural expert and technical crew throughout the trip

• 4x4 support vehicle

• Field Chef & Hospitality Crew during private camping nights

• Accommodation for all nights on twin share basis

• Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

• Bottled water and refreshments

• Welcome Dinner & Farewell Dinner

• Entrance fee for entry into all National Parks

• Airport transfers

• Third party liability insurance for the expedition vehicle

• All excursions, entrance fees, and visits as described in the itinerary



• International / Domestic Flights, Visa and International Driving Permit

• Lunch on Day 1

• Additional alcoholic beverages and drinks

• Excursions/activities not mentioned in the itinerary

• Comprehensive Personal Insurance(s)

• Personal medication

• Extras like room service, optional excursions and items of personal nature like

laundry, tips, phone calls etc.



For the Love of the (un)Road

https://www.youtube.com/c/NomadicRoad
https://www.youtube.com/c/NomadicRoad

