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ENGLISH
COURSE NOTES

Course Texts: Essay Voyage, The Nature of English Poetry

NOTE: Composition lessons are integrated across subjects throughout each week. If your schedule alters for any reason, you may need to 
adjust the timing of your composition lesson. Look over the lessons and plan accordingly.

DICTATION: In the sample schedule for Form 4, we planned for one dictation lesson a week. Please discuss with your teacher if this is an 
appropriate frequency for you. Many students could benefit from 2-3 dictation lessons a week depending on how long they have been doing 
dictation and the level of spelling, punctuation, and Grammar & Composition they have attained.

COMPOSITION: For composition lessons, set your timer and work for the whole lesson. If you finish the assignment before the time is up, 
read back over it and try to think of other things to include or ways to improve. 

GRAMMAR & COMPOSITION: Essay Voyage is best  read and discussed with your teacher.  You will learn a lot more discussing the ideas 
presented than only reading through them on your own.  However, if your teacher's time does not allow for that, second best would be to have 
a discussion once a week over what you have read.  There is an Answer Key to print off,  so you and/or your teacher can check your answers.  
Also, at the end of every chapter is a writing assignment with options for you to choose from.  Even if the option says "Discuss" consider that to 
mean "Write about."  The point is to do some writing incorporating what you are learning at the end of each chapter.

Essay Voyage contains Four-Level Sentence Analysis which should be familiar to you from Grammar Voyage last year.  If this is new to you 
and you have not studied parts of speech, parts of sentence, phrases, and clauses, consider working through Grammar Voyage first which is 
scheduled in Grade 8.  If you have studied these elements of grammar, then the Four-Level Sentence Analysis will not be that hard to 
understand after reading through the examples.

PLANNING & PREP
Consider signing up for the Oxford English Dictionary "Word of the day". It comes with interesting history and examples of usage through 
time. You do NOT have to pay and subscribe to the site. Check the sidebar for a place to sign up for this free resource.

SCHEDULING
20 min x 3 mornings, 30 min x 2 mornings

https://www.oed.com/
https://www.oed.com/
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⬚ 01 Grammar & 
Composition (20 min)
------------------------------
➜ RN&D: Essay Voyage
p.5-8

➜ PRACTICE:
1. Why is the grammar of
voacabulary words
important to think about?
2. Write a short sentence
using superfluous as an
adjective, and another
using superfluity as a
noun. 3.  Write a short
sentence using adhere or
adhered as a verb, and
another using adherent
as a noun or adhering as
an adjective. 4.  Write two
sentences that use at least
one form of each word.
For example: I have never
been an adherent of
expending superfluous
energy.

⬚ 02 Grammar & 
Composition (20 min)
------------------------------
➜ RN&D: Essay Voyage p.
9

➜ PRACTICE: Complete
the four-level analysis on
p. 10.  Remember to come
up with some interesting
points about the sentence
in the comment section.
The comments in the
Answer Key are only a
guide or possibilities to
what you might have
noticed.

➜ RN&D: Essay Voyage p.
11

➜ PRACTICE: What do
the comma rules do for a
sentence?  Complete the
exercise on p. 12 and check
your answers.

⬚ 03 Comp. (30 min)
------------------------------
🅟 See SOURCE DOCS
L01

➜ WRITE: Write a journal
entry from Patsy's point of
view reflecting on the
letter from her father.

⬚ 04 Comp. (30 min)
-----------------------------
🅟 See CIT: CURRENT
EVENTS L01

➜ WRITE: Write a
summary of a current
event article you read this
week. (When you
summarize, you are telling
a condensed version with
the main points in your
own words).

⬚ 05 Dictation (20 min)
--------------------------------
🅟 Rotate through different
books from your weekly 
readings to use for dictation.

➜ PREPARE: Study 2-3
pages of a passage from the
week's reading.

➜ DICTATE:
Teacher/parent dictates one
paragraph when ready or
(occasionally) write from
memory.
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⬚ 06 Grammar & 
Composition (20)
------------------------------
➜ PRACTICE: Complete
the exercise on p.13 and
check your answers.

➜ RN&D: Essay Voyage
p.14-15 slowly and
thoughtfully

➜ PRACTICE: Complete
the exercise on p.16 and
check your answer. How
are the two bad
paragraphs
disorganized?

⬚ 07 Grammar & 
Composition (20)
------------------------------
➜ RN&D: Essay Voyage
p.18-21

⬚ 08 Composition (30)
------------------------------
🅟 ★ Narration Ideas

➜ WRITE: Pick a book
from your Sunday,
evening, or afternoon
readings, then pick a
narration question from
the narration ideas
document and use it to
write about the book you
chose.

Read your narration aloud 
when you are finished and 
listen for things in your 
writing to fix or improve 
(take a minute to revise a 
few sentences).

⬚ 09 Composition (30) 
------------------------------
➜ RN&D: ★ The Nature
of English Poetry
Ch 12, Section 1-2, p.134-
136

🅟 See SOURCE DOCS
L02

➜ WRITE: Write a letter
of response as if you were
Nabby (Remember: this is
a first person point of
view).

⬚ 10 Dictation (20 min)
------------------------------
🅟 Rotate through different
books from your weekly 
readings to use for dictation.

➜ PREPARE: Study 2-3
pages of a passage from the
week's reading.

➜ DICTATE:
Teacher/parent dictates one
paragraph when ready or
(occasionally) write from
memory.




