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Moving Forward with Hope
by David Lenz, Lead Pastor

This is an exciting time for our congregation to be moving forward with hope! We rejoice that our God is a God of hope, 
“filling us with all joy and peace in believing…by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13), as we proclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. We rejoice that we are safely home in a denomination that shares our values and to which we 
can be accountable: ECO – A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians. We rejoice that we now own our property and 
can confidently proceed with its redevelopment for kingdom purposes and for future generations.

Over the past two years, I have worked closely with the session, staff, and professional consultants to establish four 
building blocks to help us move forward with hope.

Building Block #1 – Our Big Idea (mission)

In April 2017, we declared our Big Idea: 

at Hope Church God is 
“creating a crossover community – moved by Jesus, toward one another.”

These words help us name God’s unique call on our congregation. We continue to explore what it means to cross over 
within in our congregation among different ages and stages, different styles of worship, different ethnic groups and 
languages. As well, we continue to explore what it means to cross over with the many groups who use our building and 
with the people of our community.  

Building Block #2 – Our Pursuits and Declarations (values)

Also, in April 2017, we declared our Pursuits and Declarations. These are key identifying marks that 
shape the culture of our congregation as we seek to live faithfully before Jesus Christ.
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Our Pursuits

We won’t just share space. We will cross over + share life.

We don’t just serve. We will cross over + befriend.

We won’t just coexist. We will cross over + co-create.

We won’t just say. We will cross over + do.

We won’t just settle. We will cross over + imagine.

Our Declarations

Discipleship – Because God created us to know him.

Presence – Because love draws near.

Partnership – Because we can do more for the Kingdom together.

Prayer – Because the Spirit is our compass.

Imagination – Because God is always doing a new thing.

Action – Because Jesus said, “go.”
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Building Block #3 – Our Preferred Future (vision)

In April 2018, we declared our Preferred Future, “a clear picture of what could be,
fueled by the conviction that it should be” (Pastor Andy Stanley, author of Visioneering).

Our Preferred Future as a Crossover Community

People of every age at Hope Church,

the ones already here

and the ones on the way,

will go

Deeper with Jesus,

Wider in the Kingdom,

and Closer in Community.

These words, along with our Hope logo, express the destination to which we are heading. Deeper! Wider! Closer!

Building Block #4 – Our Strategic Focus (strategy)

In June 2018, we declared our strategic focus:

Fully Known (2018-2019)

Fully Invested (2019-2020)

Fully Flourishing (2020-2021)

In each of the three coming years, our staff leaders will shape our ministry around these themes. They will help 
us become more fully a crossover community going deeper with Jesus, wider in the Kingdom, and closer in 
community.

In establishing these four building blocks, we have sought the Lord through 
patient listening, energizing discussion, and much prayer. We have felt the Lord 
leading us step by step. We do not want to function out of our own capacity, but 
rather through God’s strength at work in us. As we look to the exciting years of 
ministry before us, let us come before the Lord with humility. Proverbs 16:3 says it 
well: “Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will be established.” Amen. 
May it be so.

David Lenz
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A Safe Place
by Yon and Megan Moya
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Over the years, Hope Shores 
has been called a “Place of 
Refuge” for many. A safe 
place. One where people can 
let their guard down. Youth 
and adult campers alike are 
provided with many oppor-
tunities at camp to open up 
and share with one another 
– the hard things in their 
lives, the trials, the difficul-
ties, and also the joys and 
celebrations. 

We encountered this many 
times over the summer 
– this “letting the guard 
down.” Our staff and even 
we as directors found our-
selves in deep, meaningful 
conversations with camp-
ers, talking about the tough 
stuff, the life questions, the 
doubts and the wonder-
ings. For some campers, we 
were the first people they 

had told about whatever it 
was they were sharing. It 
was our great privilege to be 
able to shepherd others in 
their journeys toward God. 
We got to be a part of many 
vulnerable and influential 
moments in others’ spiri-
tual lives. And yet, this is 
nothing new - this deep level 
of sharing has been a pat-
tern at camp since the very 
beginning. But why? It’s not 
because we were especially 
warm and open and good 
listeners. 

It’s because at camp, we all 
find ourselves fully known 
by Jesus.

Hope Shores is a place 
where people encounter 
the Lord. Free of worldly 
distractions, we can turn 
our attention to him and 

listen to what he says about 
us. When we do this, all of a 
sudden his truth becomes 
more vivid. 

We realize that Jesus knows 
us and our situations fully. 
And when Jesus knows us 
fully, we can let down our 
guard. We can let him into 
the hard places of our lives, 
the doors we’ve had locked 
shut for years, and allow 
him to enter in and do his 
work of healing, redemption, 
and restoration. 

Praise God for his truth and 
love that so beautifully work 
together in our lives so we 
can be at peace, knowing 
that we are fully known by 
him.
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I’m not a fan of TV reality shows. But I try to 
keep tabs on what younger people are watch-
ing. When “If You Really Knew Me” aired on MTV, 
it featured Challenge Day, a day when students 
gathered in one room and began their conver-
sations with the words, “If you really knew me.” 
For students, that meant freak out time. 

It’s easy to live like icebergs, keeping our most 
vulnerable places submerged below the water-
line. We know that the 10% of us—the part above 
the water—is not all we are. But to be fully 
known? Who would dare to do that? 

Hope Church. 

Should we send “letters of recommendation” 
to Richfield’s residents to let them know that 
Hope Church is worth a visit (2 Corinthians 
3:1)? According to Paul, “You yourselves are all 
the endorsement we need. Your very lives are a 
letter that anyone can read by just looking at 
you” (3:2, The Message). 

You’re it. You’re the letter that is read and fully 
known by all. “You are a letter from Christ, the 
result of [Hope’s] ministry, written not with ink 
but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tab-
lets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” 
(3:3).

If people really knew us, they’d know that Jesus 
has done something so miraculous for us and 
in us that they will say, “I know you go to Hope 
Church, but what is going on there? I want to 
know this Jesus, too!”

“We say [fully known] because we have confi-
dence in God through Christ. There is nothing in 
us that allows us to claim that we are capable 
of doing this work [of being fully known]. The 
capacity we have comes from God” (3:4-5). 

It’s Challenge Day. Be fully known to make 
Christ known.

Fully Known
by Gloria Wiese
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Being an Avenue
by Kim Laufenburger

When a guest visits Hope, they 
often say that Hope Church is a 
friendly church. I happen to agree 
and yet, I sometimes wonder how 
well do we really know each other? 
There is much about our day-to-
day lives that we probably don’t 
share. Some of what we don’t 
share is the hard stuff – things 
we’d prefer not to tell others. And 
then there are the things that 
are worth celebrating or the ways 
that we live our lives humbly and 
deeply for Jesus that we’d prefer 
not to brag about.

Our lives are fully known to Jesus 
and I believe that he’d like us to 
be fully known in community. This 
can look a lot of different ways, 
but one way that we become fully 
known to one another is by shar-
ing our stories – our joys, our sor-
rows, and successes. We grow in 
Christian fellowship when we can 
share the ways that Jesus is at 
work in and through our lives. 

Greta Schutte is an 
example of someone 
in Hope’s community 
who is living her faith 
out loud in her com-
munity. She is doing 
that in her role as an 
athletic trainer and 
assistant professor 
at Bethel University. 
This spring, Greta was 
given Bethel’s Core 
Value Mark of Distinc-
tion, an award for em-
ployees who embody 
the school’s values by 

their service to their department, 
students, and the broader com-
munity. 

Here’s how Greta described her 
work in an article published by 
the Bethel news service: “I am 
committed to being an avenue 
by which the Lord can grow his 
kingdom. It is not anything I do, 
but how the Lord uses my job as 
an opportunity to live out being 
God’s servant.” From her time as a 
student at Bethel to her work as a 
professor and athletic trainer, the 
article went on, Schutte’s heart 
for the Lord and investment in her 
community have consistently and 
positively affected everything she 
sets out to do. 

Her colleague in the Department 
of Human Kinetics and Applied 
Health Science, Jamie Dolieslager, 
had this to say: “Over the past 15 
years, and specifically the last six, 
I have watched Greta develop into 
a phenomenal teacher and clini-
cian,” Dolieslager continued. 

“But the outstanding part of ob-
serving her journey has been to 
watch her heart of service for the 
Lord. She is so willing to give of 
her time and skills. Coaches and 
athletes often take her for granted. 
She intentionally works to display 
the fruits of the Spirit and loves 
others unconditionally.”

(https://www.bethel.edu/news/
articles/2018/july/greta-schutte-
core-value) 

Greta grew up in Hope’s youth 
group, worked on camp staff, and 
now she faithfully serves each 
week during Sunday Funday at 
Hope Church. You can often find 
her in worship with her grandpa, 
Ray Olson. Her life of faith is a 
blessing to people at Hope Church 
and the wider Kingdom of Christ.

Let’s allow ourselves to be fully 
known in community this year at 
Hope Church. Do you have a story 
to share? Email kim@hope-pc.org. 

Not to us, Lord, not to us but to your 
name be the glory because of your love 
and faithfulness. (Psalm 115:1)

Gret

Greta Schutte
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Why Worship? 
Worship is a God-directed dis-
cipline. If we want to grow in 
our disciplines, we need to be 
stretched. Crossover worship 
stretches us to glorify God with 
all the means we can, even in 
ways that do not come naturally 
to us. As we worship God, God is 
also working with us to shape us 
into the crossover community 
he has called us to be. We might 
find that the ways of worship that 
didn’t used to come naturally now 
have a new familiarity because 
God has given growth as we wor-
shiped him. 
 
What Is Crossover? 
At Hope Church, we use the word 
crossover to describe a God-
initiated movement beyond the 
things that differentiate us so 
that by the power of the Holy Spir-
it we can build relationships with 
God and each other. These rela-
tionships cause us to go deeper 
with Jesus, wider in the kingdom, 
and closer in community. 

What Does Crossover Mean 
for Worship? 
Worship is always God-initiated 
and God-directed. At its core, 
worship celebrates God’s big 
crossover story: Jesus crossed 
over from heaven to earth to live, 
die, and rise so that all people 
could cross over from death to 
life. In worship we cross over out 
of ourselves to give God glory, and 
God crosses over to us to make 
us into the people he created us 
to be. 

Crossover worship also celebrates 
the many styles and traditions 
by which we worship God. As we 
worship, we are practicing for 
the time when God makes all 
things new, “After this I looked, 
and behold, a great multitude 
that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, 
and crying out with a loud voice,      

‘Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!’” (Rev. 7:9-10). We cross 
over in musical style, language, 
how we pray, etc., because this 
is the vision we are given in the 
Bible. 

Crossover worship may have 
some familiar and some unfamil-
iar elements because crossing 
over always involves a movement 
toward an other. Yet, as we cross 
over, we find that God is already 
there, leading and guiding us, and 
the other is actually a brother or 
sister! 

Crossover
Worship
by Hilary Ritchie
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Fall Worship
Begins Sunday, September 9

After a beautiful summer of cross-
ing over and worshiping together in 
one service, we resume our regular 
worship times (8:45 and 11:00 am) 
on September 9. The 8:45 am ser-
vice will be traditional and the 11:00 
am service will be contemporary.  

Both services will continue to em-
body what it means to be a cross-
over community, drawing upon 
the best from a variety of worship 
styles. 

Mark your calendar for November 4 
at 9:30 am for one unified worship 
service and brunch.

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsals
Begin Wednesday, September 5
6:30-8:00 pm, Choir Room

You are welcome to sing in the 
Sanctuary Choir. We rehearse week-
ly on Wednesdays and sing during 
the 8:45 am service the following 
Sunday. No audition required, but 
previous choral singing is helpful. 
If you are interested, please come! 
Questions? Call Dean Palermo at 
763/300-4023. 

Hope Classic Golf Tournament
Saturday, September 15
Crystal Lake Golf Course

Registration is underway in the 
Link. This tournament is for all golf-
ers, so stop by our table and get the 
details. Not a golfer, but would like 
to help? Hole sponsors, prize dona-
tions for the raffle, and volunteers 
are needed. Contact Rex Cooper: 
651/200-2059.

GriefShare
Begins Wednesday, September 26
1:00-2:30 pm, Dickson Chapel

This weekly ministry is for all who 
are grieving the loss of a loved one. 
Eileen Voth, a widow and devoted 
member of Hope Church, will 
facilitate GriefShare’s excellent 
DVD presentations and voluntary 
discussions. Contact Leslee Day: 
leslee@hope-pc.org.

This is Hope
Sundays: October 14, 
November 11, December 9
After the worship services
Café tables by the coffee cart

Join us for an informal gathering to 
meet some of Hope’s pastors and 
staff and learn more about Hope. 
We want to get to know you and for 
you to know us!

Membership Class
Wednesday, November 14
6:30-8:30 pm, Dickson Chapel

We would love for you to consider 
becoming a covenant member of 
Hope Church. We will gather with 
elders and some seasoned Hope 
members to lift up our declarations, 
pursuits and preferred future as 
God leads us as a body of believers 
here in Richfield.

Deck the Halls
Tuesday, November 27 

Help the Hope staff decorate the 
church for Christmas. We’ll meet at 
9:00 am in the Link for directions.

Alpha coming to Hope
January, 2019

Hope Church is delighted to be 
leading an Alpha course beginning 
on Monday nights in January. Alpha 
is a series of interactive sessions 
that freely explore the basics of the 
Christian faith. 

Please pray about those who will 
come and who you might invite. We 
are excited that Alpha will bring to-
gether the ones on the way with the 
ones already here at Hope Church. 
If you are interested in serving on 
one of our teams, contact Pastor KC 
DiNardo. kc.dinardo@hope-pc.org.

Community Christmas 
Celebration
Save the date!

Saturday, December 1
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Wednesday Night Worship 
+ Community Meal
God’s Generosity
Wednesday, October 17
5:30 pm meal, Social Events Room
6:30 pm worship, Sanctuary

In Matthew 20, Jesus tells a parable 
about a vineyard owner who paid 
all his workers the same, no mat-
ter when they started. Sometimes 
God’s generosity surprises us! Be 
refreshed, renewed, and stretched 
as we worship our generous God. 
Join us for a community meal 
before worship. Let’s grow closer in 
community through conversation 
around the table.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
+ Community Meal
Wednesday, November 21
5:30 pm meal, 6:30 pm worship

Join us for a meal before worship 
begins in the sanctuary. Celebrate 
God’s provision to you, your family 
and friends, and this church com-
munity in our service of thanksgiv-
ing. Bring a canned food donation 
for the local food shelf.

Christmas Celebration Choir 
Rehearsals begin November 28

The Celebration Choir will lead us 
in worship during Advent. This year, 
we will sing Mark Hayes’ musical 

Candles and Carols with a 17-piece 
orchestra in our worship services 
on December 9. Candles and Carols is 
an Advent journey that celebrates 
the traditional themes of hope, 
peace, joy and love, culminating in 
the birth of Christ. 

You will definitely want to be a 
part of the choir. Rehearsals are 
Wednesdays, November 28 and 
December 5 from 6:30-8:00 pm. 
Dress rehearsal with the orchestra 
will be on Saturday, December 8 
from 9:00 am-noon. 

Passing on Wisdom: Blessing Others with the Stories of Your Life with Dan Taylor
Friday and Saturday, October 26 (6:30 pm) and October 27 (9:00 am-noon)

FREE seminar in the Social Events Room  

Every life teaches. By listening to our lives, we gather wisdom. Passing on wisdom, most powerfully 
through our stories, is a primary way of blessing others. Wisdom and blessing are the defining qualities 
of a spiritual legacy, and we are responsible to share each one with those we love. Doing so enriches the 
lives of both giver and receiver and weights our lives with significance. Our most important stories are 
often those that explore our participation in God’s story. This seminar will encourage reflection on such 
stories and will also address the following: spiritual legacy, the nature of wisdom and blessing, investi-
gating and telling your life stories, strategies for sharing, and the biblical understanding of these things. 
Contact Gloria Wiese: gloria@hope-pc.org. 
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Property Development Taskforce
by Justin Bratnober

Summers in Minnesota are great. 
But, they are short. Work and family 
life are more than enough for all of 
us. Yet, we managed to accomplish 
much since first introducing you to 
the team in June and the work we’ve 
been assigned to do. 

The group consisting of myself, 
Cesar Castillejos, Nate Fedora, 
Heidi Johnson, Brian Knutson, Keith 
Koenig, Kim Laufenburger, Sharon 
Lawyer, David Lenz and Dan Ritchie 
worked hard to get underway, be-
come familiar with the task, divide 
responsibilities, and get after it. 

Our first priority was to rally prayer 
support. Judie Ritchie stepped 
forward and accepted the role of 
Prayer Team leader. She’s accom-
panied by Betty Selness, Erin and 
Jared Carr, Kathy Van Schooten and 
Pat Bratnober. We’d greatly appreci-
ate additional help. Would you con-
sider joining them? Simply email 
Judie at judie.ritchie@gmail.com to 
be a part of it.

Our second priority was orienting 
ourselves to the job. Our duty is to 
propose and carry out a plan for 
the redevelopment of our Portland 
Avenue campus. We are beginning 
where two previous teams left off. 
They handed off substantial re-
search, need assessments, feasibil-
ity studies, plans, models and rec-
ommendations for us to start with. 
We are moving forward from there, 
driven by our renewed mission and 
vision for Hope Church. 

Our third priority has been ini-
tiating a process for setting the 
requirements, timing and scope of 
the project. We organized ourselves 
in pairs, two-by-two, like this: 

•Dan and Sharon are assessing 
previous research and seeking to 
find what more we need to know 
about the community of Richfield, 
its needs, and our opportunity at 
Hope to meet them. So far, they’ve 
met with a number of community 
officials, leaders and stakeholders. 

•Heidi and Nate are working on 
conceptual plans with the consul-
tant we retained two years ago to 
help with architecture and design, 
Vanman Architects and Builders 
(https://www.vanmanab.com/). For 
comparison, they have been looking 
into the work that several churches, 
and some non-profits, have done. 

•Brian and Keith are qualifying 
capital campaign consultants and 
outlining the framework of a cam-
paign. They’ve interviewed one of 
three thus far.  

•Cesar and Dave are providing 
input to the teams and support at 
critical points along the way. 

•Justin and Kim are coordinat-
ing the workflow, documentation, 
discussion and decision-making. 
They’ve started communication 
with staff, Session and some mem-
bers of the congregation with spe-
cific skills needed for this project. 

Sometime between now and the 
winter edition we will be turning 
to you in a formal way for your 
input, questions and comments. 
In the meantime, we would be very 
pleased to hear from you. Will you 
pray for us and our church in this 
exciting time? Then, please email 
Judie. Do you have any particular 
insights, concerns, or deep desires 
for this process? How about a spe-
cial talent we may not be aware of? 
Please reach out. Either way stop 
me when you see me, call me at 
651/247-3707 or email me at jbrat-
nober@trademarktrans.com. 

What do you see in this picture? 

A. Holy ground.

B. 110,000 square feet of roof, over exception-
ally well used, but worn and aging structures.

C. A place where thousands have come to the 
Lord, been nurtured in their faith, and sent to 
share the love of Jesus. 

D. The footprint for creating a crossover 
community, that Richfield and the south 
metro cannot live without.

E. All of the above.
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ECO Update: Did You Know?
By Sharon Lawyer

As our denomination grows there are always new 
and exciting things to be learned. So here are some 
fun facts, both old and new. Did you know that:

There are over 360 congregations nationwide. With-
in ECO churches, there are over 127,000 covenant 
partners. The average size of an ECO congregation is 
approximately 400 members per church and 500+ 
pastors have joined ECO.

There are 22 presbyteries. The role of the presbytery 
is to support, encourage, and be a resource for local 
congregations. Hope belongs to the Presbytery of 
Upper Midwest which covers the states of ND, SD, 
MN, NE, IA. Pastor Dave is the Moderator of the Pres-
bytery of Upper Midwest.

ECO has strong relationships with experienced and 
well-respected mission agencies including The Out-
reach Foundation, Frontier Fellowship, The Antioch 
Partners (TAP) and World Renew.    

Our full name is ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangeli-
cal Presbyterians. ECO is not an acronym. It reinforc-
es our passion for strengthening the ecosystems 
of local churches. We believe that the Church is a 
living organism that needs life-giving resources to 
help it grow, thrive, and multiply. 

In January 2012, at a conference in Orlando with 
more than 2,200 in attendance, our denomination 
was formed.

The 2019 National Gathering will be held January 
28 – 31 at First Presbyterian Church in Colorado 
Springs, CO. The theme will be “Locally Grown.” 

ECO’s four priorities are:  lift up the centrality of 
the gospel; grow with an emerging generation of 
leaders; prioritize a wave of church innovation; and 
create an atmosphere of relational accountability.

ECO’s mission is to build flourishing churches that 
make disciples of Jesus Christ.

The nine core values are:  Jesus-shaped identity, 
biblical Integrity, thoughtful theology, accountable 
community, egalitarian ministry, missional central-
ity, center-focused spirituality, leadership velocity, 
and kingdom vitality.

Supporting Hope’s Vision
by Greg Dorenkamp

As Pastor Dave described on pp. 2-3, Hope has a new preferred 
future as a crossover community.  We’re seeing wonderful out-
comes as we pursue this new focused vision for our community.  
There are many opportunities to support this through our time, 
talents and resources. In addition to your regular faithful giving, 
other options available are:

Thrivent Direct Choice Dollars – Those with investments through 
Thrivent Financial have the option to direct their designated 
Choice Dollars to an enrolled charitable organization of which 
Hope Church, Richfield, MN (search box) is listed.

 

Donor Advised Funds – These are like charitable savings ac-
counts. The benefit for tax purposes is the ability to bunch contri-
butions you plan to make for multiple year pledges into one large 
gift fund that will earn interest on the money until you designate 
its disbursement. This allows you to qualify for an itemized tax 
deduction for one year and take the standard deduction for other 
years.  

Donating stock – If you have stock that has increased in value 
from the time you purchased it, you can avoid paying the capital 
gains tax by donating the stock to Hope Church. You still can 
claim current value for your tax deduction.

Endowment – You can request that an endowment be estab-
lished by Hope Church whereby the income from that fund is 
used for the ministry you’ve designated, subject to the approval 
of the Stewardship and Hope Fund. 

Direct donation from your IRA – This is a great way to be chari-
table and avoid paying tax on the IRA distributions after you’ve 
reached age 70.5 years.

Beneficiary Designation – By designating Hope as a beneficiary 
in your will or traditional IRA, you can leave a legacy that nurtures 
the faith of future generations and continues the good work of 
Crossing Over in our community.

Planned giving – These are means to create income for yourself 
and Hope through annuities, trusts, and income funds.  

These are brief teasers of the many different ways to further the 
vision of Hope Church both during your lifetime and as a legacy 
of your faith to others. If any of these might be of interest, you 
may contact Keith Koenig at the church at 612/866-4055 or reach 
out to committee members, Greg Dorenkamp at 651/895-9968 or 
Brian Knutson at 651/379-5702.
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Sunday, Equipping Hour
10:00 am, begins September 9

Oasis Looks at 
Heroes of the Faith
South Social Events Room

Throughout history our spiritual 
lives have been influenced, if not 
changed, by those people of faith 
who have come before us. Our 
speakers will share the lives of 
people like Alexander Sozhemitzyn, 
George Muller, John Wesley, Martin 
Luther, Dorothy Sayers and others. 

Weekly speaker names will appear 
in the Sunday bulletin. Contact Ken 
Greener: kgreen112@msn.com or 
Brian Flakne: bflakne@flaknelaw.
com.

4EVER: 
10,000 Reasons 
to Explore God’s Kingdom
With Gloria Wiese, 
Minister for Discipleship
Gym

What’s it like to live in the power 
of Christ’s resurrection life as a 
“kingdom of priests”? Let’s explore 
God’s kingdom together and look 
for his active reign every day and 
everywhere! 

All-Church Advent Gathering
with Dr. Carl Rasmussen
Sundays, December 2-16
Social Events Room

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:45 pm
Begins September 19

Dickson Chapel

Train your soul to listen to God’s 
Spirit through reflective Scripture 
reading, teaching, prayer, and small 
group discussion. This unique and 
deeply transformative Bible study 
will help you hear the heartbeat of 
the Lord in Jesus’ parables. Contact 
Gloria Wiese: gloria@hope-pc.org.

Thursdays, 9:15-11:30 am
Begins September 13

Women’s Bible Study
 “The Spiritual Journey” study 
meets in the Courtyard Room. 
This multi-generational group will 
examine the stages of your spiritual 
journey and life’s key questions to 
apply to your life and understand 
the spiritual journey of others. To 
register, contact kristenmaas@
gmail.com or 952/412-3004. 

The Scoop

ADULTS



14 | FALL 2018

Life on Life FULLY KNOWN Series
Short-term Triad/Quad Groups

Short-term groups are a fun and 
meaningful way to go deeper in 
Jesus and get to know more people 
at Hope Church. This year, our focus 
will be on a three-part series called, 
“Fully Known.” Join one of Hope’s 
triad/quad groups that will be meet-
ing at various times and locations 
throughout the Twin Cities. Contact 
Pastor KC DiNardo: kc@hope-pc.org.

Honest to God (4 weeks)
What a beautiful thing to be fully 
known, fully understood, fully loved. 
Don’t hold back. Let’s talk about it.

HD in Community (4 weeks)
High resolution is what gives HD 
movies their magnificent sharp-
ness and realism. Ready to become 
a “high definition” community? 
Only by God’s grace and the Spirit’s 
power! 

Beyond the Band-Aid (4 weeks)You’re 
not alone. Everyone experiences 
difficult relationships. But it’s not 
something to hide or fix. Relational 
brokenness is the space God inhab-
its and redeems. 

Pairs & Spares

Hope’s monthly social gatherings 
feature catered meals and fun en-
tertainment. All are welcome! 

Reservations will be taken ($15 
each) in the Link for the two Sun-
days before the program. Contact 
Marilyn Carlson at 952/997-7899.

Friday, September 14
6:00 pm, Social Events Room
Higher Call quartet

Friday, October 12
Noon, Social Events Room
Bandanahhh! guitarists and vocal-
ists

Friday, November 9
6:00 pm, Social Events Room
Tim Dahl, Comedian and vocalist

Women’s Sunday Lunch

Enjoy lunch with the women of 
Hope at a nearby restaurant after 
church on these Sundays at 11:30 
am. Please contact Jean Kenzie: 
612/866-3176.

September 9
Applebee’s
9601 Lyndale Avenue South
Bloomington

October 7
Macy’s Lakeshore Grill
100 Southdale Center
Edina

November 4
Red Lobster
1951 American Boulevard West
Bloomington

December 2
Olive Garden
4701 American Boulevard West
Bloomington

The Scoop

ADULTS



HOPE CHURCH | 15

T
H

E
 S

C
O

O
P

The Scoop

YOUTH

For questions, contact BJ Skoog: 
bj.skoog@hope-pc.org

Middle School Small Groups 
(grades 6-8)
Begins Wednesday, Sept. 19
6:30-7:45 pm
Focusing on issues relatable to 
middle school students. Contact 
Mia Franklin: mia@hope-pc.org.

High School Small Groups 
(grades 9-10)
Begins Wednesday, Sept. 19
6:30-7:45 pm
Contact Mia Franklin: 
mia@hope-pc.org.

Leadership Opportunities 
(grades 11-12)
Begins Wednesday, Sept. 19

11th graders are invited to provide 
leadership for KWAM on Wednes-
days (6:00 pm), and Kids Church 
on Sundays.

12th graders are invited to provide 
leadership for middle school stu-
dent small groups on Wednesdays 
(6:00 pm) and Breakfast Club on 
Sundays.

11th Grade Small Group
Begins Wednesday, Sept. 19
8:00-9:00 pm
Leaders share a relatable mes-
sage and lead students in a dis-
cussion and Bible study. Contact 
Mia Franklin: mia@hope-pc.org.

12th Grade Small Group
Begins Sunday, September 23
12:30-1:30 pm
Leaders share a relatable mes-
sage and lead students in a dis-
cussion and Bible study. Contact 
Mia Franklin: mia@hope-pc.org.

Breakfast Club 
(grades 6-12)
Begins Sunday, September 9
10:00-10:50 am
Breakfast, games, worship, 
a message and discussion time. 
Contact Mia Franklin: mia@hope-
pc.org.

 

High School Young Life Club
Begins Monday, September 17
6:30-8:15 pm
A fun night with friends and 
leaders including lots of games, 
music, laughter, and a Gospel 
message. Contact Darby Voeks: 
darby@hope-pc.org.

Middle School Young Life Club
Begins Thursday, September 20
6:30-8:00 pm
A high-energy night with friends 
and leaders including games, 
music, lots of laughter, and a 
message of Hope. Contact Cesar 
Castillejos: cesar@hope-pc.org.
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CHILDREN

For details, contact Heidi Connors: 
heidi@hope-pc.org

Sunday FUNday Team 
Training Night
Wednesday, September 5
6:30 pm, enter door #3 

All Sunday morning volunteers will 
gather to get equipped for the year 
and unite in prayer for the families 
at Hope Church.

Sunday FUNday 
Sunday, September 9
10:00 am, enter door #6

Bring your families for this sacred 
time each Sunday, where all chil-
dren (Infants-5th grade) are invited 
to learn about Jesus through God’s 
Word. 

Sunday Kids Church
Sunday, September 9
11:00 am, Kids Church Room

Kids (K-5th grade) join their fami-
lies in worship and are dismissed 
to Kids Church during the service. 
Teens are welcomed to join us and 
help be leaders.

KWAM Team Training Night
Wednesday, September 12
6:30–7:45 pm, enter door #3 

All KWAM leaders will gather to get 
equipped for the year and unite in 
prayer for the children God will bring 
to KWAM each week. 

KWAM 
Wednesday, September 19
6:30–7:45 pm, enter door #3 

K–5th grade Kids Will Always Mat-
ter at KWAM and love the worship, 
games, Bible stories, and snacks we 
share each week.

Family Veggie Tales Sunday
Sunday, October 21
10:00 am, Kids Church Room

Bring the whole family for a fun Veg-
gie Tale movie morning. Popcorn for 
everyone and prizes for the kids who 
bring their parents.

Family PRAYER Sunday
Sunday, November 25
10:00 am, Youth Room

Gather with all ages to learn and 
practice more the gift of prayer 
together.
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Classes

American Culture Class
Begins Tuesday, September 11
9:30 am-noon, Courtyard Room

Women from many countries and 
cultures build friendships through 
cooking, crafts, and other activities 
together. Childcare is provided for a 
small fee. Contact Lois at 952/435-
3796 or loisaswanson@gmail.com.

Parent Share
Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 pm 
H034, enter at door #1

A safe place where parents (and 
grandparents) can support one 
another in parenting and other is-
sues that affect families. Contact 
Tamara at 612/388-8514 or tama-
rawhear@gmail.com.

Events

Celebrate 40 Years of Ministry in 
India: Evangel Ministries banquet

Saturday, September 15
6:00 pm, Social Events Room

Continue to come alongside John 
and Junia Varghese as they share 
the gospel through theological 
training, hospitality, and vocational 
training.

Contact Peggy@hope-pc.org to 
reserve a place at the table.

Walk4Water
Sunday, September 23

Help provide access to safe water 
in needy areas!

Noon – registration begins
12:30 pm – program and walk
1:15 pm – picnic lunch

This year’s walk will raise funds for 
projects and ministry in 
Liberia, Laos, and Zimbabwe.

Contact benhayle@yahoo.com for 
more information.
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OUTREACH

Ways to Serve

Contact Peggy@hope-pc.org or 
612/866-4050 ext. 3132 for informa-
tion about these and other outreach 
opportunities.

Community Emergency Service 
food shelf
1900 – 11th Ave. S., Minneapolis
Saturdays:  September 8, 
October 13, November 10
8:30 am-noon

Pack and deliver groceries to 
neighbors in the Phillips neighbor-
hood who qualify for free food, but 
are unable to get to the food shelf 
because of physical or mental 
limitations.

Dinner with Loaves and Fishes
Fellowship Hall 
4th Thursdays, September 27, 
October 25, November 29

Help with food prep and set-up 
from 3:00-4:30 pm or serving the 
meal and cleaning up from 4:30-
6:15 pm.

Give a gift of time at Centennial 
Elementary in Richfield 

Distribute weekend food (from The 
Sheridan Story) in backpacks for 
children to take home for the week-
end—1 hour Friday mornings during 
the school year. 

Be a mentor for a student.
Contact Nancy at nslinger2@com-
cast.net for details.

USA Homestays – Host an 
international student

Welcome a student to live in an 
extra room in your home for 3 
months or more (stipend provided.)

Do periodic activities with students 
as a friendship family.

Contact Ben at benr@usahome-
stays.org or 612/770-0031.

Vine + Branches

Offers affordable clothing and 
household items for a small price.

Store hours:  
Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm
Thursday 1:00-4:00 pm 
Saturday  10:00 am-1:00 pm

Tuesdays: sort, hang, and steam 
clothing, price donations, stock 
and clean the store.

Contact Heidi at 612/866-1359 or 
vineandbranches@hope-pc.org.

Welcoming refugees 
and immigrants

Join our team to support and offer 
friendship to a family in our com-
munity starting sometime in the 
fall.

Library Notes
A Home for My Heart 
by Anne Mateer
Sadie Sillsby works at the 
Raystown Home for Orphan and 
Friendless Children. This is a 
heartwarming novel about a 
young woman torn between a 
new opportunity at the orphan-
age where she works and mar-
riage to the man she loves.

Living in His Presence: 
the Immanuel Factor 
by Dave Early
This book explores the Imman-
uel Factor in the lives of Bible 
characters—that moment when 
they knew God was with them 
and their lives were forever 
changed. This is a great book for 
all Christians.

Forgiven: The Amish School 
Shooting, A Mother’s Love, and a 
Story of Remarkable Grace 
by Terri Roberts, Jeanette Windle 
This is an amazing book of for-
giveness and love.  You will not 
be able to put it down once you 
start reading.

Other books:   
The Preacher’s Bride 
by Jody Hedlund

Blood & Bone 
by Don Hoesel
    
The Patmos Deception 
by Davis Bunn

A Tapestry of Secrets
by Sarah Loudon Thomas 
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BABY 
Wallace Irving was born on July 
13 to Daniel and Emily Gooch.

WITH SYMPATHY AND 
PRAYERS TO THE 

-Stavrou family in the loss of 
Theo’s brother May 20
-Walen/Holine family in the loss 
of Lois on May 22
-Scherer family in the loss of 
Cynthia’s sister June 2
-Hutchins family in the loss of 
Mary Ann on June 7
-Lawyer family in the loss of 
Sharon’s brother-in-law on June 
7
-Bell family in the loss of Larry’s 
mother on June 10
-Forsberg family in the loss of 
Gary’s father
-Maesaka/Dorenkamp family in 
the loss of Cliff on June 10
-Bonnett family in the loss of 
Ben’s dad on June 27
-Castillejos family in the loss of 
Kate’s cousin’s husband 
-Ellison family in the loss of 
Morey on July 2
-Graf family in the loss of John 
on July 5
-Wiese family in the loss of Jim’s 
mother on July 13
-Scattergood family in the loss 
of Bill on July 26
-Logan family in the loss of John 
on August 10

NEXT DEADLINE
Noon 
Monday, November 12
(Covering December - 
February) Please send items to 
Leslee Day: leslee@hope-pc.org
.

THANK YOU 
Thank you for covering our family in prayers last month as we trav-
eled home from the Philippines after the sudden passing of Ben’s 
dad. We felt your covering of prayer in the supernatural way that we 
were cleared through immigration in a day (often a several weeks 
process) and were able to travel without delays within 24 hours. 
Thank you also for praying for Joshua as he handled the sudden 
change in schedule and the many long flights better than expected.

We are back in Cebu after spending time helping Ben’s mom to settle 
things on their farm and getting to visit with my parents and our 
older children. Ben is busy catching up on the many things that came 
with the start of the school year and the kids and I just completed our 
first day of school as well. We are so thankful for your faithful prayer 
for us as we love on the kids here at Children’s Shelter of Cebu.

In His strength, Mari Bonnett (for Ben, Josh, Johanna and Rylin)

The Encourager
by Eileen Voth

Although often somewhat glibly expressed, the 
word encouragement is truly significant. Particu-
larly when I am the one in need of whatever it 
will provide.

Within encouragement is another word we also say casually – courage. 
A word of only seven letters, it is seldom noticed within the param-
eters of the more important-sounding encouragement. The description 
of courage? Dealing with anything that is painful or dangerous. There are 
times in our lives when our strength seems too minimal to accom-
plish the descriptive dealing with... we need additional support just to 
face the situation.

And then an encourager comes alongside. There is a uniqueness 
about the person we would describe as an encourager. With a firm 
handshake, a warm smile, or perhaps just a simple touch, he offers 
hope. We try to find words to encourage another, but when one is 
struggling with difficulties that seem insurmountable, words can 
reverberate like a clanging cymbal. The sensitive encourager is truly a 
gift to the heart of one receiving his touch. In that moment, we think 
it just might be possible to deal with our struggle.

There is something almost miraculous in the way an encourager 
quietly shares our concerns. His very presence offers confidence. Our 
burden feels a little lighter. We sense strength. We begin to change 
our focus from the pangs of defeat to the possibility that a solution 
could be available.

My own heart’s desire is to be a genuine encourager to those with 
whom my days intersect. However, my concern is that preoccupa-
tion with my own life will cloud my vision to the pain of another. So I 
continue to ask the Lord to sharpen my focus to observe a need, and 
then give me the tenderness to graciously respond with His wonder-
ful gift of encouragement – thus transforming another’s heartache to 
one that is shared and can now be more easily carried.



Fall Worship
Begins Sunday, September 9
After a beautiful summer of crossing over + worshiping together in one service, 
we resume our regular worship times (8:45 and 11:00 am) on September 9. 

The 8:45 am service will be traditional and the 11:00 am service will be contem-
porary. Both services will continue to embody what it means to be a crossover 
community, drawing upon the best from a variety of worship styles. Mark your 
calendar for November 4 at 9:30 am for one unified worship service and brunch.


