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Who Are We?
by David Lenz

Who are we? What is the destination 
toward which we are heading? These 
are questions every effective church 
must answer.

On April 2, 2017 – our exciting Launch 
Sunday – we unveiled  our Big Idea: 
“creating a crossover community – 
moved by Jesus, toward one 
another.”

Our Big Idea honors our Lord Jesus, 
who crossed over from heaven to 
earth, from death to life. Our Big Idea 
expresses Hope’s unique calling and 
opportunity. God has given us many 
ways to cross over at Hope Church: 
crossing over the generations (isn’t it 
wonderful to be an intergenerational 
church?), crossing over among the 
nations and races (isn’t it wonderful 
to share space and life with our West 
African and Lao friends?), crossing 
over into our community (isn’t it 
wonderful to have such strong 
connections with Richfield schools?).

As the past year unfolded, our staff 
and session leadership found our 
Big Idea to be a dynamic organizing 
principle. "Crossover community” 
challenged us to think about our 
staff design, how we worship, how 
we shape our ministry programs and 
events, where we hold meetings, and 
what mix of people participates.

But we knew there was more for 
us. We knew we needed to become 
clearer about the destination toward 
which we are heading. 

Early on we had developed minis-
try goals that we summarized as 
“deeper, wider, closer.” Over time, 
God graciously kept revealing things 
to us. We began to see "deeper, wider, 
closer" in our beautiful logo. 

We have come to understand these 
three words as more than ministry 
goals; they are an expression of 
vision – “a clear picture of what 
could be, fueled by the conviction 
that it should be. Vision is a preferred 
future” (from Andy Stanley).

Therefore, with simple yet robust 
language, we name our Preferred 
Future in this way:  “Deeper with 
Jesus, Wider in the Kingdom, Closer 
in Community.” 

We join our Big Idea and our 
Preferred Future to describe who we 
are and our destination:

Our Preferred Future

as a Crossover Community

People of every age at Hope Church,

the ones already here 

and the ones on the way,

will go

Deeper with Jesus, 

Wider in the Kingdom, 

and Closer in Community.

With great anticipation, we look 
forward to how God will be at work 
in us and through us as a crossover 
community going deeper, wider, clos-
er. In the power of the Holy Spirit, let 
us proclaim Jesus and his kingdom 
boldly. And always, to God be the 
glory!
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As this photo was taken 
on Easter morning, Ketkeo 
Pathoumthong said, 
“17 years with this man.” 

He goes by the name Terry 
because most people say 
Ketkeo incorrectly. 
Ketkeo means the heart of 
a diamond, and that he is. 
When I saw this painting 
of a Lao woman praying 
for her family, I had to gift 
it to him.  

In February, Pastor Terry 
asked if he could have 
office space at Hope. He 
has served officially as 
a lay pastor for several 
years in ECO. Before that, 
he served unofficially as 
pastor to the Lao since 
2009. I’ve known him 
and worked with him in 
ministry for 17 years. I felt 
embarrassed that I hadn’t 
obtained an office for him 
years earlier.

Terry works for the railroad 
Monday through Friday 
and pastors the Lao when-
ever he can, but especially 
on Saturday evenings and 
Sunday morning.  Retire-
ment from the railroad is 
closing in, and trekking 
back and forth to Hope 
has become more labo-
rious. “Yes," I said to an 
office.

I wanted to get a gift for 
him, as an apology for the 
office delay. So I went on-
line to look for a painting.  
I googled Christian/Lao/
artist and this painting 
popped up. It was not done 
by a Laotian artist; but 
I loved it and texted the 
artist, Hyatt Moore. He is 
retired after years of work 
with Wycliffe interpreters.

He texted me back with 
a price and asked, “What 
does the pc stand for in 
your email?” I said, “Pres-
byterian Church, and I am 
purchasing the painting 
for a Laotian pastor I’ve 
worked with for years.” 
Mr. Moore sent me the 
print, along with other 
posters of Bible stories.

I texted him this photo of 
Terry and me, and wrote a 
card to Terry thanking him 
for 17 years of friendship.

Kop Jai (Thank You)
by Bruce Hillyer

Pastor Bruce and Pastor Terry
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Giving God the Glory 
as Time for Tots Concludes Ministry
by Kirsten Berry, for the Time for Tots Board: Lois Swanson, David Ekerholm, Brenda Ford, 
Peggy Turnbull, Lin Peterson Barrett (teacher/director), and Pastor Bruce Hillyer (pastoral liaison)

Time for Tots 
Graduation
May 2018

D
E

E
P

E
R

 —
 W

ID
E

R
 —

 C
L

O
S

E
R

For forty years, Jesus’ persistent 
love was evident at Time for Tots 
Preschool in Minneapolis’ Phillips 
neighborhood. One little boy’s story 
illustrates this well. 

A behavioral challenge from the 
start, he came to school only spo-
radically and rarely on time. Thank-
fully, his mom eventually saw the 
importance of regular, prompt 
attendance, and a firm behavior 
plan helped him as well. With 
much grace from staff, volunteers, 
parents and classmates, he finally 
completed the year on a good note. 

The boy came back for a second 
year, as he was not yet ready for 
kindergarten. But then sadly, the 
old habits resumed. Teacher/direc-
tor Lin Peterson Barrett persevered 
with ongoing conferencing – and 
after many starts and stops, at last 

he began coming daily again. By 
year’s end, he had fewer behavioral 
issues and had experienced aca-
demic success.  “We had almost 
reached the end of our patience,” 
said teacher Lin, “but God never 
gave up!”   

This past year, our board entered a 
time of discernment. Lin’s retire-
ment was approaching, and with 
demographic shifts in Phillips, our 
students were now mostly mid-
dle-class. Indigent families we had 
known had moved to North Min-
neapolis for cheaper rents. While 
the school had previously filled a 
critical niche, we made the difficult 
decision that it was time to con-
clude the ministry.  

Now we thank the Lord for all his 
work in hundreds of students’ 
lives! He provided wonderful 
teacher/directors in Lillian Carlson, 
Betsy Waltz, Linda Haugen, and Lin 
Peterson Barrett. He gave us dedi-
cated aides, volunteers, and board 
members. 

He blessed financially through 
Hope Church, Prairie Community 
Church, Faith Church, individual 
donors, and students’ families. All 
glory to God!   

Reception to celebrate Time for Tots:  
Sunday, June 10
10:30 am in the Link 
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From April 30 to May 3, I had the privilege 
of participating in Transform Minnesota’s 
Sankofa Journey to Harmony.  “Sankofa” is an 
African word that means, “Go back and get it,” 
or similarly, “Looking back to move forward.” 
This word is important because it encapsu-
lates the purpose of this Journey to Harmony, 
specifically racial harmony.  

For this trip, about 30 men and women from 
around the Twin Cities, half who are white 
and half who are black, and most of whom 
are church leaders, came together to travel 
throughout the south and visit significant 
locations related to slavery and the Civil 
Rights Movement.  

There were countless moments, sites, and 
conversations that I will never forget, but 
there’s one place that stood out amongst the 
rest  the new National Memorial for Peace and 
Justice in Montgomery, Alabama. It is a space 
dedicated to the men, women, and children 
(over 4,000 people) who have been lynched 
over the years. The place is filled with large, 
hollow, coffin-like boxes that are made of 
metal and bled to look old and rusty.

In one section of the memorial, the floor 
begins to slope down until you’re gradually 
walking beneath these boxes as they hang 
from the ceiling, eerily resembling the 
bodies of the individuals they are honoring 
as they hung from trees. I was caught up in 
a deep sense of sorrow as I walked through 
this place. It was a dark, yet beautiful memo-
rial. It called out the ugliness of our nation’s 
past while giving dignity to the many African 
Americans who lost their lives from the terror 
of racism.  

I could share more about the joyful experi-
ences that we shared together as a group, or 
about how we came out on the other side of 
this journey feeling united as black and white 
men and women, eager to continue the pur-
suit of reconciliation. However, I believe diving 
into those moments too quickly would do an 
injustice to the millions of Africans who died 
over the course of hundreds of years through 
the atrocities of slavery and the evil of racism. 
As I’ve pursued racial harmony, particularly 
as a white man, I’ve learned that sometimes I 
just need to sit in the anguish with my black 
brothers and sisters, lamenting the broken-
ness that has been and continues to be — 
a brokenness both within me and within 
the world. 
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Sankofa Journey
to Harmony

by BJ Skoog



6 | SUMMER 2018

C
R

O
S

S
O

V
E

R
 S

U
M

M
E

R
 2

0
18

Crossover Summer 2018!

Let's cross over this summer!
We'll come together to worship God in all the ways that we love to do here at Hope: music — 
old and new — organ, praise band, choir, testimony, prayer, and messages from the book of 
John. Stay for brunch after worship on June 24, July 29, and August 26.

Memorial Day - Labor Day 9:00 am  Coffee Cart opens
    9:30 am  One Blended Worship Service 
       + Kids Church
    10:45 am  Text in Depth + Guest Speakers
       Childcare and overflow seating available

 

Deeper — Wider — Closer

Crossing Over in Worship
by Hilary Ritchie

Is there a more compelling vision of worship than the one given in Revelation, when “a great multitude that no 
one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages [stand] before the throne and 
before the Lamb…crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!’” ? When we worship, our primary goal is simple: to join with the angels in heaven and Christians across 
the world in giving God glory and declaring his worth. But there is another factor at work under the surface: we 
are being formed so that we can be sent for the sake of God’s kingdom. When we sing and pray and hear the 
Word and receive Communion, we are practicing for the time when we are united with Jesus!

(continued on p. 7)
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Summer Prayer Walks
Grab your walking shoes and join us 
for a prayer walk through the neigh-
borhood. We’ll meet in the narthex 
outside the sanctuary and head out 
from there.

Wednesday, June 20
6:00-7:00 pm
Prayer focus: Richfield Fire/
Police Departments

Sunday, July 22
10:30-11:30 am
Prayer focus: STEM school

Sunday, August 19
10:30-11:30 am
Prayer focus: Richfield High School

For more information, contact: 
Shellynelsondh@gmail.com

Richfield Parade
Wednesday, July 4

Hope Church will 
once again have a 
presence in Rich-
field’s Red, White, 
and Blue Days 
Parade! Consider 

representing Hope by walking in the 
parade that afternoon. 

The route will be on 70th Street be-
ginning at Harriet Avenue and end-
ing at 12th Avenue. The staging area 
will be on 70th Street and Harriet 
Avenue. More detailed information 
will be announced a couple weeks 
prior to the 4th.  

Richfield also puts on a Family 
Night, Car Show, and Street Dance in 
the days leading up to the 4th, along 
with a great fireworks show in Veter-
an’s Park on the evening of the 4th.  
We hope you’ll take some time to 
check out these fun, family friendly 
events this summer! 

Other community events:

Richfield Farmers Market 
Saturdays, 7:00 am-Noon
Veteran’s Park 
6335 Portland Avenue S.

Richfield Public Pool
Open June 8 - August 26 
630 E. 66th Street
Visit richfieldmn.gov for details.

Night to Unite
Tuesday, August 7 
Throw a block party, or attend one 
that is already happening, and be 
intentional about getting to know 
your neighbors!

As Hope’s worship minister, I make mistakes, but I hope that God is using our times of gathered worship 
to make us into kingdom bearers. That’s why I am so excited to see what God does this summer when we 
come together in one service at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings. God is creating us to be a crossover commu-
nity — moved by Jesus, toward one another. Our worship should also reflect this calling, and in many ways it 
already does. But this summer, we will all be taken out of our comfort zones to discover what God has for us 
as we crossover in one worship service.

Maybe you are wondering what style our worship will take. It is my goal that the style will represent Hope 
and at the same time invite us into new ways to worship God. That means we will get to sing hymns and 
contemporary songs, learn to sing in other languages, celebrate with choirs and bands, pray in silence and 
aloud, and receive communion. Maybe you will meet a new friend or reconnect with an old friend. In every-
thing, it is our prayer that God is forming us into more fervent disciples as we prepare for the time when we 
all worship around his throne in the new heavens and the new earth.

Community Event
Thursday, August 23

Richfield Lake Amphitheater
Enjoy food, fellowship, and

live music at Richfield Lake!
More details to come.
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Well Done, 
Good + Faithful Servant
by David Lenz

I am one in whom Bob Dickson 
invested. Many others can say the 
same.

The Rev. Dr. Bob Dickson, Pastor 
Emeritus of Hope Church, died on 
March 2, at the age of 92. God gave 
him length of years and Bob was 
a good steward of the time he was 
allotted.

Bob received a bronze star for his 
service in the US Army Air Force as 
a B29 crew member. When WWII 
ended, Bob was just 19 years old!

Bob received a BA from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh and a Master of 
Divinity from Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary. He served churches 
in Pennsylvania, Oklahoma City, 
and Duluth before coming to Hope 
Church in 1961, serving until 1991. 
He was the right leader at the right 
time. The church responded dy-
namically to his leadership.

Bob brought excellence in many 
areas of pastoral ministry. He was 
a gifted communicator who un-
failingly set Jesus Christ before 
people. Bob preached the gospel 
with clarity and winsomeness. He 
invited people to respond with deep 
personal commitment to Jesus. 
There was a hunger for this kind 
of preaching; people came in large 
numbers from all around the Twin 
Cities metro to hear Bob speak.

Even more significant-
ly, Bob was a man of 
deep compassion and 
great empathy. He had 
an uncanny memory 
for personal details. 
People could quickly 
sense that he genuine-
ly cared for them.

Soon after I arrived at 
Hope Church in 2002, 
I discovered Bob’s 
great personal warmth and care 
for me and my family. As often as I 
saw him, he would ask: how is your 
family? How is your mother? How is 
your brother?

What I remember with the greatest 
fondness are Bob’s phone messag-
es. He often left me voice mails of 
encouragement. “Thanks for that 
sermon. That was a tough topic, 
but you handled it well.” “Thanks 
for your leadership of that meet-
ing. That wasn’t easy, but you led 
with poise and courage.”  The most 
recent voice mail was just a few 
weeks ago. “I hear you have been 
sick. I want you to know that I am 
praying for you.” Vintage Bob.

Bob kept investing in me to the very 
end of his life. He embodied for me 
2 Timothy 2:2: “what you have heard 
from me through many witnesses 
entrust to faithful people who will 
be able to teach others as well” 
(New Revised Standard Version). 

Bob was already 76 years old when 
I met him. His age did not deter 
him in the least from discipling 
me, entrusting the faith to me. I will 
always be grateful.

Who are the ones in whom you are 
investing? God brings into our lives 
people who need care, comfort, and 
sometimes challenge. When we 
invest in others, the body of Christ 
grows in depth and stature.

Bob Dickson did this for me and 
many others. With joy and gratitude 
we envision the Lord Jesus saying 
to Bob, “well done, good and faithful 
servant!” (Matthew 25:31, 33).
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Many people have had Health 
Savings Accounts (HSA) in recent 
years. They are investment ac-
counts which allow employees to 
set aside pre-tax wages and save 
for reimbursing future medical 
costs. 

The 2017 Federal Tax law has 
brought focus to another tax 
advantaged savings tool: Donor 
Advised Funds (DAF). I describe 
them as simplified private foun-
dations or as Charitable Savings 
Accounts (CSA). My mission is to 
encourage more Hope members 
to open one as a Church Savings 
Account. 

Beginning in 2018, the number of 
taxpayers who benefit from item-
izing deductions is expected to be 
cut in half. Tax preparation will be 
easier, but there will be far fewer 
individuals with the incentive to 
make charitable contributions as 
a tax savings strategy.  

A new strategy is to bunch contri-
butions for multiple year pledges 
into one large gift. The perfect 
solution for many families will 
be opening a DAF. The best year 
to make a large bunched gift is 
when your income is higher than 
normal. 

Appreciated stock investments 
can be given without recognizing 
a taxable gain.

The new Federal income tax stan-
dard deductions are 12,000 for 
single and 24,000 for joint filing. 
The limit for itemized deduction 
relating to state income tax and 
real estate taxes is 10,000, and is 
the same whether single or joint 
filing. Therefore, many singles 
will still benefit from itemizing 
deductions. 

But most couples will be chal-
lenged unless they have large 
home mortgage interest OR they 
bunch charitable giving. For ex-
ample, bunching 3 years of giving 
(assume 5,000 annual pledges) 
into a 15,000 donor advised fund 
gift, would allow itemizing in one 
year and taking the standard de-
duction in the other two years.

Charitable giving from an 
individual retirement account 
(IRA)

Similar to giving appreciated 
stock, a direct donation from your 
IRA is a great way to be charita-
ble and avoid paying tax on IRA 
distributions. You can only utilize 
this after you reach age 70.5. 

This is also the age when annual 
minimum distributions (RMD) are 
required. And the direct donation 
does satisfy the RMD. 

Also, consider designating Hope 
Church as beneficiary of one of 
your traditional IRAs. This is a very 
tax efficient bequest, and a good 
topic to discuss with an estate 
planner.

2018 Charitable Tax Planning
(Tax Advantaged Investment 
Accounts: HSAs, IRAs, and CSAs)
by Brian Knutson
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Library Notes
Tell Someone: 
You Can Share the Good News 
by Greg Laurie
For anyone who has struggled with evan-
gelism, Greg Laurie presents the tools 
needed to overcome the obstacles in shar-
ing the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

At Peace in the Storm 
by Ken Gire
Ken Gire gives us 13 chapters on peace - 
peace through prayer, peace from God’s 
word, peace through music, and many 
other ways that the miracle of inner peace 
can touch each of us.

The House on Foster Hill 
by Jaime Jo Wright
This outstanding debut novel weaves 
together a 100-year-old mystery with a 
mystery from the present. Once you start 
reading, you won’t want to put the book 
down until you finish.

Other books include:
The Proving 
by Beverly Lewis

If I Live 
by Terry Blackstock

The Daniel Key 
by Anne Graham Lotz

The View from Rainshadow Bay 
by Colleen Coble

Facility Redevelopment 
Task Force Announced
by Justin Bratnober

At the annual meeting, Pastor Dave announced the appoint-
ment of a team, tasked by Session, to propose and carry 
out a plan for the redevelopment of Hope’s Portland Avenue 
campus. That team consists of myself, Cesar Castillejos, 
Nate Fedora, Heidi Johnson, Brian Knutson, Keith Koenig, Kim 
Laufenburger, Sharon Lawyer, David Lenz, and Dan Ritchie. 
Our first team meeting was on May 2 to establish the starting 
point for the undertaking. 

We’re moving forward from the place Pastor Dave left off 
at the annual meeting when he elaborated on our calling. 
“At Hope Church, God is creating a crossover community — 
moved by Jesus, toward one another; where people of every 
age, the ones already here and the ones on the way, will go 
deeper with Jesus, wider in the Kingdom and closer in 
community.” Our job is building a community of faith — 
on the inside and outside. The Portland Avenue campus 
is our main operating base for advancing that mission 
and vision for the future.

We’re picking up from the place where two previous Facility 
Planning Teams left off. We would be starting from scratch 
had it not been for the extraordinary work done first by a 
team in 2008-2010, which Heidi Johnson and Keith Koenig 
were part of, then followed by a team in 2016-2017, which Bri-
an Knutsen and Keith were a part of. Their combined 
efforts in research, needs assessments, feasibility studies, 
planning, modeling, and direction will enable us to quickly hit 
our stride. 

What is the scope of the project? What will our building and 
grounds look like? When will this happen? How much will it 
cost? Good questions. We don’t know yet. We are just be-
ginning, and we will work hard to keep you informed as we 
progress. In the meantime, we want your input, questions and 
comments. So, please stop me when you see me, call me at 
651/247-3707, or email me at jbratnober@trademarktrans.
com.
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The Scoop

Hope Shores Schedule 2018
Hope Shores is a place where 
anyone can be part of the fun and 
everyone is a member of the 
family. You’re invited to have silly 
amounts of both fun and rest in 
a place where you’ll be known by 
name by the end of the first day —
and challenged to grow every day 
after. There are no pretenses here 
— no pressure to impress or per-
form. Just the chance to unplug, 
be yourself with other people, and 
let Jesus transform you.

May 26   Camp Clean-Up

May 26 – 27  Staff Retreat

June 10 – 15  Staff Training

June 17 – 22  2nd – 4th Grade

June 24 – 29  5th – 6th Grade

June 29 – July 1  Family Camp 1

July 6 – 8   Family Camp 2

July 8 – 12  Midsummer Training

July 12 – 15  Single Moms Family  

  Camp

July 20 – 22  Family Camp 3

July 22 – 27  7th – 8th Grade

July 29   Camp Sunday

July 29 – August 3  9th – 12th Grade

Visit hope-shores.org for more in-
formation and to register. Please 
contact Michaela Mandel at 
michaela@hope-pc.org with any 
questions.

Introducing our Summer Staff:
Gina Blazanin
Ryan Conroy
Adam Ford
Lenna Johnson
Alpha Moya
Ben Nygaard
Sam Nelson
Matt Olsen
Anne Rae
Amy Slack

Summer Program Coordinator:        
  Rachel Rock

Camp Clean-Up 
Saturday, May 26
9:00 am-4:00 pm
Help get Hope Shores ready for 
the camp season! Join us at Hope 
Shores or ride the bus up from 
church (meet at 7:00 am in the 
parking lot). 

This will be a fun day of service 
for the whole family. Lunch is 
included. Please RSVP to Michaela 
Mandel at michaela@hope-pc.org.

Summer Theme

The Hope Shores theme for the 
summer of 2018 is YES & AMEN. 
2 Corinthians 1:20 says, “For no 
matter how many promises God 
has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ. 
And so through him the ‘Amen’ is 
spoken by us to the glory of God.” 

This summer at Hope Shores, we 
are excited to dig into the theme 
of God’s promises, understand 
that they are all YES in Christ, and 
say AMEN to all that he promises 
to us.

We believe that lives can be 
changed by believing in God’s 
promises. It can completely trans-
form your faith and your trust in 
God. We can’t wait to share with 
campers some of the promises 
that God has made to us and 
what they mean for our lives.

CAMP
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The Scoop

Summer Kids Church 
and Kids Church +
Sundays, 9:30 am
Dismissed from Sanctuary
(K-5th graders and any youth who 
want to be leaders) 
Families attend worship together 
and children will be invited to Kids 
Church where they can partici-
pate in creative summer worship! 
They can stay for Kids Church + if 
parents are attending the teaching 
hour that follows. 

Child Care on Sundays 
Sundays, 9:30 am
Enter Door #6
Family Ministry Wing
Infants-preschoolers can enjoy 
Jesus-centered play time on Sun-
days during worship at 9:30 am 
and the teaching hour that follows. 

CHILDRENADULTS

Text in Depth
Sundays, May 27-September 2
10:45-11:30 am
South Social Events Room
Delightful, informal gatherings with 
our pastors and guest speakers.

Beyond the Band-Aid
Wednesdays, June 13, 20, 27 
6:00 pm, Dickson Chapel
Find hope and healing for broken 
relationships.

Summer Life on Life Groups
Join a 4-week triad/quad study 
group! Our summer offerings in-
clude WiRED to Glorify and Life in 
the Beloved. Contact KC DiNardo: 
kc.dinardo@hope-pc.org (various 
times and locations).

Women’s Sunday Lunch
12:15 pm 
(note new time for the summer)
All women are invited to meet at 
nearby restaurants after church. 
Contact Jean Kenzie at 612/866-
3176.

June 10
Macy’s Lakeshore Grill
100 Southdale Center, Edina

July 8 
Red Lobster, 1951 American
Boulevard West, Bloomington

August 12
Olive Garden, 4701 American 
Boulevard West, Bloomington

 

g

VBX Drama Team
Monday-Thursday, July 30–August 2
4:00-8:00 pm, Enter Door 6
All 4th-8th graders are invited to join the VBX Drama Team the week 
before VBX. We’ll eat dinner together, enjoy group-building games, and 
practice Bible dramas and skits for the next week of VBX! Dress rehears-
al will be Sunday, August 5 from 2:30-5:00 pm. Contact Mia Franklin at 
mia@hope-pc.org

VBX Volunteer Training Night  
Sunday, August 5
6:00-8:00 pm, Enter Door #3
Adults and high schoolers needed. Contact Heidi Connors at heidi@
hope-pc.org if you want to be a volunteer at VBX! Help welcome families, 
shepherd a small group, serve snacks, or lead games.

VBX Joseph: Do Life BIG!
Monday-Thursday, August 6-9
6:30-8:00 pm, Enter Door #3
Kids entering K-5th grade in the fall get to Xperience the Bible in creative 
ways including: music, games, skits, Bible stories and snacks! Register 
at the door. Contact Heidi Connors at heidi@hope-pc.org
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Ways to Serve
Contact Peggy@hope-pc.org for 
information about these and other 
outreach opportunities.

Refugee sponsorship 
(scheduled around your 
availability) 
Join our team to support and of-
fer friendship to a refugee family 
in our community. 

Community Emergency Service 
food shelf
1900 – 11th Ave. S., Minneapolis
Saturdays:  June 9, July 14, 
August 11
8:30 am-noon
Pack and deliver groceries to 
neighbors in the Phillips neigh-
borhood who qualify for free 
food, but are unable to get to the 
food shelf because of physical or 
mental limitations.

Dinner with Loaves & Fishes
4th Thursdays:
June 21, July 26, August 23 
Fellowship Hall
Help with food prep and set-up 
from 3:00-4:30 pm or serving the 
meal and cleaning up from 4:30-
6:15 pm.

USA Homestays – Host an 
international student
Welcome a student to live in an 
extra room in your home for 3 
months or more (stipend provid-
ed.) Do periodic activities with 
students as a friendship family.
Contact Ben at benr@usa-
homestays.org or 612/770-0031.

Vine and Branches
Offers affordable clothing and 
household items for a small 
price. Store hours:  
Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm 
Thursday 1:00-4:00 pm 
Saturday  10:00 am-1:00 pm
Tuesdays: sort, hang, and steam 
clothing, price donations, stock 
and clean the store.
Contact Heidi at 612/866-1359 or 
vineandbranches@hope-pc.org.

Events
Summer 2018 Trips: 
Building Relationships, 
Rebuilding Homes and Lives
1)  Port Arthur, Texas, July 15-20: 
with Experience Mission 
We will serve alongside residents 
of this community located about 
90 minutes northeast of 
Houston. 

2) Cape Town, South Africa, 
August 10-19: with Nick Greener, 
Water for Life
We will do hands-on ministry 
and learn about the complicated 
history of this region.

The Scoop

OUTREACH

STUDENTS

Youth + 
Sundays, 10:45-11:45 am
Middle school and high school 
students are invited to come hang 
out after the service every Sunday.  
We'll do a brief Bible study and then 
open up the gym and game room.

Summer camps and trips:
High School Mission Trip 
to Port Arthur, TX with Experience 
Mission: June 17-22

High School Castaway Camp:
July 8-14

Middle School Castaway Camp: 
August 8-12

Classes
American Culture Class
Times to be determined – monthly 
get-togethers 
Women from many countries and 
cultures build friendships through 
activities together. Contact Lois 
Swanson at 952/435-3796 or lois-
aswanson@gmail.com.

Parent Share
Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 pm 
Room H034, Enter at Door #1
A safe place where parents (and 
grandparents) can support one an-
other in parenting and other issues 
that affect families. Contact Ta-
mara at 612/388-8514 or tamaraw-
hear@gmail.com
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BABY 
Ellowyn Ann was born 

March 26 to Matt and Can-

dice Akers. John and Carol 

Hall are her grandparents.

WITH OUR SYMPATHY 
AND PRAYERS TO 
-Dickson family in the loss 

of Hope’s Pastor Emeritus 

Dr. Bob Dickson on March 2 

- Pathoumthong family in 

the loss of Alex on March 11

- Van Reese family in the 

loss of Diane’s great niece 

in March

- Massie famiy in the loss 

of their sister-in-law in 

March

- Dybdal family in the loss 

of Kevin’s father on April 21

- Saxrud and Deters 

families in the loss of 

Cheryl Saxrud April 26

WITH THANKS
We would like to thank 

everybody who was in-

volved with Bob Dickson’s 

memorial service, and who 

gave gifts in his memory. 

God bless you all for being 

friends and encouragers to 

Bob and Gloria during the 

years they were at Hope 

Church. 

       The Dickson Family

Long-Distance Crossover
by Sue Bradley

For several years, Bob and I have been praying about a potential 
move to North Carolina, where two of our kids live (plus one in New 
York City). With no family in Minnesota, we have pondered where it 
makes sense to spend our later years. With decidedly mixed emo-
tions, we are making the move to Durham on May 15 to be closer to 
our kids and farther from cold weather!

By far, leaving our many 
friends at Hope Church is 
the hardest part about mov-
ing. According to Macmillan 
Dictionary, the word framily 
means “people who are not 
related to you but are your very 
close friends.” Such has been 
the nature of our connections 
at Hope for many years—35 for 
me and 38 for Bob. After meet-
ing in Hope’s Vineyard singles 
group, we married and raised 
our children with the help of 
Hope’s family ministry, student 
ministry, and camp program. 
From day one, our kids have 
been loved and cared for by an 
army of Hope volunteers and 
staff members, and they are 

indisputably the better for it. Hope helped them establish a strong 
faith foundation that has equipped them to be fruitful followers of 
Jesus.

Bob and I believe God is calling us to something new in North 
Carolina. There is an ECO church not far from our new home, so our 
intent is to land there and maintain a denominational connection 
with Hope. Words fall short in expressing our gratitude for the spir-
itual growth, intimate friendships, and inordinate amount of fun 
we have experienced at Hope Church. While our relocation will take 
us away from Hope, our hearts will always be tied to 7132 Portland 
Avenue. Thank you, Hope Church, for showing us what it means to 
grow deeper in faith, wider in reaching out to others, and closer to 
fellow Christ followers!

NEXT DEADLINE
Noon Monday, August 13

(Covering September - November)

Please send items to Leslee Day 

at leslee@hope-pc.org.




