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Jesus Is So Real to Them
by David Lenz

One of the gifts Hope Church has 
given me is to shape me more 
deeply as a global Christian, con-
nected to the body of Christ all over 
the world. I am deeply grateful that 
Hope Church has previously sent 
me to Kenya, Rwanda, and Israel.

Now I have just returned from a 
"vision" trip to London and the 
United Arab Emirates. Our team, 
beautifully led by Dan McNerny 
from Frontier Fellowship (one of our 
mission partners), met with extra-
ordinary Christian leaders who are 
passionately committed to sharing 
Jesus Christ in the Muslim world.

While in London we met with Iranian 
Christians who live in exile. Some 
of them have been arrested, others 
fled before they were arrested. Some 
have family members who have 
been martyred. They live in London, 
but their heart is for the people of 
Iran, ancient Persia. 

With tremendous energy and cre-
ativity they find ways to tell about 
Jesus in a nation where it is illegal 
to evangelize in his name. They have 
translated the Bible into Farsi and 
found ways to smuggle those Bibles 
into Iran. They transmit high-quality 
Christian television programming 
via satellite (we visited the produc-
tion studios). Above all, they support 
the house church movement in Iran, 
the underground church in which 
Iranian Christians are compelled to 
gather. We marveled at the quality 
of training they provide, rivalling 
any seminary in the world. 

To our great surprise, and I suspect 
to the great surprise of the world, 
evangelical Christianity is growing 
fastest in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran.* I never thought to see this in 
my lifetime. But "with God all things 
are possible" (Matthew 19:26).

While in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) we met with Arab Christian 
leaders whose passion is to serve 
Jesus among the seven countries 
of the Arabian Peninsula – Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Qatar, UAE, Oman, Yemen, 
and Saudi Arabia. Even though there 
is greater tolerance and openness in 
the UAE, this is dangerous ministry. 
Much of the discipleship here is 
one-on-one. 

There is constant 
risk that the person 
presenting himself for 
discipleship might ac-
tually be a government 
agent. It was deeply 
humbling to 
sit in the home of 
Christian leaders, re-
ceiving their gracious 

hospitality, as they calmly told us 
that at any moment they could be 
arrested, deported, tortured, and 
even killed.

These global Christians, in Iran, 
London, and the Arabian Penin-
sula, taught us so much. They were 
humble, courageous, and full of joy. 
They modeled what it means to love 
God "with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength" (Mark 
12:30). They burn with the desire to 
share Jesus with others.

Jesus is so real to them. Lord Jesus, 
may you be so for us. Thank you for 
these brothers and sisters in the body 
of Christ. Lord Jesus, protect them and  
magnify your name through them – 
and help us to be more like them.

*see Operation World, http://operationworld.

org/hidden/evangelical-growth
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Sometimes, as followers of 
Christ, we do too much. Our de-
sire to serve others overshadows 
our desire to be with others. We 
rush into action and we try to fix 
situations, or worse we try to fix 
people. Sometimes all God is call-
ing us to be is available. Don’t get 
me wrong, there are times that 
require action and an immedi-
ate response. But there are also 
times that simply require us to 
be fully present.

The other night, I got a phone 
call from who I thought was my 
best friend Aaron. My phone was 
ringing and his name popped up 
on my screen. I answered, "Hey, 
man! What’s up?" But it wasn’t 
my friend Aaron, it was his wife 
Angie. Through her tears she said, 
"Cesar, can we come over? My 
brother was killed and I need a 
distraction." Without hesitation 
I said, "Come on over." She didn’t 
give me an explanation, she just 
said, "Okay." 

When Aaron and Angie arrived, 
she explained that her brother 
was driving behind a car on High-
way 169 that spun out on the icy 
road and hit the ditch. He got out 
of his car to see if the other driver 
was alright. While he was helping, 
another vehicle spun out in the 
same spot and struck him. After 
Angie finished explaining what 
had happened, the silence was 
heavy. My wife and I didn’t say 
a word. We just entered into the 
pain and embraced her and her 
brokenness. 

My mind would shift into "What 
should I do-mode," but God kept 
whispering, "Just be present." 
There are situations in which 
actions are not required. 

There are times in which pres-
ence is everything and the only 
thing we can offer. Because love 
draws near, enters in, sits with, 
and embraces the situation. 
When we rush to action, we may 
miss the very people we need to 
be present for. May we be people 
who are known for their availabil-
ity, not just their actions. 

Love well. Enter in. Be with.
by Cesar Castillejos
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When I ruminate on the pursuit Love 
Draws Near, I think of a piece of fishing 
line, carefully woven into a knot that is be-
ing drawn tight by God -- a knot that is un-
breakable and can never again be untied.

Fishing is a passion of mine. For several 
years, I’ve been very involved with a fishing 
ministry outside of Hope. All the retreats 
are on weekends. My work also requires me 
to work every third weekend. So although 
my wife Heather and I were married at 
Hope and are both members at Hope, 
we haven’t been tightly tied to Hope as a 
church family. 

Recently, God has been whispering to me 
that we need to sew into a home church. 
Honestly, we weren’t sure where that was 
-- did this mean a new church? 

That question was quickly answered while 
watching the Crossover video at the joint 
church service this past April. I knew Hope 
was to remain our home church. 

But, we both felt the call to draw nearer. 
Drawing near meant letting go, in a way. 
Letting go of the fishing retreats I had been 
involved in, and letting new people from 
Hope into our lives. 

Jeff Connors led a men’s retreat at Hope 
Shores in early October. He asked if I’d like 
to be involved and take men and boys from 
Hope Church fishing. I accepted. It was 
much smaller than past retreats I’ve been 
on, but God drew nearer on this retreat 
than past, larger retreats.

The Crossover video, the phrases, letting go 
and sewing into, and the invitation to the 
Father/Son Hope Retreat was God weaving 
that knot I mentioned earlier.

The retreat itself, though small, was God, 
who is love, drawing near, confirming his 
words to me, and starting to draw tight 
that knot he’s been forming for years.

The Whispers of God
by Mike Grussing
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Love Draws Near 
in the Harvey Aftermath
by Yonathan Moya, Experience Mission

Yon is a Hope member and the new 
Hope Shores Camp Director with his 
wife Megan. He works for Experience 
Mission developing and working 
alongside short-term mission teams. 
His example of showing up in mo-
ments of crisis, confusion, or tragedy 
brings the love of Jesus to tough 
situations. Hope is grateful for his 
example and partnership.

This isn’t the first time our team 
has walked into the aftermath of 
a natural disaster, but coming to 
Houston after Hurricane Harvey 
was different. Texas is my home 
state and several of my friends 
and family members currently 
live in the Houston area, which 
made this trip more personal.

The air was hot and humid as our 
team walked through a devastat-
ed neighborhood. In some areas, 
you could smell the mold in the 
air, and the smell grew stronger 
as we walked past piles of ruined 
personal belongings on the side 
of the road.

This was the same week when 
Hurricane Irma was hitting the 
Florida coast. I couldn’t help but 
feel overwhelmed as we learned 
more about the Houston commu-
nities still under water and about 
families who couldn’t afford flood 
insurance, had lost everything, 
and now had extensive rebuilding 
needs after the storm passed.

I was encouraged by our initial 
meetings and the direction our 
conversations were heading. With 
our commitment to partner long-
term in the rebuilding process 
with St. Andrews, a local church 
in the Houston area, our focus will 
be to serve alongside the mar-
ginalized, under-resourced and 
forgotten families who are com-
pletely disconnected and remain 
in the shadows. 

St. Andrews had their local con-
gregation mobilized right after 
the rain stopped. Volunteers 
worked long days and hours to 
engage in serving their neighbors. 

Experience Mission has vision to 
partner together and continue to 
love and serve families around 
the Houston area. It re-energizes 
me and brings me renewed hope.

Hope Church will be sending two 
teams to Texas this summer to work 
with Experience Mission and serve 
alongside of the residents of Port 
Arthur to aid in the ongoing relief and 
rebuilding efforts. This community is 
about 1.5 hours north of Houston and 
is in great need after Hurricane Har-
vey. A team of high school students 
will serve there in June, while a team 
of adults will be there in July. 
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Sharing Life at Hope
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The Presence of Jesus
It’s Christmastime. A time to start preparing for parties, presents, and plans to celebrate. 
We anticipate and look forward to this time of year... and yet often we find ourselves 
frazzled and forgetting.

We are frazzled by writing Christmas cards, buying presents, and baking cookies.
We are frazzled by our calendars and appointments.
We are frazzled by our family and friends – the people that we love the most.

We forget that Jesus drew near at Christmas.
We forget that Jesus came as a baby to dwell among us – Emmanuel, God with us.
We forget that He came to show real love, so that we would know how to love others.
We forget that the real present of Christmas is the PRESENCE of Jesus.

So, let’s dwell with these questions to replace the frazzle of the season.

How can I draw near to Jesus in preparation for advent?
How can I bring the love of Jesus to Christmas celebrations this year?
How can I carry Jesus’ presence in my heart and share it with others this season?

Let’s prepare our hearts for the Presence of Jesus because he is the best example 
of love drawing near.

"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel" 
(which means, God with us). Matthew 1:23
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ADVENT SUNDAYS
IN WORSHIP 

Advent is a season of waiting. 
Israel was waiting for a Mes-
siah who could rightfully be called 
"Immanuel," which means, "God is 
with us." This Messiah was Jesus. 
As we wait for Christmas, we will ex-
plore what it means that Jesus truly 
is "God with us."

December 3  
Jesus Immanuel: God with Us  
Matthew 1:18–25
David Lenz preaching

December 10 
Emmanuel—God with Us!  
Festival Worship

December 17 
Jesus Immanuel—
God with Us Always  
Matthew 28:16–20
Cesar Castillejos preaching

December 24 
8:45 am and 11:00 am
The Wait Is Over—God Is with Us!  
Family-friendly service led by 
Hilary Ritchie, Heidi Connors, 
and the Family Ministries team

Christmas Musical
On December 10 at the 8:45 am and 
11:00 am services, the choir will lead 
us in worship through a contempo-
rary service of lessons and carols 
arranged and composed by Lloyd 
Larson. Celebration Choir rehearsals 
are Wednesdays, November 29 and 
December 6 (6:30-8:00 pm, choir 
room) and Saturday, December 9 
(10:00 am-noon, sanctuary). 

Christmas Eve
This year, Christmas Eve Sunday is 
also the fourth Sunday in Advent. 
Join us in the morning at 8:45 am 
and 11:00 am as the children lead 
us in worship through the waiting 
of Advent to the joy of Christmas. 
At 4:00 pm and 10:00 pm, we will 
gather for candlelight services.  

Wednesday Night Worship
and Community Meal
5:30 pm meal, Social Events Room 
6:30 pm worship, sanctuary
God is doing a new thing at Hope! 
Join us for Wednesday evening wor-
ship once every month to encounter 
God in a new way. These services 
make use of art, music, scripture, 
preaching, and experiential ac-
tivities as we worship God together. 
Gather with the Hope community to 
share a meal before every Wednes-
day night worship service.

Upcoming dates:

January 17
Unity in Christ (Note change from 
Soul Training booklet. We will not 
meet on the fourth Wednesday be-
cause so many people will be gone 
on the 24th at the ECO gathering)

February 14
Ash Wednesday

February 28
Praying in the Desert

Community Christmas
Celebration
Saturday, December 2
10:00 am - 1:30 pm

Invite everyone you know to this fun, 
annual Christmas event for Hope 
Church and our community! There 
are invitations and yard signs avail-
able now in the Link.

The day includes crafts, fun jumps, 
photo cards, live music, actors tell-
ing the Christmas story (including 
a Spanish performance), coloring, 
face painting, coffee, pizza lunch 
and much more! 

Would you like to volunteer to help 
that day? Check the insert in your 
bulletin and sign up to serve.

We’ll see you there!

Advent at Hope
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Coming Up

Afrizo is coming!
Sunday, January 7
8:45 and 11:00 am services
We are delighted to welcome Afrizo, 
the musical team from Daystar 
University in Nairobi, Kenya to our 
worship services on January 7. 

Hope is one of Daystar’s longest-
tenured partners, contributing 
enough to fund two scholarships 
each year. The first building erected 
on the Athi River campus of Daystar 
was funded by Hope Church. It is 
called the Hope Centre. Check out 
their tour schedule at daystarus.
org/afrizo.

This Is Hope
Sunday, February 18
10:00 am and 12:30 pm
Atrium
Want to learn more about Hope 
Church? Join the pastors for an 
informal gathering to get a snap-
shot of Hope’s mission, values, and 
vision.

Something is Happening 
in the Twin Cities – PULSE
Friday, May 18
The Church of the Twin Cities is 
coming together for a season of 
catalytic evangelism, including 
prayer, training, and outreach. 
Everything will culminate with a 
major event on Friday, May 18 at 
U.S. Bank Stadium where thou-
sands of youth and young adults 
will be encouraged by the message 
of Jesus.

Hope Church will be sending our 
own students and young adults  - 
because we can do more for the 
Kingdom together. We will be a 
praying church, and a church pre-
pared to follow up with those that 
attend. Stay tuned for ways to sup-
port and pray for PULSE.

ECO Update
By Sharon Lawyer

Greetings brothers and sisters in 
Christ!  Soon it will be time for our 
ECO National Gathering in Hous-
ton, Texas from January 23-25. The 
theme will be "Renovate" taken 
from Nehemiah 2:18 - "Rise up and 
build! When we renovate, we make 
something new again. We believe 
that God does not just want ECO to 
be a re-creation of the way denomi-
nations have always done things. 
God is calling us to renew and revi-
talize to renovate how we approach 
our congregations, presbyteries, 
covenant communities and our 
hearts." (ECO, n.d.)  Speakers will in-
clude Condoleezza Rice, Ed Stetzer 
and Kyle Strobel.  

The Synod meeting, our ECO busi-
ness meeting, will be held on 
January 25.  This year there will be 
discussion and a vote taken on 
overtures to update our polity and 
Book of Confessions.  Hope’s voting 
elder commissioners will be ses-
sion members Paul Berry, Dorothy 
Danek and Jenny Vang.  

One of the many great things about 
the ECO National Gathering is that 
any of us can go!  Registration is 
now open.  Go to http://econational-
gathering.org/registration/ 

All of us can play an important 
role in the ECO National Gathering 
by praying that the conference be 
filled with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit; and traveling mercies for all 
who attend.   

Library Notes

A Baxter Family Christmas 
by Karen Kingsbury
A New York Times bestseller – rated 
a perfect 5 out of 5 stars on Ama-
zon. Readers new to the Baxter fam-
ily, and those already familiar with 
them, will love this book. Warm, 
filled with love and redemption, it is 
a perfect Christmas novel. 

Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in a 
Chaotic World by Max Lucado
"When it comes to anxiety, depres-
sion, and stress-related illnesses, 
America is the frontrunner." Max 
Lucado shows how Philippians 
4:6-7 holds the key to overcoming 
anxiety and living a peace-filled life. 

Some Small Magic 
by Billy Coffey
This is a story about Abel, a small 
boy with a broken body who wants 
just some small magic in his life.  
Billy Coffey has written a book filled 
with emotion and rich descriptions 
of the small towns of the South.

Other books include:   
The Heart of the Amish 
by Suzanne Woods Fisher 

Who I Am in Christ
by Neil T. Anderson

All I Have to Give
by Melody Carlson

If I’m Found
by Terri Blackstock  
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The Scoop

ADULTS

Equipping Hour
Sunday — 10:00 am

Friendship class for adults 
with special needs in Room H130. 
Contact Lisa Nygaard: jerisnay@
gmail.com.

Oasis Learning Community
South Social Events Room
Seasoned leaders from around the 
Twin Cities address topics from 
a biblical perspective. Contact 
Brian Flakne: 952/890-7164 or Ken 
Greener 612/823-7155.

Speakers:
January 14-25
Dr. Mark Throntveit

February 4-15
Dr. David Clark

Life After Life
January 7 - February 11
Gym
Looking forward to heaven? What’s 
going to happen when Jesus re-
turns? Why is the resurrection so 
important? What are we going to do 
in the age to come? So many ques-
tions! Let’s talk about it!
With Gloria Wiese

Special Events

TRUE Talks for Men and Women 
of All Ages
Saturday, January 20
9:30-11:00 am
Social Events Room
Free Glam Doll, Baker’s Wife, and 
Bogart’s donuts -- wow! Invite 
your friends. Contact Gloria 
Wiese: gloria@hope-pc.org.

In Search 
of Fine Pearls
40-day Lenten 
Congregational
Devotion
During Lent, we enter a season 
of preparation, reflection, and 
repentance as we seek to realign 
our lives and focus toward 
the Lord. It is a time to give up 
things, as well as take on life-
giving practices. 

This 40-day devotional guide is 
designed to help you reflect on 
Christ’s suffering, sacrifice, and 
resurrection. Each week, you will 
be challenged to give something 
up as you search for "pearls" of 
virtue. Pick up your free devo-
tional guide in the Link.

Wednesdays
10:00 am or 6:30 pm 
Dickson Chapel

Soul Training provides coaching 
assistance in reflective prayer 
and reading Scripture with an 
ear to hearing the Lord. 

Jump into this Bible-reading 
schedule at any time by picking 
up a free Soul Training booklet 
in the Link. 

Contact Gloria Wiese: 
gloria@hope-pc.org

TRUE Talks   
              ideas that

are better than good
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The Scoop

ADULTS

Small Group Network

Women’s Groups:
2nd Monday every month
1:00 pm, Atrium 
Join the "3-in-1" women.
Contact Louise Anderson at 
612/869-3040.

Thursday Women’s Study                                                                            
January 4-March 22
April 5-May 3                                                                                                                                                
9:15-11:30 am                                                                                                                                               
Courtyard Room
Join us for Scripture reflec-
tions and down-to-earth dis-
cussions as we explore spiritu-
al practices that help us notice 
God’s activity in our daily 
lives. Childcare provided upon 
request. Contact Kristen Maas: 
kristenmaas@gmail.com.

Life on LIfe 
Engages in meaningful conver-
sations and mentoring about 
life in Christ. Contact Pastor KC 
DiNardo: kc.dinardo@hope-pc.
org or Linda Dahl: 651/454-8127. 
  

Home Groups
Walk through all ages of life with 
an eternal perspective. Meets in 
various locations. Contact Gloria 
Wiese: gloria@hope-pc.org.

NEW 
Short-Term Small Groups
4-Week Study on 
Spiritual Discernment 

Tuesdays, January 9-20
7:00 pm
Open to all, meeting at a home 
in Richfield. Contact Mia 
Franklin: mia@hope-pc.org

Thursdays, February 1-22
1:00 pm
For women only, meeting at a 
home in south Minneapolis. 
Contact Melia Ives: 
niceandcozy@gmail.com.

 

Ongoing Fellowship 
Events

Pairs & Spares 
Everyone is welcome to monthly 
gatherings that feature catered 
meals and fun entertainment. 
Tickets ($15 each) on sale the two 
Sundays before the program. Con-
tact Marcia Boler at 612/869-3961.

Coming up:

Friday, December 8
6:00 pm – Social Events Room
Music by the Grace Notes

No program in January

Friday, February 9
Noon – Social Events Room
Photographer Doug Ohman 

Women’s Sunday Lunch at 11:30 
All women are invited to meet at 
nearby restaurants after church. 
Contact Jean Kenzie at 612/866-
3176.

December 3
Olive Garden
4701 American Boulevard West
Bloomington

January 14
Applebee’s
9601 Lyndale Avenue South
Bloomington

February 4
Macy’s Lakeshore Grill
Southdale Center, Edina
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Questions? Contact Heidi Connors: 
Heidi@hope-pc.org 

KWAM Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 6
6:30–7:45 pm, Enter Door #3
K-5th graders can invite their 
friends to a fun night of experienc-
ing the Christmas story. There will 
be a special snack and a Christmas 
gift for everyone! 

Sunday FUNday Resumes
Sunday, January 7
10:00 am, Enter Door #6
Bring your families for this 
sacred time each Sunday where 
all children (Infants - 5th grade) 
are invited to enjoy God’s love, hear 
truth from the Bible, and make new 
friends. 

Sunday Kids’ Church Resumes
Sunday, January 7
11:00 am, Kids’ Church Room C333
Kids (Kindergarten and up) join 
their families in worship and are 
dismissed after the children’s 
message to Kids’ Church in Room 
C333. Teens are welcomed to come 
and be helpers. 

KWAM Resumes
Wednesday, January 10
6:30-7:45 pm, Enter Door #3 
Kindergarten - 5th graders will 
kick off the new KWAM year with 
a movie night. Invite your friends, 
come dressed in PJs, and bring your 
own pillow and stuffed animal. 
Popcorn will make it extra fun!

CHILDREN KWAM Paper Airplane Night
Wednesday, January 31
6:30-7:45 pm, Enter Door #3 
Kindergarten - 5th graders can 
invite friends for a favorite 
KWAM night of building and 
racing paper airplanes! We’ll use 
this activity to communicate the 
gospel message in creative and 
meaningful ways.
 
Monday Night Classes for 
Moms + Dads: Loving Our Kids
Mondays, January 8-29 
6:30-7:45 pm, Courtyard Room 
Each night we will discuss a 
different element of parenting: 
Listening, Learning, Laughing & 
Letting Go! Come and be encour-
aged while Jeff and Heidi Con-
nors facilitate important dis-
cussions about parenting with 
God’s help. (Childcare is avail-
able upon request)

Family Communion Class
Sunday, January 28
10:00 am, Sunday FUNday Room 
Parents are invited to discover 
the meaningfulness of commu-
nion and hear from one of our 
pastors about the importance 
of families participating in 
communion. The next Sunday, 
families will be blessed as they 
receive communion together. 

Family Bible Sunday
Sunday, February 25
10:00 am, Youth Room 
Parents of 1st, 5th and 9th grad-
ers can join our Sunday FUNday 
and Breakfast Club hour as they 
prepare to receive their own 
new Bibles during the 11:00 am 
service. Grandparents and other 
family members are encouraged 
to come, too! Everyone will learn 
a lot about God’s Word that day. 

Save the date - Penguin Gala!
Friday, February 23

Hope Shores Schedule 2018
May 26   Camp Clean-Up

May 26 – 27  Staff Retreat

June 10 – 15  Staff Training

June 17 – 22  2nd – 4th Grade

June 24 – 29  5th – 6th Grade

June 29 – July 1  Family Camp 1

July 6 – 8   Family Camp 2

July 8 – 12  Midsummer Training

July 12 – 15  Single Moms Family  

  Camp

July 20 – 22  Family Camp 3

July 22 – 27  7th – 8th Grade

July 29   Camp Sunday

July 29 – August 3  9th – 12th Grade

Online registration for Hope 
Shores will open on March 1. 

Applications for camp staff will 
be made available on December 
1st. Application deadline is 
February 15.

CAMP
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Christmas Cookie Fundraiser
Support the youth mission trip 
team as they join the Hurricane 
Harvey relief efforts in Port 
Arthur, TX June 16-23.  Cookie 
pre-sales will be held on Decem-
ber 3 and 10, while pick-ups and 
same day purchases will be on 
December 10 and 17 in the Link. If 
you enjoy baking, consider con-
tributing some cookies towards 
the sale. Contact BJ Skoog  (bj.
skoog@hope-pc.org).

Young Life
The last high school Young Life 
Club for 2017 will be on De-
cember 11, and the last middle 
school Young Life Club will be on 
December 14.  We will not meet 
in January.  High school Club 
will start back up on Monday, 
February 5, and middle school 
Club will kick off on Thursday, 
February 8.

Small Groups  
6th-12th grade small groups 
will stop meeting after Decem-
ber 6, but will continue to meet 
throughout January, starting on 
Wednesday, January 10, 6:30-
7:45 pm.

STUDENTS

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club won’t meet on 
Sunday, December 24 and 31, 
but will start again on Sunday, 
January 7.

All Youth Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 20
6:30-8:00 pm, Hope’s youth wing
All 6th–12th grade students are 
invited to join us for an All Youth 
Christmas Party.

All Youth Event: Snow Tubing
Saturday, February 3
All 6th–12th grade students are 
invited to join us for a day of 
snow tubing. More details to 
come!

High School Mission Trip 
with Experience Mission: 
Port Arthur, Texas
June 16-23
All current 8th grade through 
graduating 12th grade students 
are invited to consider joining 
our summer mission trip team.  
More information, as well as 
applications, will be available in 
January

Castaway Summer Camp Dates
High School: July 8-14
Middle School: August 8-12
Registration coming soon!

OUTREACH

From the Bonnett Family
Dear Hope Church Friends,
Maayong Hapon! We have been in 
Cebu City for a little over 2 months 
and we are adjusting to the heat, 
the language, and the very adven-
turous driving!  We are so thankful 
for the support and love that you 
have shown us as our church fam-
ily. We miss being able to worship 
with you and do life with you, but we 
know that we are where God would 
have us for now. 

Ben spends his days overseeing 
the school and helping prepare the 
students that have been matched 
for adoption. I spend my days edu-
cating our kids, trying to figure out 
how to keep Josh fed and helping 
out with the kids who need a little 
extra love.  

We have a blog at theviewfromcebu.
com as well as a newsletter to help 
keep our friends and family up to 
date on the happenings in our little 
corner of the world. Email us if you 
would like to receive our newslet-
ter (ben.bonnett@cscshelter.org). 
We love hearing updates from you 
and praying for you as well, so let us 
know what is going on in Richfield. 

Daghang Salamat - Ben, Mari, Josh, 
Johanna and Rylin
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Ways to Serve
Contact Peggy@hope-pc.org for 
information about these and other 
outreach opportunities.

Community Emergency Service 
Food Shelf
Saturdays: December 3, 
January 13, February 10
8:30 am – Noon
Pack and deliver groceries to 
neighbors in the Phillips neigh-
borhood who qualify for free 
food, but are unable to get to the 
food shelf because of physical or 
mental limitations.

Give a gift of time 
at Centennial Elementary
in Richfield
1)   Volunteer as a mentor for a 
student, as you’re available
2)   Help distribute weekend food 
(from The Sheridan Story and 
VEAP) in backpacks for children 
to take home for the weekend--
1 hour Friday mornings during 
the school year.
Contact Nancy Slinger at nsling-
er2@comcast.net for details.

The Scoop

OUTREACH

USA Homestays – 
Host an international student
1)  Welcome a student to live in 
an extra room in your home for 3 
months of more (stipend provided.)
2)  Do periodic activities with 
students as a friendship family.
Contact Ben at benr@usahome-
stays.org or 612/770-0031.

Vine and Branches
Offers affordable clothing and 
household items for a small price.
Store hours:  
Wednesday 6:30–8:00 pm
Thursday 1:00–4:00 pm 
Saturday  10:00 am–1:00 pm

Tuesdays: sort, hang, and steam 
clothing, price donations, stock 
and clean the store.

Saturdays: store clerks needed, 
2nd, 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the 
month

Contact Heidi at 612/866-1359 or 
vineandbranches@hope-pc.org.

Dinner with Loaves & Fishes
Fourth Thursdays
December 28 and January 25
Fellowship Hall
Help with food prep and set-up 
from 3:00-4:30 pm or serving the 
meal and cleaning up from 4:30-
6:15 pm. Contact Keith @612/869-
5083 or k4j3turnbull@gmail.com.

Events
Summer 2018 Trips: Start praying 
now about where you might serve.
Questions? Peggy at 612/866-4050 
ext. 3132 or Peggy@hope-pc.org

1)  Port Arthur, Texas 
Hurricane relief and rebuilding 
trip with Experience Mission
July 15-20 (not including travel 
time)
Team of adults from Hope 
Church which will serve along-
side residents of this communi-
ty located about 1.5 hours north 
of Houston. 
2) Cape Town, South Africa
Water for Life township project
August 10-19 (includes travel 
time)
3) Family Service Trip 
Date and location coming soon!

Classes
American Culture Class
Tuesdays, resumes January 9
9:30 am-noon, Courtyard Room
Women from many countries and 
cultures build friendships through 
cooking, crafts, and other activi-
ties together. Childcare is provided 
for a small fee.
Contact Lois at 952/435-3796 or 
loisaswanson@gmail.com.

Parent Share
Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 pm
Room H132, Enter at Door #1
A safe place where parents (and 
grandparents) can support one 
another in parenting and other 
issues that affect families. Facili-
tated by a certified parent coach. 
Contact Peggy@hope-pc.org for 
more information.



HOPE CHURCH | 15

WITH OUR SYMPATHY 
AND PRAYERS TO THE...

 - Wiese family in the loss of 

Gloria’s mom on August 22

 - Blazanin family in the loss of 

Steve’s mom on August 28

 - Rock family in the loss of 

Sue’s mom

 - Stapleton family in the loss 

of sister-in-law Donna

 - Poitras family in the loss of 

Joe on September 13 and son 

Jeff on October 2

 - Schuenke family in the loss 

of Tom’s cousin Scott on 

September 14

 - Phil Peterson family in the 

loss of grandson Soren on 

September 15

 - Holt family in the loss of 

their daughter Angela on 

September 17

 - Brian Swanson family and 

Brian Johnson family in the 

loss of Brian and Jeanne’s 

sister Joy Boehland

 - Tormoen, Michaels and 

Landers families in the loss 

of brother Earl on October 4

 - Reed family in the loss of 

Rick’s mom on October 9

 - Staloch family in the loss of 

Nancy’s mom on October 11

 - Camp family in the loss of 

Warren’s brother October 12

 - Mathews family in the loss 

of Lynette’s sister October 19

 - Johnson family in the loss of 

Tom on November 6

BABIES 
Maxom James was born Au-
gust 3 to Paul and Jodie Pal-
ermo. Dean and Sara Palermo 
are his grandparents.

Cora Louise was born on 
August 18 to Cesar and Kate 
Castillejos.

Louisa June (above) was 
born September 2 to Jeff and 
Katie Bormes. Gary and Ann 
Bormes are her grandparents.

Jon Lawrence (Jack) Bell 
(above) was born October 16 
to Matt and Alyssa Bell. Larry 
and Debbie Bell are his grand-
parents.

Maverik Gordon (above) was 
born September 12 to Kyle 
and Samantha Swanson. 
Brian and Lois Swanson 
are his grandparents. He is 
shown with his sister Rilynn.

NEXT DEADLINE
Noon Monday, 
February 12
(Covering March - May)
Please send items to 
Leslee Day at leslee@
hope-pc.org.



Christmas Eve
December 24 Services

7132 Portland Ave. S., Richfield
612/866-4055  | hope-pc.org

8:45 + 11:00 am
Family-friendly

4:00 + 10:00 pm
Candlelight


