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Let’s Pray Now
by David Lenz

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

I have long been captivated by the 
Apostle Paul’s admonition to pray 
without ceasing. Rather than seeing 
this as a burden to pray longer or 
pray harder, I take this as an encour-
agement to be ready to pray often 
and in all circumstances. Prayer is 
not something to be deferred; it is 
a privilege to be experienced every 
time the opportunity presents itself.

One of the things I cherish when 
we gather for Sunday worship is 
how often I get to pray with people. 
As conversation unfolds, there is 
typically the expression of needs or 
challenges (we all have them!). It is 
good to say, “I will pray for you;” it is 
even better to say, “let’s pray now.”

You may have noticed me on Sun-
days huddled in quiet moments 
with small groups of people in the 
sanctuary, in the narthex, in the 
Link, at the coffee cart. Usually that 
means we are praying. Truly, that is 
one of my greatest joys as a pastor.

I participate in a lot of meetings: 
staff meetings, session meetings, 
committee meetings, etc.  Almost al-
ways issues arise or decisions need 
to be made. It is good to say, “let’s 
commit to pray for that;” it is even 
better to say, “let’s pray now.”

At Hope Church we are known for 
many things. That we are centered 
in Christ. That we are grounded in 
Scripture. That we deeply engage 
our neighborhood in fellowship and 
service.

Let us be known as well as a congre-
gation that prays without ceasing. 
Our hallways filled with groups 
huddled in prayer. Our meetings 
filled with many moments of prayer. 
Our people ready to pray now.

Prayer connects us with God, from 
whom all blessings flow, reminding 
us we are not alone. Prayer connects 
us with each other, uniting us in the 
bond of fellowship, reminding us are 
not alone.

The poet Joseph Scriven, writing 
sometime around 1855, encourages 
us not to miss the blessing of pray-
ing without ceasing. 

What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!

What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!

O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,

All because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer!
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As we pursue prayer together as a com-
munity, we encourage you to be united in 
praying together a morning and evening 
prayer. You are encouraged to cut these 
out and keep them by your bed.

Prayer for the morning:

Merciful God,
Thank you for the gift of another day.
Direct my heart so that I desire 
only you.
Mold my soul so that I am conformed 
to your image.
Renew my mind so that I know 
your will.
And be my strength to show your love 
to everyone I meet. 
With open hands, I follow you today.
Amen.

Prayer for the evening:

Loving God,
As the sun sets, give me light 
to see this day through your eyes. 

Thank you for your presence, your 
provision, your patience with me.

I give you my moments of joy 
and delight.
I give you my moments of pain 
and frustration.
Show me when I was closest to you;
And show me when I was far 
from you.

Forgive me for my shortcomings,
Fill my brokenness with your 
faithfulness.

As I lie down and sleep, grant me 
true rest,
Knowing your goodness and mercy 
follow me,
That I might rise tomorrow,

Renewed and ready to witness to you, 
my only Savior.

Amen.

Spanish prayer for the morning / 
Oración por la mañana:

Dios misericordioso,
Gracias por el regalo de otro día. 
Dirige mi corazón para que sólo te 
desee a ti. 
Molda mi alma para que me con-
forme a tu imagen. 
Renueva mi mente para que conozca 
tu voluntad. 
Y se mi fuerza para mostrar tu amor 
a todos los que conozco. 
Con mis manos abiertas, te sigo hoy.

Amén.

Spanish prayer for the evening / 
Oración por la noche:

Amando Dios, 
Cuando el sol se oculta, dame luz 
para ver este día a través de tus ojos.

Gracias por tu presencia, tu provisión 
y tu paciencia conmigo.

Te doy mis momentos de alegría y 
deleite. Te doy mis momentos de 
dolor y frustración. 
Muéstrame cuando estoy más 
cerca de ti; 
Y muéstrame cuando estoy lejos 
de ti.

Perdóname por mis defectos, y llena 
mi quebrantamiento con tu fidelidad.

Mientras me acuesto y duermo, con-
cédeme un verdadero descanso, 

Conociendo que tu bondad y miseri-
cordia, me sígue,

Que mañana me levante, 

Renovado y listo para ser testigo de 
ti, mi único Salvador.

Amén.

Prayer: Because the Spirit Is Our Compass
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For 60 years 
I had no idea 
that one of my 
heart valves 
was flawed 
from an in-
herited trait 
called a bi-
cuspid aortic 
valve.  About 
1.5% of people 
have this, and 
it is usually 
discovered 
as a murmur 
during medi-

cal exams. Events from June 16 led to 
many tests and surgery on June 28.

Complications during and after 
surgery left a gap of three days in my 
memory. Family and friends have 
filled in many of the critical details 
which make me aware how fortunate 
I am to fully recover. I know now that 
many Hope members kept me in 
constant prayers. Prayers were also 
shared by my bedside during criti-
cal hours between surgeries.  Even 
hospital staff felt the power of “my 
angels” and encouraged Pastor Dave 
and my family during frequent visits.

God’s people know that much good 
results from painful circumstances. 
I have heard the word miracle used, 
but it is hard for me to imagine 
myself worthy of such a blessing. 
My growing impression is that this 
experience impacted the lives of 
several of my family and even some 
of the hospital staff. 

I talked with quite a few nurses and 
aides, and was uncharacteristically 
chatty. In fact, for the first two days 
after my respirator was removed I 
chuckled frequently during conver-
sations. If asked why I was laughing I 
just said, “because I can.”

August 6 was my first worship 
service back at Hope. It was a com-
munion Sunday that held extra 
meaning for the gift of blood. I had 
received 14 units of blood to sustain 
me over three days during and after 
surgeries. The sharing of Christ’s 
blood is a real, tangible experience I 
can now relate to life-saving trans-
fusions. Christ’s sacrifice and your 
prayers have literally saved my life.

Please Give a Prayer Transfusion 

I very much appreciate the many 
donors who gifted their blood used 
to sustain me over those three days. 
I would be extremely grateful if any 
readers of my story can combine a 
blood donation with a prayer for the 
future transfusion recipient. 

This has been a routine part of my 
life for 40 years. I won’t be allowed 
to give blood for at least 12 months, 
but hope to do so again. A growing 
list of factors prevent many people 
from donating their blood, so it is 
even more critical that the rest of us 
make the effort.

Blood, Sweat, and Prayers
by Brian Knutson
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My Love of Prayer
by Dawn Fedora

I love to pray. In fact, I can’t think of 
a time when I didn’t love to pray or 
wasn’t drawn to opportunities for 
prayer. Hope Church’s reputation as a 
praying congregation was one of the 
(many) factors that initially drew me 
in, and one that has kept me there 
since becoming a member.

In June of 2001, as many know, the 
original site of Camp Ojibway (now 
Hope Shores) was destroyed by an 
F-3 tornado. The Camp Ministry Team, 
which I was a part of at the time, was 
closely involved with the process of 
determining a new site for the camp 
facility. This led to many occasions for 
my love of prayer to be deepened and 
stretched.

While the Camp Team members were 
each individually seeking God’s direc-
tion through this process, we quickly 
realized we needed a time of team/
group prayer. Gathering on a Tuesday 
evening in the basement of Hope, we 
praised God, we confessed sin, and we 
offered thanks. Then we spent time 
asking God to direct our search for a 
new site for camp.

During our prayer time, I found I had 
a clear picture in my mind of cabins 
– dark red with sides made from logs 
– which I sketched for the others pray-
ing with me. It seemed that God was 
directing us to seek a property that 
would have such cabins.

A month later, the Camp Team headed 
out to view another possible loca-
tion for camp. As we walked over the 
small hill on the edge of the property, 
I took hold of Pastor Buck Day’s arm, 
pointed and said, “There’s the cabin 
God was showing us during our prayer 
time!” Buck looked ahead and this is 
what greeted us over the hill.

The rest of the story is a gift from God. 
His provision of a camp location has 
far exceeded what anyone envisioned. 
My love of prayer was stretched as I 
was reminded of the need to seek God, 
listen carefully, wait patiently for him 
to direct, and trust enough to follow 
his leading. We serve an awesome 
God!
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Praying On-Site with Insight
by Shelly Nelson

When I was asked 
if I would be willing 
to lead prayer walks 
throughout Rich-
field this summer 
for the people of 
Hope Church, I was 
hesitant. Although I 
love to pray and love 
Richfield, I had nev-
er gone on a prayer 
walk before and did 
not feel like I was 
the best candidate 
for the job.

After praying about it, learning 
what prayer walks can look like 
(thanks, friends!) and know-
ing that I wanted to support 
our church leaders so they can 
be free to minister where God 
leads them, I agreed to take on 
the leadership role. And it’s been 
fun!

We meet by Door 3 on the last 
Wednesday of the month at 
6:30 pm and walk the streets of 
Richfield focusing on specific 
parts of our community. We have 
a sheet of paper with specific 
items to pray for, verses to claim 
and good walking shoes on. We 
break off into smaller groups of 
2-3 people and prayer walk for 
about an hour. Anyone can come 
and no special prayer experience 
is needed. 

In June, we focused on our 
neighbors, our community lead-
ers, relationships Hope has with 
the city, and for the Holy Spirit to 
shine bright in Richfield. In July, 
we focused our prayers on the 
Richfield Police Department. 

As we circled around the station, 
we prayed for the 44 officers 
working to serve and protect 
our city, the staff that supports 
them and all of their families. 
Each month brings on a new 
focus to our prayers. 

We look forward to continuing 
this practice into the school 
year. Prayer is an amazing tool 
that God has gifted us - and 
called us to use. Please join us 
if you can. We have so many op-
portunities to answer His call!

"And pray in the Spirit
on all occasions 

with all kinds of prayers
and requests."  

Ephesians 6:18
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Sundaes on Wednesdays

Ice Cream!

Soccer!

Drama Team!
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WHAT’S AHEAD 
THIS PROGRAM YEAR

As we lean into “Creating a Cross-
over Community – Moved by Jesus, 
Toward One Another,” the session 
and staff have established three 
goals for the coming year.  

We are moved by Jesus 
to move toward him. [DEEPER]

We are moved by Jesus 
toward our communities 
near and far. [WIDER]

We are moved by Jesus 
to move toward one another
at Hope Church. [CLOSER]

The Hope staff has developed a 
ministry plan to achieve these goals 
through strategies and measurable 
outcomes. Building relationships, 
creative ministry opportunities, 
Bible study, events, and programs 
all play a part in achieving these 
goals. 

We hope you will join in!

September Start-up
Sunday, September 10

Fall worship begins 
Continental refreshments 
Sunday FUNday for children
Breakfast Club for students
Equipping Hour for adults

Wednesday Programs begin
September 13  
Soul Training for adults

September 20  
KWAM for children
Small groups for students

Golf Classic 
Crystal Lake Golf Club
Saturday, September 16

Check in at 6:45 am; shot gun starts 
at 7:30 am. Entry fee $85 (15 and 
under $50) includes golf, cart, and 
lunch. 

Proceeds will benefit Hope Shores 
Bible Camp, Youth and Men’s Min-
istries. Contact Rex Cooper: cooper-
rexj@gmail.com.

Wednesday Night Worship
6:30 pm, Sanctuary

On the fourth Wednesday of every 
month, we will gather as a church to 
worship together in the Sanctuary. 
These will be creative, participatory 
services where our congregation can 
cross over together to worship and 
receive from God in ways that might 
be slightly different than what we do 
on Sunday mornings.

September 27
Enacting God’s Story

October 25 
A Legacy of Faith

November 22
Offering our Thanksgiving

Pastor David’s Anniversary
Pastor David celebrates 15 years 
of ministry at Hope Church this 
November! We are blessed and 
thankful for his leadership.

Coming this Fall
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Walk4Water 
A great way for families to provide 
access to safe water in needy areas! 
Sunday, September 24 
Veteran’s Park (64th and Portland) 

Noon 
Registration begins  
($15 suggested donation)

12:30 pm  
Program and walk 

1:15 pm      
Picnic with American, Liberian, 
and Lao food

This year’s walk will raise funds 
for projects in Laos, Liberia, and 
Burundi.

TRUE Talks Girls’ Night
ideas that are better than good
Friday, September 29
7:00 pm, Social Events Room

Some ideas are good. Some are 
better than others.  And then there 
are those ideas that are better than 
good. 

Free smoothies!

Why not invite your friends?

A Robust Theology 
of Beauty Seminar
with Rev. Dr. Laura Smit
Saturday, October 28
9:00 am - noon
Social Events Room 

Reverend Dr. Lau-
ra Smit is Profes-
sor of Theology at 
Calvin College and 
Assistant Pastor 
at Good Shep-
herd Presbyterian 
Church (ECO) in 

Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Did you know that our God, the cre-
ator of all things, is . . . beautiful? The 
psalmist was convinced: “One thing 
have I asked of the Lord, that will I 
seek after: that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
Lord” (Psalm 27:4). 

Set aside this Saturday morning 
to ask God to open our eyes and 
hearts to his pervasive and practical 
beauty. 
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Fall Community Meals 
Wednesdays, September 27, 
October 25, November 22
5:30 pm 
North Social Events Room 
Gather with the Hope community 
to share a meal before our monthly 
Wednesday night worship gathering. 

This is Hope 
Sunday, October 15
10:00 am and 12:30 pm
Atrium  
Want to learn more about Hope 
Church? Join the pastors for an infor-
mal gathering to get a snapshot of 
Hope’s mission, values, and vision.

Fall Covenant Member Class  
Sundays, November 5 and 12
12:30 - 2:00 pm 
Dickson Chapel 
Interested in becoming a covenant 
member of our crossover commu-
nity at Hope Church? Join us for our 
membership class where we’ll share 
a meal, meet the pastors, and learn 
about how to get involved at Hope. 
Contact Megan Slinger (megan@
hope-pc.org) if you’d like to partici-
pate.

SAVE THE DATE!
Community Christmas 
Celebration
Saturday, December 2
This is a great oppor-
tunity to invite your 
family, friends and 
neighbors!

Celebration Choir 
Christmas Musical
Emmanuel—God with Us  
Sunday, December 10
8:45 and 11:00 am

In the celebration of Christmas, 
we all enjoy the meaningful family 
traditions, inspiring programs and 
pageantry, the beloved carols, and all 
of the sights, sounds and smells of 
the season. 

But in the midst of it all, there is one 
basic and central message which 
pervades all that transpires in this 
holy season: Emmanuel — God with 
Us! This personal gift from God is tru-
ly the greatest of all Christmas gifts!

Plan to sing in the Celebration Choir.  
Contact Dean Palermo with any 
questions, 612/866-4055, ext. 3136.

Rehearsals:
Wednesdays, November 29
and December 6
6:30 – 8:00 pm, Choir Room

Saturday, December 9
10:00 am – noon, Sanctuary

Invite a friend!
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As we begin a new year in ministry in 
September, we have made some adjust-
ments to our staff to better support our 
vision of creating a crossover community 
– moved by Jesus, toward one another.

Executive Minister Kim Laufenburger 
moves from 30 to 40 hours. With these 
expanded hours, Kim has increased 
responsibility in leading the Hope staff.  
She will focus on creating and nurturing 
a crossover emphasis in our staff rela-
tionships, encouraging ministry areas to 
share in deep collaboration.

KC DiNardo will now serve as Associ-
ate Pastor for Faith Engagement. In this 
position, KC will lead in creating a deeper 
culture of evangelism at Hope Church.  
She will teach biblical foundations of 
evangelism and practical strategies that 
have in view the five thresholds of faith  
that we studied this past Lent. 

BJ Skoog will serve in a new position, 
the Director of Community Engagement 
(20 hours). BJ will help us move out into 
our neighborhoods, schools, businesses, 
and local governing agencies. We aim 
to create a crossover community with 
our city and congregation. BJ will help us 
better come to know Richfield’s people, 
culture(s), leaders, challenges, and joys. 

Community Engagement and Faith 
Engagement will be closely connected. 
Both are vitally important in creating a 
crossover community. Community En-
gagement means building relationships 
of love and service to the people of our 
city, getting us “out there;” Faith Engage-
ment means calling people to walk in 
faith with Jesus and in commitment to 
his church, inviting them in here.  

BJ Skoog will also serve as Director of 
Student Ministries (20 hours). He will 
work closely with Darby Voeks, our new 
Senior High Student Minister/Young 
Life Partner (40 hours). We are glad to 
welcome Darby back to Hope Church and 
Richfield!

Cesar Castillejos, Area Director for Rich-
field Young Life, will continue to have his 
office in our student ministry depart-
ment. He will continue to shepherd Young 
Life and lead middle school ministries 
(in partnership between Hope and Young 
Life). 

In addition, Cesar will serve at Hope 
Church as Minister for Preaching and 
Presence (10 hours). He will preach on 
some Sunday mornings and some 
Wednesday evenings, teach in adult, stu-
dent, and children’s ministries, and offer 
in the name of Jesus the ministry of pres-
ence to guests, friends, and members in 
our facility as well as to the people of our 
community.

Library Notes

Memories From a Grateful Heart 
by Eileen Voth
"87 Years of Memorable Experiences – 
How did I get this old so fast?"  

This is a wonderful book in which 
Eileen Voth shares her experiences 
from a lifetime. Her love for Jesus is 
evident in every page. 

The Road to Shalom, One Man’s Journey 
Out of the Great Depression 
by Robert Brantly 
This book tells the story of the Great 
Depression through the eyes of a 
young boy whose family struggled 
to survive in Texas, of his life after 
and how he found God in a burning 
airplane.

Before We Were Yours 
by Lisa Wingate 
Readers of Orphan Train and The 
Nightingale will love this book. This is 
a tale of a family ripped apart by the 
Tennessee Children’s Home Society 
scandal. This novel is based on one 
of America’s most notorious real-life 
scandals.

Other Books:    
Forty to Life 
by Dave Jackson
Safe in the Shepherd’s Arms 
by Max Lucado 
Note to Self 
by Joe Thorn
Sandpiper Cove 
by Irene Hannon  
and many more!

Sta   ng the Vision
by David Lenz
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18 Years Ago...
by  Michelle Wanous
Eighteen years ago when David and Kim 
answered the call to be our next camp di-
rectors, they were newly married and had 
just graduated from college. They were 
young and probably somewhat naive, but 
they simply wanted to put their faith into 
action. They grew up at Hope, spent their 
childhood summers at camp and served 
as counselors, so their acceptance of this 
position seemed, quite frankly, perfect. 

I want to tell you about the most impor-
tant legacy that they have left -- the leg-
acy of Jesus. They have helped to guide 
and grow thousands of young kids’ and 
adults’ faiths in Jesus -- not just through 
their curriculum but the countless hours 
of walking alongside campers and staff 
members, mentoring them in their walk 
with Christ, even after camp was over.

There are probably hundreds of people 
who could give testimony to the posi-
tive impact they have had on their life 
and faith. Our own three children would 
speak of how their faith is nurtured and 
developed at camp. Our kids can’t ever 
get enough of camp because it is a place 
where they feel special, honored and near 
to Jesus. 

Over the next 18+ years, David and Kim 
will have the honor of watching the 
ministry God has built through them 
continue to spread. They helped foster 
the faith of so many young adults who 
will continue their legacy by passing on 
their strong faith in Jesus to other young 
people. In Proverbs 11:30 it says, “The 
fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and 
he who wins souls is wise.” David and 
Kim’s ministry has been rooted in Jesus, 
and their hard work and dedication has 
stretched like the branches of a tree to 
many, many people. 

We honor David and Kim for the amaz-
ing work that God has allowed to happen 
through them, for the lives they have 
touched, for the dedication they have 
shown, and for the souls they have won 
for Jesus. 2 Timothy 4:7 says, “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Now there is 
in store for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that day -- and not only 
to me but also to all who have longed for 
his appearing.” Well done, good and faith-
ful servants David and Kim, well done!

Reflections from David and Kim
As we sense this season of ministry 
drawing to a close, our hearts are filled 
with gratitude. Early in our ministry,           
I remember a wise friend telling us, 
"Don’t let this ministry take over your 
lives." I can’t say that we heeded his 
advice – but more that God got a hold of 
our hearts. I remember reading from 
1 Thessalonians one of our first summers 
as directors and this thought deeply 
captured what I felt our calling was as 
directors. 

"Because we loved you so much, we were 
delighted to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but our lives as well." 
1 Thessalonians 2:8

And so we have. It’s with grateful hearts 
that we step away. Grateful that God 
allowed us to be a part of his Kingdom 
building, grateful that God used our gifts, 
and that we got front row seats to God’s 
mighty work. Thank you, people of Hope, 
for your support, for your encouragement, 
for helping us grow, for trusting us with 
your children, young adults and families. 
We can never fully put into words what 
this has meant to us or the precious 
memories that we will forever hold dear 
(side note…keep sharing them because 
we are growing forgetful!)

We’d be remiss if we didn’t take this        
moment to say thanks to:

-Our camp ministry team members 
that span 18 years. We would have been 
lost without you.

-Our camp staff – you are what kept us 
going all these summers. You hold a part 
of our hearts.

-Our extended family and friends that 
are family. You are the ones who loved 
on our kids, fed us and did the driving 
we couldn’t do. You are our true ministry 
partners.

-And to our kids…Cooper, Eli and Lau-
ren…thanks for the sacrifices you have 
made for mom and dad to share our 
hearts and love with so many other kids. 
We pray that being a part of camp will 
forever shape you and keep you close to 
Jesus.

David and I are the biggest fans of Hope 
Shores and what God does there. We will 
keep praying and cheering this ministry 
on. It belongs to the Lord, and we are con-
fident that he who began a good work at 
camp will be faithful to complete it.

**A special thanks for the reception held 
in our honor on July 30. We were over-
whelmed by the number of people that 
came, the words shared, cards written, 
and gifts given. We are humbled.

Rooted in Jesus
On July 30, we recognized David and Kim Laufenburger, who concluded their ministry 
as camp directors at the end of this season -- their 18th. Thank you!
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The Scoop

Breakfast Club 
(6th - 12th grades) 
Begins September 10
Sundays, 10:00 – 10:50 am
Youth Room

Small Groups 
(6th - 12th grades) 
Starts September 20
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 7:45 pm

High School Young Life 
Starts September 18
Mondays, 6:30 - 8:15 pm

Middle School Young Life 
Starts September 21
Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:00 pm

High School Fall Camp 
at Castaway
November 10 - 12

Middle School Fall Camp 
at Castaway
November 17 – 19

All Youth Event at Sky Zone 
Saturday, October 14

Sunday FUNday 
Team Training Night
Wednesday, September 6
6:30 pm, Enter Door #6 
All Sunday morning volunteers 
(nursery, preschool, Hospitality 
Hub, special needs and Sunday 
FUNday) will gather to get equipped 
for the year and unite in prayer for 
the families at Hope Church.

Sunday FUNday Begins
Sunday, September 10
10:00 am, Enter Door #6
Bring your families for this sacred 
time each Sunday, where all chil-
dren (Infants - 5th grade) are in-
vited to learn about Jesus through 
God’s Word. 

Sunday Kids’ Church Continues
Sunday, September 10
11:00 am, Kids’ Church Room
Kids (K-5th grade) join their fami-
lies in worship and are dismissed 
to Kids’ Church during the service. 
Teens are welcomed to join us and 
help be leaders.

CHILDREN STUDENTSKWAM Team Training Night
Wednesday, September 13
6:30 – 7:45 pm, Enter Door #3 
All KWAM leaders will gather to 
get equipped for the year and 
unite in prayer for the children 
God will bring to KWAM each 
week. 

KWAM Begins
Wednesday, September 20
6:30 – 7:45 pm, Enter Door #3 
K – 5th grade Kids Will Always 
Matter at KWAM and love the 
worship, games, Bible stories 
and snacks we share each week.

For information on Sunday and 
Wednesday programs, contact Heidi 
Connors: heidi@hope-pc.org.

Monday Playgroup
Mondays
Beginning September 14
10:00 – 11:30 am, Enter Door #7 
Parents and grandparents with 
young children at home are wel-
comed to gather in our Sunday 
morning preschool room space 
for safe play for the kids and 
good conversation with each 
other.

Contact Erin Carr: erinkellycarr@
gmail.com or Emily Gooch: Emi-
lybgooch@gmail.com if you’re 
interested in coming. 
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The Scoop

ADULTS

Equipping Hour
Sunday — 10:00 am

Oasis Learning Community
Begins September 10
South Social Events Room
Seasoned leaders from around the 
Twin Cities address topics from 
a biblical perspective. Contact 
Brian Flakne: 952/890-7164 or Ken 
Greener 612/823-7155.

Speakers:
September 10
 Maren and Daniel Chettri, 
 outreach to hikers in DarJeelin,  
 India

September 17
 Dawn Adams, director of the  
 BUILD program, Bethel University

October 1, 15
 Kathleen Macosko, outreach 
 program in Egypt and the Middle  
 East

November 5, 12, 19
 Dr. Carl Rasmussen, 
 Professor Emeritus of Old 
 Testament at Bethel University

How Deep the Father’s 
Love for Us
September 10 - October 22
Gym
Love is the most misunderstood 
word and yet it’s mentioned 
roughly 800 times in the Bible. 
Find out why in this study of 1 
John! With Bob Johnston and 
Gloria Wiese.

The Bottom Line
November 5 - 26
Gym
Find your rhythm and learn to 
walk in the Spirit through a 
study of the book of Micah. With 
Bryan Bateman (Director of the 
Anselm House), a team of U of 
MN students, and Gloria Wiese. 

Advent Crossover Gathering
December 3 - 17
South Social Events Room
With the Oasis Learning 
Community

Friendship class for adults 
with special needs in Room H130. 
Contact Lisa Nygaard: jerisnay@
gmail.com.

Wednesday, 10:00 am or 6:30 pm 
Begins September 13
Dickson Chapel
Learn how Scripture brings us 
into the presence of Jesus. Read-
ing schedule and group discus-
sions. Bring friends! Childcare 
available. Contact Gloria Wiese: 
gloria@hope-pc.org.

Train your Soul to Listen
“The sheep hear his voice … and 
they follow him, for they know 
his voice” (John 10:3-4).

Soul Training provides coaching 
assistance in reading Scripture 
with an ear to hearing the Lord. 
This Bible-reading schedule will 
increase our awareness of God’s 
presence so we can follow the 
Spirit’s lead, live as lights in the 
world, and engage in kingdom 
work.

Gather together on Wednesdays 
to experience reflective prayer 
and explore the weekly readings 
together.

In the Sanctuary on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month to 
encounter a more worshipful 
dimension of discipleship.

Pick up a free Soul Training 
booklet in the Link. 
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The Scoop

ADULTS

Small Group Network

Women’s Groups:
2nd Monday every month
1:00 pm, Atrium
Contact Louise Anderson at 
612/869-3040.

Keeping Company with Jesus
Thursdays, September 14
-December 7
9:15 – 11:30 am, Courtyard 
Room Sacred Rhythms par-
ticipant guide $10 (payable on 
September 14). Childcare pro-
vided upon request. Contact 
Kristen Maas: kristenmaas@
gmail.com.

GriefShare 
Wednesdays, September 27 -
December 20
1:00 - 2:30 pm, Dickson Chapel
GriefShare offers hope in times 
of loss. Contact Leslee Day: 
leslee@hope-pc.org. 
  
Prayers for Prodigals 
1st and 3rd Mondays
Starts September 18
6:30 - 8:00 pm, Dickson Chapel
Encouraging parents with chil-
dren of any age. Contact Sheryl 
Hjellming: sheryl@hope-pc.org.

Mentoring in Faith 
Engage in meaningful conversa-
tions about life in Christ. Contact 
Linda Dahl at 651/454-8127.
  
Home Groups
Meets in various locations
Walk through all stages of life 
with an eternal perspective. 
Contact Gloria Wiese: gloria@
hope-pc.org.

Ongoing Fellowship 
Events

Pairs & Spares 
Everyone is welcome to monthly 
gatherings that feature catered 
meals and fun entertainment. 
Tickets ($15 each) on sale the two 
Sundays before the program. Con-
tact Marcia Boler at 612/869-3961.

This fall:
September 8 (6:00 pm)
 Higher Call quartet

October 13 (6:00 pm)
 Dan and Kory Everson, 
 Minnesota memories

November 9 (noon)
 Somewhat Dixieland Band

 

Women’s Sunday Lunch at 11:30 
All women are invited to meet at 
nearby restaurants after church. 
Contact Jean Kenzie at 612/866-
3176.

September 17
 Applebee’s, 9601 Lyndale Ave,  
 Bloomington

October 8
 Macy’s Lakeshore Grill
 Southdale Center, Edina

November 5
 Red Lobster, 1951 American Blvd,  
 Bloomington
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The Scoop

OUTREACH

Events

Refugee Trauma 
Healing Workshop 
Sponsored by Arrive Ministries (Rajo)
Saturday, September 9
8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Registration begins 8:00 am
Social Events Room
As we reach out to refugees in our 
community, we will encounter 
many who have experienced major 
trauma. 

This workshop explores pathways 
to emotional healing for those in 
refugee communities who have ex-
perienced loss, dislocation and the 
horrors of war, insecurity and the 
refugee camp experience.
To register:  
rajo@arriveministries.org

Families Moving Forward
September 10-17
Welcome homeless families to 
Hope Church by providing meals, 
serving as evening hosts, or staying 
overnight. Contact dwasilensky@
juno.com with questions or to sign 
up to help.

Classes

 
American Culture Class
Tuesdays, September through May
Begins September 19
9:30 am – Noon
Courtyard Room
Women from many countries and cultures build friend-
ships through cooking, crafts, and other activities together. 
Childcare is provided for a small fee. Contact Lois Swanson 
at 952/435-3796 or loisaswanson@gmail.com.

Parent Share
Thursdays, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Room H132, Enter at Door #1
A place where parents (and grandparents) can support one 
another in parenting and other issues that affect families. 
Facilitated by a certified parent coach. Contact Peggy Turn-
bull at peggy@hope-pc.org for more information.
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Ways to Serve
Contact Peggy@hope-pc.org for 
information about these and other 
outreach opportunities.

Community Emergency Service 
Food Shelf
Saturdays:  September 9, 
October 14, November 11
8:30 am – Noon
Pack and deliver groceries to 
neighbors in the Phillips neigh-
borhood who qualify for free 
food, but are unable to get to the 
food shelf because of physical or 
mental limitations.

Give a gift of time 
at Centennial Elementary
in Richfield
1)   Volunteer as a mentor for a 
student 
2)   Help distribute weekend food 
(from The Sheridan Story and 
VEAP) in backpacks for children 
to take home for the weekend--1 
hour Friday mornings during the 
school year

Contact Nancy Slinger at nsling-
er2@comcast.net for more infor-
mation.

The Scoop

OUTREACH

USA Homestays – Host a student
1)  Welcome a Middle Eastern 
student to live in an extra room in 
your home for 3 months of more 
(stipend provided.)

2)  Do periodic activities with 
students as a friendship family.

3)  Invite students to your 
Thanksgiving meal.

Contact Ben at benr@usahome-
stays.org or 612/770-0031.

Vine and Branches
Offers affordable clothing and 
household items for a small price.

Store hours:  
Wednesday 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 
Saturday  10:00 am – 1:00 pm

Tuesdays: sort, hang, and steam 
clothing, price donations, stock 
and clean the store.

Saturdays: store clerks needed, 
2nd, 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the 
month

Contact Heidi at 612/866-1359 or 
vineandbranches@hope-pc.org.
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Over 400 served!

Rainy night!

Welcome!

Community BBQ
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WITH OUR SYMPATHY 
AND PRAYERS TO THE...

 - Roeglin family in the loss of 
Lola on May 28

 - Drayer and Lillehei families in 
the loss of Dee on June 1

 - Kennedy and Schmit families 
in the loss of Marilyn on June 1

 - Winkel family in the loss of 
Suzy on June 4

 - Carlson and Ford families in 
the loss of Lester’s sister on 
June 5

 - Hoekstra family in the loss of 
Ron’s mother on June 8

 - Mathews family in the loss of 
Pat’s sister on June 23

 - Steinbron family in the loss 
of Dr. Mel Steinbron on June 
25. Mel served as an Associate 
Pastor at Hope Church from 
1987-1997.

 - Nelson family in the loss of 
Shirley on June 28

 - Handt family in the loss of 
Peggy on July 17

 - Everson family in the loss of 
Bernie Knake on August 4

 - Schuenke family in the recent 
loss of Tom’s uncle

 - Hauer family in the loss of 
their sister-in-law on August 10

 - Sullivan family in the loss of 
Sue on August 13

BABIES 
Elizabeth Mae was born 
February 27 to Rob and Katie 
Schnizlein. Brian and Barb 
Schnizlein are her grandpar-
ents.

Delia Janice (above) was born 
May 4 to Jeremy and Laura 
Muehlbauer.

Son Johann was born June 4 
to Angel Sanchez (Hope cus-
todian) and Maribel.

Leanna Joy (above) was born 
July 14 to Michael and Rachel 
Schuler. Linda Heaner is her 
grandmother.

Archer Mark was born July 15 
to Ryan and Amanda Wah-
lund. Becky Wahlund is his 
grandmother. Dave and Betty 
Wade are his great-grandpar-
ents.

Tyler Ryan (above) was born 
July 17 to Jerek and Emily 
Fleener. Julie Boots is his 
grandmother.

Nicholas William (above) was 
born August 9 to Karl and 
Jamie Bratnober. Justin and 
Pat Bratnober are his grand-
parents.

NEXT DEADLINE
Noon Monday, 
November 13
(Covering December - 
February) Please send 
items to Leslee Day at 
leslee@hope-pc.org.
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