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Crossover People
by Gloria Wiese

God has always been leading his people to crossover from one place to another. After Abraham crossed over to the 
land God promised him, the people called him, "the Hebrew" (Genesis 14:13)—which means one who "crosses over" 
(i.e., immigrant). From the beginning, God’s people have been identified as a crossover people.

Crossover people: 

1. Enjoy freedom in worship. God delivered Israel as they crossed over the Red Sea. Why this crossover event? 
"Let my people go that they may worship me" (Exodus 8:1; 9:1). God leads his people to cross over so they may 
freely worship him.

2. Engage in (spiritual) battles, ride out storms, and encounter God’s power. "No one dawdled" when Israel 
crossed the Jordan River; in fact, they "crossed over in battle formation" (Joshua 4:1-13, the Message). Even 
Jesus’ disciples learned that just crossing over the Sea of Galilee meant heading into a storm (which Jesus 
calmed; Matthew 14:23-36)! Crossing over means heading into a few battles—and experiencing God’s mighty 
hand.

3. Commit themselves to intergenerational discipleship and depend on God’s Spirit. After crossing over the 
Jordan, Elisha boldly asked for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit (2 Kings 2:8-14). Suddenly, fiery chariots took 
the elder prophet to heaven! Elisha took up Elijah’s cloak and asked, "Where now is the LORD?" Crossing over 
requires the Spirit’s enablement to disciple the next generation of "prophets." 

4. Head toward the broken to heal and restore. Nehemiah crossed over some broken walls and said, "Face it, 
we’re in a bad way here. Jerusalem is a wreck . . . Come, let’s build" — to which the Jews responded, "We’re with 
you. Let’s get started" (Nehemiah 2:11-18, the Message). To cross over means to go toward the mess and "roll 
up our sleeves."

5. Cross over ethnic boundaries. Jesus repeatedly crisscrossed through Samaria (e.g., John 4:4-30; Luke 17:11-13). 
Were the disciples changed by his cross-cultural ministry? Crossing over in obedience benefits the ones who 
cross over and those we cross over to.

6. Surrender all so they can be moved by Jesus. After the Last Supper, Jesus "crossed the Kidron Valley" to pray at 
Gethsemane (John 18:1; Luke 22:40-42, NIV). Surely, to crossover will require us to say, "not our will, but yours, 
be done." 

Ready?
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When I started as a teacher in Hope’s 
School-Age Care program in 1988, I really 
didn’t expect to stay for very long. I guess 
God had different ideas, and I’m glad 
He did! Through Hope’s Preschool and 
School-Age Care programs, my staff and I 
have been able to cross over into the lives 
of children and families of Richfield.

Children come to us every day with all of 
their different needs and personalities, 
and we get to love them and share Jesus 
with them! Our staff often moves out be-
yond the walls of Hope in building rela-
tionships. We attend the sports activities 
and school activities of the kids in our 
program. As we get to know our children, 
we also build relationships with their 
families and are able to provide support 
as they work to raise their children.

We are grateful for the way Hope Church 
has shared its resources with our fami-
lies.

Perhaps one of the most fun ways I see 
God at work is in how He provides for our 
staffing. Many of our past and present 
staff are either Hope members or past 
parents or students. It is a great experi-
ence to continue building relationships in 
a new way. This summer I am super excit-
ed to be hiring three of our past students 
to our staff. I am looking forward to seeing 
how God can work in and through them.

I am thankful to God and to Hope Church 
for creating a place where we can share 
life with families in Richfield.

Crossing Over + Sharing Life
by Betsy Waltz
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Intentionality and generosity helped pave 
the way for our largest All-Youth Spring 
Retreat in recent years. In early May, 76 of 
us were at Hope Shores to experience an 
incredible weekend filled with fun games 
and great discussions about faith in Je-
sus. There were 57 middle school and high 
school students representing over 15 dif-
ferent schools. The students came from 
different types of communities, bringing 
with them plenty of different perspec-
tives and life experiences. Some of the 
students had been to Hope Shores more 
than 10 times, while some were there for 
their first time. 

We also had 19 adult leaders who invest-
ed their time and energy serving our stu-
dents. Like the students, our leaders rep-
resented several different communities 
and brought a variety of life experiences 
to the table. All that to say, we had quite 
a diverse group of students and leaders 
sharing a powerful spirit-filled weekend 
at Hope Shores. Something beautiful hap-
pens when you take people from all walks 
of life and get to the feet of Jesus. That is 

what our student min-
istries staff desired 
and intended to create. 
We were committed to 
the vision of creating a 
crossover community 
with our students and 
getting to the feet of 
Christ. God was faithful. 
And something beauti-
ful took place. 

Intentionality

At a recent staff train-
ing, the president of 
Young Life Newt Cren-
shaw said, “If you do 
not intentionally in-

clude people, you will unintentionally 
exclude them.” The problem in the past 
has been that we were unintentionally 
excluding some students from attending 
the Spring Retreat. For some students, 
the decision to come to the retreat hinges 
on their schedule; their availability. For 
many of the students, the decision is not 
based on their availability but their abil-
ity. Their schedules are open, but their 
ability to pay what we were charging for 
the weekend hindered them from coming. 
With a deep desire for ALL to come to the 
retreat and experience Hope Shores, our 
student ministries team was intentional 
about making that happen. We asked the 
question, “What if we could get the cost 
down to $20?”

Generosity

In pursuit of getting the retreat cost down 
to $20 and filling two buses for the Spring 
Retreat, KC DiNardo had conversations 
with people to cast the vision. God was 

faithful through one cheerful giver who 
caught the vision and decided to give 
a very generous gift that allowed us to 
charge $20 for the weekend. The young 
adult group and our Young Life leaders 
also caught the vision and made dona-
tions to pay for several registrations so 
some students could go for FREE.

Intentionality and Generosity got us to 
Hope Shores, but only God knew what 
He wanted to do when we got there. The 
theme for the weekend was “Labels.” We 
discussed what we label ourselves and 
how other people label us. We unpacked 
some of the unhealthy labels we live into, 
but landed on the label of “Loved” that 

Jesus gives us. Several of the students 
and leaders experienced the freedom that 
comes from that label. Chains of bondage 
were broken and many of the students 
came home with a clearer understanding 
of their identity in Christ. 

As we continue to create a crossover com-
munity with our students, pray that our 
team stays committed to the vision. God 
has shown Himself to be faithful when we 
are fearless. May we continue trust in Him 
and honor the movement that is stirring 
with our young people at Hope.  

Pursuing a Vision
and Experiencing His Faithfulness
by Cesar Castillejos
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A Promising Garage Sale
by Lois Swanson

Did you know you could cross over boundaries 
by having a garage sale? That’s what happened 
with Karen, one of the childcare workers for the 
American Life and Culture Class when she met Tu, 
a young woman from Vietnam. Tu is pictured with 
Emily Taylor (left) and Josephine Aruldas (middle).

Tu has crossed many barriers in her life. She had 
a difficult childhood, losing her father when she 
was only eight years old. Her mother struggled to 
send her to college, but Vietnam proved a hard 
place to remain true to her Christianity. 

In order to pass college exams, she was required 
to give assent to Communist doctrine. This she 
simply wouldn’t do. She made her way to the US, 
eventually ending up at St. Cloud State, where she 
met her husband, also from Vietnam.

Tu and her husband moved to the Twin Cities, 
where she knew no one. After two miscarriages, 
she was thrilled to be pregnant with twin boys! 
She looked for baby clothes online, and found a 
promising garage sale in Richfield. There Karen 
and Tu struck up a conversation. 

The following day, Karen felt led to step out of her 
comfort zone and contact Tu, asking if she would 
be interested in a class for international women. 

Tu came to Hope’s Culture Class and immediately 
felt welcomed by the kindness of the ladies there. 
She enjoyed the laughter that flowed freely. By the 

third time she attended, she felt she truly belonged.  Tu now attends the class faithfully, 
and she especially enjoys the time spent reading Bible stories and hearing other’s in-
sights.

Women like Tu have crossed over many barriers to come here, and for those of us in Cul-
ture Class, we have only to cross over a small barrier of language and culture and are 
rewarded with relationships that enrich our lives.

If you know any international women who would enjoy friendship and support, would you 
be willing to cross over like Karen did, and tell them about Culture Class? Feel free to pick 
up a flyer in the Link that you can share.
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Crossing Over
Pursuits and Declarations

Hope Church was founded in 1954 in the heart of Richfield, Minnesota — and 
the size and diversity of city and church alike have grown rapidly since then. 

At Hope, the intersection of people is not just our reality but our mission: 
to create a crossover community gathered around Jesus’ love. A community 
where people of all ages and stages learn from each other, service and friend-
ship are intertwined, and friends from near and far don’t just co-exist but see 
each other as neighbors. 

And each of us has a key part to play in building this crossover community. 
Because when we open ourselves to Jesus’ love, He moves us toward one an-
other—so that our lives, neighborhoods, and the metro area might experience 
more of His perfect love.

How we pursue creating a crossover community:

    Discipleship.  Because God created us to know him.

    Presence.  Because love draws near.

    Partnership. Because we can do more for the Kingdom together.

    Prayer.  Because the Spirit is our compass.

    Imagination.  Because God is always doing a new thing.

    Action.  Because Jesus said "go."

Our declarations:

We won’t just share space.  We will cross over + share life.

We won’t just serve.    We will cross over + befriend.

We won’t just coexist.   We will cross over + co-create.

We won’t just say.   We will cross over + do.

We won’t just settle.   We will cross over + imagine.
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April 2 was a special day in worship as 
we launched a new season of ministry at 
Hope Church. There were many special 
moments and great reflections shared. 
Kit Troedson spoke of Hope’s legacy and 
Justin Bratnober shared about our col-
lective bright spots and longings as a 
church. Their thoughts are insightful and 
helpful as we embrace the direction God 
is leading Hope Church.

A STORIED LEGACY
by Kit Troedson

When we look to the Cross – we begin to 
understand the sheer magnitude of what 
Jesus has done for us. The all-powerful, 
everlasting God crossed every boundary 
just to be with us – to love us – and to save 
us. He doesn’t just show us the way – He 
IS the way – and Hope Church has always 
understood that.

From the beginning, we have been a place 
to be in relationship with God and with 
each other. Just as Jesus crossed bound-
aries, we have crossed boundaries. We 
have leaned in to prayer and leaned out to 
the world. We are a community with deep 
roots in Richfield – but with branches that 
reach halfway around the world.  We share 
a passion for Jesus that has spanned gen-
erations, cultures. and income brackets.

Back in the ‘50s, that last part was easy 
because we had no money! This was the 
"do-it-yourself" era, which meant if you 
were a lawyer, a doctor, a carpenter – what-
ever your talents - they went to the church 
because there was no money to hire out.  

Hope’s charter members were intention-
al in their faith and aspirational in their 
dreams. They dared to HOPE. They went 
out into the neighborhood, knocking on 
doors and inviting people to worship. 

As the church grew, fundraising became 
the norm – bazaars, dinners and rum-
mage sales. The men sold Christmas 
trees and the women cooked meals. 

Carolyn Ring once told me, "We would buy 
the food, sell the tickets, make the din-
ners, and buy the leftover food to take 
home." It was a lot of work but also a lot 
of fun – because the common cause that 
united them created deep bonds of friend-
ship that would last a lifetime. 

These were Hope’s earliest innovators – 
creative, but ordinary people – directed 
by God to do things that bore fruit beyond 
their wildest imagination. They started a 
drive-in church hoping to draw people in. 
They had no idea it would be a great min-
istry to the disabled and mentally chal-
lenged – or the inspiration behind a later 
ministry called Happy Hopers.  

They bought a family camp – literally on 
a hope and a prayer – never realizing it 
would attract generations of kids from 
all over the metro – producing hundreds 
of faith stories, lifelong friendships – and 
even a few marriages!

In that first decade, we started the chil-
dren and youth ministries and Vacation 
Bible School. We sponsored our first mis-
sionaries – our first refugees. We helped 
mission churches in Duluth, Grand Rap-
ids, and Alaska.

Bob Dickson came to Hope as senior pas-
tor in 1961 and led us into spiritual matu-
rity and a deeper relationship with Jesus. 
As a result of his Deeper Life Conferences 
– many people re-engaged themselves 
with Christ.  

The winds of the Holy Spirit blew might-
ily in the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s and there 
was tremendous growth in the church. As 
people moved closer to Jesus, they moved 
closer to each other – in the neighborhood, 

in the city – and in places like Africa and 
Asia.  

The youth programs became stronger and 
stronger. Young Life was based at Hope 
Church – and most everyone recruited as 
YL leaders came out of Hope Church. It is 
a tradition that remains very much alive 
today.

Kids got to meet adults outside of the 
church context – which made for a whole 
different relationship.  It was never about 
the programs – it was about going where 
people already were – and pouring the love 
of Jesus into them. As Cesar would say:  
It’s ministry the way Jesus would do it.

And while all this was happening outside 
our doors, more and more was happening 
inside. Thanks to the foresight, faithful-
ness and fundraising of Hope’s people, we 
have this extraordinary facility that en-
ables us to share our space and serve our 
community and many others with count-
less ministries.

I’ll never forget something Richard Davis, 
one of Hope’s pastors in the ‘80s, told me 
some time ago.  He said: "We came in on 
other people’s shoulders. There was an 
attitude and a spirit that had been there 
long before we came, and we were infect-
ed by all those things rather than the ones 
who established those things. We fit into 
something big and wonderful that had al-
ready been there to envelop us."

I’m sharing this with you today because 
the storied legacy of Hope Church is a big 
part of our DNA.  To know where we go from 
here, we need to know who we are and how 
we got here – because it helps us to see 
and understand the context for the chap-
ter that is unfolding before us now.

Learning a New Language
Launch Day - April 2, 2017
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OUR STORY
by Justin Bratnober

We have spent this entire program year 
in storytelling. Today is no different. Very 
simply, today is the story of us. It is the 
story of Hope Church – the past, the pres-
ent and the future.  

Every so often, healthy organizations take 
a step back, reflect, refocus then step for-
ward. It is a time to pause, look back at 
where they have been, assess their situa-
tion then adjust the course going forward. 
That’s just what we have done. We took a 
long hard look at who we are, what we are 
made of, what we are doing, and where 
we are going. The process had its start a 
few years ago, and has been an ongoing 
dynamic since. But, it all comes to fruition 
today. 

It was prompted by our departure from 
the PCUSA then affirming our place in 
Richfield by making a 1.3 million dollar 
repurchase of our property. It gained mo-
mentum when we joined ECO – a new de-
nomination of people just like us, with a 
passion for building flourishing churches 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ. It then 
culminated with a startling realization. 
Times have changed. Be it good, bad or 
in between, things are different now - at 
Hope, in Richfield, and in our nation. 

Today’s Story

We turned to Open Book Communications 
to help us think through our new realities, 
and how best to approach this "brave new 
world" we find ourselves in. Doing so in-
cluded refreshing our logo, our website 
and the language we use to express our-
selves. 

They took a thoughtful, disciplined, and 
deliberate approach. Job One was to do 
their own in-depth discovery of who we 
are, and what we are all about. They were 
objective, and had no other agenda than 
getting to the heart of Hope Church. 

They read our materials. They attended 
worship and other programs, and they 
observed our ministries at work. They 
conducted a series of formal interviews, 
and they just hung out, listened in on our 
conversations, and engaged us in casual 
conversation.  

What do you suppose they found? They 
found the story of us. And that’s a very 
good thing.  They drilled down right to the 
center, of the center, of the center of Hope 
Church. It enabled us to make sense of our 
present situation and what to do about it. 
They summarized their findings for us 
in two main, dominant themes – Bright 
Spots and Longings. 

The bright spots are what is best about 
us. They are our strengths. They are the 
things that make us stand apart. They are 
uniquely our own. The longings consist of 
the deepest, heartfelt desires we have for 
our church, for one another, and for the 
work we do. They speak to things where 
we are lacking and wanting. They will chal-
lenge us. But they will move us. 

As I summarize these for you, understand 
that this is about us. These are the things 
we share in common. They are not the 
pastor’s, the session’s, the staff’s or be-
longing to any particular group or minis-
try. They are ours, collectively. 

Bright spots

1)  A storied legacy

This is about a shared history and how 
we got to where we are today. 

2)  A sense of opportunity

The Lord isn’t finished with us yet. There 
is excitement and anticipation at Hope 
Church. People are ready and hungry to 
step forward into something new.

3)  A dependence on prayer

This should come as no surprise to any-
one. We are a praying congregation. We 
are people that seek the Lord, and seek 
His Spirit. 

4)  A vital neighborhood presence
 
Our facilities are heavily used all week 
long for worship, education and ministry. 
We have a vital children and youth min-
istry. Our Richfield-Young Life partner-
ship is respected and widely recognized 
across the Twin Cities as a model for 
church and parachurch partnerships.

5)  An active, not passive, mindset

People of Hope roll up their sleeves and 
get things done. We have a culture of 
volunteerism and service. There is an 
entrepreneurial spirit and we take a cre-
ative approach toward things

6)  A defining commitment to Christ

While obvious to us, we were surprised 
by the comment Open Book made about 
this one. They don’t often find this quality 
in the churches they serve. They shared 
an encounter with one of our more senior 
members who looked them straight in 
the eyes, stuck out her finger and said, 
“There is one thing you need to know 
about Hope. We are all about Jesus here.” 

Con  nued--- 

Learning a New Language
Launch Day - Continued
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Longings

1)  A longing for focus

We need direction.  We have a lot going 
on, there is a lot of variety in our pro-
grams and ministries. There is a need 
and strong desire for integration, com-
mon purpose and the one thing that 
stands out above everything else we do 
or achieve.

2)  A longing for growth

This is a genuine concern about the age 
of our congregation, our numbers and 
attendance. But, it is every bit as much 
about our effectiveness in reaching the 
lost, serving people, and meeting real 
needs. 

3)  A longing for financial capacity

There is also a genuine concern for our 
financial well-being. But, it is more about 
having the tools and resources we need 
to make a difference in the work God is 
calling us to do.

5)  A longing for bridge-building

There are many moving parts to Hope, 
many different ministries, programs and 
people groups. There is a deep desire to 
work together in a cohesive, cooperative 
and well-coordinated effort. Richfield is 
now very different than it once was. 

Does this sound like us? Does it sound 
like us at our best? Does it sound like the 
things we care about and concerns we 
have for our future? 

Our New Story: 
The same, but different

It’s the same because we are the same. We 
are a people who love, worship, and serve 
the unchangeable, immutable Lord Jesus 
Christ. It comes from the place where we 
have always been. We are community 
moved by Jesus. We are still a people cen-
tered in Christ and sent in his love. 

It’s different because the look and the use 
of language are different. It’s different be-
cause we will need a different approach to 
reach the community and culture with a 
different mindset than we have ever en-
countered before. 

The greatest value that we received and 
Open Book delivered didn’t come in the 
form of a new logo, tag line, brand iden-
tity, big idea, mission statement, video 
or website. Nor was it from the addition 
of new furniture and other refreshing im-
provements we have made as a result of 
our work with them. It came in the clarity 
of who we are, what makes us tick, where 
our challenges lie, and what the Lord is 
calling us to do.

Learning a New Language
Launch Day - Continued
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MOVED BY JESUS TO MOVE 
TOWARDS HIM.

Summer Worship Themes
Moved by Jesus – Toward One Another 

Readings in the Gospel of Mark 
June 18 – August 20

We tend to think of our relationship with 
Jesus in individualistic terms, as the faith 
dynamic that is happening between me 
and the Lord. Often in the Gospel of Mark 
encounters with Jesus unfold in just that 
way. Someone approaches Jesus with a 
need. He ministers to them in loving and 
powerful ways. 

But that is seldom the end of the story. 
Again and again we see how people are 
moved by Jesus toward one another. To 
know Jesus is to be propelled beyond our-
selves toward others: to declare, to help, 
even to challenge.

June 4
The Day of Pentecost
The Sacrament of Communion
“The Gifts of the Spirit”
(1 Corinthians 12:1-11)
David Lenz preaching

June 11
The Rev. Dr. Richard Haney preaching
Executive Director, Frontier Fellowship

Richard brings a blend of pastoral and 
missions experience to Frontier Fellow-
ship. He came on staff in 2014 after serv-
ing as a missions pastor, new church de-
velopment pastor and interim pastor for 
over 35 years. He has a Master of Divinity 
from Gordon-Conwell Theological semi-
nary in Boston and a PhD from the Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies and Middlesex 
University (London). He serves as adjunct 
faculty at Gordon-Conwell and in other 
theological education capacities.

June 18
“Moved by Jesus – to Spread the News”
(Mark 1:40-45)
David Lenz preaching

June 25
“Moved by Jesus – to Help a Friend”
(Mark 2:1-12)
David Lenz preaching

July 2
The Sacrament of Communion
Psalm 23
Bruce Hillyer preaching
No Well tonight

July 9
“Moved by Jesus – to Host 
a Dinner Party”
(Mark 2:13-17)
David Lenz preaching

July 16
“Moved by Jesus – to Join the Team”
(Mark 3:13-19)
KC DiNardo preaching

July 23
“Moved by Jesus – to Stay at Your Post”
(Mark 5:1-20)
David Lenz preaching

July 30 – One Worship Service
10:00 am, Camp Sunday
David Laufenburger preaching

August 6
The Sacrament of Communion
“Moved by Jesus – to Speak 
of Repentance”
(Mark 2:13-17)
Bruce Hillyer preaching

August 13
“Moved by Jesus – to Perform 
Acts of Mercy”
(Mark 6:30-44)
KC DiNardo preaching
No Well tonight

August 20
“Moved by Jesus – to Crossover 
Boundaries”
(Mark 7:24-30)
David Lenz preaching

August 27
Dana Allin preaching
Synod Executive of ECO
Ordination and Installation of Officers

September 3
Labor Day Weekend
The Sacrament of Communion
(to be determined)

Share your story! 
We will continue sharing stories in wor-
ship. Do you have a story? Let us know! 
Contact Kim Laufenburger at kim@
hope-pc.org. 

Summer Opportunities
Our goal is to have each Hope attender commit to at least one crossover opportunity this summer 
and INVITE someone new to join you!
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Small Group Network
Book Club
Tuesdays, June 6 – 27
6:00 pm, Room H130

The Benedict Option: A Strategy for Chris-
tians in a Post-Christian Nation, by Rod 
Dreher led by JoAnn Magnuson. A contro-
versial book that will inspire discussion, 
not necessarily agreement. 

The Healing Journey
Tuesdays, June 13 - 27
6:00 pm, Dickson Chapel 

A three-week pictorial journey toward 
wholeness using Bible maps led by Gloria 
Wiese. 

Prayer for Wholeness and Healing
Sunday, July 9
6:00 pm, The Well

As part of the Well worship experience, 
worshippers will be able to move to a 
prayer station to request healing for 
themselves or others. Prayer leadership 
teams will be prepared to anoint with oil 
and offer prayer with laying on of hands.

MOVED BY JESUS TOWARDS 
OUR COMMUNITIES

NEAR AND FAR.

Wednesdays, June 14 – August 9
6:00 – 7:30 pm

Sundaes on Wednesdays 
Hope Church Patio

Free sundaes for all! Enjoy summer to-
gether at Hope Church. Contact Heidi Con-
nors at Heidi@hope-pc.org or Mia Frank-
lin at mia@hope-pc.org.

Summer Drama Team on Wednesdays
Courtyard Room (Enter Door #6)

*August 9 - Grand Finale Sundaes on 
Wednesday and Drama Team perfor-
mance. Contact Heidi Connors at Heidi@
hope-pc.org or Mia Franklin at mia@
hope-pc.org.

Soccer on Wednesdays
Hope’s Field

Come play soccer with friends and neigh-
bors of all ages. Contact Mia Franklin at 
mia@hope-pc.org if you’d like to help.

Student Bible Study
4:00 – 5:00 pm
Game Room (Enter Door 6)

Students in grades 6-12 are invited to a 
Bible study on the Gospel of John this 
summer.

Families Moving Forward 
June 4 - 11

Welcome homeless families to Hope 
Church by providing meals, serving as 
evening hosts, or staying overnight. Con-
tact dwasilensky@juno.com with ques-
tions or to sign up to help.

Intergenerational Mission Trips

June 18 - 22   
New Creation Church, Shakopee 

Help with 4 days of their 6-week Esper-
anza Club for children, and build a play-
ground. 

August 18 - 20 or 25 - 27  
Cambodian Church of the Nazarene, 
Crystal

Snapshot Weekend:  Learn about the 
church’s vision, work on cleaning, paint-
ing and repair projects.

Contact Peggy Turnbull at peggy@hope-
pc.org. Register online at hope-pc.org/
special-events

Summer Opportunities
Our goal is to have each Hope attender commit to at least one crossover opportunity this summer 
and INVITE someone new to join you!
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MOVED BY JESUS TOWARDS 
OUR COMMUNITIES 

NEAR AND FAR.

Ways to serve:
Contact Peggy@hope-pc.org for informa-
tion about other service opportunities.

Community Emergency Service 
food shelf
Saturdays, June 10, July 8, August 12
8:30 am – Noon

Pack and deliver groceries to neighbors 
in the Phillips neighborhood who qualify 
for free food, but are unable to get to the 
food shelf because of physical or mental 
limitations.

USA Homestays – Host a student

Welcome a Middle Eastern student to 
live in an extra room in your home for 3 
months of more (stipend provided.)

Do periodic activities with students as a 
friendship family.

Contact Ben at benr@usahomestays.org 
or 612/770-0031.

All-Church Work Week
June 5- 10 (ongoing) and 
Saturday, June 10
9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Hope needs your help with painting, 
cleaning, and maintenance. Let us know 
when you are available during the week 
and come when you can! Join others on 
Saturday morning to work together. Con-
tact Keith Koenig at keith@hope-pc.org or 
612/866-4055 if you are available.

Vine and Branches

Offers affordable clothing and household 
items for a small price.

Store hours:
Wednesday 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm
Saturday  10:00 am – 1:00 pm

Volunteer on Tuesdays: sort, hang, and 
steam clothing, price donations, stock 
and clean the store.

Contact Heidi Johnson at 612/866-1359 or 
vineandbranches@hope-pc.org.

Summer Opportunities
Our goal is to have each Hope attender commit to at least one crossover opportunity this summer 
and INVITE someone new to join you!
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Summer Opportunities - 
Richfi eld Focused

Neighborhood Prayer Walk
Last Wednesday of the Month
June 28, July 26, August 30
6:30 pm (Meet at Door 3)

Put on your walking shoes and join us as we walk (or run?!) the streets 
of Richfield while we cover our church, neighbors and city in prayer.  Con-
tact Shelly Nelson at shellynelsondh@gmail.com with questions.

4th of July Festivities
Participate in the Richfield 4th of July festivities at Veteran’s Park. 
For more details, go to www.richfield4thofjuly.com 

  July 2  - Family Night beginning at 5:30 pm 
(Kiddie parade, Picnic, Movies in the Park)

  July 3 - Car Show, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm; Street Dance, 6:00 pm

  July 4  - Walk in the 4th of July Parade, 1:00 pm 
Contact BJ Skoog at bj.skoog@hope-pc.org to participate.

  Music in the Park, 7:00 pm
Fireworks, 10:00 pm

All-Church Community Barbecue
Sunday, August 13
5:30 – 7:00 pm
Hope’s Front Lawn

We want to cross over into our community, invite, and share life with our 
friends and neighbors at a free barbecue.  Mark your calendar to attend 
and volunteer. We will need all hands on deck to donate, grill, invite, and 
spread the word.
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MOVED BY JESUS TOWARD ONE 
ANOTHER AT HOPE CHURCH.

Camp Sunday 
July 30
10:00 am (one service)

Come together for joint worship on this 
special day led by Hope Shores summer 
camp staff.

David and Kim Laufenburger have an-
nounced they will end their long service 
as co-directors of Hope Shores Bible 
Camp + Retreat Center at the conclusion 
of this season (their 18th). Join us after 
worship for a reception in their honor. 

Equipping Hour
Sunday mornings
10:00 am, Social Events Room

May 28  
Live #aSLANTlife
Guest speaker Toby 
Wilson (former Hope 
Church pastor) 

June 4 - 25 
What does it mean to cross over?

Apply the Bible’s amazing “cross over” 
principles and strategies to your life led 
by Gloria Wiese.

July and August

A delightful, informal gathering to dis-
cuss Sunday’s text in depth led by pas-
tors, staff, and guest speakers.

*July 2 and 30 - no Equipping Hour

Family Camp

There is still room especially at family 
camp 1 (June 30- July 2). Join other Hope 
friends for a time of fun and rejuvenation 
at Hope Shores. (See details on how to 
register on page 18.)

Communion Sunday
Commune in Richfield!

People of Hope are invited to "com-
mune" with one another at Richfield 
restaurants or parks on Communion 
Sundays (first Sunday of the month).

Summer Opportunities
Our goal is to have each Hope attender commit to at least one crossover opportunity this summer 
and INVITE someone new to join you!
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Introducing Hope’s New 
Minister for Worship and the Arts

Hilary Ritchie will serve as Hope’s Min-
ister for Worship and the Arts in a full-
time position. She will begin on June 15, 
with her first Sunday on June 18. Hilary 
emerged from a nationwide search. 

She is a crossover worship minister, 
with strong skills in both traditional 
and contemporary worship. Dean Pal-
ermo will continue to serve as Minister 
for Traditional Worship.

Hilary has served as a team leader for 
Bethel University vespers services as 
well as the concertmaster (violin) for 
the Bethel Chamber Orchestra. She was 

a commencement speaker at Bethel, where she graduated with highest 
honors, summa cum laude.

Hilary will graduate from Princeton Theological Seminary in May with a 
Master of Divinity. She has focused on the study of worship. She plays 
violin, guitar, and banjo and sings.

Our search team of KC DiNardo, Heidi Johnson, Kate Pitchford, Megan 
Moya Matthew Gregg, and David Lenz chose Hilary unanimously and 
with great excitement for what she will bring to Hope Church.  

Please pray for Hilary as she prepares to join our staff team.

Library Notes

If: Trading Your If Only Regrets for God's What 
If Possibilities - by Mark Batterson

This book focuses on Romans 8, show-
ing how to move from regrets to confi-
dence and limitless possibilities. This 
would make a good 30-day devotional, 
as all 30 chapters are fairly short. 

Listen, Love, Repeat - by Karen Ehman

Our culture is self-obsessed, leaving 
many less content than ever before. Lis-
ten, Love, Repeat offers biblical teach-
ing and suggests actions that are sim-
ple, heart-tugging, sentimental, even 
sneaky and hilarious. 

Gaining by Losing - by J.D. Greear

When Jesus gave his disciples the Great 
Commission, he revealed that the key 
for reaching the world with the gospel 
is found in sending, not gathering. J.D. 
Greear provides 10 keys for reorienting 
your church to reach a lost world.

Other Books:

Purgatory Road - by Samuel Parker

Walking Wisely - by Charles Stanley 
Almost Amish - by Kathryn Cushman

Reclaiming Lily - by Patti Lacy
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Time, Talent and Treasure
by Bob Bradley

When I was growing up, I learned about sound principles of stewardship from my parents. Though my 
mom passed away twelve years ago, I continue to learn from the example of my dad. 

Time. Talent. Treasures. 

Time

My parents modeled the notion of a tithe of their time. They were constantly giving of themselves 
through church and civic activities. They were intentional in their involvement and honored the Lord 
by giving back to the church and community with a finite resource for all of us: time.

Talent

My parents were blessed with many abilities. Dad, for example, has demonstrated these talents in 
the ways he has led others, built relationships, and casts a vision, all to make this world a better 
place. Dad provides leadership on church committees, actively participates in the Lions organization, 
visits people in the hospital, and has been a volunteer tax preparer for low-income taxpayers. Both of 
my parents used their many talents to bless others.

Treasures

My parents have been so incredibly generous all my life. I think about the sacrifices they have made 
for my siblings and me. I think of their generosity in giving to the church, both in the form of regular 
tithing, as well as special gifts. Again, their giving extended beyond the family and the church to the 
community at large in the form of contributions to the school foundation and such things as the 
town baseball team.

With this as a backdrop, one might think when I began working at my first adult job, I would have 
quickly adopted the model of my parents. But I did not. I was initially anxious about money. It was 
only through the prompting of the Holy Spirit and the biblical foundation I received from Hope Church 
that I began to embrace these same stewardship principles for myself. To God be the glory for His 
generous provisions to each of us; may we be faithful with all that he has entrusted to us.
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Seniors-on-the-Go
Dynamic Singles 
11:30 am
This women’s group meets for 
lunch at a local restaurant.

June 11
Macy’s Lakeshore Grill
100 Southdale Center
Edina

July 9
Red Lobster
1951 American Blvd. West 
Bloomington 

August 13
Olive Garden
4701 American Blvd. West 
Bloomington

The Scoop

Camps and Trips

Mission Trip to Chicago: June 
25 - 30

High School
Young Life 
Camp Castaway: 
July 9 - 15

Middle School
Young Life 
Camp Castaway: 
August 10 - 14

Hope Shores Bible Camp
7th - 8th grade: 
July 23 – 28
9th - 12th grade: 
July 30 – August 4

Sunday Mornings
Enter Door #6

Christ-Centered 
Child Care for Kids 
Preschool and Under
8:45, 10:00 and 11:00 am
Contact Heidi Connors at Heidi@
hope-pc.org 

Kids’ Church
11:00 am 
Children K and up will be dis-
missed during the service to go 
to Kids’ Church where Mia Frank-
lin will gather teens together and 
equip and encourage them to 
serve. 
Contact Heidi Connors at Heidi@
hope-pc.org 

ADULTS STUDENTS CHILDREN
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Summer Schedule

Hope Shores is a place where anyone can be part of the 
fun and everyone is a member of the family. You’re invit-
ed to have silly amounts of both fun and rest in a place 
where you’ll be known by name by the end of the first 
day — and challenged to grow every day after. 

There are no pretenses here — no pressure to impress 
or perform. Just the chance to unplug, be yourself with 
other people, and let Jesus transform you.

Sign up online at hope-shores.org

 

May 27    Camp Clean-Up

May 27 – 28   Staff Retreat

June 11 – 16   Staff Training

June 18 – 23   2nd – 4th Grade

June 25 – 30   5th – 6th Grade

June 30 – July 2  Family Camp 1

July 7 – 9   Family Camp 2

July 9 – 13   Midsummer Training

July 13 – 16   Single Moms 

   Family Camp

July 21 – 23   Family Camp 3

July 23 – 28   7th – 8th Grade

July 30    Camp Sunday

July 30 – August 4  9th – 12th Grade

The Scoop

CAMP

Introducing our Summer Staff

  Gina Blazanin

  Kendall Bradley 

  Lenna Johnson

  Anne Rae

  Katie Waltz 

  Scott Blazanin

  Chris Cartwright 

  Collin Kern

  Sam Nelson

  Ben Nygaard

  Matt Olsen

CIT Program Coordinator: 

  Megan Moya

Camp Clean-Up

Saturday, May 27

10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Help prepare Hope Shores for summer by clean-
ing buildings, performing simple maintenance, 
and caring for the grounds. Lunch is provided. 

Please RSVP to Kim Laufenburger at kim@hope-
pc.org. Meet at Hope Shores (17087 TTT Road, 
Eden Valley).
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WITH OUR SYMPATHY 
AND PRAYERS TO THE...

 - Loken family in the loss of 
John on February 10

 - Oliva family in the loss of son 
Terrace on February 10

 - Wiese family in the loss of 
brother-in-law Doug on 
February 11

 - Bredeson family in the loss of 
Margaret on February 14

 - Mathias family in the loss of 
Dan’s mother

 - Jenny Vang in the loss of her 
grandmother

 - Marinda Winkel in the loss of 
her grandmother

 - Formanek family in the loss of 
Joan on February 23

 - Malinosky family in the loss of 
Harold on March 1

 - Ring family in the loss of Ward 
on March 2

 - Bratnober family in the loss of 
Bob on March 8

 - Dahl family in the loss of 
Linda’s mother

 - Anderson family in the loss of 
Buzzy’s mother on March 10

 - Fuller family in the loss of 
Sandi on March 13

 - Staloch family in the loss of 
Steve’s mom on March 13

 - DeMotts family in the loss of 
Jan on March 20

 - Nordin family in the loss of 
Jane on March 21

 - Schuenke family in the loss of 
nephew Jeff

 - Zochert family in the loss of 
Ella on March 22

 - Crable family in the loss of 
Ivagean on March 26

 - Johnson family in the loss of 
Ann on March 31

 - Rausch family in the loss of 
granddaughter Britney on 
April 19

 - Mia Franklin in the loss of her 
grandfather on April 20

 - Babcock family in the loss of 
their great niece

 - Fenton family in the loss of 
George on April 26

BABIES 
Elizabeth Mae was born Febru-
ary 27 to Rob and Katie Schni-
zlein. Brian and Barb Schni-
zlein are her grandparents.

Camden James was born 
March 28 to Vincent and Me-
gan Peichel. Mike and Pam Bo-
sacker are his grandparents.

Piper Isabel was born March 
29 to Brian and Gina DeLong. 
Jim and Kate Marek are her 
grandparents.

Hope Abigail (above) was born 
April 17 to Juan and Missy 
Cumbe. Craig and Carol Vick 
are her grandparents.

Westley Edward (above) was 
born April 15 to Ed and Amy 
Hunt Fruin. Bill and Donna 
Parks are his grandparents. 

Adam Zachary was born April 
27 to Kevin and Vicky Haas. 
Stephanie Haas is his grand-
ma.

NEXT DEADLINE
Noon Monday, August 14
(Covering September - 
November)

Please send items to Leslee 
Day at leslee@hope-pc.org.
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June 14 – August 9
Student Bible Study | Sundaes on Wednesdays 

Summer Drama Team on Wednesdays | Soccer on Wednesdays

See p. 11 for details!

NEW!
SUMMER 

WEDNESDAYS

7132 Portland Avenue S.
Richfield, MN 55423

hope-pc.org
612/866-4055


