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By Pastor David Lenz

As I write, it is early morning, Wednesday, 
November 9. The American people have 
elected Donald J. Trump to be the 45th 
President of the United States of America.

We have just experienced an elec  on that 
has astounded and confounded. There 
were surprises and scandals, inves  ga-
 ons and intrigue, leaks and lambas  ng. 

It was a campaign that wore us down, but 
perhaps not as unique as we might think. 

Presiden  al elec  ons have been diffi  cult 
since 1796 when John Adams succeeded 
George Washington, and especially since 
1800 when Thomas Jeff erson succeeded 
John Adams. In that elec  on season, Jef-
ferson was denounced as a spendthri   
and liber  ne, a coward and a godless man 
who mocked the Chris  an faith. Adams 
was denounced as a monarchist, old, 
addled, toothless, and possibly insane.* 
We long for a diff erent tone and texture 
to our elec  ons, but in modern presi-
den  al poli  cs we reap the bi  er fruit of 
seeds sown long ago.

Rev. David Lenz

With that perspec  ve in mind, how do we who are followers of Jesus 
respond to this elec  on (or, for that ma  er, to any elec  on)? I suggest 
four ways.

1. Have empathy and humility. Remember that in the divided elector-
ate of 2016 the popular vote was split almost evenly. Those who 
cheer the results will be matched almost equally by those who are 
disappointed. Remember the admoni  on of the Apostle Paul given 
in Romans 12:15-16: “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
haughty.”

2. Model a more excellent way. Whether you are celebra  ng or 
lamen  ng, elevate your own discourse. How we speak reveals 
much about our character. As Colossians 4:6 says, “Let your speech 
always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how 
you ought to answer each person.”

3. Pray for our elected leaders, especially the president. “I urge that 
supplica  ons, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 
for all people, for…all who are in high posi  ons” (1 Timothy 2:1-2). 
Note that this call to prayer does not say “only if your candidate 
won.” Remember that all presidents, whether we voted for them or 
not, carry extraordinary burdens. Pray for their safety and health. 
Pray that God would give wisdom and compassion. Pray that they 
would be surrounded by competent advisers. Pray for their mar-
riage and for their family.

4. Fear not. The Christmas angel declares what we can never  re of 
hearing: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10). Our ul  mate hope is not 
in presidents, whether we voted for them or not. Our hope is in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In the compelling words of the Nicene Creed, it is 
he “who for us men and for our salva  on, came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was 
made man; and was crucifi ed also for us under Pon  us Pilate; He 
suff ered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according 
to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right 
hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge 
the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.” Now 
that is something to celebrate! Amen. Hallelujah!

Your Pastor,
David Lenz

*I highly recommend David McCullough’s biography John 
Adams (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001). See pages 
535-550.
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For someone who struggles with clinical anxiety, fear is all too familiar. It is not easy to simply   
“fear not.” When my mind is full of fear, I cannot, of my own voli  on, drive out the burden that 

accompanies the feelings of distress, confusion, and even pain. It must be something outside of my 
own mind and heart. It must be something that embodies goodness, love, and life that drives out        

my fear. 

“There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear.” 
– 1 John 4:17, the Message.

At the beginning of the month, I a  ended the annual Hope Church Young Adults retreat. For three 
days, we worshipped Jesus through rest, games, “cabin life,” devo  onals, music, and meals. One 

morning, we shared and confessed lies that we believe about ourselves. The lie I o  en hear is that 
my fear defi nes me, that it will keep me from growing in my love and trust in Jesus. A  er sharing, 

we took  me to speak truths over each individual person and ba  le the lie with Bible truth. One of 
my dear friends said to me “your name is not fear” then he shared this verse: 

“The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out.”  – John 10:3

Jesus knows me as Jenny. He does not know me as the lost and confused sheep afraid of her own 
fear. The words spoken over me banished fear and ins  lled courage into my heart; a courage that I 

have pleaded for over the last year of my life. 

God used my friends to remind me that fear does not have the last word. Jesus does. Fear is not 
my master. Jesus is. The “good news of great joy” can come from the people through our Jesus 

who is the Good Shepherd, leading his sheep with inten  on, passion, and ferocious love.

Jenny Vang

“Your Name Is 
Not Fear”
By Elder Jenny Vang
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By Jeff  Connors

I’m a fearful person. I suppose that makes me 
pre  y normal. We live in a culture where the mes-
sage of fear tends to be headlined in the news. 
And while not all fear is bad, as human beings we 
can o  en let our fear drive us to worry and anxi-
ety. I know that I’m prone to le   ng that happen.  

For me the anxiety that I face comes from the 
realiza  on that I am not in control of my life and 
I don’t get to decide how things go. I think that I 
know what would be best…sounds pre  y prideful 
when I say it that way.   

One thing I’ve learned in the midst of my worry 
and anxiety is that God is there in the dark  mes 
and if I can listen to his calming words of “fear 
not,” and put my trust in the one who IS in control 
of it all, I will be free to fully experience Him and 
what he desires for my life. If I choose not to do 
that, then I let the fear control me and win.  

 

The Connors Family: (back row) Jonathan, Jeff , Jessica; 
(front row) Aaron, Heidi

Worry and anxiety are thieves and just like any sin, they 
take me places I don’t want to go and keep me there longer 
than I want to be. Do I believe Romans 8:28 that all things 
work together for good? What good things am I missing out 
on because I let fear get in the way of trus  ng God? 

When we let our fears drive us to fi ght the things that are 
happening in our life, we don’t allow God to reveal the 
things he wants to tell us. What good things are you miss-
ing because your fears keep you from experiencing the 
things that God wants you to experience or hearing the 
things God wants you to hear?  
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Acts 2:46

Glad and Generous Giving
Acts 2:37-41 and 2:46
By Jean Greener

Our married lives began when Bert was in the Marine Corps 
and I had just graduated from college. We soon transi  oned 
to being graduate students. It was a challenge to make ends 
meet. Tithing or giving with glad and generous hearts was not 
part of our thinking.    

In 5 years, we made 9 moves, had 3 children, 1 house with 
mortgage, student loans, jobs and were working even harder 
to make ends meet. We did go to church every Sunday and 
always put something in the off ering plate.   

Tithing (giving 10% of income) came up at church and we knew 
this was the right thing to do. Our lives were overfl owing with 
blessings, just no spare cash. Our pastor said you don’t have to 
start  thing 10% all at once. Start where you are and give what 
you can, just do it regularly. Give with a glad heart and don’t 
give God your le  overs.  

God was not giving us “le  overs.” If we were going to give 
regularly we needed to set an amount. We looked at how 
much 10% of our income would be and then fi gured out what 
amount was a star  ng number. So, we set a goal and disci-
plined ourselves to give when paychecks fi rst arrived. It didn’t 
take long for that to become a nonnego  able budget item.   
The gap between what we were giving and that  the number 
didn’t close all at once. But knowing our goal helped us move 
toward it .

Both of us are re  red now which has changed our income.   
Our needs also have changed and our wants are reduced, 
except maybe when it comes to trea  ng grandchildren.             
The principle is s  ll the same. We don’t give God le  overs    
and we meet our giving goal each month.    

We do have glad hearts and enjoy being generous. How can we 
not be glad as we daily focus on our blessings? Our hearts are 
overfl owing with God’s awesome love for us.  

Bert and Jean Greener have been members of Hope Church   
for 40 years.
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Together in the Word: Sharing the Story
The gospel of Jesus Christ that begins in the Old Testa-
ment and is fulfi lled in the New Testament is “the 
greatest story ever told.” 

This year, our emphasis is on sharing the Story. Jesus 
names us as his witnesses and ambassadors. He 
invests us with the incredible privilege and responsibil-
ity of telling the world who he is and how he loves us 
– that he is light and life, healer and hope, Savior and 
Lord.

Our goal is to equip and inspire people to share the 
Story. 

1. We will study the Book of Acts and the extraordi-
nary people who in the power of the Holy Spirit 
made extraordinary witness for Jesus in Jerusa-
lem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the world.

2. We will memorize Scripture together. Every month 
we will focus on a new verse, learning not only the 
words, but studying also the meaning. We want to 
have the treasure of God’s Word deep within us so 
that we are ready to witness for every opportunity 
God gives us.

3. We will hear many “faith witnesses” during our 
worship services. People of Hope Church will give 
tes  mony about God’s work in their lives. That 
tes  mony will bless us and also provide models 
for our own faith witness.

Jesus says, “You will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). Let us 
give ourselves fully to sharing the greatest story ever 
told, the gospel of Jesus Christ!

Sharing
the Story

Events

Youth Ministries Holiday Cookie Sale Fundraiser
Let Youth Ministries handle your holiday baking! Plates with 
a variety of cookies will be for sale in December. Pre-orders 
will be taken on December 4, with cookie sales in the Link on 
December 11 and 18. $10 per plate. Gluten free op  ons avail-
able. Ques  ons: contact Mary Blazanin at 952/888-3892.

Racial Unity/Racial Reconciliation Sunday 
(Mar  n Luther King, Jr. Weekend)
Sunday, January 22
“Elizabeth and Hazel: A Story of Reconcilia  on”
(2 Corinthians 5:17-19)
David Lenz preaching
On Racial Unity/Racial Reconcilia  on Sunday (held a week late 
this year to accommodate the pastor’s trip to Israel), Pastor 
Lenz will tell the story of his moving visit to Li  le Rock (Arkan-
sas) Central High School. The hate-fi lled resistance to the 1957 
desegrega  on of this high school is another diffi  cult chapter 
in our na  ons’ troubled history in race rela  ons. But eventu-
ally the heart of someone deeply involved in those diffi  cult 
days was changed, and the healing power of the gospel shone 
brightly. We will hear about Elizabeth and Hazel: a story of 
reconcilia  on.

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Sunday, January 29
A Conversa  on with Ron Hoekstra
(Psalm 139:14)
David Lenz preaching
On Sanc  ty of Human Life Sunday (held a week late this year 
to accommodate the pastor’s trip to Israel), Pastor Lenz and 
Hope member Dr. Ron Hoekstra will share stories of hope 
and healing from one of the most vulnerable popula  ons: 
extremely premature infants. Dr. Hoekstra is a dis  nguished 
neonatologist and published author. We will learn how his 
faith has informed his service as a highly skilled medical     
prac   oner.
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Start a Faith 
Conversation
Need some ideas on 
how to ini  ate a faith 
conversa  on with a 
seeker? Pick up a copy 
of Free Minutes in the 
Link during December.

Women’s Day Away 
Save the date
Saturday, March 11
9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Oak Ridge Hotel and Conference Center

Speakers: 
 Judie Ritchie and Megan Slinger
Cost: 
 $50 (bring a friend and get $10 off )
 Scholarships available
Contact:
 Dawn Nelson at dawn@hope-pc.org

Community
Christmas

Saturday, December 3
10am - 2pm

Invite your friends!
Yard signs and invitations available in the Link.

Lenten               
Congregational 
Book Study 
I Once Was Lost: What 
Postmodern Skep  cs 
Taught Us About Their 
Path to Jesus, by Don 
Everts 

How do people come to faith in Christ in today's 
postmodern world? Over the last ten years, Don 
Everts has listened to 2000 stories! The details of 
their exci  ng journeys varied, but fi ve discernible 
“thresholds” emerged. 

During Lent, Hope Church will engage in meaning-
ful discussions through a congrega  onal book study 
that focuses on the factors that infl uence how 
people shi   their perspec  ves to receive the good 
news of the gospel. Not only will Don Everts be our 
guest preacher on Sunday, March 26, he will also be 
speaking at a Saturday seminar on March 25. 

 
 

  

FFree minutes  

Celebration!
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Library Notes
January
The Beauty of Intolerance by Josh and Sean McDowell
This book cuts through cultural tolerance, poin  ng back to 
the place where the only truth resides - Jesus Christ.

Fatal Trauma - Richard Mabry, M.D.  
The Second Half - Lauraine Snelling  
Home to Holly Springs - Jan Karon  
Soul Keeping - John Ortberg 
The Jesus Answer Book - John MacArthur

February
Parables by John MacArthur
Understanding the parables is a crucial ma  er for followers 
of Jesus. Jesus told parables so His people might compre-
hend His message about the kingdom of God clearly.

The Wish - Beverly Lewis 
Finding Christmas - James Calvin Schaap
Waves of Mercy - Lynn Aus  n
The Witnesses - Robert Whitlow
The Ques  on That Never Goes Away - Philip Yancy

Changes in Hope Alive
By Kim Laufenburger

Thank you for the wonderful feedback we 
have received about the color edi  on of Hope 
Alive and the stories being told in each issue. 
As a church, it’s important that we commu-
nicate well with those who a  end. This is no 
small task in today’s age of increasing technol-
ogy and mul  ple ways to share a message! 

In light of the posi  ve feedback received,  this 
issue of Hope Alive marks a fresh approach 
to share stories and keep you updated on 
Hope programs. Please note, the front sec-
 on of Hope Alive will con  nue to be thema  c 

stories, the middle sec  on “What’s Coming 
and the News” and the last sec  on will be 
“The Scoop” with informa  on about ongoing 
programs and events. 

We will be moving away from using our 
program guides and will produce a new Hope 
Alive each quarter. We encourage you to not 
only read your Hope Alive, but keep it handy 
so you know what’s happening during each 
quarter of the program year.

National Gathering
We are delighted to send 
our three pastors, three staff  
members, and two elders 

to the ECO Na  onal Gathering in Greenville, 
South Carolina in January. This event empha-
sizes worship, fellowship, and equipping from 
dynamic speakers. 

We will meet with our na  onal Mission Affi  n-
ity Group partners from Bonhomme Presbyte-
rian in St. Louis and First and Calvary Presby-
terian in Springfi eld, MO. It is exci  ng to be a 
part of a growing denomina  on – now more 
than 300 churches na  onwide! 

Cultivating a Small Group Network
I want to start plan  ng some seeds about our Small Group 
Network at Hope Church. We have a number of ongoing 
groups that have met for a few years in homes and we have 
small groups that meet at church and in the community. The 
characteris  cs of a small group is a varied number of people 
that gather to study scripture and pray together, plan events, 
or mentor with an element of crea  ng friendships and most 
with an element of socializa  on involved.  

We are cul  va  ng short-term small group opportuni  es. The 
Jesus Quiz was one such opportunity in which par  cipants met 
for 4 weeks to work through a chosen study. There are more of 
these opportuni  es planned in 2017.  

We are currently seeking someone who will serve as a co-
ordinator for the small group ministry. If you are interested 
in assis  ng in this ministry, please contact Dawn at dawn@
hope-pc.org.
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Something New is Coming!
By Kim Laufenburger 

Does the idea of something new produce fear or joy in 
you? Maybe a li  le of both? At Hope, a few changes have 
been made this fall to support the idea of Sharing the 
Story.  

Tables have been strategically moved to invite further 
connec  ons and conversa  ons in the coff ee cart area. The 
informa  on desk has an experimental loca  on in the Link; 
the heart of so much ministry. New furniture is on order to 
help the Link grow as a great place of sharing and engaging 
with one another. 

It’s a change – but Hope staff  and elders want to lean into 
the change with joy and an  cipa  on asking what God 
might do. 

The session and staff  of Hope Church are also hard at work 
with our strategic thought partners, Open Book Commu-
nica  ons (h  p://www.teamopenbook.com). Our work to-
gether began in September and will help Hope Church with 
an ar  cula  on of the main thing that drives our church—
including core language to capture what uniquely sets us 
apart and the vision that drives us forward—in ways that 
energize and unify us as a congrega  on. 

This will lead to a new logo, visual iden  ty, and a new 
website. The goal of working with Open Book is to energize 
Hope Church around a shared vision of who we are and 
what we are going a  er—to the glory of God and the good 
of Hope Church.

At the  me of press, Open Book has taken a 
deep dive – mee  ng with over 20 individuals 
(including staff , elders, members and friends 
of Hope), a  ended ac  vi  es and worship at 
Hope, and has met with the leadership team 
to report ini  al fi ndings. The next step will 
be further refi nement of language and a fi rst 
dra   of a visual iden  ty.

Our prayer is that God will bring unity and 
a sense of purpose to the people of Hope 
Church through this process. More informa-
 on will roll out late winter or early spring! 

May God gives us joy and not fear to share 
the good news with each other and the 
world around us.
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ADULTS

SUNDAY 10:00 AM EQUIPPING HOUR

Oasis
South Social Events Room
A variety of topics are ad-
dressed by seasoned leaders 
from the Twin Ci  es.  

The GYM

“Be the Light” with John Hall 
November 20 - December 11, Gym
SHINE! When Jesus said, “You are the light 
of the world” . . . He meant you and me. 
Jesus wants us to shine!  He wants us to do 
and say things that will encourage others 
to recognize and glorify God. The light you 
shine is an essen  al part of God’s ac  vity 
in our church and community. Join us at 
The GYM to iden  fy some prac  cal ways 
we can shine our lights for others. 

Pastor Bruce Hillyer
December 18

Holiday break 
December 25 - January 1

“Not Ashamed” with Gloria Wiese 
January 8 - February 26
Walk down “The Roman’s Road” and learn 
to share the power to change your life.

“I Once Was Lost” 
March 5 - April 9
An all-church book study dis-
cussion led by the pastors

Friendship Class
Room H130
Adults with special needs gather together 
for good Bible study, rich fellowship, and 
sweet discussion. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS - 6:30 PM

360
Dickson Chapel
Throughout the 
year, we’ll engage 
in interac  ve 
teaching series 
and special fellowship nights designed 
to unify our fellowship and enhance our 
missional impact.

Youth Night 
November 30

All Church Advent Prayer and Worship 
December 7

Holiday break 
December 14 – January 4

“Divine Appointments” 
with Gloria Wiese  
January 11, 18, 25
A 3-week series aimed at heightening 
your awareness of God’s presence in 
your life.

“Take It Up” with Gloria Wiese 
February 8, 15, 22
Anyone can wear a cross. But will you 
take it up?

SMALL GROUP  NETWORK

OLDER ADULTS

Pairs & Spares
Social Events Room
This social group meets monthly for a   
delicious catered meal and entertain-
ment, and is open to everyone. 

December 9 (dinner) – 
Eagan Women of Hope Chorus

February 10 (lunch) – 
Photographer Doug Ohman

Women’s 3-in-1 Fellowship
2nd Monday of the month
1:00 pm, Atrium
Studying women of the New Testament

Dynamic Singles
Sundays, 11:30 am
This women’s group meets for lunch at a 
local restaurant. 
11/13 – Red Lobster, 1951 American   
Boulevard West, Bloomington

12/4 – Timber Lodge Steakhouse,       
7989 Southtown Center, Bloomington

1/8 – Applebee’s, 9601 Lyndale Avenue 
South, Bloomington

2/12 – Macy’s Lakeshore Grill,                
100 Southdale Center, Edina

SHORT-TERM GROUP

“Wired to Glorify” 
February
We are all wired diff erently. Gain perspec-
 ve on how others are wired and how 

God uses us all. 

To host or join a group, contact Dawn   
Nelson at 612/866-4055, ext. 3142 or 
dawn@hope-pc.org.rs

ther 
nd 

The G.A.M.E. for Men
A Study of Ruth and Esther
6:30 - 8:00 pm, Room H130

Mentoring in Faith
Sign-ups in February
Women, contact Linda Dahl, 
651/454-8127
Men, contact Ken Greener, 
612/722-3782
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SMALL GROUPS & SUNDAYS

EVENTSYOUNG LIFESTUDENTS

Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 21
6:30 pm at Hope
All Youth (6th-12th) and Leader Christ-
mas Party in Social Events, Gym, Living 
Room, Youth Room

Water Park of America
Saturday, January 6
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
All youth and leaders are invited to 
join us for a day of fun! Cost: $15.00

Saturday, February 11
Save the date, more details to come.

All Youth Spring      
Retreat at Hope 
Shores
May 5 - 7

High School  
Young Life
Starts Monday, 
January 30
6:27 PM at Hope 
Gym, Youth Room, 
Living Room

Middle School 
Young Life
Starts Thursday, 
February 2
6:27 PM at Hope 
Gym, Youth Room, 
Living Room

Small groups for students 
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Mee  ng at church (middle school) and 
area homes (high school). They will 
wrap up December 7 and start back up 
January 11.

Breakfast Club
10:00 am, Youth Room
All youth 6th-12th grade are invited to 
this interac  ve  me of food, fun, games, 
worship and a message.



12 | winter 2017

the scoop

SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

EVENTS / CLASSESCHILDREN

Christmas Eve Drama Team          
and Na  vity Scene
Sundays in December, Enter Door #6
Kids and teens and their families will 
have the opportunity to par  ci-
pate in a short drama on Christmas 
Eve! We’d like many families to be 
involved and join us to prac  ce.
“Wally” Walstrom: Wally@hope- 
pc.org

Family Communion Class
Sunday, January 29
10:00 am, Sunday FUNday Room 
Parents and kids interested in 
learning about the meaningfulness 
of communion should join us for 
family-  me teaching. The following 
Sunday, families will be blessed as 
they receive communion together! 
Heidi Connors: Heidi@hope-pc.org

Bible Sunday
Sunday, February 26
10:00 am, Sunday FUNday Room 
Parents of 1st graders can join us 
as we learn about the Bible and 
prepare 1st graders to receive their 
own Bibles during the 11:00 service. 
(Li  le ones in nursery and preschool 
will also receive Bibles this Sunday!)
Heidi Connors: Heidi@hope-pc.org

Childcare Resumes
January 8, Enter Door #6
We off er Christ-centered care for 
Infants through preschoolers all morn-
ing. Stop down with your children and 
Kylie, our volunteer coordinator, will 
give you a tour!
Kylie Smith: Kylie@hope-pc.org

Sunday FUNday Resumes
January 8, 10:00 am, Enter Door #6
Sunday School for K - 5th grade is a 
great place to grow in faith and friend-
ship! 
Heidi Connors: Heidi@hope-pc.org

Sunday Kids’ Church Con  nues
January 3, 11:00 am
Kids’ Church Room
Kids join their families in worship and 
are dismissed a  er the children’s mes-
sage to Kids’ Church down the Link. 
Heidi Connors: Heidi@hope-pc.org

KWAM Resumes
Wednesday, January 11
6:00 - 7:45 pm, Door #3 

Kids (K – 5th 
grade) just love the 
posi  ve energy of 
worship, games 
and age group  me 

as we Share the Story of Jesus and dis-
cover how “God loves you...No ma  er 
what!” Childcare is also available dur-
ing Wednesday night programs.
Heidi Connors: Heidi@hope-pc.org

Connected Families Speakers 
during Paren  ng Class
Sundays at 10:00 am
Courtyard Room, Enter Door #6
• February 5: “How to Bless your 

Child - At Any Age”
• February 12:  “Four Great 

Strengths of Every Family”
• February 19: “Siblings: From 

Bickering to Bonding”

SPECIAL NEEDS

Encouragement for families 
with Special Needs 
We want all kids to make friends and 
par  cipate in our programs in Family 
Ministries at Hope Church. 

Please contact our Family Ministry 
Family Advocate Mari Bonne  , so we 
can welcome you into our programs 
and hear how we can minister to your 
family well.
Mari Bonne  : Mari@hope-pc.org
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WAYS TO SERVE

2017 SCHEDULE

CAMP

May 27  Camp Clean-Up
May 27-28 Staff  Retreat
June 11-16 Staff  Training
June 18-23 2-4 Grade
June 23-25 Lao Youth Retreat
June 25-30 5-6 Grade
June 30-July 2 Family Camp 1
July 7-9  Family Camp 2
July 9-13  Midsummer Training
July 13-16 Single Moms’ 
  Family Camp
July 21-23 Family Camp 3
July 23-28 7-8 Grade
July 30  Camp Sunday
July 30-August 4 9-12 Grade
*August 4-14 Staff  Closing

*Staff  closing to take place 
during August retreats

Summer 2017 Retreats/ Rentals
August 5-11 Camp Kesem Week 1
August 12 Rice Lake Associa  on 
August 12-14 UNW Football
August 19-25 Camp Kesem Week 2

Hope Shores Bible Camp 
Staff  Applica  ons 
If you are a college-age young adult, 
consider serving at Hope Shores 
this summer in Eden Valley, MN. It’s 
a great summer job learning and 
growing as a person while minis-
tering to kids and families. Camp 
staff  applica  ons are now available 
online at hope-shores.org, click on 
“Summer staff .” The applica  on 
on deadline is February 15, 2017. 
For more informa  on, contact Kim 
Laufenburger, kim@hope-pc.org.
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WAYS TO SERVE

EVENTS

Contact Peggy@hope-pc.org for 
informa  on on any of these service 
opportuni  es or learn about other 
ways to serve at www.hope-pc.org/
missions-overview 

USA Homestays – Host a student
•Use an extra room in your home to 
welcome a Middle Eastern student 
to live with you for 3 months or 
more (s  pend provided).
•Invite a student for a holiday meal.
•Do periodic ac  vi  es with stu-
dents as a friendship family.
Contact Ben at benr@usahome-
stays.org or 612/770-0031.

Parent Share – assist with 
children’s ac  vi  es
Thursdays, 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Parent Share
Thursdays, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Enter at Door #1
A place where parents (and grandpar-
ents) get together to share the ins and 
outs of paren  ng facilitated by a fam-
ily counselor. Contact Peggy@hope-pc.
org for more informa  on.

American Culture Class 
Starts Tuesday, January 10
9:30 am - Noon
Courtyard Room
Women from various countries and 
cultures build friendships through 
cooking, cra  s and other ac  vi  es 
together. Childcare is provided for a 
small fee. Contact Lois at 952/435-
3796 or loisaswanson@gmail.com.

CLASSES

OUTREACH

VINE & BRANCHES

Vine and Branches
Off ers aff ordable clothing and house-
hold items for a small price.
Store hours:  
Wednesday 6:30 - 8:00 pm
Thursday 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Saturday  10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Volunteer on Tuesdays: sort, hang, 
and steam clothing, price dona  ons, 
stock and clean the store. Contact 
Heidi Johnson at 612/866-1359 or 
vineandbranches@hope-pc.org.

Families Moving Forward
January 8-15, one evening 
or overnight
Welcome homeless families to Hope 
Church. Contact Deb at dwasilensky@
juno.com to fi nd out more,

SALT (Somali Adult 
Literacy Training)
Weekdays:  morning, a  ernoon, 
and evening hours off ered
Tutor English for 1-2 hours a week in 
one of mul  ple loca  ons around the 
Twin Ci  es. Contact Mike at salt@
arriveministries.org

Bloomington/Richfi eld loca  on:       
We are preparing to start a class. 
In the interim, in-home tutors are 
needed for a few women. 

Coin bank fundraiser 
for Single Moms Family Camp
January 29 and February 5

American Culture Class
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yWith Our Sympathy 
and Prayers to the...

• Ford family in the loss of        
Susan’s sister

• Swanson family in the loss of 
Mary’s sister on August 6

• Creighton family in the loss of 
Joan

• Ring family in the loss of Rollie 
on August 11

• Lorence family in the loss 
of their brother-in-law on         
September 1

• Ward family in the loss of Alma 
on September 5

• Davis family in the loss of 
Rosie’s mother

• Timmers family in the loss of 
Steven on August 30

• Uphoff  family in the loss of 
Jackie’s mother September 13

• Smeltzer family in the loss of 
Lee on September 18

• Haas family in the loss of John 
on October 6

• Walstrom family in the loss of 
Wally’s aunt

• McPhee family in the loss of 
Ma  ’s mother

• Estey family in the loss of June 
on October 7

• Woolsey family in the loss of 
Bill on October 8

• Schnizlein family in the loss of 
Barb’s mother on October 10

• Miller family in the loss of Rose 
on October 22

• Anderson family in the loss of 
Buzzy’s sister

• Smith family in the loss of Chan 
(wife Jan) on October 26

• Dvorak family in the loss of 
John’s mom on October 27

• Meyerson family in the loss of 
Marlene’s mother November 8

Babies 
Son Erik was born recently to 
Phounit and Vilay Xaypanya.

Daughter Stella was born October 
12 to Tom and Amy Rogotzke. John 
and Dawn Fedora are her grandpar-
ents.

With Thanks
Alma Ward’s children would like 
to express their apprecia  on and 
thanks for all the kind words, cards, 
and gi  s in memory of Alma.

Next Deadline: 
Noon Monday, February 13
(Covering March - May)
Word count for stories: 300 
Please send items to Leslee Day 
at leslee@hope-pc.org.

LIFE TOGETHER

Call Cindy Forsgren in Hope’s Main       
Offi  ce: 612/866-4055, ext. 3110

Weddings
Call to check on church availability 
and schedule a  me to meet 
with the offi  cia  ng pastor

Bap  sms
Call to schedule a bap  sm, tradi  on-
ally off ered on the third Sunday of the 
month at either worship service

Funerals or Memorial Services
Call to schedule a service, then our 
Charis hostess will contact you regard-
ing details for a recep  on. Other than 
reimbursement for food costs, the 
Charis team serves you at no cost.

Prayer Requests
Fill out an ivory prayer card in the 
pew racks and place it in the 
off ering plate, or call Leslee Day at 
612/866-4055, ext. 3131 and leave a 
message. Submit requests online at 
www.hope-pc.org/i-need-help and 
click on the prayer request bu  on.



Join us for
Christmas Eve!

Saturday, December 24
2:30 and 4:00 pm

  Family-friendly service
10:00 pm

  Candlelight service


