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Letting 
Jesus Guide
by Debbie Bell

At work, while sor  ng materials, 
plans and papers, I glanced up to see 
my colleague looking out the win-
dow. “What are you thinking about, 
Emily?” I asked. Our usual banter 
included numbers, books and student 
achievement. Today was diff erent.

“I’ve started going to a new church, 
and I’m wondering --- how do I know 
if God is present in my life? If … then 
would I know?” And so our conversa-
 on began.

***

A  er an especially busy day, our usual 
“Tuesday Night Family Dinner” found 
us at our neighborhood Famous 
Dave’s. En route to our booth, I no-
 ced long  me friends. “What’s new?” 

I asked.

“My cancer’s back. Tomorrow we see 
the oncologist.” I slid into the booth, 
and with eyes-wide-open, we prayed. 
“Jesus…”
***

INSIDE: STORIES pp. 1-5 | PROGRAMS AND EVENTS pp. 6-16

Holy 
Conversations

While a  ending a conference in New York, I invited my daughter’s friend Vivian to 
dinner. Si   ng in a French café in East Manha  an, our conversa  on meandered across 
topics of graduate school, teaching, her move to New York City. 

“Have you found a new church home?” I asked. “I am a skep  c---I am not sure any-
more. I mean, do I really believe that Easter happened?” was her response. We talked 
of faith and doubts. Then she smiled and said, “My mom would really like you.” Ouch! 
This conversa  on was over.

Or so I thought. Mentoring in the art of ‘holy conversa  ons’ came from an unexpected 
source—Vivian. In a thank you note she wrote:

Thank you for reaching out… Thank you for sharing your… 
Your listening ear…. your open heart….

Conversa  ons at work, the restaurant, the dinner table all began with reaching out, 
being open and listening, and then stepping out of my comfort and le   ng Jesus guide 
the rest. Oh, and Vivian---she’s looking forward to our next conversa  on. 

While at the ECO Gathering in January, 
I was challenged to develop the art 
of holy conversa  ons--- defi nitely not 
my comfort zone! My husband Larry 
and I have been members of Hope              
for 22 years.
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A Living Hope
By Pastor David Lenz

The Portland Avenue construc  on work that 
began on May 1 has claimed my a  en  on. First, 
because no leader is ever glad when the main 
entrance to the church is closed for six months! 
Second, because there were days when the 
walls of the church were literally shaking from 
the heavy pounding to break up the asphalt. 
Think of the scene in the movie Jurassic Park 
when the water in the cup started to vibrate. For 
several weeks, it felt like dinosaurs were walking 
up and down Portland Avenue. We did our best 
to carry on in this unusual working environment.

Some days I stood in the hot sun on the side of 
the street and watched the skilled workers go 
about their business. Very impressive how they 
maneuver such large machines in very  ght 
spaces! What I found most fascina  ng is what 
lies beneath the surface. Under the pavement, 
at carefully calculated levels of varying depth, 
run the underground u  li  es: the sanitary 
sewer, the storm sewer, the water line, etc.

There is a lot happening beneath the surface of 
a street. There is a lot happening beneath the 
surface of a person: emo  ons, experiences, at-
 tudes, all submerged at varying depths in the 

personality.

Psalm 139 celebrates that God knows us in the 
depths of who we are.

O LORD, you have searched me and known me!
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
    you discern my thoughts from afar.
3 You search out my path and my lying down
    and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
    behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.

Rev. David Lenz

God knows us in the depths. For this we rejoice – and perhaps 
are a bit unnerved! For God is acquainted with all our ways: 
the good, the bad, and everything in between.

God knows us in the depths. But too o  en we know each other 
only at surface levels. We miss so much of another’s life that 
could encourage, delight, instruct, and inspire. There is a lot 
happening beneath the surface of a person.

I’m glad that over the coming program year at Hope Church we 
will take  me to fi nd out what lies beneath. Each month during 
our morning worship services we are going to hear (usually) 
from three people as they give their faith witness. As they 
share their story. As they tell us what God is doing in their life. 
As they help us to know them at a deeper level.

We will have the blessing of hearing the faith witnesses of 
others and be challenged to develop our own. When we do so, 
when we share our stories, truly we are “mutually encouraged 
by each other’s faith” (Romans 1:12).

We never know when God will use our story to make a diff er-
ence, perhaps an eternal diff erence, in someone’s life. Let us 
“always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 
3:15, NIV).

 Your Pastor, David Paul Lenz
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I li   weights for exercise because I have no athle  c 
ability. I started li  ing about the same  me I became a 
Chris  an and some of my training partners were also 
in my Bible study. As a result, it was common for us to 
talk about faith and Scripture as we worked out. These 
guys were serious, mature Chris  ans; but I was a new-
bie, certainly not in any posi  on to teach or evangelize. 
I had my own doubts to deal with.

One day as I was ge   ng dressed to workout, those 
doubts came fl ooding in and I thought to myself how 
much I wished there was some sign, some outward, 
visible proof that all these things I felt and believed 
were real. At that moment, the guy next to me tapped 
me on the shoulder.

“I’m a new believer,” he said apologe  cally, “and I’ve 
heard you talking with your friends. Can we talk?” 
For nearly a half hour we shared our stories of how 
we came to faith and how much we had yet to learn. 
When we fi nished, we shook hands and wished each 
other well.

I don’t recall if I ever saw him again, but I learned two 
very valuable lessons that day. First, God hears and an-
swers our doubts. Some  mes it’s through people just 
as confused as us. And secondly, living is evangelism. 
When Chris  ans take their faith with them into their 
ordinary lives, even a weight room, people no  ce. 

Listening Hearts
By Gloria Wiese

“Do you have ten minutes or so?” she said to me. Two hours 
later, we said goodbye.

“Great,” I said to myself as I put down my phone, “two hours 
and nothing profound came out of my mouth.” I felt dumb. 
I couldn’t relate to her story. Sure, we all face challenges, 
navigate through uncomfortable territory, and manage to live 
another day. We’re all works-in-progress. In spite of the details, 
perhaps we’re not that diff erent a  er all. Everyone gets stuck 
at some point. Who doesn’t need someone to talk to, to listen, 
and wrestle through the hard stuff ?

But the only thing I managed to spit out was: “I believe you.  
I’m sorry this happened to you. Thanks for trus  ng me.”          
All I could give my friend was a listening heart.

What’s a listening heart? A listening heart requires everything: 
our focus, our a  en  on, all of us. A listening heart has no quick 
answers or funny stories to turn the spotlight toward itself. 
Instead of half-hearing while formula  ng a response, a listen-
ing heart actually “hollers” loud and clear: “You are loved and 
what you have to say—both your thoughts and feelings—are 
important to me.”

Apparently, only listening hearts can truly dignify another 
heart.

How can we develop a listening heart? We can start by asking 
God to give us a listening heart so we can be more “present” 
to the Holy Spirit’s work in the people around us (I fi gure, if we 
can’t listen to others, I highly doubt we have “ears to hear” the 
Lord). We can learn to cul  vate a listening heart by gathering 
in the Chapel at “360” on Wednesdays nights. Just think what 
could happen if we started hanging out with other listening 
hearts in our Small Group Network!

“Can We Talk?”
By Cecil Massie
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By Sheryl Hjellming

Heidi Rodgers, Steve Blazanin and Gordy    
Hjellming working at the Senior Ci  zen Center    
in Wheelwright 

On Sunday morning, July 31st, I found myself si   ng in 
the back of the sanctuary at the Wheelwright Bap  st 
Center in Kentucky to spend some  me with the Lord 
before worship began. Our team had just arrived the 
night before and were ge   ng se  led in. There was a 
man in the front of the room, very obviously doing the 
same thing.  

We both sat for quite a while with some worship 
music playing, enjoying our  me with Jesus. Suddenly 
I looked up to see him coming towards me. I thought 
he was just going to greet me and introduce himself. 
Boy, was I wrong! He told me that he had received a 
word from the Lord for me and could he share it with 
me. Now that’s an odd request to hear - one I certainly 
wasn’t expec  ng. Not something that happens in my 
daily life. But I knew that he had been communing 
deeply with the Lord and if he truly had a word from 
the Lord for me, I truly wanted to hear it, so I agreed. 

As soon as he sat down and star  ng sharing with me, 
I felt the powerful, in  mate presence of the Lord!  
And the tears started fl owing! Because the words he 
shared clearly spoke into a current situa  on in my life 
- let alone that he was willing to step out in faith to a 
perfect stranger - I was pre  y certain they truly were 
from the Lord and not just something he came up with 
on his own.  

I asked him to write everything down so I could make 
sure I remembered the message correctly and pray 
about it to make sure I am on his path and not my 
own. I am so thankful for Chad’s faithfulness and de-
termina  on to do as the Lord instructed him and can’t 
wait to see how he works this out for the kingdom.

Sharing Hearts and Home
By Nancy Walstrom and KJ Madison

Nancy and KJ served together as overnight hosts during Hope Church’s       
summer week of hos  ng temporarily homeless families with the Families  
Moving Forward (FMF) program.

As we were thinking about ge   ng our beds ready for the 
overnight, a couple came into the Courtyard Room and just sat 
down. They seemed to want our company, so we abandoned 
the “going to bed early" idea and started talking with them. 

They shared a li  le of their story with us. They had traveled 
to Minnesota from a neighboring state to apply for a health 
program they had heard about through a distant rela  ve. Once 
here, they learned the program was for Minnesota residents 
only. The rela  ve asked them to leave immediately. They got 
in their car and wondered what they should do since they had 
nowhere to stay. All hope seemed to be gone. 

That very day FMF called to tell them an opening was available 
for their family in the program. This was the confi rma  on they 
needed to stay and try to meet the residency requirement. 
FMF worked with them to make a plan which included fi nding 
employment, and another blessing, as the wife was off ered a 
job. 

As we prayed with them, a bonding happened between the 
four of us that is hard to explain. This was a simple conversa-
 on, orchestrated by God, to inspire and strengthen our faith, 

demonstrate his love and remind us how much he cares for 
each of us as individuals.  
 
It was defi nitely the work of the Holy Spirit throughout their 
journey and through FMF that night as we both witnessed. 
The sacrifi ce of a few hours of sleep was a blessing in disguise- 
what an honor to meet the family and for them to share their 
hearts with us—go, God!!

Praise God for the  mes we're willing to sacrifi ce and for the 
opportunity to be a small part of his plan. May we be purpose-
ful and lean on the Holy Spirit more to discern the simple 
opportuni  es God allows each of us. May we do be  er to love 
one another, to put others before ourselves in the name of 
Christ, no ma  er what the circumstances.
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This summer at Hope Shores, I’ve learned that conversa  on is a powerful tool for 
ministry. One of my favorite chats was with a camper during high school week, 
who is also a close friend of mine. During our experien  al worship sta  ons night,    
I was posi  oned at the fi re pit where campers could write lies from the world, burn 
them, and paint truths on the surrounding HeArt Gallery boards. When she arrived 
at the fi re and seemed upset, I approached her and asked, “What’s your lie?”

“Not good enough,” she whispered back. And as she explained the uncertainty and 
fear she feels as she prepares to leave for college, the Lord reminded me how true 
every one of her worries had been for me exactly a year earlier. I got to encour-
age her to rest in Christ’s suffi  ciency, tried to respond prac  cally to her fears, and 
prayed for her.

The interac  on was simple, but looking back, it’s so clear that God ordained this 
conversa  on, perfec  ng every detail so that it could occur: I, who “happened” to 
be sta  oned at the lies and truth ac  vity, could fully relate to her fears, she “hap-
pened” to come late so we could have privacy, and the truth-covered boards even 
felt like a physical fortress protec  ng us from lies and fear. To top it off , the hanging 
lights reminded me of 1 Peter 2:9, which says Christ “called [us] out of darkness 
into his marvelous light.” 

To me, marvelous light sounds like just about the exact opposite of fear, and the 
perfect synchroniza  on of the details in the atmosphere was clearly God seeking 
to meet with my friend. And what does a realiza  on like that do to our anxie  es? 
How can we be uncertain in the face of a God who so painstakingly takes care to 
encounter us? I believe God wanted to remind my friend of His sovereignty, and it 
was my joy to see him use conversa  on to do it.

Not Good Enough...
By Kendall Bradley, Camp Staff er
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Together in the Word: Sharing the Story
The gospel of Jesus Christ that begins in the Old Testa-
ment and is fulfi lled in the New Testament is “the 
greatest story ever told.” 

Two years ago we heard the Story – training ourselves 
to become acquainted with (or perhaps more familiar 
with) God’s redemp  ve work through the chronology 
and people of the Bible. Last year we focused on what 
it means to live the Story – applying the high calling of 
Jesus and the principles of the kingdom of God to our 
daily lives, to our rela  onships with family and friends, 
to our work.
 
Now our emphasis is on sharing the Story. Jesus names 
us as his witnesses and ambassadors. He invests us 
with the incredible privilege and responsibility of tell-
ing the world who he is and how he loves us – that he 
is light and life, healer and hope, Savior and Lord. 

Our goal is to equip and inspire people to share the 
Story. 

• We will study the Book of Acts and the extraordi-
nary people who in the power of the Holy Spirit 
made extraordinary witness for Jesus in Jerusa-
lem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the world.

• We will memorize Scripture together. Every month 
we will focus on a new verse, learning not only the 
words but studying also the meaning. We want to 
have the treasure of God’s Word deep within us so 
that we are ready to witness for every opportunity 
God gives us.

• We will hear many “faith witnesses” during our 
worship services. People of Hope Church will give 
tes  mony about God’s work in their lives. That 
tes  mony will bless us and also provide models 
for our own faith witness.

• Jesus says, “You will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). 
Let us give ourselves fully to sharing the greatest 
story ever told, the gospel of Jesus Christ! 

                                 

Sharing
the Story

Events

The Well
Sunday, September 4
There will be no Well service on Labor Day 
weekend. Join us on September 11th!

Fall Kickoff Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, September 11
9:30 - 11:00 am, Social Events Room
Join us as we begin the fall season with a pancake breakfast 
served by Chris Cakes from Kansas. Suggested dona  on:       
$3/person, $10/family maximum.   

Walk4Water 
Sunday, September 25
12:30 pm Program/One-mile Walk 
1:00 pm   BBQ Picnic 
Veteran’s Park (64th and Portland)
The Walk 4 Water is a great way for families to take part in an 
event that makes a diff erence. Each year, W4W has helped 
provide access to safe water in a new area. 

A Weekend with Mateen Elass
Saturday, October 29
Morning seminar on Islam and the Koran
Sunday, October 30
Preaching at morning services
All-Church Forum - the faith witness of Mateen Elass

Mateen Elass was born to a Syrian Muslim 
father and raised for more than a decade 
in Saudi Arabia. At the age of 20, while a 
student at Stanford University, he became 
a follower of Jesus Christ. Having earned a 
Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from Dur-
ham University in England, Mateen was a 
pastor for various Presbyterian congrega-
 ons.  He is a member of ECO. Mateen 

now serves with Voice of the Truth in 
Colorado Springs, a ministry dedicated to reaching the Arabic-
speaking peoples with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Mateen’s 
par  cular work is with churches and Chris  an groups eager to 
learn about Islam, its claims and challenges, and how to share 
the gospel winsomely and eff ec  vely with Muslims. Among his 
many publica  ons is the book Understanding the Koran.
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Covenant Member Class
Wednesdays, October 26, November 2
6:00 - 8:00 pm
Mission Conference Room
Interested in membership? Join us for 
dinner as we get to know each other 
and learn about what it means to be a 
Hope Covenant Member. Contact Megan 
Slinger (megan@hope-pc.org). 

Thanksgiving Eve
Wednesday, November 20
7:00 pm, Sanctuary
We gather together to give thanks to the 
Lord at this tradi  onal worship service.

Join the Sanctuary Choir 
If you enjoy singing and leading other 
people in worship, please consider joining 
the Sanctuary Choir this fall!  

Weekly Wednesday rehearsals begin 
on September 7 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in 
the Adult Choir Room (H004). No audi-
 on is necessary—however, prior choral 

experience is very helpful. We will sing on 
Sundays beginning on September 11 at 
the 8:45 am tradi  onal worship service. 

Ques  ons? Contact Dean Palermo at 
612/866-4055, ext. 3136 or dean@hope-
pc.org.

Christmas Musical:  
“Praise Noels” 
Sunday, December 11
8:45 and 11:00 am
Come and worship the newborn King with Praise Noels led by the Cel-
ebra  on Choir and The North Shore Brass Ensemble. Praise Noels adds a 
contemporary touch to Christmas by blending beloved carols with some 
of today’s most popular worship songs. This musical, arranged by Don 
Marsh, seamlessly weaves the two elements together in singable, yet 
powerful arrangements. 

Songs include:
“Joy to the World” with “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever”
“Here I Am to Worship” with “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
“Emmanuel Has Come” with “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
“Angels We Have Heard on High” with “Shout to the Lord”
“Shine On Us” with “O Li  le Town of Bethlehem”
“O Holy Night” with “Agnus Dei”
“Silent Night” with “Draw Me Close”
“Because We Believe” with “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Want to Sing for Praise Noels? 
All interested singers are welcome to join the Celebra  on Choir for this 
event! There will be three rehearsals:

Wednesdays, November 30 and December 7 
6:30 - 8:00 pm in the Adult Choir Room (H004) 
Saturday, December 10 (dress rehearsal)
10:00 am - Noon (with instruments)

CD rehearsal recordings and musical scores are available. If you have 
ques  ons or would like to get a CD and music to rehearse, please 
contact Dean Palermo at 612/866-4055, ext. 3136, or by e-mail: dean@
hope-pc.org.
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Small Group  
Network  

Short-term Groups 
 

 

Perspectives on Global Poverty   
This 8-week study provides a holistic 
framework in which to study poverty. 
Mondays, 7:00-8:15 pm, the Chapel, with 
Bob & Sue Bradley (Sept 19-Nov 28) 
 

Israel: The Irrevocable Factor      
Why did God choose this piece of land? 
Join us for 4-week study on Monday 
nights, 6:30-8:00 pm, 5519 Humboldt 
Circle, Mpls (Sept 26-Oct 17) 
 

The Jesus Quiz: Responding to the 
Questions Jesus Asked                           
A fun 4-week study meeting in various 
locations (Oct 2-30) gloria@hope-pc.org   
 

OPEN TO ALL 
SIGN UP IN THE LINK 

OASIS 
A variety of topics are 
addressed by seasoned 
leaders from around the 
Twin Cities. South Social 
Events (starts Sept 18)  

 

Adult Discipleship Ministry                            September/December 2016 Edition 

SUNDAY 10 AM 
EQUIPPING HOUR  

Bible Studies 
 

The G.A.M.E. for Men 
Wednesday, 6:30-8:00  pm, H 130 
“A Study on the Book of Hebrews”       
Starts Sept 21 
 

Women’s Thursday Morning 
9:30-11:30 am, Courtyard Room  
“Finding Your Story in God’s Story,” cost 
$39, childcare provided. Starts Sept 15 
 

Women’s 3-in-1  
2nd Monday of the month, 1 pm, Atrium 
“Women of the New Testament”        
Starts September 

FELLOWSHIP 
EVENTS  

Women’s “Living Proof” Simulcast 
with Beth Moore 

 

9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
Saturday, Sept 17 

 

Gather with women from around the 
world for this inspiring one-day 
simulcast that will encourage you to dive 
deeper into Scripture. Don’t miss out! 
Tickets on sale from Sept 11 in the link 
and online. 
COST: $20 includes lunch 

Men’s Retreat 
 

“Like Father, Like Son” 
Hope Shores Bible Camp 
Friday-Sunday, Oct 7-9 

 

Throughout the year, we will engage in 
interactive teaching series and special 
fellowship nights designed to unify our 
fellowship and enhance our missional 
impact. 

All Church Prayer Night: Learning 
to Dialogue with God (Sept 21) 
360 Men’s Night (Sept 28) 
360 Women’s Night (Oct 5) 
“A Beautiful Mind” with Gloria 
Wiese. Learn about Paul’s 
approach to transformed thinking 
(Oct 12-26) 
“The Challenge of Other 
Religions” with guest speaker Rick 
Mattson, apologetics expert (Nov 
2-16) 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Ongoing Groups 
 

Mentoring in Faith 
Looking to engage in a life-on-life, 
transformative mentoring relationship? 
Contact: Linda Dahl 651-454-8127 
 

Young Adult Community Group 
Tuesdays, 7 pm. Join other young adults 
for Bible study, worship, and service at 
this home-based gathering. Contact: 
megan.slinger@gmail.com  
 

Home Fellowships 
Contact: Larry & Debbie Bell 
lbellcrew@msn.com  

Golf Classic  
 

Crystal Lakes Golf Course in Lakeville 
Saturday, Sept 17 

Dynamic Singles  
This women’s group meets for lunch at 
a local restaurant. Sundays, 11:30 AM 

Sept 11 Applebees – 9601 
Lyndale Ave in Bloomington 
Oct 9 Macy’s Lakeshore Grill 
at Southdale Center 

 

Pairs & Spares  
This social group meets monthly for a 
catered meal and entertainment. Open 
to everyone! Social Events Room 

Sept 9 Higher Call 
Oct 14 Dan Everson & Carlie 
Madison 

Older adults  

The GYM 
“Stolen Identity” with 
Gloria Wiese. In this 7-
week series, we’ll gain a 
greater appreciation of 
who Jesus is by 
examining how the 
world misunderstands 
him (Sept 18-Nov 6) 

FRIENDSHIP Class  
Adults with special needs gather 
together for good Bible study, rich 
fellowship, and sweet discussion. H130 
 

“Words Have Meaning” with Bruce 
Hillyer. Join us for a lively discussion on 
words that have far more influence than 
we may realize (Nov 13-20) 

“Be the Light” with John Hall. Learn to 
live your life as the light of the world 
(Nov 27-Dec 18) 

Registration begins in 
August!  

COST: 85 

6:30-7:30 pm in the Chapel 

 
 

Men! Gather for a weekend of great 
fellowship, fun activities, and 
opportunities to encourage each other to 
grow into the men that God inspires us 
to be. Registration will begin in August. 
Plan to invite a good friend! 
COST: $100 

Wednesday 
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Finding Your Story in God’s Story                                                       
September 15, 2016 – May 4, 2017  
9:30 - 11:30 am, Courtyard Room
Each of our lives tells a story. Our 
stories are part of God’s bigger 
story! This yearlong study will in-
clude weekly ‘  me with Jesus’, Bible 
stories, and comple  ng and sharing 
eight Listen to My Life visual maps. 
We will share our maps every few 
weeks. Each map is a tool God uses 
to reveal who he is and who we are. 
It will be an exci  ng adventure with 
women of all ages. This will be a 
‘closed’ group—register for the full 
year by contac  ng kristenmaas@
gmail.com or linda@abidinghope.
com. 

Required: Listen to My Life por  olio 
for each person (includes 8 book-
lets and maps). Cost is $39. Please 
register by August 25 and we’ll 
order your por  olio for you. If you 
register a  er August 25, you’ll need 
to purchase your por  olio online at 
onelifemaps.com. (Par  al scholar-
ships will be available).

Men’s Retreat
Friday - Sunday, October 7 - 9
Hope Shores Bible Camp 
Like Father, Like Son! 
Be imitators of God, as His beloved 
children.-- Ephesians 5:1 

Great fellowship, fun ac  vi  es, 
and opportuni  es to encourage 
each other to iden  fy ourselves as 
children of our Heavenly Father. We 
are sons of God! We enjoy being 
with him, belonging to him, and 
becoming more like him. Plan now 
to be with us. Registra  on will begin 
in August. Consider invi  ng a good 
friend. Remember: It won’t be the 
same without you!

Pairs and Spares 
We are a social group of couples 
and singles who meet the second 
Friday of every month. We enjoy a 
catered lunch or dinner followed 
by a variety of diff erent programs. 
Everyone is welcome. We sell 
 ckets ($15 per person) the two 

Sundays prior to the event. We 
welcome back our regular friends, 
and would love to have some new 
friends join us. If you have any 
ques  ons, please call Marcia Boler 
at 612/869-3961. 

Friday, September 9
6:00 pm, Social Events Room
We're so delighted to welcome 
back the wonderful quartet Higher 
Call, featuring our former Hope 
member David Waller. 

Friday, October 14
6:00 pm, Social Events Room
More favorites of ours: Dan 
Everson and Carlie Madison will 
entertain us with their great gospel 
music.

Friday, November 11
12:00 noon, Social Events Room
Interna  onally renowned storytell-
er Pa   Kachel will delight us as she 
shares her memorable, humorous, 
heartwarming and Christ-focused 
stories.

Friday, December 9
6:00 pm, Social Events Room
Let's ring in the Christmas season 
with the Eagan Women of Note 
chorus, as they present songs of 
the season.

Welcome, Mia!
Our Student Ministries 
department is honored to 
announce our new Direc-
tor of Small Groups: Mia 
Franklin. You may have 
met Mia this summer as 
she has been co-leading 
worship as one of our 
interim worship leaders. 

Mia grew up in Chicago and a  ended 
North Central University where she 
received her BA in Secondary Educa  on; 
Communica  ons Arts and Literature. 
Mia has worked for the past three years 
as a middle school language arts teacher 
at Learning for Leadership Charter 
School in Minneapolis. 

Mia has felt a growing call on her life to 
step into ministry. She has a deep heart 
for Jesus and discipling teenagers in 
their faith. She has experience working 
with students of many backgrounds and 
looks forward to our unique context at 
Hope. Mia is an ac  ve member of the 
young adult group and a  ends The Well. 
She enjoys reading, cooking, gardening, 
the outdoors, and cats.

Small groups have been a big part of 
Mia’s faith story, as it was in a small 
group se   ng where she fi rst experi-
enced the love of Christ. Friends invited 
her to a small group where she was 
instantly welcomed, accepted, and 
loved. She said that was “a fi rst for her 
as an awkward middle schooler.” Mia 
says, “I am excited to help create groups 
that live life together and pursue Christ 
together through all of life's ups and 
downs. I have experienced this kind 
of support through living life with my 
young adult small group.”

Please welcome Mia Franklin to our 
team. Introduce yourself to her; she’s 
excited to get to know everyone!
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Parent Meetings
All parents of incoming 6th - 12th 
graders are invited to meet the   
Student Ministries staff  and learn 
how to get plugged in this year. 
We’ll lay out our new Wednesday 
night small group ministry.

Sunday, August 28  
10:00 am, Youth Room
Wednesday, August 31  
6:30 pm, Youth Room

Small Group Leader Training
Wednesday, September 14 
6:00 - 8:00 pm, Youth Room
Join us to meet other leaders, build 
rela  onships, and learn about what 
we will be teaching this year.

NEW this year:  Small Groups 
meet Wednesdays 
Wednesday, September 21 
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Middle school will meet at church 
star  ng in the Youth Room. High 
school groups meet in Richfi eld 
homes. Come and grow deeper with 
your walk with Jesus and unpack 
life together with peers and leaders 
who care.

Sr Seminar BBQ 
Wednesday, September 21 
6:30 - 8:00 pm
Sr Seminar is a small group for 
seniors in high school who will meet 
throughout the year to discuss top-
ics facing them in their last year of 
high school as they transi  on into 
college, work, and life a  er high 
school.

On the Saturday of our departure, ten yawning high 
school students and four very caff einated leaders 
piled into the vans that would be our home for the 
long drive from Minnesota to Pharr, Texas. Among 
other supplies, we had prepared and sorted enough 
materials for four mornings of “Escuelitas Biblicas” 
(Vaca  on Bible School). Verses were wri  en by hand 
on Hope-Shores-style poster boards, and we’d re-
hearsed a series of fun skits designed to introduce the 
kids to Jesus and the Bible.

Two days later, Hope’s group was se  ling in for dinner 
at the Moya home when we learned that a family of 
fi ve and their pastor were arriving from their church 
in Aus  n to serve alongside the Moya family just like 
us. Their pastor introduced himself as Joe, “But this 
week, I am Jose,” he added with a good-natured grin.

The next morning, we quickly walked the Aus  n 
church through our plan for the morning’s ac  vi  es. 
Then Pastor Joe spoke up. “I also know a couple skits 
I could teach everyone.” So he gathered volunteers 
from both his church and Hope’s group, and walked 
them through two simple skits. One illustrated the joy 
of the Lord, the other was about sin. An hour later, we 
stood in front of the VBS kids and learned, by a show 
of hands, that only a quarter of them felt that they 
could speak and listen in English. Suddenly, our skits, 
our song boards, and a major por  on of our prepara-
 on went sailing out the window. But Pastor Joe’s 

skits didn’t use any words at all, and the kids loved 
them both!

The following days in Pharr, my mind kept going back 
to that fi rst morning, when a language barrier was 
all we could see, and God broke it down before we 
even knew it was there. I love that the solu  on wasn’t 
found in the Hope team’s prepara  ons, but in our 
new teammates. That fi rst morning in Texas, God was 
already showing us his awesome plan for our team as 
a whole, and how he can work through each of us if 
we don’t cling too closely to our own plans, but are 
open and a  en  ve to his leading.

Young Life Starts
6:27 pm, Gym/Youth Room

High School: 
Monday, September 19 
Middle School:
Thursday, September 22 

Young Life is a high-energy night 
of games, hanging out, watching 
inspiring videos, and hearing an 
encouraging message of hope from 
the gospel.

Sunday Mornings begin 
September 18 - 10:00 am
All youth 6th - 12th grades join us in 
the Youth Room for Bible teaching 
and discussion.

Breakfast Club 
Sundays, October 2, 
November 6, and December 4 
All youth 6th - 12th grades are 
invited to join us for breakfast,    
worship, and a special speaker.

All Youth Event 
Zero Gravity Trampoline Park
Saturday, October 22
All 6th - 12th graders are invited to 
a fun day of jumping with friends. 
Look for fl iers with more details.

November: 
Fall Retreats at Castaway

High School: 
November 11 - 13 
Middle School: 
November 18 - 20

Breaking Down Barriers: 
Texas Mission Trip
By Kate Pitchford
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Family Ministry 
Interns & VBX!

Two of our highlights from this summer are our interns and VBX! Children of all ages contributed to a crea  ve week 
of ministry to over 100 kids at our summer VBX under the leadership of our Interns: Adam Ford, Jonathan Connors, 
Madison Dillon and Amy Blazanin. It has been a joy for us to watch these young adults commit to ministry, grow in 
leadership, and develop gi  s that build up the body of Christ. It's deligh  ul to watch the friendships they make and 
the opportuni  es they take to serve in other places, like Hope Shores. We will be looking for more interns interest-
ed in serving with us on Sundays or Wednesdays in the fall. If you are a high school or college-age student looking 
to grow in leadership and faith this year while serving kids, please email Heidi Connors: heidi@hope-pc.org.
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Sharing 
Hope’s Story
By Kim Laufenburger

It’s an exci  ng  me at Hope Church 
– the Mountain Movers debt is 
paid, the Portland construc  on is 
nearing comple  on (at least we 
hope!), and the start of a new 
program year is just around the 
corner. Even more than that – we 
believe that God is turning the page 
for us as we fully embrace our new 
denomina  onal home in ECO. 

The session and staff  are eager to 
begin a “strategic thought” partner-
ship with Open Book Communica-
 ons (h  p://www.teamopenbook.

com). Our work together will help 
us with an ar  cula  on of “the main 
thing” that drives our church—in-
cluding core language to capture 
what uniquely sets us apart and the 
vision that drives us forward—in 
ways that energize and unify us as 
a congrega  on. This will lead to a 
new logo, visual iden  ty, and a new 
website. The goal of working with 
Open Book is to energize us around 
a shared vision of who we are and 
what we are going a  er—to the 
glory of God and the good of Hope 
Church.

We will begin work together in the 
middle of September and con-
clude in late February. The process 
will entail research, one-on-one 
interviews with staff  and people of 
Hope, a  endance at Hope events, 
and then work sessions with Hope 
leadership.

You will be hearing more about this 
as the process unfolds and we are 
eager to share it with you. Join us 
in praying for God to inspire and 
s  r his desires for Hope Church. 
We want to be clear on our story so 
that we can share HIS story!

Please consider how you can leave a legacy 
gi   at Hope Church that will nurture the 
faith of future genera  ons. You can desig-
nate Hope in your estate planning, memo-
rial gi  s, bequests and other legacy gi  s. 
Contact the Main Offi  ce at 612/866-4055 for 
details.

Legacy Tip: 
Get Mo  vated for Estate Planning
Estate planning for our uncertain future is 
the last thing most of us want to do today. 
Not only is it diffi  cult to consider all the pos-
sible events, it forces us to face our mortal-
ity. The Bible is full of inspira  onal verses 
that can help focus our planning, without 
adding to our worrying. It is a task you just 
need to get started and accept that it won’t 
be perfect. But it can be Christ-centered.

Here are some mo  va  ng Scripture verses 
to help you get started in the proper frame 
of mind:
• For a proper perspec  ve on our           

uncertain earthly future: James 4:13-17  
• On the responsibili  es of being 

wealthy, and a focus on true riches:                       
1 Timothy 6:17-19  

• On storing your treasure in               
heaven for the best future possible:                     
Ma  hew 6:20 and Luke 12:33 

Thrivent Choice
You can support Hope by par  cipa  ng in 
Thrivent Choice. If you are a Thrivent mem-
ber, we encourage you to designate your 
Choice Dollars to support Hope Church. 

Visit thrivent.com/choice and click Get Start-
ed or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) 
and state, “Thrivent Choice.” Thrivent gives 
its members the opportunity to recommend 
where some of Thrivent Financials charita-
ble outreach funds go through the Thrivent 
Choice program.

 

Two estate planning concepts 
which can be helpful in plan-
ning for a legacy gi   to Hope 
Church:

Iden  fy Con  ngent 
Benefi ciaries
Most people leave re  rement 
plan accounts to their spouse 
as their primary benefi ciary.  
However, it is highly recom-
mended to also name at least 
one con  ngent benefi ciary, 
in case your spouse dies fi rst. 
Children are o  en named 
con  ngent benefi ciaries. Hope 
Church can also be named 
one of the con  ngent benefi -
ciaries.

Qualifi ed Disclaimer
Both Federal and Minnesota 
laws permit any benefi ciary 
of inherited assets to elect to 
not receive them. Such a dis-
claimer must be made in writ-
ing within nine months from 
date-of-death. The disclaimer 
can be total or par  al.  

The consequence of a dis-
claimer is a transfer of the 
iden  fi ed assets to any named 
con  ngent benefi ciaries. The 
outcome is more complicated 
if the deceased owner of the 
asset failed to name a con  n-
gent benefi ciary, but typi-
cally it transfers to surviving 
children.

Planning Example:
My mother names me as 
primary benefi ciary of her 
IRA and also iden  fi es Hope 
Church as the con  ngent 
benefi ciary. When she dies, 
I could disclaim part of 
the account balance. Such 
amount would transfer to 
Hope Church. No income tax 
or estate tax result from such 
transfer.

Legacy Gifts 
to Hope 
Church
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Classes

American Culture Class
Starts Tuesday, September 13
9:30 am  - Noon
Courtyard Room
Women from various countries and cultures 
build friendships through English lessons, cook-
ing, cra  s, and other ac  vi  es together. Child-
care is provided for a small fee. Contact Lois 
Swanson at 952/435-3796 or loisaswanson@
gmail.com.

Parent Share (in English)
Thursdays, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Enter at Door #1
A place where parents (and grandparents) can 
get together to share all the ins and outs of par-
en  ng facilitated by a family counselor. Contact 
Peggy Turnbull at peggy@hope-pc.org for more 
informa  on.

Padres Compartiendo
(en Español)
Jueves, 6-8 pm (entrar en la puerta #1)
es un lugar donde los padres pueden reunirse 
para compar  r todas sus experiencias sobre la 
crianza de sus hijos.
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Ways to Serve
Learn more about ways to serve at www.hope-
pc.org/missions-overview or contact Peggy 
Turnbull at peggy@hope-pc.org 

Community Emergency Service 
Food Shelf   
Saturdays: September 10, October 8, 
November 12, December 10
8:30 am - Noon
Pack and deliver groceries to homebound 
neighbors in the Phillips neighborhood who 
qualify for free food, but are unable to get to 
the food shelf because of physical or mental 
limita  ons. 

Parent Share - children’s activities
Thursdays, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Help with ac  vi  es for preschoolers and          
elementary aged children whose parents a  end 
the support group. 

USA Homestays – Host int’l student
Provide a room for an extended period, invite 
a student for a holiday meal, or do periodic 
ac  vi  es with students as a friendship family.

Events 

Walk 4 Water 
Sunday, September 25 (see p. 6 for details)
Ministry Fair 
Sunday, November 6

Keep Your Eyes Open
By Sheryl Hjellming

Steve Blazanin, Heidi Rodgers, Gordy Hjellming and I (along with 
32 of our new best friends) just got back from serving a week in 
Wheelwright, Kentucky with World Servants. Most of us worked 
on homes of those struggling in one way or another to complete 
needed repairs or projects.  

One home was owned by a woman named Patricia who is help-
ing to care for her elderly mother who has a large inoperable 
growth on one of her lungs. Her mom only weighs 77 pounds, 
is on oxygen around the clock, and has great diffi  culty ge   ng 
around, par  cularly using steps. Patricia had been trying to carry 
her and her oxygen cart up the stairs to get her in the house ev-
ery day. Patricia’s house needed a ramp to make it easier to get 
her mom in and out of the home. 

So some of our team members enthusias  cally accepted the job, 
working hard to get the ramp built. One of our team members 
Brenda is shown at right 
on the new ramp. On the 
last day, before they had 
go  en the rails on the 
ramp, Patricia brought her 
mom home a  er an ap-
pointment and her mom 
asked her if the ramp was 
for her to use. Patricia told 
her it was. 

Before she could even get 
out of the car and around 
to help, her mom got 
herself out, and using her 
oxygen cart, got herself 
across the yard and was 
up on the deck. When Pa-
tricia got up the steps her 
mom said, “Beat ya!” 

By building a simple ramp, 
the team was able to give 
Patricia’s mom a li  le bit 
of her independence back, 
which by her spunk you 
can tell she very much appreciated. So keep your eyes open! You 
just never know how the Lord will use you to make a signifi cant 
impact on someone’s life.
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Rhe   Ezekiel was born May 7 to Jared 
and Erin Carr. Jim and Susan Lindvall 
are his grandparents. Bud and Louise 
Anderson are his great-grandparents.

Thomas James was born May 12 to Jon 
Michael and Kirby Selle. John and Carol 
Hall are his grandparents.

With Thanks
Dear Hope Family,
Juan is home a  er 2-1/2 months in the 
hospital and TCU. Your cards, visits, and 
calls during that  me encouraged us! 
Your prayers on our behalf were power-
ful! Thank you for walking alongside of 
us during this part of his recovery! The 
end of August, he will begin chemo and 
radia  on. Please keep covering us in 
prayer.     
 With grateful hearts, 
 Juan and Jan Lopez

With Our Sympathy 
and Prayers to the...
• Gregg family in the loss of Kim’s 

dad on May 5
• Cas  llejos family in the loss of 

Cesar’s aunt on May 27
• Black family in the loss of Ken on 

May 30 and Karen’s mother on 
July 6

• Good family in the loss of Ray
• Straub family in the loss of Jus  n’s 

grandma on June 14
• Saunders family in the loss of 

Charlene
• Larry and Becky Lorence in the 

loss of their stepmother on July 16
• Brantly family in the loss of Be  y’s 

granddaughter’s en  re family in a 
car accident

• Simpson family in the loss of Lor-
raine on July 25

Next Deadline: 
Noon Monday, November 7
(Covering December - February)
Word count for stories: 300 
Please send items to Leslee Day 
at leslee@hope-pc.org.

Library Notes
These are just a small sampling of the new books awai  ng you in the library! 
Please stop by and check out the other new books for each month. As a reminder, 
please check out your books and put the library card in the box on the desk. We 
have some missing books at the moment, so please check your bookshelves and 
return any Hope books.

September
The End of Law: A Novel of Hitler’s Germany, by Therese Down
“Berlin, 1933: as Hitler rises to power; the law--designed to protect and serve-
-becomes twisted to the will of those who dream of a pure Aryan race.”  This novel 
explores the lives of three people: SS Offi  cer Walther Gunther, his wife, Hedda, 
and SS Offi  cer Karl Muller, as their lives become entwined in the T4 euthanasia 
programme, designed to kill those considered “unworthies.”

The Most Misused Verses in the Bible: Surprising Ways 
God's Word Is Misunderstood, by Eric J. Bargerhuff 
This book is an explora  on of commonly misused versus in 
the Bible. Eric Bargerhuff , pastor and Bible scholar, places 
each of the verses in context, providing historical and scrip-
tural insights to the reader. This is an easy read and worth 
the  me to do so.

October
Satan You Can't Have My Country: 
A Spiritual Warfare Guide to Save America, by Mike Evans

“America is on the brink of either a Great Awakening or a rude awakening.” Mike 
Evans, NY Times best-selling Chris  an author of more than 60 books, lays out a 
vision for the future of America.

Oceans Apart, by Karen Kingsbury
Conner and Michele Evans are a couple that have it all. But as with many marriag-
es, they have had rocky  mes, and seven years ago Conner was unfaithful, which 
resulted in a son that Conner is unaware of. Now the woman has died, and the 
news of Conner’s son will either strengthen the family or destroy it.

November
The Sacrifi ce, by Robert Whitlow
“The most powerful weapon against evil is sacrifi ce.” At-
torney Sco   Ellis’ volunteer work at the local high school 
brings him back into contact with Kay Wilson, his former 
girlfriend. Unknown to either of them, the school is a 
ba  leground for an age-old struggle between good and 
evil; praying students and a janitor of extraordinary faith on 
one side and a teenager bent on mass destruc  on on the 
other. This is a total engrossing novel. 

When Life Hurts, by Jimmy Evans
Jimmy Evans, well-known pastor and counselor, provides hope and healing for 
anyone who is experiencing unresolved emo  onal pain, releasing them to chart a 
new and be  er future.



A Weekend with Mateen Elass
Saturday, October 29
 Morning seminar on Islam and the Koran
Sunday, October 30
 Preaching at morning services
 All-Church Forum - the faith witness of Mateen Elass

Mateen Elass was born to a Syrian Muslim father and raised for more than 
a decade in Saudi Arabia. At the age of 20, while a student at Stanford 
University, he became a follower of Jesus Christ. Having earned a Ph.D. in 
New Testament Studies from Durham University in England, Mateen was 
a pastor for various Presbyterian congrega  ons.  He is a member of ECO. 
Mateen now serves with Voice of the Truth in Colorado Springs, a ministry 
dedicated to reaching the Arabic-speaking peoples with the gospel of Je-
sus Christ. Mateen’s par  cular work is with churches and Chris  an groups 
eager to learn about Islam, its claims and challenges, and how to share 
the gospel winsomely and eff ec  vely with Muslims. Among his many pub-
lica  ons is the book Understanding the Koran.


