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Won’t You Be My Neighbor?
by Dan and Kory Everson

Luke 10:29b, 37 says: “And who is my neighbor?” The expert in the law replied,     
“The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
           
Now living in a condominium, it could be said that we have lots of close neighbors. 
We do, although the Luke passage points out that we all are blessed with a well popu-
lated neighborhood. Much to our surprise (12 years ago) we began discovering many 
neighbors whose home was China. We don’t live anywhere near China. It might be 
kind of diffi  cult to have a block party, but when it comes to a Christmas party; those 
wonderful interna  onal students come to us. 

Again this year, we are eagerly an  cipa  ng coming to Hope’s Christmas Eve service 
with several pews full of Christmas party guests, a majority of whom are interna  onal, 
and many of whom are from China. This experience will be brand new for several of 
them, who have never been in a church service previously. 

(con  nued on p. 2)
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(con  nued from p. 1)

A  er church, we will go 
back to our home and 
have a big meal, and likely 
respond to many ques-
 ons and comments about 

the service. Singing more 
Christmas carols, and play-
ing some group games 
-- That’s how our Christmas 
Eve will end, as it will for 
the guests.

It’s very interes  ng that 
this neighbor thing has 
“spread in.” Several of our 
local neighbors (from Hope) 
are also coming to the 
party and/or helping these 
distant neighbors feel at 
home. This Jesus, whom we 
are celebra  ng, might be 
kind of an interes  ng guy.

It took us several years to 
fi nd those neighbors, so if 
you haven’t found yours, 
don’t be discouraged. Just 
open your eyes and keep 
looking, and when you 
spot them, as you no doubt 
will, just ask them (with or 
without words), “Won’t you 
be my neighbor?” Don’t 
bother to sing the song.
 

A Living Hope
By Pastor David Lenz

Recently my wife Cynthia and I were out on our front lawn         
a  ending to some late season yard work. Bill, who lives across 
the street, walked over to us. He wanted to be sure we had heard 
the news about the tragic death of a young man who had been 
a teammate of our sons when they were in high school together. 
No, we had not heard, and we would have missed the oppor-
tunity to support a grieving family that we care about. We are 
grateful that Bill is such a good neighbor.

In the Old Testament, Levi  cus 19:18 tells us to love our neighbor. The New Testament 
quotes this verse nine  mes: six  mes in the gospels, and once each in Romans, Gala-
 ans, and James. Clearly this is a major biblical theme.

Jesus gives us deep insight into the theme of “neighbor” in his famous story of the Good 
Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). The prologue to the story is as important as the story itself. 
A certain man, a religious scholar, an expert in the law, wonders about inheri  ng eternal 
life. In the subsequent dialog with Jesus this man shows that he knows the words of 
Levi  cus 19:18. But he doesn’t understand what they mean. He thinks the important 
ques  on is “who is my neighbor?” 

So Jesus tells his story about the man who is a  acked by robbers and le   for half dead 
along the side of the road. A priest and a Levite, from the man’s own people group, 
see him but walk on by. Surprisingly, it is the Samaritan, a despised outsider, who is 
fi lled with compassion and stops to help, at considerable personal cost to his  me and 
resources.

Jesus never answers the ques  on “who is my neighbor.” Instead, he illustrates what it 
means to be a neighbor. The religious scholar had the right knowledge. But he didn’t 
have the right heart. Whenever head and heart are not connected, integrity is compro-
mised. Integrity is the union of belief and ac  on, the joining of what we know to be right 
with what we actually do.

Don’t worry about who your neighbor is. Just be a neighbor. That’s the message of       
Jesus. Be a person who puts fl esh on the important biblical mandate to love our neigh-
bor. Like the Good Samaritan, be a person of compassion who shows mercy to others.

We never need wonder again who our neighbor is. Neighbors are all around us. In the 
house next door. In the cubicle next to us at work. In the hospital elevator. In a snow-
fi lled parking lot with a car that won’t start. In our Vine & Branches store, perhaps 
speaking a language other than English. Jesus invites us to see every day as an adven-
ture in being a neighbor. The opportuni  es are almost boundless.

The Christmas season reminds us that “the Word became fl esh and dwelt among us” 
(John 1:14), or, as Eugene Peterson expresses so memorably in The Message, “The Word 
became fl esh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” Jesus, the good neighbor, 
the Son of God, loves us at considerable personal cost, so much so that he became one 
of us and sacrifi ced his very life.

May the Holy Spirit be at work in us so profoundly that we are inspired to be good 
neighbors, fi lled to overfl owing with the compassion and mercy we see in Jesus.

    Your Pastor, David Paul Lenz
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Grace Beyond at RMS 
By Cesar Cas  llejos

Last fall I walked into Richfi eld Middle School and 
no  ced one of our Young Life students in tears at 
lunch. When I asked him what was wrong he didn’t 
say anything. He put his eyes toward to the ground 
to hide his face and kept shaking his head as tears 
hit the fl oor. Another student at the table said, 
“Someone keeps calling him homeless because he 
wears the same clothes to school every day.” 

My heart immediately sank and his problem be-
came my problem. At recess we took a walk around 
the schoolyard and I told him I’d be back the next 
day with something for him. He simply said, “OK.” 
The following day Christmas came early and he got 
some new gear to sport around the school.

Ge   ng a student some new clothes was not an 
act of heroism. It was a response to Christ’s call in 
the Parable of the Good Samaritan, to “Go and do 
likewise.” In Luke 10:25-37, He invites us into a life 
of service and sacrifi ce. A life in which the needs 
of others are no  ced, a response is made, and the 
needs are more than met because grace extends 
beyond what is immediately needed. The Samari-
tan didn’t just bandage the wounded man and hide 
him in a cave. 

I Love My Planner
By Melia Ives

For years I was a slave to my plans, and it shook my equilibrium when my agenda got changed. However, God is 
taking me through a process of gentle transforma  on. Let me explain. I love my planner; the feel of the leather, 
the snap that the rings make when I add or remove a 3x5 card, and even the elas  c binder that holds it closed 
and has a bu  on made from a pinecone. But my planner has changed from what it once symbolized; in the past 
it was a catalog of concrete plans, now it is a list of endless possibili  es.
  
God has brought me to a place where I now approach days with a ques  on mark instead of a period. And I 
am completely amazed at how God has increased my capacity to be available to Him, and others, in personal,        
in  mate, and meaningful ways. I am more observant of ways to show love to those God places on my path.
  
This week He gently reminded me to set aside my agenda three  mes, which enabled me to take a widowed 
friend with MS to her fi rst appointment with a new doctor, spontaneously change my work schedule so I could 
watch my three lively grandchildren a  er my daughter unexpectedly developed ver  go, and to get up from my 
chair in a public wai  ng room and speak a word of apprecia  on to a person who had helped me earlier. 

Instead of the irrita  on I would have felt in the past by having my agenda disturbed, I am experiencing a free-
fl owing joy in listening to God. I s  ll carry my planner, but now its contents are wri  en in pencil because I want 
to make room for God to erase my list and rewrite it with His own plans for me. 

He went above and beyond, taking the man to an inn, staying the 
night, and leaving more money with the innkeeper in case there 
were extra expenses needed. Being a neighbor means that the   
problems of others become our problem, their needs become our 
needs, and we seek to bestow grace beyond.

Seeking to be the type of neighbor we fi nd in Luke 10, I desired to 
extend grace beyond the needs of one student. So over the course of 
a couple months, I connected with friends, fellow Young Life leaders, 
the community at The Well, and Vine & Branches to collect new or 
gently used clothes. In January of this year we opened a FREE cloth-
ing store in the basement of RMS stocked with clothes for students 
in need. The administra  on and counselors at the school have 
expressed their gra  tude for the project and say the store is used 
quite o  en to meet the needs of several students. As we respond to 
Christ’s call to be a neighbor that extends grace beyond, know with 
confi dence that Richfi eld Middle School is clothed with neighborly 
love from Hope Church. May we con  nue to seek more ways to be a 
neighbor in this community.
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I Needed One Most
By John Prin

“God loves you, John, and He has a plan    
for your life.”
“What? Are you kidding? A plan?             
Who says there’s a God?”
“Oh, God defi nitely exists,” my neighbor   
Joe con  nued. “You can be sure of that.”
 
We were standing in front of his house in 
Hollywood, California talking about the 
reasons why my life was out of control. Joe 
Steward was an aspiring actor and we’d 
talked about our career dreams numer-
ous  mes. That day he was telling me his 
reasons why my life was failing, because I 
was furious about my stalled screenwri  ng 
career and felt riddled with despair.

“You’re miserable, John, because you’re   
not following His plan for you.” 
I shrugged. “Let’s say you’re right.          
What do you suggest I do about it?”
“Well, the sure way to know God and        
His purpose for you is to know Jesus.”
“Oh, boy. Sorry, I’m not buying it.” 

Perplexed, I was not ready to hear those 
words, or to heed them. But it turned 
out that our conversa  on saved my life.         
And when I say life, I mean both my earthly 
and eternal life.

Two weeks later, having contemplated 
suicide for the umpteenth  me (for several 
diff erent reasons), and having mulled over 
Joe’s strong words of witness, I became 
ready to fi nally surrender my life to Jesus. 
As I did, He became real to me and I felt the 
Holy Spirit surge through me. 

I will forever be grateful to Joe Steward. 
I love how he pa  ently made the gospel 
message of salva  on clear and compelling 
–– all while defl ec  ng my scoffi  ng. Although 
he never became a movie star, for me Joe 
performed his greatest role when he spoke 
the truth boldly to his unruly neighbor. In 
my eyes that made him a leading man, and 
his example con  nually inspires me to be 
the missional disciple he was to me.

Neighbors for Almost 40 Years
By Lin Peterson Barre   

This past April we started looking for a new home for our sweet preschool, 
Time for Tots. It seemed like an ominous task, and we knew God would 
provide somehow. I Googled and God showed me a few churches in the 
Phillips Community that seemed to be a possible fi t for us.  

In two weeks we heard back from only one - but it was right around the 
corner and they were really interested! Wow! Was God showing us our 
new home? A  er several communica  ons, we all visited and decided that 
it was right, except that they were charging a monthly rent that seemed  
impossible for us - especially since we had never had to pay rent before. 
They were willing to wait, but a few weeks later God chose another minis-
try to take our place. We were disappointed, but we knew God had other 
plans. It was back to the drawing board!

I tried not to be worried and just trusted that God would provide. Through-
out my life I had learned that Jesus is very rarely early, but He is always 
on  me. He led us to Christ Church Interna  onal on the corner of 13th 
Avenue South and Lake Street. The classroom space was the best Time for 
Tots would have so far - plus it had a playground -- Hallelujah! It would be 
our fi rst playground since the ministry began in 1978. A  er wai  ng several 
weeks and packing up all our supplies, we signed our lease.  

We needed some vehicles and strong arms to help us move. God provided 
every single thing - trailers, trucks, cars and wonderful people with huge 
hearts and fl exibility - including 12 young men from Teen Challenge. We 
had hoped for four, but He knew we needed more. The Holy Spirit was 
fl owing every minute as they easily carried in all our supplies. Many life 
stories were shared - it was all such a God thing. Right before they drove 
away we praised God together - all our wai  ng was over - God provided,   
as we knew He would!  

We're so blessed! We con  nue to be neighbors for Jesus in the Phillips 
Community - all the glory goes to Him. Thanks for your con  nued support 
and prayers for this important ministry.
  

A Neighbor When
I Needed One Most
By John Prin

“God loves you, John, and He has a plan   
for your life.”
“What? Are you kidding? A plan?             
Who says there’s a God?”
“Oh, God defi nitely exists,” my neighbor   
Joe con  nued. “You can be sure of that.”

We were standing in front of his house in
Hollywood, California talking about the
reasons why my life was out of control. Joe 
Steward was an aspiring actor and we’d 
talked about our career dreams numer-
ous  mes. That day he was telling me his 
reasons why my life was failing, because I 
was furious about my stalled screenwri  ng 
career and felt riddled with despair.

“You’re miserable, John, because you’re  
not following His plan for you.”
I shrugged. “Let’s say you’re right.          
What do you suggest I do about it?”
“Well, the sure way to know God and        
His purpose for you is to know Jesus.”
“Oh, boy. Sorry, I’m not buying it.”

Perplexed, I was not ready to hear those
words, or to heed them. But it turned 
out that our conversa  on saved my life.        
And when I say life, I mean both my earthly
and eternal life.

Two weeks later, having contemplated
suicide for the umpteenth  me (for several 
diff erent reasons), and having mulled over
Joe’s strong words of witness, I became
ready to fi nally surrender my life to Jesus. 
As I did, He became real to me and I felt the
Holy Spirit surge through me.

I will forever be grateful to Joe Steward.
I love how he pa  ently made the gospel 
message of salva  on clear and compelling 
–– all while defl ec  ng my scoffi  ng. Although 
he never became a movie star, for me Joe
performed his greatest role when he spoke
the truth boldly to his unruly neighbor. In 
my eyes that made him a leading man, and
his example con  nually inspires me to be
the missional disciple he was to me.
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in my Neighborhood
By Kris McWilliams, Hope Deacon 

A  er being a Chris  an for 50 years, I asked God 
for a change with “Seeing Jesus Anew.” He has 
been answering that prayer and con  nues to 
with our two series about “The Story.” 
  
Coming from a highly opinionated family and 
with a job that requires teaching and speak-
ing to groups, I talk easily in public, but people 
who know me might be surprised to know that 
I test as an introvert. One-on-one rela  onships 
take eff ort from me. At home, I tend to stay by 
myself and pu  er in my garden. A very diffi  cult 
next door neighbor for years only increased my 
tendency to keep to myself in my neighborhood. 

When that neighbor moved, I asked God 
sincerely to bring someone He wanted there.                   
I wanted to start serving in my neighborhood.  
He brought me Sandra. Immediately, we had 
some things in common. I can speak some 
Spanish (her English is be  er) and she wanted a 
garden! She is a single woman and God also has 
given my husband ample opportuni  es to serve 
her with mechanical issues. 

I soon found that Sandra has a love for God, 
whom she thanks for the care and protec  on 
He has given her over a diffi  cult life  me. But 
Sandra needs to know Jesus be  er and she 
has expressed the interest to learn more about 
the Bible. This has brought me to the reality of 
working with cultural diff erences, the instability 
of job schedules for lower paying jobs, and the 
discrimina  on against even legal immigrants. 

I thought I was out of my comfort zone before! 
But God has given me a love and deep con-
cern for Sandra -- one person. I believe He will       
con  nue to lead me one step at a  me as I obey 
His call to serve my neighbor.

Being a "Neighbor" 
to Families with Special Needs
By Heidi Connors

Many of us cannot imagine the isola  on and challenges that families 
with special needs can face, especially in church se   ngs. We want to 
be a church that welcomes families with special needs and provides 
opportuni  es for everyone to grow in rela  onship with others and 
with Jesus. So what is Hope Church doing to be a neighbor to families 
with special needs?

- Lisa and Jerry Nygaard host a Friendship Class for adults with special 
needs and their families. Each week several people meet in the Room 
H130 at 10:00 AM for donuts and Bible discussion. An important    
community of love is growing here.

- On Sunday mornings, Family Ministries has "buddies" to help kids 
with special needs par  cipate with their peers in Sunday FUNday at 
10:00 AM and Kids’ Church at 11:00 AM. We welcome kids who have 
physical, emo  onal or behavioral challenges to be part of the growing 
body of Christ. These "buddies" provide assistance and off er friend-
ship to children in the name of Jesus.

- Mari Bonne  , our Family Advocate has created a classroom            
designed for kids with special needs. It includes sensory ac  vi  es that 
help kids engage and par  cipate in our Sunday morning programs by 
giving them a break when needed.

Join us in our mission to serve families with special needs well. Reach 
out and introduce yourself to families you no  ce. Help your children 
say hello to other children in the hallways. Prayerfully consider giv-
ing an hour of your  me each week and join our team of "buddies" 
who are partnering with kids who have special needs. Please contact 
Mari Bonne  , our Family Advocate, (mari.bonne  @hope-pc.org) and 
watch God at work in and through those so close to His heart.  
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Iron Sharpens Iron
By Rex Cooper

There is a blessing in being as old as I am and having 
been a Hope member for over 30 years. It’s wonderful 
to see the genera  ons of men share fellowship, and par-
 cularly when it includes genera  ons of a family sharing 

events together.

In 1997 I a  ended 
the Promise 
Keepers event in 
Washington, DC 
with over 100 men 
from Hope. I’ll 
always remember 
Bob Bratnober’s 
remark the morning of the event when he congratulated 
me “for being the fi rst person to keep three genera  ons 
of Bratnober men awake with my snoring.” I remember 
it because grandfather, son, and grandson were there 
together – and that was something I aspired towards.

At the Hope Golf Classic, we have seen father/son golf 
teams compete. Carlie Madison and sons, Brad Thomp-
son and sons, and Mark Wanous and his sons – all have 
been a part of the legacy building. Years ago, I began 
playing with Mark and Neil Hultgren at the Camp Ojib-
way Open, and our fourth was Mark Wanous, who is like 
a son to me. This year Neil returned to playing in the 
Hope Classic and he joined Mark, his sons Sam and Tyler, 
along with their grandfather Gary Becker in winning the 
Hultgren Cup -- named for Neil’s dad, Mark – genera-
 ons and genera  ons of Chris  an fellowship.

The Men’s Retreat brought home the joy of genera  ons 
being together, with Brian and Cameron Flakne, Cecil 
and Joe Selness, and my son Sco   joining me “throwing 
hatchets and footballs and praising God” (a li  le twist 
on Acts 3:8). What a joy it is to share Christ with those 
who have come before us, and who will carry on a  er 
us! We are looking forward to next fall’s retreat which 
will be a father/son themed retreat. It will be interes  ng 
to see if we might even have 3 or more genera  ons in 
a  endance.

My heart is full of great blessings I have received by be-
ing a member of the Hope family for so many years. One 
of the greatest is seeing men being men and keeping 
each other affi  rmed and accountable in the daily walks 
with the Lord. Passing it on to the next genera  ons is an 
even greater blessing - “Iron sharpening iron” (Proverbs 
27:17). We hope many more of our brothers will join us 
for our events in 2016 – to God be the glory!

 
Where are you from? 

What do you consider your home town?
By Peggy Turnbull 

I dread being asked varia  ons of these ques  ons as an ice-
breaker. I o  en just say I’m from Richfi eld, because it is simple. 
I’ve lived here for 29 years, and now most of my family are 
here or somewhere close by. Part of what “home” means to 
me is where my family is. But my heart s  ll answers with a 
couple of communi  es in Kenya, where I spent a large part of 
my fi rst 18 years.

I am constantly torn between these places, but I always have 
had a roof over my head and family to lean on. It’s not that 
way for millions of people who long for a home and family they 
may never be able to see again.

In the past few months we have been overwhelmed with im-
ages and stories of refugees who have been violently uprooted 
from their homes. Some have tried to get to Europe from the 
Middle East and North Africa, with a mixed recep  on for those 
who made it there. Millions are s  ll internally displaced people 
(IDP) within their own countries, or are living in nearby areas 
s  ll in the Middle East. And there are refugees and IDPs in 
other regions of the world as a result of religious persecu  on, 
civil wars and other confl icts.

How can we be a neighbor? Get started with some of Hope’s 
mission partners:

• h  p://www.theoutreachfounda  on.org/updates/2015/ 
9/9/the-refugee-crisis-explained

• h  p://arriveministries.org/how-we-help/
• Pray for those who are displaced and for the Church    

reaching out to them
• Financially support the Church and NGOs working           

with IDPs and refugees –
• Come alongside refugees who are se  ling here

When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not 
do him wrong. You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with 
you as the na  ve among you, and you shall love him as your-
self, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord 
your God. -Levi  cus 19:33-34 (ESV)

Where is
home?
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Community Christmas Celebration: Live the Story!
Saturday, December 5
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
$2 suggested dona  on/$10 family maximum (pay at the door)
Join us for the 6th Annual Community Christmas Celebra  on! This day will 
fun for all to enjoy and delight together in the great story of Christmas.

Each year, this party has welcomed over 500 people from our church and 
community to par  cipate in the good news of Jesus’ birth. As we together 
con  nue to “Live the Story,” it’s our desire that many will be blessed to 

receive the message of Christmas. The story 
of Jesus’ birth has the power to change lives 
and to bring peace and joy especially at this 
season. What a great opportunity we have 
at Christmas. 

There will be many opportuni  es to serve 
or enjoy throughout the day including fun 
jumps, live music, games 
with prizes, Christmas 
cra  s, face pain  ng, 
coloring, photo cards, car-
olers, live na  vity, pizza 
lunch, hot chocolate and 
popcorn. At 12:45 PM, 
we will enjoy a Christmas 
show with live music per-
formed by Hope students 
and entertainment provided by Magic Norm 
(above). You will enjoy Norm’s wacky and 
wild magic and comedy!

There will be something for everyone – you 
won’t want to miss it! Invita  ons and yard 
signs are available now in the Link -- Invite 
your family, friends and neighbors and come 
share in the celebra  on of the Christmas 
Story! 

Many volunteers are needed! If you’d like to 
help, please contact Nancy Ma at 612/866-
4055 or nancy.ma@hope-pc.org

Christmas Cantata 
Festival Worship
Gloria, wri  en by John Ru  er
Sunday, December 13
8:45 and 11:00 AM
Synopsis by Dorothy Danek
John Ru  er was born in London in 
1945. He said that the Christmas choral 
service was the high point of the singing 
year and that through the experience 
he developed a love for the music and 
message of Christmas. Gloria was com-
missioned by the Voices of Mel Olson in 
Omaha, Nebraska. John Ru  er made his 
fi rst trip to the US to direct that perfor-
mance, and today the work is well loved 
and frequently performed.

The words used in Gloria were taken 
from the second sec  on of the Ordinary 
of the La  n Mass and are based on the 
words of the angels announcing Christ’s 
birth in Luke 2. The musical se   ng is 
based on a Gregorian chant used with 
the Luke se   ng. The three movements 
refl ect a symphonic structure and are 
described as being exalted, devo  onal, 
and jubilant in nature. Invite a friend 
or neighbor to join you for this special 
morning!  

Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24

Family Friendly Worship
Led by Hope’s Family Ministries 
2:30 and 4:00 PM
"There's a place for you" at Hope Church 
this Christmas Eve! Invite your family 
and friends to a Christmas Eve service 
that will bless every age. Tradi  onal 
Christmas carols and meaningful drama 
will help us adore Jesus, who has made 
a place for everyone in the Christmas 
story. (All the children will be invited 
forward to sing "Away in a Manger.”) 

Candlelight Service
10:00 PM
Join us for tradi  onal Christmas carols, 
organ and Scripture readings, bathed in 
the warm glow of candlelight.

c e l e b r a t i o n !

c o m m u n i t y



C H R I S T M A S
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Introducing Aaron Urlaub
We are excited to introduce you to 
Aaron Urlaub, our new part-  me middle 
school student minister. We asked Aaron 
to share a li  le about himself, who 
has helped shape him, and what he is 
excited about at Hope.

 
Hi, I'm Aaron 
Urlaub! I have lived 
in Champlin my 
whole life. I'm into 
sports, music, and 
photography. I play 
Amateur Baseball 
for the Blaine 
Fusion and also 

so  ball, basketball, and hockey for fun. 
One of my favorite verses is Colossians 
3:23, "Work willingly at whatever you do 
as though you were working for the Lord 
rather than for people." This verse has 
helped change the way I think in many 
situa  ons and really helped shape my 
faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
I’ve had a lot of infl uen  al people in my 
life, but a couple that stand out would 
be Jake Vanada, my senior high pas-
tor, and Dave Mergens, the junior high 
pastor at my church that I volunteered 
and interned at for the last eight years. 
I came to Hope through my friend Tony 
Gaff ney, when he asked me to help out 
in Young Life on a Thursday. I began 
leading on Thursday nights at Young Life 
and found an amazing community. 

There is so much more to this story that 
God has been wri  ng, but all I can say 
is he brought me here for a reason and 
I'm very excited to see what's in store 
for the future of Hope Church and the 
partnership with Young Life. I will be 
working with the middle school small 
groups, a  ending all youth events, re-
treats at Hope Shores, Castaway, leading 
on Thursday nights and ministering to 
students with Cesar and BJ. 

Some ways you can be praying for me 
would be for strength and to stay men-
tally ready for what God brings my way 
so I may best serve Him.  I also work at 
the new Bauer Own The Moment store 
next to REI and I pray that I may fi nd 
a good rhythm between both places. 
I know that God will work everything 
together for His good!

Christmas Cookies for Sale
Students will bake a dazzling array of Christ-
mas cookies to raise money for their program 
and mission trips. Preorders and walk-up 
purchases are welcome. Preorders will be 
taken on December 6 and 13; you can specify 
whether you will pick up your freshly baked 
cookies on December 13 or 20. Plenty of 
plates will s  ll be available for purchase on 
December 13 and 20 if you don’t preorder. 
Thank you for suppor  ng Student Ministries.

All Youth Spring Retreat 
at Hope Shores Bible Camp
April 29- May 1
All middle school and high school students 
are invited to this amazing weekend of fun, 
friends and faith. Clear your weekend now!

Student Mission Trip
Each year we take a group of high school 
students on a summer mission trip. Trips 
are open to students who are currently in 
8th-12th grade. In 2016 we will be heading to 
South Texas with Experience Mission. If you 
are a student or know of a student who might 
be interested in joining this team, please 
contact BJ Skoog: bj.skoog@hope-pc.org

•Young Life Resumes
Middle School - Thursday, January 28 
High School - Thursday, February 1
•Small Groups 
Discovery, Life Groups resume January 10 
•Breakfast Club Dates
January 3, February 7, March 6, April 3
•Senior Seminar Dates
January 20, February 17, March 16, 
April 20, May 18

All Youth Event
Saturday, January 30
Join us at Water Park of America for a fun day 
in the pool. More details to come.

Camp 2016 Schedule 

May 28                    
 Camp Clean Up
May 28-29             
 Staff  Retreat
June 5                     
 Camp Fundraiser
June 12-17            
 Staff  Training
June 19-24           
 2-4 Grade
June 26-July 1      
 5-6 Grade
July 1-3                  
 Single Moms’ Family Camp I
July 5-8                  
 Midsummer Training
July 8-10               
 Family Camp I
July 14-17            
 Single Moms’ Family Camp II
July 22-24            
 Family Camp 2
July 24-29           
 7-8 Grade
July 31                   
 Camp Sunday
July 31-Aug 5     
 9-12 Grade
August 5-9          
 Staff  Closing
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Introducing…
Hope Shores Bible Camp + Retreat Center

The Hope Church camping ministry is entering an exci  ng new season as 
the new camp name, Hope Shores Bible Camp + Retreat Center was un-
veiled on Sunday, October 25. The name was chosen to more accurately 
refl ect the ministry of camp, what we do and who we are affi  liated with.

The decision to change Camp Ojibway’s name started over 4 years ago as 
camp leaders began to entertain this idea. During a vision retreat in July 
2014, it was decided that it was  me to move forward with a change. 
The process of discerning the new name has occurred over the last 15 
months and has been covered in prayer, guided by skilled leaders and 
approved of by Hope’s Session. It has been an important, challenging 
and exci  ng journey and we believe God has many more great things in 
store for the ministry of Hope Shores.

Join us as we celebrate who we are, where we came from and what mat-
ters at Hope Shores Bible Camp and Retreat Center. While our name has 
changed, the ministry remains the same!

Who We Are:
Hope Shores is a place where anyone can be part of the fun and every-
one is a member of the family. You're invited to have silly amounts of 
both fun and rest in a place where you'll be known by name by the end 
of the fi rst day—and challenged to grow every day a  er. There are no 
pretenses here—no pressure to impress or perform. Just the chance to 
unplug, be yourself with other people, and let Jesus transform you. 
“Where campers are known by name, lives are changed by God, and 
everyone has fun.” 

Where We Came From:
Hope Shores Bible Camp + Retreat Center was purchased in 1959 by the 
people of Hope Church in Richfi eld, MN to be a ministry of simple fun, 
in  mate friendships, and Jesus-centered transforma  on for families and 
kids. Since 2003 we have been located on the shores of Rice Lake in Eden 
Valley, MN, a  er our previous property was destroyed by a tornado. 
We carried the same purpose, tradi  ons, and community with us as we 
changed loca  ons, and later our name. Originally called Camp Ojibway, 
we changed our name to Hope Shores in 2015 to refl ect the hope of 
Jesus that anchors our ministry. It also references our connec  on with 
Hope Church, as well as the signifi cant role our lakeside loca  on plays in 
camp life.

What Ma  ers at Hope Shores:
• You ma  er. We want to know you by name and for you to come 

exactly as you are
• Jesus ma  ers. Everything we do is centered on Jesus and His trans-

forming hope.
• Friendship ma  ers. We build in  mate rela  onships with each other, 

because that’s how we grow. 
• Fun ma  ers. There’s a lot to be learned in silly  mes together.     

And with no pressure to impress or perform, everyone ends up   
having fun.

Meet our Camp 
Operations 
Manager 

The Camp Ministry 
Team is excited to 
announce the hiring 
of Steph Wahlund 
as Camp Opera  ons 
Manager for Hope 
Shores Bible Camp + Retreat Center. Steph 
has been a part of the camp ministry for four 
years and has excitedly stepped into a new role 
to partner with Kim and David Laufenburger 
preparing for summer ministry during the off  
season. Steph will seek to:

• bring camp ministry before a larger audi-
ence so more congrega  ons and indi-
viduals are drawn to par  cipate in camp 
ac  vi  es and ministry, helping to increase 
our camperships 

• promote off  season events– increasing 
rentals of the camp facility, and therefore 
increasing revenues and awareness of our 
camp and its ministry 

• provide administra  ve leadership for camp 
• provide programma  c support to the 

camp directors in planning phases as well 
as in daily opera  ons during the summer

• strengthen our fundraising eff orts for 
camp.

Please welcome Steph into her new role! We 
pray God’s blessing upon her and the contribu-
 on she will make to camp and Hope Church.

.
Hope Shores Bible Camp 
Staff  Applications 
If you are a college-age young adult, consider 
serving at Hope Shores this summer in Eden 
Valley, MN.  It’s a great summer job learning 
and growing as a person while ministering to 
kids and families. 

Camp staff  applica  ons are now available on-
line at hope-shores.org, click on “forms.”  The 
applica  on deadline is February 15, 2016.  For 
more informa  on, contact kim@hope-pc.org.
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Social Events Room
This social group meets monthly for a deli-
cious catered meal by Be  y, as well as fea-
tured entertainment. Everyone is invited. 
Watch the bulle  n for details and  cket sales. 
Contact: Marcia Boler, 612/869-3961.

There will be no program in January. 

Friday, 
February 12
Noon
We’ll have a joyful 
return engagement 
with our fun singer 
and pianist Tara 
Brueske.

Friday, 
March 11
Noon
Local musi-
cians Dan 
and Karin 
Wickman 
have trav-
eled the 
world, and 
they will 
take us 
down Mem-

ory Lane with Broadway and pop standards,       
sacred music, and maybe a hymn sing.

Sharing LIFE for Women
Thursday, January 7 - March 31
9:30 - 11:30 AM, Courtyard Room
The Gi   of Being Present 
Jesus was fully present with His Father. He was fully 
present with people, giving them His full a  en  on in 
the moment. Led by Linda Heaner, we’ll study many of 
these stories in Luke’s Gospel. We’ll discuss ways we 
can be more present to God and the people around us.            
And we’ll prac  ce both! 

Contact Kristen Maas: kristenmaas@gmail.com to sign 
up. All women are welcomed to this intergenera  onal 
study. Childcare is available.

Reconnec  ng with Friends Lunch
Saturday, April 9
11:00 AM service
Noon lunch
Hope will be hos  ng a midday service and luncheon for 
our elderly friends who are not able to join us on Sunday 
mornings. Contact Nancy Ma: nancy.ma@hope-pc.org for 
details.
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Events
Winter Outerwear Drive
November 25 (Thanksgiving) - January 4
Provide a warm welcome to refugees and oth-
ers in need in our neighborhood. Bring new and 
gently used clean items for children and adults 
of any size to the box in the Link:  warm coats, 
hats, mi  ens, gloves, scarves, warm socks, 
snow pants, snow boots. Items will be distrib-
uted through Arrive Ministries and Vine and 
Branches.

Sanc  ty of Human Life Sunday
January 24

Single Moms Family Camp Fund Drive 
January 24 - February  14

Thanksgiving Off ering 
2015
Donate money:  This will be sent through 
The Outreach Founda  on to be used by 
church partners in the Middle East region 
who are reaching out to Syrian and Iraqi 
refugees. These funds will help with food, 
shelter, hea  ng fuel, medicine, and more. 
h  p://www.theoutreachfounda  on.org/
updates/2015/9/9/the-refugee-crisis-
explained

Donate winter outerwear:  Winter out-
erwear dona  ons will help refugees and 
others in need in our local community, 
and will be distributed through Arrive 
Ministries and Vine and Branches. h  p://
arriveministries.org/how-we-help/

Dinner for Loaves and Fishes
Thursday, December 3
“Taste and see that the Lord is good” 
Psalm 34:8a  
Volunteers are needed to help with the 
evening dinner in one of two  meframes: 
food prep and set-up from 3:00 - 4:30 PM, 
and serving the meal from 4:30 - 6:15 PM.
 
This is a great opportunity to show care 
for those in our local area by providing 
food and fellowship. If you would like to 
help, please watch for a signup in the 
Link in upcoming weeks or contact Bon-
nie Ki  ell at 612/869-3826 or bgki  ell@  
comcast.net. Thank you!

P.S. Due to holidays on the fourth Thurs-
day in both November and December, 
Loaves and Fishes will not be serving 
meals on those days.

Classes
American Culture Class
Resumes January 12
Tuesdays, 9:30 AM - Noon 
Courtyard Room
Women from a variety of countries and cultures 
build friendships through English lessons, cook-
ing, and cra  s. Childcare is provided for a small 
fee. Contact Lois Swanson at 952/435-3796 or 
loisaswanson@gmail.com

Parent Share
Thursdays, 6:00 - 8:00 PM
H132 (Enter at Door #1)
Childcare is available.
Parents and grandparents from the community 
and 3 local churches meet for mutual support 
in paren  ng and other life issues. Contact Peggy 
Turnbull at 612/866-4050 ext. 3132 or Peggy@
hope-pc.org.
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Library Notes

December
Enjoy all the Christmas fi c  on and nonfi c  on books in our 
library! There will be a nice selec  on of Christmas books 
on top of the bookcases.

January
The Photograph 
By Beverly Lewis
Eva Esch and her sisters are in a predicament. Their wid-
owed mother has passed away, and the youngest sister, 
Lily, has disappeared. Then a young buggy maker from 
Ohio shows up, with a forbidden photograph of a young 
Amish woman that is no stranger to Eva….
 
The Excep  onal Life
By Stephen A  erburn
In this book, Stephen A  erburn, founder and chairman of 
New Life Ministries, iden  fi es eight common roadblocks to 
living an excep  onal life. Guilt, shame, resentment, fear, 
anger, instant gra  fi ca  on, learned helplessness, isola-
 on and addic  on, can be replaced with hope, love, trust,     

forgiveness, pa  ence, power, community, and freedom.   

February
Defying ISIS: Preserving Chris  anity in the Place                
of Its Birth and in Your Own Backyard
By Johnnie Moore
A Chris  an genocide at the hands of Islamic extremists is 
unfolding in the Middle East. ISIS has as its ul  mate goal 
the eradica  on of Chris  anity throughout the world. What 
can be done to help the brave souls under fi re and to 
protect a holy land from this menace? “Everyone should 
read this and demand their government stand up against 
barbarism.” – Newt Gingrich, Former Speaker of the US 
House of Representa  ves

House of Secrets
By Tracie Peterson
When Bailee Cooper’s father orches-
trates a trip to the summer house 
of her childhood, she and her sisters 
must si   through the memories of fi f-
teen years ago, of an ill mother, and a 
desperate choice made by her father.  
Can they trust their memories from 
that  me, and fi nd healing?

These are just a small sampling of the 
new books awai  ng you in the library! 
Please stop by and check out the other 
new books each month.

Ways to Serve
Learn about other ways to serve at www.hope-pc.org/
missions-overview or contact Peggy@hope-pc.org 

Families Moving Forward
Sunday, December 27 – Saturday, January 2, 2016
Help families who are temporarily without a home feel 
welcome at Hope Church.
•Evening hosts (6:45 - 8:30 PM) - pick one evening to 
spend  me with our guests; help with the kids, play games, 
read stories, play basketball, do cra  s, help with home-
work, or just hang out.
•Overnight hosts (8:30 PM to 7:30 AM) - Spend the night 
at church with our guests. Put out a snack before bed  me, 
wake them in the morning, put out a cold breakfast and 
clean up breakfast stuff , lock guest rooms when they leave.
•Other ways to serve: purchase food, set up bedrooms for 
families on Sunday a  ernoon, prepare an evening meal, 
teardown bedrooms a  er families leave early Sunday 
morning.
Sign up in the Link during December or contact Deb     
Wasilensky at dwasilensky@juno.com

Community Emergency Service Food Shelf   
2nd Saturday of the month  – 8:30 AM - Noon
Pack and deliver groceries to homebound neighbors 
in the Phillips neighborhood who qualify for free 
food, but are unable to get to the food shelf because 
of physical or mental limita  ons.
 
Parent Share – Children’s ac  vi  es
Thursdays, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Help provide ac  vi  es for preschoolers and elemen-
tary aged children whose parents are a  ending the 
support group.
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s Waiting on Tables
By Bonnie Ki  ell

The fi rst deacons were chosen at a 
mee  ng of the apostles and church 
leaders to address the diffi  culty of 
distribu  ng food to an increasing num-
ber of followers. Seven deacons were 
chosen to “wait on tables” which would 
free the apostles to preach the Word. 

Today the deacons of Hope are orga-
nized and directed by Hope’s Session 
with an underlying idea of service:   
ministering to those in need, providing 
care to the congrega  on and communi-
ty, and assis  ng the ministries of Hope. 

Our Deacon Board includes Sheryl 
Hjellming, John Prin, Karen Patek,    
Bonnie Ki  ell, Paul Stapleton, Linda  
Garbers, Ma  hew McPhee, Mary 
Gosselin, Lisa Nygaard, Bill Gudim,            
Tim Skoog, and Pastor Bruce Hillyer.

Deacon ministries are supported by 
many volunteers with a servant’s heart 
who are willing to come alongside those 
in need. There are many ways in which 
these ministries are supported: giving of 
our  me, sharing our fi nancial resourc-
es, using our talents, and caring about 
others. If you would like to know more, 
please see one of the deacons. Here are 
the current ministries of the Deacon 
Board. (A  er each ministry in parenthe-
sis are the current needs.)

Care and Compassion Ministry – Occasionally the deacons are 
asked to help with one-  me or short-term assistance when people of 
Hope’s community fi nd themselves in diffi  cult circumstances and unable 
to make ends meet. Each request is considered with prayer and confi den-
 ality. (Financial dona  ons)

Charis Ministry – When a funeral/memorial service is held at Hope, 
this ministry helps the family with a funeral luncheon. A group of volun-
teers helps with setup and cleanup, donates desserts, prepares the food, 
and serves at the luncheon. (Dessert dona  ons and volunteers who can 
help prepare food and serve food at the luncheons)

Helping Hands Ministry – People with health concerns or limited 
resources some  mes need help with a small household project. The re-
quests are scheduled according to the availability of the  me and talents 
of the volunteers. (Volunteers with  me and volunteers with skills to off er)

Loaves and Fishes Ministry – This nonprofi t organiza  on provides 
an evening meal at Hope on four days each week. The deacons provide 
food and serve a meal on the fourth Thursday of each month in Fellow-
ship Hall. (Volunteers for food prep/setup and volunteers to serve food/
cleanup)

Meals Ministry – When people return home from a hospitaliza  on, 
rehab, or other major life change, the deacons off er home-cooked meals. 
(People who can make a meal for someone and deliver it)

Sandwich Ministry – Volunteers prepare 200 sandwiches each Sunday 
morning. These are given to Allan Law and his 363 Days Food Program for 
the homeless in downtown Minneapolis. (People who can make sand-
wiches on a Sunday morning)

Seniors Ministry – Hope has many seniors in our faith family who 
might not be able to come to church but who are s  ll desiring to stay 
connected. They welcome rides to church, phone calls, and visitors. This 
ministry supports the work of Hope’s Minister to Seniors. (People who 
can off er rides, visit homebound members, and help at Presbyterian Home 
quarterly gatherings)

Single Parents Ministry – This is the newest deacon ministry and was 
established with recogni  on of the importance of children and the needs 
of single parents. Programs are evolving to provide ac  vi  es for the 
children and a variety of experiences for the parents. (People who have 
compassion for single parents by providing child-care at Hope or helping 
with an adult ac  vity)

Valet Ministry – Each Sunday morning greeters meet those who drive 
up to the door on the north side of the narthex, provide assistance in get-
 ng into the church, and then park the cars of those who would like this 

courtesy. (Volunteers who can greet and park cars on Sunday mornings)
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yWith Our Sympathy 
and Prayers to the...

• Anderson family in the loss of 
LeRoy on August 14

• Opp family in the loss of Hilmer 
on August 17

• Luther family in the loss of Ken 
on August 23

• Olson family in the loss of 
Audrey on August 27

• Zoebisch family in the loss of 
Harold

• Mathias family in the loss of 
Michele’s sister September 13

• Long family in the loss of     
Connie’s brother

• Haas and Andren families 
in the loss of Stephanie and 
Lynn’s mother September 16

• Carpenter family in the loss of 
Joseph’s brother on September 
20 and then his sister-in-law on 
September 26

• Mead family in the loss of Dick 
on October 9

• Hultgren family in the loss of 
Marya’s mother November 7

• Haugen family in the loss of 
Gary’s mother and Erik’s grand-
mother on November 8

Next Deadline: 
Noon Monday, February 8
(Covering March - May)
Word count for stories: 300 
Please send items to Leslee Day 
at leslee@hope-pc.org.

Babies 

Nolan George was born on Septem-
ber 22 to Dave and Marissa Hawley.

Tobias Boaz (above) was born on 
September 24 to Jonathan and Renee 
Heaner. Linda Heaner is his grand-
mother.

Conner Dahlen (above) was born 
October 19 to Jonathan and Amy 
Cornell. Greg and Barb Cornell are his 
grandparents.

With Thanks

To my dear family of Hope - 
Thank you from the bo  om of my 
heart for all of your love, support, 
encouragement and prayers during 
my brain surgery adventure. The 
meals, cards, calls, visits, mowing and 
household help are appreciated more 
than you can imagine. 

I felt totally enveloped in prayer and 
knew that God was totally in control! 
I am blessed beyond words to know 
how much you cared. Thank you! 
Thank you!  
 Cynthia Scherer

Newlyweds

Nicole Pomerleau and Jonathan 
Rumppe (above) were married on 
August 8.

Shannon Johnson and Joseph Souza 
were married on September 18.

Ela Gonzalez and Carlos Portales 
were married on November 7.

Photo Directory 
Coming
Do you ever see people in church 
and wonder what their names are? 
Are you new to Hope and wish you 
had something to help you put 
names with faces? Do you look noth-
ing like your picture from our last 
directory eight years ago? 

Well, help is on the way because we 
are making a new photo directory 
for the church. There is no cost to 
you to have your photograph taken, 
and you will receive a complimen-
tary 8x10 portrait and directory for 
par  cipa  ng. Lifetouch will be here 
to take portraits in January, so watch 
for sign ups which are star  ng in 
early December. 



Merry Christmas from Hope’s Staff !


