
South.”But this is aminor criticism of a book that otherwise strikes the right
balance between complexity and accessibility.NewHumanitarianismwould
be an excellent addition to courses on development, inequality, public policy,
and globalization, and it could (maybe should) be read by an audience be-
yond sociologists.

Convicted and Condemned: The Politics and Policies of Prisoner Reentry.
By Keesha M. Middlemass. New York: New York University Press, 2017.
Pp. xiii1283. $89.00 (cloth); $30.00 (paper).

Kristin Turney
University of California, Irvine

Incarceration rates in the United States, though recently stabilized, have
risen precipitously over the past half century. Currently, about 1.5 million
individuals are being held in state and federal prisons. The majority of pris-
oners are eventually released, which means that a considerable number of
individuals experience the challenges of reintegrating from the total institu-
tion of the prison to families and communities that have likely transformed
since their initial incarceration. In Convicted and Condemned: The Politics
and Policies of Prisoner Reentry, Keesha M. Middlemass documents the
lived experiences of individuals released from prison—the majority of whom
are convicted felons—in theUnited States.Middlemass draws on three forms
of data collection—29 months of ethnographic fieldwork, 53 in-depth quali-
tative interviews, and an examination of federal policies—to primarily focus
on three prongs of reentry: housing, education, and employment. She docu-
ments how former prisoners are a disabled social class who experience chal-
lenges across these three domains. This book, with its rich and comprehen-
sive analysis, nicely complements a growing literature on the consequences
of incarceration in the United States and, importantly, extends our knowl-
edge on this topic.

One primary contribution of this book is that it builds on theories from dis-
ability studies to forward a theoretical framework that reentering individ-
uals are a socially disabled class.Middlemass first reviews existing theoretical
frameworks that, among other things, suggest that disability is socially con-
structed and can have severe impairments across various domains of life. She
then describes, based on a rigorous analysis of qualitative data and federal
policies, how reentering individuals, the majority of whom have the “mark”
of a felony conviction, experience impairments upon their release from prison.
She primarily focuses on the life-limiting properties of a felony conviction on
housing, education, and employment opportunities. But, in describing the
housing, education, and employment disabling consequences of a felony con-
viction, readers have a clear sense that reentering prisoners experience amul-
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titude of other challenges after prison, such as getting proper identification,
dealing with the consequences of exposure to the regimented and traumatic
prison environment, and reestablishing family relationships. Therefore, for-
mer prisoners experience impairments across an array of domains and, for
these reasons, they are a socially disabled class.
Another primary (and related) contribution of this book is that it empha-

sizes a tension experienced by reentering individuals. Middlemass high-
lights that successful reentry depends on secure housing, stable employment
and consistent income, and strong connections with family. She also high-
lights that the socially disabling consequences of a felony conviction simul-
taneously make all of these things difficult to obtain. For example, consider
the domain of housing, an aspect of life that is critical for health, well-being,
and stability. Middlemass uses both qualitative data and federal policies to
document the socially disabling consequences of a felony conviction for
housing. Individuals released from prisonmost frequently have little money
at their immediate disposal and, therefore, must often rely on public hous-
ing or family for housing. But access to both public housing and family is
unavailable to many individuals released from prison. Many reentering in-
dividuals do not have legal access to public housing. Federal law allows ten-
ants in public housing to be evicted if they have an arrest record, if they have
a felony conviction, or if they have a guest with a felony conviction; this gen-
erally prohibits convicted felons from applying for public housing themselves
and from living with family members in public housing. Many reentering in-
dividuals also do not have access to family support. They often learn quickly
that family dynamics have changed dramatically since they entered prison.
Death, economic insecurity, instability, and hostile relationships can mean
that familymembers are unable or unwilling to provide housing.Middlemass
shows how these challenges to finding stable and secure housing mean that
many former prisoners end up homeless, which can facilitate further difficul-
ties finding employment and facilitate physical and mental health problems.
The socially disabling experiences of returning prisoners extend beyond

the socially disabling experiences with housing. Returning prisoners also
experience socially disabling consequences with respect to education and
employment. For example, Middlemass describes the challenges faced by
former prisoners with respect to education. Her participants described how
it is difficult to simultaneously pursue education and meet the conditions of
parole (which usually necessitate employment). Relatedly, they described ed-
ucation goals as conflicting with employment goals, as education often re-
quires a long-term commitment (and one that makes it difficult to simulta-
neously work to support a family), is costly (as compared to employment,
which provides income), and does not necessarily ease the path toward find-
ing a job with a felony conviction. Individuals with a felony conviction are
often stigmatized by employers, and federal laws can prohibit those with a
felony conviction from working in certain occupations.
This carefully researched book is an appreciated addition to the rapidly

growing literature on the consequences of incarceration for individuals. By
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highlighting the precariousness of the reentry period, Middlemass high-
lights the challenges that individuals face when returning from prison. This
is a thoughtful and thorough examination of reentry. The qualitative data
allows Middlemass to highlight the lived experiences of formerly incarcer-
ated individuals, documenting the challenges they face to gaining housing,
the usually rational decisions they make about pursuing education, and the
barriers they experience whenmoving forwardwith education and employ-
ment after release from prison. The analysis of federal policy allows Mid-
dlemass to pay careful attention to how policy specifically contributes to
the social disability status experienced by formerly incarcerated individu-
als. In sum, this book highlights the socially disabling consequences of a fel-
ony conviction and, in doing so, highlights the marginal position of reenter-
ing individuals.

The Borders of Race: Patrolling “Multiracial” Identities. ByMelindaMills.
Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2017. Pp. xiii1281. $79.95.

Rodney Coates
Miami University

Multiracial identities have existed formost of the history of the Americas. In
fact, no area can be identified where such identities have not been evident.
What has not existed, throughout this same period, has been an acceptance,
legitimate or social, for such identities. Some portions of the Americas, such
as those derived from former French or Spanish colonies, have had more
tolerance for such identities. This history and these identities are reflected
in such designations as quadroon, Cajun, andmulatto. In each of these cases,
there is a presumption of at least biracialism. Creoles, originating in both
colonial types, were descendants from Western European, West African,
and Native or indigenous peoples of the Americas. Such practices were se-
verely restricted given the miscegenation laws banning interracial mar-
riages within the English colonies, particularly those that would become the
Southern states (RodneyCoates, AbbyFerber, andDavidBrunsma,TheRa-
cial Matrix: Social Construction, Intersectionality and Inequality [Sage,
2018]). Pigmentocracies, where social/political hierarchies based on varying
levels of skin color or tone, dominate in places likeBrazil, Columbia,Mexico,
and Peru (Edward Telles, Pigmentocracies: Ethnicity, Race, and Color in
Latin America [University of North Carolina Press, 2014] ). The strange
thing about all of these designations is that while we have long recognized
the multiethnic basis of these constructions and the presumption of biracial-
ism, we have systematically ignored the multiracialism of such construc-
tions. Part of this has been the historical dilemma we in America have had
with “racial” intermarriages. It was just in 1967 that the United States Su-
preme Court ruled in Loving v. Virginia that miscegenation laws banning
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