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SOCIOLOGY 269 
INEQUALITIES IN CONTEMPORARY U.S. FAMILIES 

 
 

Professor Kristin Turney (kristin.turney@uci.edu) 
Fall 2021 

Mondays, 2 to 5 p.m. 
 

Zoom link: https://uci.zoom.us/j/98468019768 
Canvas space: https://canvas.eee.uci.edu/courses/39535 

Office hours: Fridays, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. (https://uci.zoom.us/j/98473343717) 
and by appointment 

 
 
Course Description  
 

In this graduate seminar, we will examine inequalities in contemporary U.S. families. The 
institution of the family, like all institutions, is profoundly influenced by the surrounding 
social structure. We will begin by examining demographic trends in family life 
throughout the past 60 years, paying particular attention to how one’s position in the 
social structure (including gender, race/ethnicity, and social class) influences behaviors 
and outcomes. The remainder of the course will be spent examining the role of the family 
in creating and maintaining inequality, both intra-generationally and inter-generationally. 
We will focus on a variety of domains through which inequalities are created and 
maintained in families (e.g., via family structure, housing, the child welfare system, and 
the criminal justice system). Throughout the quarter, students will learn to critically 
evaluate their assumptions about family structure and processes, as well as to critically 
evaluate social science research.  

 
Required Materials and Readings 
 

All readings are listed below and are available on the course website. Readings marked 
below with an asterisk are review articles and, each week, you should read the review 
articles before the empirical articles. You are responsible for completing all readings 
prior to each week’s class. Please note that any changes to the readings will be announced 
in class and updated on the syllabus. The version of the syllabus on the website is always 
the most recent and takes precedence over any previous versions. 

 
Course Requirements  
 

The course is organized as a seminar. I expect students to attend class each week, to be 
fully prepared, and to actively and constructively participate in class discussion. I may 
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sometimes provide a very brief overview of the week’s topic, but the vast majority of the 
course will consist of student discussion and exchanges focused on the readings. Course 
grades will be based on the following four requirements:  

 
Responses to Weekly Reading (25% of final grade) 
 
Starting in Week 2, students will select one empirical reading for which to write a 
response memo. I expect the memo to be similar to “responses to the authors” that 
reviewers of peer-reviewed journals write when evaluating a paper. In other words, the 
memo should include a critical assessment (including strengths and weaknesses) of the 
logic, analysis, conclusions, and contributions to the literature. Do not summarize the 
article (as I have read it!). The memo is meant to help you prepare for class discussions 
(so please feel free to bring up points from your memo in class). Memos should be no 
more than 500 words. 
 
Memos should be uploaded to Canvas by 2 p.m. on Mondays. Memos will be graded on a 
scale of 1 to 5. Memos will be graded on the logic and originality of your analysis, 
argument, or application of the material; on your demonstrated grasp of the concepts and 
arguments in the readings; and on the quality and conciseness of your prose. I will not 
accept memos after the class discussion. However, given the hectic and unpredictable 
nature of our current realities, I will drop your two lowest memo grades of the quarter 
(which means there are two weeks where you can decline to submit a memo).  
 
Leading Class Discussions (10% of final grade) 
 
Each week, a student or pair of students will be responsible for leading discussion. 
Discussion leaders may begin class with a brief overview and synthesis of all assigned 
readings, but should go beyond simply summarizing the readings. Discussion leaders 
should come prepared with questions for the class.  
 
I will assign you a grade from 1 to 10 on your leading of the discussion. I will make this 
evaluation based on your preparation for the discussion (e.g., the questions you devise to 
guide the discussion) as well as your real-time facilitation of the discussion. 
 
Class Participation (25% of final grade) 
 
This grade reflects the quantity and quality of participation in class discussions. Students 
should read carefully so that they come to class with both insightful comments and 
questions. Students who read materials that are not on the syllabus but that are germane 
to the discussion should feel free to contribute this knowledge to the discussion; the class 
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as a whole will benefit from the specialized knowledge of all participants. I will assign 
you a grade of 1 to 10 at the end of the quarter that accounts for your participation 
throughout the quarter. 

 
Final Paper (40% of final grade) 

 
All students are responsible for writing a final paper for this course. Students can choose 
from the following three options: (a) research proposal; (b) grant proposal; or (c) 
empirical research paper. I expect most students will submit a research proposal for their 
final paper, but the other options are encouraged. If there is another type of assignment 
that would be helpful for you (e.g., literature review), please feel free to discuss another 
option with me. 
 
Research proposals should include the following: What is the research question? Why is 
this research question important? What are the relevant theories that speak to the research 
question? What prior empirical work has been done on this topic? What are your 
contributions to this literature? What data and methods will you use to answer this 
research question? You are not required to collect data or conduct analysis for this course 
but you must propose to collect and/or analyze data that is appropriate for your research 
question. Though final papers must be related to course materials, I will allow wide 
variation in topics. Whatever you do in this class should be useful for your graduate 
school experience more broadly.  
 
The final paper will be graded out of 100 points. It is due at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
December 8. You will lose 5 points for each 24-hour period the paper is late. 

 
Etiquette for Zoom Discussions 
 
As the vast majority of our course interactions will take place via Zoom, I ask that you adhere to 
the following social rules:  
 

1. Mute yourself unless you are speaking. As the host, I may mute you at any point. 
2. Keep your video on to the extent that it is feasible to do so. This allows us to more easily 

proxy an in-person discussion. 
3. If you arrive mid-discussion, try not to interrupt. 
4. I find it difficult to monitor the chat while facilitating discussion. Thus, I would prefer 

that you speak orally during our class discussion rather than making your comments in 
the chat. 

5. Remember that all chat is public and recorded.  
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6. You do not need to purchase any additional equipment. Your phone or tablet/computer 
built-in microphone is typically sufficient. A set of headphones with a microphone offers 
a slight improvement in microphone quality. 

7. Do not worry if a child or other family member, roommate, pet, etc. wanders into the 
room, requires some attention, etc. We all understand! 

8. No need to get permission for a quick bathroom break!  
9. As always, remain respectful of others’ views, opinions, and statements. 
10. Be sure to allow peers to finish statements and complete thoughts before you begin to 

speak. 
 
Academic Honesty 
 

I take academic honesty extremely seriously. The learning environment at the University of 
California, Irvine is based on honesty and integrity. Sustaining this environment requires all 
participants recognize the importance of maintaining the highest ethical standards. It is 
critical that all student work be the sole work of each individual student. The exams and 
quizzes you take in this course are to be taken by you and you alone, without assistance. You 
may not print exams or quizzes, and you are to take them without assistance from other 
people, printed materials, the Internet, your cell phone, or through any other method one 
might use to gather information. Doing so constitutes academic dishonesty. Anyone caught 
cheating or engaged in actions that in any way violate the university policy on academic 
honesty will receive an F in the course. There are no exceptions to this rule, and I will never 
look the other way. Remaining in the course assumes that you understand what academic 
honesty is, in all its varied forms, and pledge not to engage in any type of dishonest conduct 
(which includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, and collusion). You, the student, 
are required to know and understand the relevant policies regarding academic dishonesty. To 
this end, you are required to carefully read the information found by following the link 
below. Additionally, all participants in the course are also bound by the University of 
California Code of Conduct. The relevant link is also below. 
 
UCI’s Academic Senate Policy on Academic Dishonesty  
The University of California Code of Conduct 

 
Physical and Emotional Wellbeing 
 

Your professors want you to thrive at UCI, and we believe that your physical and emotional 
wellbeing are the pathways to getting there. We encourage you to do your best to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle this quarter by eating well, exercising, getting educated about the effects of 
illicit drugs and alcohol, getting enough sleep, and taking some time to relax. This will help 
you achieve your goals and cope with stress. 
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All of us benefit from support during times of struggle. You are not alone. There are many 
helpful resources available on campus and an important part of the college experience is 
learning how to ask for help.  

 
• If you are interested in what you can do to promote wellness in yourself and others, 

visit the Center for Student Wellness & Health Promotion (studentwellness.uci.edu; 
949-824-9355). This office, along with many other offices at UCI, can point you to 
campus resources that promote physical activity, good nutrition, and stress 
management. 

 
• For other issues, consider reaching out to the Counseling Center (counseling.uci.edu; 

949-824-6457). There are professionals there who can help with feelings of anxiety 
and depression, and who can provide guidance and support on a variety of concerns. 

 
• Last, if you are concerned about a life-threatening situation, we encourage you to 

contact the UCI Police Department at 9-1-1. 
 
Additional Policies 
 

Email: I frequently use email to communicate with students. You are responsible for 
checking your email and the course website for updates and announcements.   

 
Contacting Me: Email is the best way to reach me about course matters. Please allow 24 
hours for a response (Monday through Friday).  
 
Grading: If you disagree with a grade you received, you may submit a written request for a 
review of the assignment. Written requests will be accepted during the seven-day period after 
you receive the graded assignment. Written requests must include your argument for why 
you think you should have received a different grade. Please note that grade reviews may 
result in your grade being changed either up or down. 

 
Course Changes: Any changes to requirements, readings, or other structural aspects of the 
class will be announced on Canvas. Also, changes to the course structure or policies will be 
updated on the syllabus, which will be posted to the course website. The version of the 
syllabus on the website is always the most recent and takes precedence over any previous 
versions.   

 
Technology: I always recommend that you have any computer work that you are doing saved 
in two places. USB flash drives, as well as computer hard drives, sometimes fail. I will not 
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extend a deadline because your computer crashed or was stolen, so please have a backup 
copy saved somewhere—in an email to yourself, on a flash drive or external hard drive, or 
using an online backup service (e.g., Google Drive). If you are not already in the habit of 
backing up your work, it’s a good practice that will save you much stress. 

 
Trigger Warning: Course readings, videos, discussions, and other course materials will often 
focus on challenging topics that can be difficult or even distressing. Course materials may at 
times trigger strong feelings and emotions. Our goal is to both create a course community 
that engages in rigorous discourse in what can be both an emotionally and intellectually 
challenging field as well as create an environment where that discourse is respectful, even 
when participants strongly disagree. 

  
Students with Disabilities: If you need support or assistance because of a disability, you may 
be eligible for accommodations or services through UCI’s Disability Service Center (DSC). 
Please contact the DSC directly at (949) 824-7494 or TDD (949) 824-6272. You can also 
visit the DSC’s website: http://www.disability.uci.edu. The DSC will work with your 
instructor to make any necessary accommodations. Please note that it is your responsibility to 
initiate this process with the DSC. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
 
Week 1: Introductions  
 

• Cherlin, Andrew J. 2010. “Demographic Trends in the United States: A Review of 
Research in the 2000s.” Journal of Marriage and Family 72(3): 403-419. 

• Smock, Pamela J., and Christine R. Schwartz. 2020. “The Demography of Families: A 
Review of Patterns and Change.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(1): 9-34. 

 
 
Week 2: Family Instability and Wellbeing  

 
• Cavanagh, Shannon E., and Paula Fomby. 2019. “Family Instability in the Lives of 

American Children.” Annual Review of Sociology 45: 493-513. 
• Brand, Jennie E., Ravaris Moore, Xi Song, and Yu Xie. 2019. “Parental Divorce is Not 

Uniformly Disruptive to Children’s Educational Attainment.” Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences 116(15): 7266-7271. 

• Cross, Christina J. 2020. “Racial/Ethnic Differences in the Association Between Family 
Structure and Children’s Education.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(2): 691-712. 

• Tach, Laura, Kathryn Edin, Hope Harvey, and Brielle Bryan. 2014. “The Family-Go-
Round: Family Complexity and Father Involvement from a Father’s Perspective.” The 
ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 654(1): 169-184. 

• Williams, Deadric T., and Regina S. Baker. 2021. “Family Structure, Risks, and Racial 
Stratification in Poverty.” Social Problems. 

 
 
Week 3: Health and Families  

 
• Umberson, Debra, and Mieke Beth Thomeer. 2020. “Family Matters: Research on Family 

Ties and Health, 2010 to 2020.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(1): 404-419. 
• Barr, Ashley B., Leslie Gordon Simons, Ronald L. Simons, Steven RH Beach, and 

Robert A. Philibert. 2018. “Sharing the Burden of the Transition to Adulthood: African 
American Young Adults’ Transition Challenges and Their Mothers’ Health 
Risk.” American Sociological Review 83(1): 143-172. 

• Meadows, Sarah O., Sara S. McLanahan, and Jeanne Brooks-Gunn. 2008. “Stability and 
Change in Family Structure and Maternal Health Trajectories.” American Sociological 
Review 73(2): 314-334. 
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• Mollborn, Stefanie, Bethany Rigles, and Jennifer A. Pace. 2021. “‘Healthier Than Just 
Healthy’: Families Transmitting Health as Cultural Capital.” Social Problems 68(3): 574-
590. 

• Umberson, Debra, Mieke Beth Thomeer, Corinne Reczek, and Rachel Donnelly. 2016. 
“Physical Illness in Gay, Lesbian, and Heterosexual Marriages: Gendered Dyadic 
Experiences.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 57(4): 517-531. 

 
 
Week 4: Work and Families  
 

• Perry‐Jenkins, Maureen, and Naomi Gerstel. 2020. “Work and Family in the Second 
Decade of the 21st Century.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(1): 420-453. 

• Brand, Jennie E., and Juli Simon Thomas. 2014. “Job Displacement among Single 
Mothers: Effects on Children’s Outcomes in Young Adulthood.” American Journal of 
Sociology 119(4): 955-1001. 

• Damaske, Sarah. 2020. “Job Loss and Attempts to Return to Work: Complicating 
Inequalities Across Gender and Class.” Gender & Society 34(1): 7-30. 

• Daminger, Allison. 2019. “The Cognitive Dimension of Household Labor.” American 
Sociological Review 84(4): 609-633. 

• Schneider, Daniel, and Kristen Harknett. 2019. “Consequences of Routine Work-
Schedule Instability for Worker Health and Well-being.” American Sociological 
Review 84(1): 82-114. 

 
 
Week 5: Housing and Families   
 

• Mueller, Elizabeth J., and J. Rosie Tighe. 2007. “Making the Case for Affordable 
Housing: Connecting Housing with Health and Education Outcomes.” Journal of 
Planning Literature 21(4): 371-385. 

• DeLuca, Stefanie, Holly Wood, and Peter Rosenblatt. 2019. “Why Poor Families Move 
(And Where They Go): Reactive Mobility and Residential Decisions.” City & Community 
18(2): 556-593.  

• Desmond, Matthew. 2012. “Eviction and the Reproduction of Urban Poverty.” American 
Journal of Sociology 118(1): 88-133. 

• Harvey, Hope. 2020. “Cumulative Effects of Doubling Up in Childhood on Young Adult 
Outcomes.” Demography 57: 501-528. 

• Harvey, Hope. 2020. “When Mothers Can’t “Pay the Cost to Be the Boss”: Roles and 
Identity Within Doubled-Up Households.” Social Problems.  
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Week 6: Income, Wealth, and Families  
 

• Cooper, Marianne, and Allison J. Pugh. 2020. “Families Across the Income Spectrum: A 
Decade in Review.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(1): 272-299. 

• Bloome, Deirdre. 2017. “Childhood Family Structure and Intergenerational Income 
Mobility in the United States.” Demography 54(2): 541-569. 

• Conwell, Jordan A., and Leafia Zi Ye. 2021. “All Wealth Is Not Created Equal: Race, 
Parental Net Worth, and Children’s Achievement.” RSF: The Russell Sage Foundation 
Journal of the Social Sciences 7(3): 101-121. 

• Pfeffer, Fabian T., and Alexandra Killewald. 2018. “Generations of Advantage: 
Multigenerational Correlations in Family Wealth.” Social Forces 96(4): 1411-1442. 

• Schneider, Daniel, Orestes P. Hastings, and Joe LaBriola. 2018. “Income Inequality and 
Class Divides in Parental Investments.” American Sociological Review 83(3): 475-507.  

 
 
Week 7: Child Welfare System and Families 
 

• Wildeman, Christopher, and Jane Waldfogel. 2014. “Somebody’s Children or Nobody’s 
Children? How the Sociological Perspective Could Enliven Research on Foster 
Care.” Annual Review of Sociology 40:599–618. 

• Edwards, Frank. 2016. “Saving Children, Controlling Families: Punishment, 
Redistribution, and Child Protection.” American Sociological Review 81(3): 575-595. 

• Fong, Kelley. 2020. “Getting Eyes in the Home: Child Protective Services Investigations 
and State Surveillance of Family Life.” American Sociological Review 85(4): 610-638. 

• Font, Sarah A., Lawrence M. Berger, Maria Cancian, and Jennifer L. Noyes. 2018. 
“Permanency and the Educational and Economic Attainment of Former Foster Children 
in Early Adulthood.” American Sociological Review 83(4): 716-743. 

• Roberts, Dorothy E. 2012. “Prison, Foster Care, and the Systemic Punishment of Black 
Mothers.” UCLA Law Review 59: 1474-1500. 

 
 
Week 8: Immigration and Families  
 

• Zhou, Min, and Roberto G. Gonzales. “Divergent Destinies: Children of Immigrants 
Growing Up in the United States.” Annual Review of Sociology 45: 383-399. 

• Dreby, Joanna. 2012. “The Burden of Deportation on Children in Mexican Immigrant 
Families.” Journal of Marriage and Family 74:829–845. 

• Gonzales, Roberto G. 2011. “Learning to be Illegal: Undocumented Youth and Shifting 
Legal Contexts in the Transition to Adulthood.” American Sociological Review 76:602–
619. 
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• Patler, Caitlin, and Nicholas Branic. 2017. “Patterns of Family Visitation During 
Immigration Detention.” RSF: The Russell Sage Foundation Journal of the Social 
Sciences 3:18–36. 

• Patler, Caitlin, and Gabriela Gonzalez. 2020. “Compounded Vulnerability: The 
Consequences of Immigration Detention for Institutional Attachment and System 
Avoidance in Mixed-Immigration-Status Families.” Social Problems.  

 
Week 9: Criminal Justice Contact and Families   
 

• Wildeman, Christopher, and Hedwig Lee. 2021. “Women’s Health in the Era of Mass 
Incarceration.” Annual Review of Sociology 47.  

• Comfort, Megan. 2016. “‘A Twenty-Hour-a-Day Job’: The Impact of Frequent Low-
Level Criminal Justice Involvement on Family Life.” The ANNALS of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science 665: 63 79. 

• Haney, Lynne. 2018. “Incarcerated Fatherhood: The Entanglements of Child Support 
Debt and Mass Imprisonment.” American Journal of Sociology 124(1): 1-48. 

• Page, Joshua, Victoria Piehowski, and Joe Soss. 2019. “A Debt of Care: Commercial Bail 
and the Gendered Logic of Criminal Justice Predation.” RSF: The Russell Sage 
Foundation Journal of the Social Sciences 5: 150-172. 

• Turney, Kristin, and Christopher Wildeman. 2013. “Redefining Relationships: Explaining 
the Countervailing Consequences of Paternal Incarceration for Parenting.” American 
Sociological Review 78(6): 949-979. 
 

 
Week 10: Criminal Justice Contact and Families   
 

• Foster, Holly, and John Hagan. 2015. “Punishment Regimes and the Multilevel Effects of 
Parental Incarceration: Intergenerational, Intersectional, and Interinstitutional Models of 
Social Inequality and Systemic Exclusion.” Annual Review of Sociology 41: 135-158. 

• Goldman, Alyssa W. 2019. “Linked Lives in Double Jeopardy: Child Incarceration and 
Maternal Health at Midlife.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 60(4): 398-415. 

• Haskins, Anna R. 2016. “Beyond Boys’ Bad Behavior: Paternal Incarceration and 
Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood.” Social Forces 95(2): 861-892. 

• Malone Gonzalez, Shannon. 2019. “Making It Home: An Intersectional Analysis of the 
Police Talk.” Gender & Society 33(3): 363-386. 

• Turney, Kristin. 2021. “Mothers’ Parenting in an Era of Proactive Policing.” Social 
Problems. 

 
 


