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SOCIOLOGY 62: FAMILIES AND INTIMATE RELATIONS 
 

Instructor: Professor Kristin Turney (kristin.turney@uci.edu) 
Teaching Assistants: Amy Gong Liu (liuag1@uci.edu)  

and Estéfani Marín (marine2@uci.edu) 
Department of Sociology 

Winter 2022 
 

https://canvas.eee.uci.edu/courses/42045 
 
Course Description and Objectives 
 

In this course, we will look at the institution of the American family through the lens of 
sociology. The institution of the family, like all institutions, is profoundly influenced by the 
surrounding social structure. We will first consider the theoretical perspectives underlying 
sociological research on families. We will also examine demographic trends in family life. 
We will then examine sources of change and variation in families and households, and will 
pay particular attention to how one’s position in the social structure (including gender, race, 
and social class) influences behaviors and outcomes. Throughout the quarter, students will 
learn to critically evaluate their assumptions about family structure and processes, but also 
critically evaluate social science research presented in the media, research articles, and 
political arenas.  

 
After completing this course (Category 3, Social and Behavioral Sciences), successful 
students should be able to do the following:  

 
(1) Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the theories, sources, and interpretations of 

human behavior and organization (e.g., individual, societal and/or institutional).  
 

(2) Either (a) demonstrate an understanding of contemporary and historical perspectives on 
individual or collective human behavior (e.g., individual, social movements and/or 
institutions) or (b) understand and explain the scientific/interpretive methods used in the 
acquisition of knowledge and the testing of competing theories, in the social and/or 
behavioral sciences. 

 
Organization of the Course 
 

This course is divided into 10 modules, with one module scheduled for each of the 10 weeks 
of the quarter. All readings, course lectures, and videos are available on the course website. 
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Each week has a short introduction that provides an overview of the module and orients 
students to the major topics, themes, and foci of that week.  
 

Course Requirements and Grading 
 

Participation in Discussion Boards (10 at 2.5% each [total of 25%]): There will be a 
discussion board forum devoted to each module. The discussion question will be based on 
the course readings, lectures, and videos from the module. During each of the 10 modules, 
students are required to make two posts to the discussion forum:  
 

(1) One post that responds to the question posed by the instructor. This post must be 
made by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. (Pacific Standard Time) during the module’s week. 
For example, posts for Module 1 must by posted by the end of Week 1 (11:59 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 9, 2022).    
 

(2) One post that responds (either with a question or a thoughtful comment) to a 
classmates’ post. The response post must be made by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. (Pacific 
Standard Time) during the module’s week. For example, posts for Module 1 must be 
posted by the end of Week 1 (11:59 p.m. on Sunday, January 9, 2022). 

 
Each discussion board module is worth 10 points. Each day (or 24-hour period) a post or 
response is late, you will lose one point. Check the forum for responses from your 
instructor or TA. 

 
Canvas Quizzes (10 at 2.5% each [total of 25%]): There will be a quiz every week. Quizzes 
will take place in Canvas. They are open-book and open-note, and they will cover the course 
readings, lectures, and videos. You will have 30 minutes to complete each quiz. Quizzes 
must be completed by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. (Pacific Standard Time). Each day (or 24-hour 
period) a post or response is late, you will lose one point. 

 
Writing Assignment (25% of total grade): There will be one short (three- to four-page) 
writing assignment. The assignment will be posted to Canvas. It will be due on Sunday, 
February 27, 2022 at 11:59 p.m. (Pacific Standard Time). Each day (or 24-hour period) the 
writing assignment is late, you will lose 10 (out of 100 total) points. 

 
Final Exam (25% of total grade): The final exam is cumulative. The exam will take place in 
Canvas. It will be open-book and open-note, and will cover the course readings, lectures, and 
videos. The final exam will be available for you to begin at 9 a.m. on Monday, March 14, 
2022. It will be due by 11:59 p.m. that day. You will have two hours to complete the exam. 
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Please note that the exam must be taken on this day. Check your schedules now to ensure that 
this will work for you (as the exam will not be offered early or late). 
 

Grading Scheme  
 
 This course uses the standard UCI grading scheme.  

 
A+ 100 % to 96.5% 
A < 96.5 % to 93.5% 
A- < 93.5 % to 90.0% 
B+ < 90.0 % to 86.5% 
B < 86.5 % to 83.5% 
B- < 83.5 % to 80.0% 
C+ < 80.0 % to 76.5% 
C < 76.5 % to 73.5% 
C- < 73.5 % to 70.0% 
D+ < 70.0 % to 66.5% 
D < 66.5 % to 63.5% 
D- < 63.5 % to 60.0% 
F < 60.0 % to 0.0% 

 
Course Pacing with Online Learning 
 

One of the advantages of taking a class online is the flexibility. You know what is due each 
week, and you can complete the work at any time during the week. Be sure to give yourself 
plenty of time, however, to complete the work. Don’t leave all of the work until the last 
minute. I expect that it will take you between 12 and 15 hours each week to complete all of 
the materials. Deadlines are all firm to ensure that each student has the same time allowed to 
complete assignments. Plan ahead, especially if you know you will be taking vacations, have 
employment or other commitments, or have a lack of internet access during the quarter. 
Managing your time, including completing all course work by the due dates, is your 
responsibility. Loss of internet access, Canvas going down, emergencies, illness, hardware 
issues, and other unforeseen events will not result in any deadline extensions. 

 
Getting Help and Getting In Touch 
 

Even though this is an online course, it’s not a “do it yourself” endeavor. Remember, your 
instructor is here to help. However, it is primarily your responsibility to seek help when you 
need it. Use the following methods to get in touch and/or ask questions: 
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• Posting Questions Online: There will be a discussion forum for students to post 
(logistical or substantive) questions about the course. Questions concerning class 
materials should be posted in the discussion forum so that all students can benefit 
from reading the answer. Discussion postings are archived and will be available 
throughout the course. Please do not email the instructor with questions about the 
readings or video lessons. They should be posted to the discussion forum. We will do 
our best to respond quickly to questions.  
 

• Online Office Hours: The instructor and teaching assistants will hold weekly office 
hours online.  

 
o Professor Turney 

§ Mondays, 3 to 4 p.m. (https://uci.zoom.us/j/98473343717) 
§ And by appointment 

o Teaching Assistant Amy Gong Liu 
§ Thursdays, 1 to 3 p.m. (https://uci.zoom.us/j/91230821017) 
§ And by appointment 

o Teaching Assistant Estéfani Marín 
§ Fridays, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (https://uci.zoom.us/j/97814093110) 
§ And by appointment  

 
Academic Honesty 
 

I take academic honesty extremely seriously. The learning environment at the University of 
California, Irvine is based on honesty and integrity. Sustaining this environment requires all 
participants recognize the importance of maintaining the highest ethical standards. It is 
critical that all student work be the sole work of each individual student. The exams and 
quizzes you take in this course are to be taken by you and you alone, without assistance. You 
may not print exams or quizzes, and you are to take them without assistance from other 
people, printed materials, the Internet, your cell phone, or through any other method one 
might use to gather information. Doing so constitutes academic dishonesty. Anyone caught 
cheating or engaged in actions that in any way violate the university policy on academic 
honesty will receive an F in the course. There are no exceptions to this rule, and I will never 
look the other way. Remaining in the course assumes that you understand what academic 
honesty is, in all its varied forms, and pledge not to engage in any type of dishonest conduct 
(which includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, and collusion). You, the student, 
are required to know and understand the relevant policies regarding academic dishonesty. To 
this end, you are required to carefully read the information found by following the link 
below. Additionally, all participants in the course are also bound by the University of 
California Code of Conduct. The relevant link is also below. 
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UCI’s Academic Senate Policy on Academic Dishonesty  
The University of California Code of Conduct 

 
Physical and Emotional Wellbeing  
 

Your professors want you to thrive at UCI, and we believe that your physical and emotional 
wellbeing are the pathways to getting there. We encourage you to do your best to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle this quarter by eating well, exercising, getting educated about the effects of 
illicit drugs and alcohol, getting enough sleep, and taking some time to relax. This will help 
you achieve your goals and cope with stress. 

 
All of us benefit from support during times of struggle. You are not alone. There are many 
helpful resources available on campus and an important part of the college experience is 
learning how to ask for help.  

 
• If you are interested in what you can do to promote wellness in yourself and others, 

visit the Center for Student Wellness & Health Promotion (studentwellness.uci.edu; 
(949) 824-9355). This office, along with many other offices at UCI, can point you to 
campus resources that promote physical activity, good nutrition, and stress 
management. 

 
• For other issues, consider reaching out to the Counseling Center (counseling.uci.edu; 

(949) 824-6457). There are professionals there who can help with feelings of anxiety 
and depression, and who can provide guidance and support on a variety of concerns. 

 
• Last, if you are concerned about a life-threatening situation, we encourage you to 

contact the UCI Police Department at 9-1-1. 
 
Additional Course Policies 
 

Email: I frequently use email to communicate with students. You are responsible for 
checking your email and the course website for updates and announcements.   

 
Contacting Me: Email is the best way to reach me. Please allow 24 hours for a response (and 
longer if you email over the weekend), but you will generally hear back from me much 
sooner than that.  
 
Netiquette for Remote Learning: Netiquette covers both common courtesy online and the 
informal “rules of the road” of cyberspace. Students are expected to follow Netiquette 
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Guidelines for Remote Learning (see https://docs.google.com/document/d/ 
1GPLJiT66rnKSsEIo2kMi-_8ZPBIbCGIxWitZbaTtWKg/edit). Please always treat me, the 
TAs, and your fellow students with respect. 
 
Grading: If you disagree with a grade you received, you may submit a written request for a 
review of the assignment. Written requests will be accepted during the seven-day period after 
you receive the graded assignment. Written requests must include your argument for why 
you think you should have received a different grade. Please note that grade reviews may 
result in your grade being changed either up or down. 

 
Course Changes: Any changes to requirements, readings, or other structural aspects of the 
class will be announced on Canvas. Also, changes to the course structure or policies will be 
updated on the syllabus, which will be posted to the course website. The version of the 
syllabus on the website is always the most recent and takes precedence over any previous 
versions.   

 
Technology: I always recommend that you have any computer work that you are doing saved 
in two places. USB flash drives, as well as computer hard drives, sometimes fail. I will not 
extend a deadline because your computer crashed or was stolen, so please have a backup 
copy saved somewhere—in an email to yourself, on a flash drive or external hard drive, or 
using an online backup service (e.g., Google Drive). If you are not already in the habit of 
backing up your work, it’s a good practice that will save you much stress. 

 
Students with Disabilities: If you need support or assistance because of a disability, you may 
be eligible for accommodations or services through UCI’s Disability Service Center (DSC). 
Please contact the DSC directly at (949) 824-7494 or TDD (949) 824-6272. You can also 
visit the DSC’s website: http://www.disability.uci.edu. The DSC will work with your 
instructor to make any necessary accommodations. Please note that it is your responsibility to 
initiate this process with the DSC. 

 
Copyright and Intellectual Property Matters: Unless otherwise indicated, all materials 
presented and used in the course (except for materials from the textbook) are the instructor’s 
own original material and intellectual property. It is an infringement to reproduce and 
distribute any materials from this course. Course materials can only be used for each 
student’s own personal educational enrichment. Any course materials sold or distributed to 
others could constitute an unauthorized derivative work and expose students to individual 
copyright infringement actions by the instructor. Therefore, no course material may be 
distributed to individuals not enrolled as students in the course during the current quarter for 
any reason. Course materials include, but are not limited to, lecture slides, video recordings, 
handouts, exams, and quizzes. 
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Finally, according to section 102.23 of the UC policy on Student Conduct and Discipline, a 
student may face disciplinary action for preparing, selling, or distributing course lecture notes 
for any commercial purpose (whether or not the student took the notes). You should be aware 
of this policy, not only for this class, but for all classes you may take in the University of 
California system.  
 
Certificate Program: The UCI Sociology Department offers undergraduate students the 
opportunity to earn up to four departmental certificates. This course counts for the following 
two certificates: (1) Diversity and Inequality and (2) Social Problems and Public Policy. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
Please read the syllabus carefully before beginning your work on the course materials. 
 
 
Week 1: Continuity and Change in the American Family 
 
Readings 
 

• Powell, Brian, Catherine Bolzendahl, Claudia Geist, and Lala Carr Steelman. 2010. 
Counted Out: Same-Sex Relations and Americans’ Definitions of Family. New York: 
Russell Sage. Chapter 2 (pages 16–36). 

• Cherlin, Andrew J. 2010. “Demographic Trends in the United States: A Review of 
Research in the 2000s.” Journal of Marriage and Family 72:403–419. 

 
Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 1.1: Why study the family sociologically? 
• Video lesson 1.2: Defining and counting families 
• Video lesson 1.3: Family change 
• Video lesson 1.4: Demographic change in family life  

 
 
Week 2: Marriage and Cohabitation 
 
Readings 
  

• Amato, Paul R., Alan Booth, David R. Johnson, and Stacy J. Rogers. 2007. Alone 
Together: How Marriage in America is Changing. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
Chapter 1 (pages 1–35). 

• Smock, Pamela. 2000. “Cohabitation in the United States: An Appraisal of Research 
Themes, Findings, and Implications.” Annual Review of Sociology 26:1–20.  

• COVID-19 news article: Li, Weihua, and Beth Schwartzapfel. 2020. “Is Domestic 
Violence Rising During the Coronavirus Shutdown? Here’s What the Data Shows.” The 
Marshall Project. 

 
Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 2.1: Why marry? 
• Video lesson 2.2: Marriage in historical perspective 
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• Video lesson 2.3: Current statistics about marriage 
• Video lesson 2.4: Family decline vs. family resilience 
• Video lesson 2.5: Trends in cohabitation 
• Video lesson 2.6: Cohabitation and divorce  

 
Other Videos 
 

• Stephanie Coontz: On Marriage 
• How to Marry the Rich  

 
 
Week 3: Romantic Relationships 
 
Readings 
 

• Bogle, Kathleen A. 2008. Hooking Up: Sex, Dating, and Relationships on Campus. New 
York: New York University Press. Chapter 8 (pages 158–186). 

• Armstrong, Elizabeth, Laura Hamilton, and Paula England. 2010. “Is Hooking Up Bad 
for Young Women?” Contexts 9:22–27. 

• COVID-19 news article: Krueger, Alyson. 2020. “Virtual Dating is the New Normal: 
Will it Work?” The New York Times. 

 
Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 3.1: Romantic relationships in historical perspective 
• Video lesson 3.2: Dating and relationships on college campuses 

 
 
Week 4: Union Dissolution 
 
Readings 
 

• Cherlin, Andrew. 2010. The Marriage-Go-Round: The State of Marriage and the Family 
in America Today. New York: Knopf. Introduction and Chapter 1 (pages 3–35). 

• Miller, Claire Cain. 2014. “The Divorce Surge Is Over, but the Myth Lives On.” The New 
York Times.   

• COVID-19 news article: Sullivan, Paul. 2020. “The Pandemic Has Slowed the Divorce 
Process. Here’s What to Expect.” The New York Times.  

• COVID-19 news article: Ingber, Hanna. 2020. “My Ex and I Fought about Everything: 
Then Came the Coronavirus.” The New York Times.  



	

	 Sociology 62, Winter 2022 | 10	

 
Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 4.1: Current statistics about divorce 
• Video lesson 4.2: Divorce in historical perspective 
• Video lesson 4.3: Individual and societal factors associated with divorce 
• Video lesson 4.4: More family complexity 

 
 
Week 5: Fertility and Childbearing 
 
Readings 
 

• Furstenberg, Frank F. 2003. “Teenage Childbearing as a Public Issue and Private 
Concern.” Annual Review of Sociology 29:23–39. 

• Klinenberg, Eric. 2012. “Solo Nation: American Consumers Stay Single.” Fortune 
Magazine. 

• COVID-19 news article: Pinsker, Joe. “Here Comes the COVID-19 Baby Bust.” The 
Atlantic. 

 
Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 5.1: Trends in fertility 
• Video lesson 5.2: Teenage childbearing “problem” 

 
 
Week 6: Women’s Education and Labor Force Participation 
 
Readings 
 

• COVID-19 news article: Gross, Terry. 2020. “Pandemic Makes Evident ‘Grotesque’ 
Gender Inequality in Household Work.” NPR.  

• COVID-19 news article: Miller, Claire Cain. 2020. “Nearly Half of Men Say They Do 
Most of the Home Schooling. 3 Percent of Women Agree.” The New York Times.  

• COVID-19 news article: Gershon, Livia. 2020. “Covid-19’s Impact on Working Women 
is an Unprecedented Disaster.” Smithsonian Magazine. 

 
Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 6.1: Trends in women’s education 
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• Video lesson 6.2: Trends in women’s labor force participation 
• Video lesson 6.3: Work and family 
• Video lesson 6.4: Trends in housework  

 
 
Week 7: Parenthood 
 
Readings 
 

• Chua, Amy. 2011. “Why Chinese Mothers Are Superior.” The Wall Street Journal.  
• Druckerman, Pamela. 2012. “Why French Parents are Superior.” The Wall Street Journal. 
• Pickert, Kate. 2012. “The Man Who Remade Motherhood.” The New York Times. 
• COVID-19 news article: Stewart, Nikita. 2020. “Child Abuse Cases Drop 51 Percent. 

The Authorities are Very Worried.” The New York Times.  
 
Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 7.1: Parenting styles 
• Video lesson 7.2: Trends in time spent with children 
• Video lesson 7.3: Fatherhood 

 
Other Videos 

 
• Slow Parenting 
• Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experiences of Young American Children  
• Do Parenting Strategies Affect the Long-Term Outcomes for Children? 

 
 
Week 8: Inequality in Family Life  
 
Readings 
 

• Coontz, Stephanie. 2014. “The New Instability.” The New York Times. 
• Carlson, Marcia J., and Paula England. 2011. “Social Class and Family Patterns in the 

United States.” Pages 1–9 in Social Class and Changing Families in an Unequal 
America, edited by Marcia J. Carlson and Paula England. Stanford, CA: Stanford 
University Press.  

• Edin, Kathryn, and Maria Kefalas. 2005. Promises I Can Keep: Why Poor Women Put 
Motherhood Before Marriage. Berkeley: University of California Press. Introduction 
(pages 1–26) and Conclusion (pages 187–220). 
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Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 8.1: Race/ethnic differences in family life 
• Video lesson 8.2: Social class differences in family life (part 1) 
• Video lesson 8.3: Social class differences in family life (part 2) 

Video lesson 8.4: Marriage promotion initiatives 
 
Other Videos 

 
• Labor’s Love Lost  
• Promises I Can Keep  

 
 
Week 9: Children’s Wellbeing 
 
Readings 
 

• Amato, Paul R. 2005. “The Impact of Family Formation Change on the Cognitive, Social, 
and Emotional Well-Being of the Next Generation.” Future of Children 15:75–96. 

• Meezan, William, and Jonathan Rauch. 2005. “Gay Marriage, Same-Sex Parenting, and 
America’s Children.” Future of Children 15:97–115. 

• COVID-19 news article: Morgan, Richard. 2020. “For Divorced Parents, Navigating 
Coronavirus Is a Balancing Act.” The New York Times.  

 
Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 9.1: Family change and children’s wellbeing 
• Video lesson 9.2: Diverging destinies of children 
• Video lesson 9.3: Same-sex marriage in the United States 
• Video lesson 9.4: Same-sex relationships and children’s wellbeing 

 
Other Videos 

 
• How a Love Story Triumphed in Court 
• The Kids Are Not All Right 

 
 
Week 10: Incarceration and Family Life 
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Readings 
 

• Wildeman, Christopher, and Bruce Western. 2010. “Incarceration in Fragile Families.” 
Future of Children 20:157–177. 

• Coates, Ta-Nehisi. 2015. “The Black Family in the Age of Mass Incarceration.” The 
Atlantic. 

• COVID-19 news article: Lewis, Nicole, and Maurice Chammah. 2020. “Coronavirus is 
Keeping Prison Families From Saying Their Last Goodbyes.” The Marshall Project. 

 
Video Lessons 
 

• Video lesson 10.1: Trends in incarceration 
• Video lesson 10.2: Consequences of incarceration for families 


